
SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
JANUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 
 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

 

1.  Salient features of A.R. Desai’s Marxist Sociology  

Desai’s principal purpose was to understand Indian society from a Marxist 

point of view and to apply the Marxian method in studying the various 

contradictions of Indian society with the aim of transforming the society. 

Contradictions does not mean merely conflict or tensions but refers to the 

structural and systemic conflicts that shape the basic structure of the 

society, like, for example, that between working class and the bourgeoisie or 

that between the peasantry and landlordism. In his world view the Marxian 

method was not only significant and necessary for an understanding of 

Indian society but also that the Marxist method and viewpoint was an 

integral part of the discipline of sociology and social anthropology.   A. 

R. Desai rejects any interpretations of tradition with reference to religion, 

rituals and festivities. Desai framed an interdisciplinary sociology and used 

the method of participant observation and fieldwork to understand Indian 

social structure and capture the processes of change. 

 

Salient Features of Dialectical Perspective of A R Desai 

Nature of society: A.R. DESAI says Indian society went from feudal 

economy to capitalist economy due to the British conquest of India. The 

introduction of economic reforms of the British government disrupted the 

old economic systems. The village commune was replaced by modern 

peasants proprietors or zamindars, as private owners of land. 

Agrarian class structure : According to DESAI Indian agrarian class 

structure changed to capitalist form , where multiple classes existed due to 

commercialization of agriculture , fragmentation of land  resulted in growing 

polarization of classes in agrarian areas, poverty in rural areas and 

exploitation by the owner of land. 

Tradition: Desai rejected any interpretation of tradition with reference to 

religion, rituals and festivities. It is essentially a secular phenomenon. Its 

nature is economic and it originates and develops in economics. 

Transformation of Indian Society:  Desai does not deny the necessity of 

understanding the institution like caste, religion, linguistic or tribal groups 

or even specific cultural traditions which are characteristics of Indian 

society. He however supports the endeavours to understand their role in 

and the nature of their transformation in the larger context of the type of 
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society , which is being evolved , understand them in the matrix of 

underlying overall property relations and norms implicit therein, which 

pervasively influence the entire social economic formation. 

Peasant struggle: He examines peasant struggle in two volumes entitled 

“Peasant Struggles In India” and “Peasant Struggles In India After 

Independence”. He analyze the struggle before independence and post-

independence by highlighting the difference in character of struggle by 

saying that agrarian struggle in present is war wage by the newly emerged 

propertied class as well as agrarian poor , especially agrarian proletariat. 

The propertied class fight for greater share in the fruits of development. The 

poor comprising pauperized peasants and labourers belonging to low caste 

and tribal communities struggle for survival and for better life for 

themselves. Thus, Desai maintained that progress can be achieved only by 

radically transforming the exploitative capitalist system in India. 

State and society: in “STATE AND SOCIETY IN INDIA” Desai provided a 

critique of the theories of modernisation accepted by large number of 

academic establishments. He says modernisation serves as a valuable 

ideological vehicle to ruling class pursuing the capitalistic path. In an essay 

“THE MYTH OF THE WELFARE STATE” Desai provided a detailed picture 

critique of notion. According to him an ideal welfare state has three core 

features: 

1. It is democratic 
2. It is mixed economy 
3. It is positive state rather than being laissez-faire state 

But according to him state has failed to remove poverty, reduce income gaps 

eliminate social discrimination check the capitalistic greed and provide 

employment to all. 

 

Village: according to Desai village was historically evolved much before pre 

British era and the village as a social unit was a relatively self-sufficient unit 

in economic dimension. It never had considerable exchange reaction with 

outside world and relation within village was feudal in nature. He saw 

JAJAMANI system as exploitative one. However, introduction of land 

revenue system introduced by Britishers led to capitalist mode of production 

in village. 
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Urban society: in urban society there is also capitalist industrial working 

class, petty traders, and professional class like doctors, lawyers and 

engineers. 

Caste: Desai thinks that when tradition is linked with economic relations, 

the change in economy would eventually change the traditions. According 

to him caste inherits an underdeveloped but potential class character.  It is 

in this context that he thinks that caste will disintegrate with the creation 

of new social and material conditions, such as industries, economic growth, 

education etc. He even sees reservation as deliberate attempt of state to 

glorify the segmentation of society. 

Contradictions in Indian Society and Social Unrest: Emerging contradictions 

in India’s social transformation stem primarily from the growing nexus 

among capitalists, rural petty bourgeoisie, and the state apparatus, all 

originating from similar roots. This nexus hinders the aspirations of rural 

and industrial working classes through its power and strategic maneuvers. 

These contradictions persist, evolving into new cumulative forms and 

reemerging as protests and social movements. Social unrest finds its roots 

in India’s adoption of a capitalist path, inheriting this legacy from the 

national movement. 

 

Limitations of ‘Dialectical Perspective’ to study Indian society 

Desai’s approach for understanding Indian Society from the economic 

dimension is not always the best way to understand the society. 

Desai’s approach of understanding Indian Society is not empirical based. 

According to YOGENDRA SINGH the important limitation of dialectical 

perspective applied by Desai for studies of social change in India is lack of 

substantial empirical data in support of his major assertions, which are 

often historiographical and can easily be challenged. 

In a bid to give importance to material aspects, it ignored the importance of 

religion and culture in the lives of people of India. Religion occupies an 

important place in Indian society and world view of people is influenced by 

it. This perspective is not capable of portraying a total view of social reality 

in India and takes only a materialistic view. 

Another deficiency is ignoring caste as the basis of traditional Hindu social 

organization. Caste was often equated with class which generated an over-

simplistic view of the pattern of social inequalities. 
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Over emphasis upon conflict led them to overlook aspects of integration and 

solidarity of Indian society. For example, institutions like Jajmani system 

and panchayats were also seen as exploitative. 

In theoretical terms however , dialectical approach can be more visible for 

analysis of the processes of change and conflict in India provided it is 

founded upon sound tradition of scientific research. Despite this limitation 

some studies conducted on this model offer useful hypothesis, which can be 

further tested in course of the studies on social change. 

 

2.  Significance of Village Studies in Indian Sociology.  

Village studies have its own importance. These have enriched the knowledge 

of the Indian Society in general and rural India in particular. These have 

given great encouragement to the growth of rural society. After 

independence, planners in India realised that unless Indian villages were 

properly studied, no real progress could be made. Village studies has 

following use- 

 

Village studies help in planning rural reconstruction 

According to M.N. Srinivas, village studies provide detailed information 

regarding various aspects of rural life. In these studies, either the holistic 

nature of the village communities is discussed or certain specific aspects of 

rural life are focused. 

The planning commission gave maximum attention to solve the social 

problems of rural India by the help of village studies also. From village 

studies, various aspects of rural life, for example, the extent of sub-division 

and fragmentation of holdings, the nature of rural credit, the conditions of 

landless labourers etc. are derived. It helps in planning rural reconstruction. 

Village studies provide useful information to other disciplines 

 

The sociologists and social anthropologists collect data Lo study different 

villages – its several aspects, its problems etc. The collected data are more 

accurate, reliable and unbiased. Hence these are highly useful for other 

social scientists. These are raised by economists, political scientists and 

others. Village studies also provide the historians with lot of information 

about rural social life. 

Village studies provide useful knowledge about Indian social reality 
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The significance of the village studies is such that sometimes their value 

may extend beyond national boundaries. But it is true that an 

understanding about different aspects of social reality is highly influenced 

by the indo-logical literature. Village studies have assumed sociological and 

socio-anthropological Importance. 

Srinivas made the following observations through his field experiences: 

 

Sociologists and anthropologists basically depend on other social scientists 

because they rely on firsthand Information with emphasis on micro detailed 

in depth studies. 

He distinguished between anthropologists as a field and social worker and 

the government officials. Government officials are biased, not very minute 

in their observation. They go by erroneous superficial Government Records. 

M.N. Srinivas (1955) edited work “India’s villages” contains 17 village studies 

conducted by Indian, British and US anthropologists. Among the 

Contributors are included M.N. Srinivas, David Mandelbaum, Eric J. Miller, 

Kathleen Gough, Mackim Marriott, S.C. Dube and others. These studies 

have taken into consideration the totality of the village life. However, same 

issues are raised in some of the studies. Some of the contributors have come 

out with certain conceptual constructs. The concept of “Dominant caste” 

has for the first time appeared in this edited book. 

 

Village studies in India have played a significant role in understanding the 

social, economic, and cultural aspects of rural life. They have contributed to 

rural reconstruction planning, provided valuable information to other 

disciplines, and offered insights into the social reality of Indian villages. 

Despite their limitations and drawbacks, such as lack of representativeness, 

overemphasis on unity and self-sufficiency, and influence of alien concepts, 

village studies remain an essential aspect of comprehending the 

complexities of Indian rural society. Efforts should be made to improve the 

methodology and coordination of these studies to enhance their accuracy, 

relevance, and impact on policymaking and social understanding. 
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3.  ‘Isolationism’ as a dominant feature of colonial tribal policy  

The colonial policy of exclusion of tribal areas was largely an outcome of the 

work of ethnographers, anthropologists, sociologists, historians and 

Christian missionaries studying tribal cultures in India. The most important 

of these works includes that of Verrier Elwin. Elwin’s study on Baiga (1939) 

made him realize that exploitation of these tribes was severe and this 

community hopes to have a Baiga Raj, where they have their own ruler and 

no interference and exploitation by the others. This study led Elwin to adopt 

‘leave them alone’, ‘national park approach’ or ‘isolation approach’. 

 

Elwin’s ‘National Park Policy’ of keeping the tribals as “museums, specimens 

became the model for administration. The British adopted two broad 

approaches on tribal development. The first approach advocated by the 

British was to isolate tribes from the larger society and, therefore, separate 

tribal areas from the purview of normal administration. This model treated 

tribal communities as ‘isolates, tribals as ‘Noble Savage’ and the primitive 

condition as ‘Arcadian Simplicity’. The tribal communities were seen as too 

subdued and innocent to understand the socio-economic processes and 

much more prone to the exploitation by the non-tribals and the 

moneylenders. Practically, the policy of isolation adopted by the British 

further alienated the tribals living on the hills, in forests and in other remote 

areas. The tribal remained unaffected by the benefits of the developmental 

measures initiated for the rest of the society. The current lack of 

development among the tribal needs to be understood in this historical 

perspective. 

 

The second point of view saw tribes as animists, on the ground that they 

belonged to a religious tradition other than that of major religions of India. 

Thus, they were a society unto themselves and constituted a society different 

from the larger society. 

 

The concept of protecting the tribal communities from too rapid integration 

into economy and polity was born out of the direct nature of the British rule. 

It was a product of calculation on the part of British on two major issues: 

 

a. Administration of the far-flung tribal areas would be difficult, and 
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b. The isolation would also keep tribals away from political movement 

developing at that point of time. 

 

Within the larger framework of the policy of isolation, legislations were 

enacted. For instance, the British promulgated Inner Line Regulation in 

1873 that aimed to minimize tribal-non-tribal contact by controlling tribal 

industries and trade in the tribal areas of northeast. As a result of the 

isolation approach, even though the tribal areas remained uninterrupted, 

the enactment of legislations like India Forest Act, 1878 and Land 

Acquisition Act, 1894 establishing absolute propriety of the colonial state 

over the forests land led to massive discontent among the tribals and 

resulted in rebellions in various parts of India. 

 

The isolationist model was, indeed, criticized as it was severely compromised 

on the ground that the colonial state’s objective of revenue extraction made 

it adopt the policy as the tribal regions were richest in terms of endowments 

of forest and mineral wealth. A few roads were constructed for security 

reasons and to allow the British to exploit the forest produce. The policy of 

isolation did nothing for the welfare and development of tribals. Thakkar 

Bapa criticized the isolation theory in the following words “to keep these 

people confined to isolation in their accessible hills and jungles is something 

like keeping them in glass-museum for the curiosity of purely academic 

persons”. 

 

4.  Anti-Brahmanical movements during the colonial period.  

Anti-Brahminism or Anti-Manuvaad is the ideology of being opposed or 

expressing hostility towards the Brahminism, who are the priestly caste in 

Hinduism and traditionally the highest ranked social caste. Anti-

Brahminism can manifest itself as the hatred, prejudice, or discrimination 

directed against Brahmins. Anti-Brahmanical movements during the 

colonial period were: 

 

Dalit movement: In the traditional caste system, the lowest castes were at 

the bottom of the social ladder. They were subjected to various caste 

disabilities. The downtrodden Dalits raised various struggles to fight their 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
JANUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 
 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

social exploitation in all forms. Mahar movement, Ambedkar’s advocacy etc 

were directed against Brahminism. 

SATYA Shodak samaj: Mahatma Jyotiba Phule formed the Satya Shodak 

Mandal in 1873 with the aim of liberating non-Brahmins from the clutches 

of Brahmanism. They totally rejected the Vedic tradition and the Aryan 

heritage. He regarded the Aryans as conquerors and destroyers of the 

indigenous non-Aryan culture. He launched a vigorous attack on the Vedas. 

He made fun of the puranas and ridiculed those who believed in the absurd 

stories narrated by their Brahmin authors. 

DRAVIDA KAZHAGAM MOVEMENT: It was based on the rejection of the 

Brahmanical Aryan religion and culture. The DK movement in Tamil Nadu 

idealized the Dravidian culture and religion and attacked the Aryan culture 

and religion. The self-respect movement started by Ramaswamy Naicker 

advocated that his followers should have their own priests. The movement 

drew its support from low castes. Its leaders worked hard to escape the 

tyranny of the Brahmins and to extol the virtues of the Dravidian culture. 

SNDP movement: It pertains to the Ezhava’s of Kerala who were 

untouchables. The ideology of the movement was formulated by Sri 

Narayana Guru Swami. He gave them a new religion of one God and one 

caste which transformed their life>set of religious institutions parallel to 

that of the variety of Brahmanical Hinduism. 

 

Thus, Anti-Brahmanical movements during the colonial period attacked 

Brahmanic supremacy and all privileges granted to them. It intended to 

reform the society and generate self-respect to those who were oppressed by 

caste hierarchy. 

 

5.  Patriarchy as a form of dominance.  

Patriarchy can be defined as “a system of social structure and practices in 

which men dominate, oppress and exploit women”. This definition clearly 

outlines the nature of patriarchy which is engrained in our social structure 

that gives it a very fundamental character. Based on this social structure, 

men dominate and exploit women and their action gets legitimised by the 

existing structure through institutions like family, kinship, marriage, 

religion, class, caste, race, etc. 
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Patriarchy envisages within itself a form of power relation between men and 

women. In this relationship a hierarchy exists that places men in an 

advantageous position and this makes a complete recipe for female 

exploitation. In a more literal sense patriarchy denotes rule of father in a 

male-dominated family. This rule emerges from an unequal resource 

distribution like land which is invariably inherited by the male line of 

descent. This control over the resources later gets translated into control 

over the production and reproduction of women. However later in this unit 

we will also see that how matrilineal and bilateral kinship structures alter 

this power relation in family and outside. 

Patriarchal ideology silently exaggerates biological differences between men 

and women, making certain that men always have the dominant, or 

masculine, roles and women always have the subordinate or feminine ones. 

This ideology is so powerful that “men are usually able to secure the 

apparent consent of the very women they oppress”. They do this “through 

STRUCTURES such as the Education, Religion, and the family, each of 

which justifies and reinforces women’s subordination to men without much 

notice”. So, patriarchy is a system of social structures and practices in 

which men dominate, oppress and exploit women. 

Patriarchy, which pre-supposes the natural superiority of male over female, 

shamelessly upholds women’s dependence on, and subordination to, man 

in all spheres of life. Consequently, all the power and authority within the 

family, the society and the state remain entirely in the hands of men. So, 

due to patriarchy, women were deprived of their legal rights and 

opportunities patriarchal values restrict women’s mobility, reject their 

freedom over themselves as well as their property. The subordination that 

women experience at a daily level, regardless of the class they might belong 

to, takes various forms – discrimination, disregard, insult, control, 

exploitation, oppression, violence – within the family, at the place of work, 

in society. For instance, a few examples are illustrated here to represent a 

specific form of discrimination and a particular aspect of patriarchy. Such 

as, son preference, discrimination against girls in food distribution, burden 

of household work on women and young girls, lack of educational 

opportunities for girls, lack of freedom and mobility for girls, wife battering, 

male control over women and girls, sexual harassment at workplace, lack of 
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inheritance or property rights for women, male control over women’s bodies 

and sexuality, no control over fertility or reproductive rights. 

 

So, the norms and practices that define women as inferior to men, impose 

controls on-them, are present everywhere in our families, social relations, 

religious, laws, schools, textbooks, media, factories, offices. Thus, 

patriarchy is called the sum of the kind of male domination we see around 

women all the time. In this ideology, men are superior to women and women 

are part of men’s property, so women should be controlled by men and this 

produces women’s subordination. 

 

Subordination is the situation in which one is forced to stay under the 

control of other. So, women’s subordination means the social situation in 

which women are forced to stay under the control of men. In this way to 

keep women under men’s control, patriarchy operates some social customs, 

traditions and social roles by socialization process. To preserve the male 

supremacy, patriarchy created ‘masculine’ and ‘feminine’ characteristics, 

private-public realms by gendered socialization process. Socialization is 

considered to take place primarily during childhood, when boys and girls 

learn the appropriate behaviour for their sex. 

 

All agents of socialization process such as the family, religion, the legal 

system, the economic system and political system, the educational culture 

that has characterized much of human history to the present day. 

Patriarchal institutions and social relations are responsible for the inferior 

or secondary status of women in the capitalist wage-labour market. The 

primacy of the sexual division of labour within the family has several 

consequences for the women who seek wage employment. 

 

6.  How has B.R. Ambedkar identified the features of caste system ? How 

is it different from the mainstream treatment of caste features ?.  

B.R. Ambedkar is one of the leading progressive, liberal thinkers of India 

whose contributions to making of Indian Constitution and its mandate of a 

social revolution are unparalleled. 

Dhananjay Keer regards Ambedkar is among the foremost leader of Dalits 

in India who played a critical role on raising dalit conciseness. In his work, 
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‘Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development’, Ambedkar 

identifies caste as an important institution, which is practiced by no other 

civilized society, past or contemporary. 

Ambedkar noted that the ancient Hindu society was composed of classes– 

Brahmans, the Kshatriya, the Vaishyas and the Shudras that became self-

closed units called castes through the practice of endogamy. but roped in 

other features such as division of labour, absence of inter-dining and the 

principle of birth as well. 

Gopal Guru talks of Ambedkar’s argument wherein even in Vedic times, 

people self-identified as per their caste rather as Hindus. This hierarchical 

social order was purposefully used to keep a section of population in a state 

of illiteracy, poverty and oppression. 

The worst of caste system was reflected in the practice of untouchability 

which used the notions of purity and pollution to keep an untouchable 

outside the fold of social interaction. 

He did not subscribe to the position that untouchability has its basis in 

race. He saw it as a social institution defended by the ideology of 

Brahmanism as propounded in his ‘broken men thesis’. 

Unlike Gandhi who sought to reform caste system, Ambedkar propounded 

its complete annihilation of caste for the emancipation of Dalits. However, 

the strategy for liberation argues Jaffrelot witnessed oscillation between two 

methods. 

One was the promotion of the Untouchables in Hindu society or in the 

Indian nation as a whole; and the second strategy of a break that could take 

the form of a separate electorate, or of a separate Dalit party and/or of 

conversion outside Hinduism. 

While the first method was imbibed in the Constitutional practices of 

equality and rights for the Dalits, the second strategy was concretised in his 

monograph titled ‘Annihilation of Caste’. Valerian Rodrigues remarks that 

Ambedkar believed caste to have destroyed public spirit and was a blot on 

Hinduism. 

Ambedkar explored a variety of mechanisms to abolish class including 

promotion inter-dining but most importantly inter-marriage to break 

through caste silos. Eventually Ambedkar came to believe that annihilation 

of caste was not possible while remaining in the Hindu fold. Guru believes 

that Ambedkar’s conversion to Buddhism was a final strategy to create 
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‘negative’ consciousness among Dalits against the hegemony of Brahminism 

and end the menace of caste, a fight that is still ongoing in India. 

 

7.  Discuss Andre Beteille account of the relationship between caste, class 

and power as a change from symmetrical to asymmetrical one.  

André Béteille, a prominent sociologist, has extensively studied the complex 

interplay between caste, class, and power in Indian society. His analysis 

delineates the historical transition in the relationship among these 

elements, evolving from a symmetrical to an asymmetrical structure. In a 

symmetrical relationship, caste and class were more aligned and parallel, 

while an asymmetrical relationship signifies a shift towards diverging 

patterns of influence and power. 

 

Symmetrical Relationship - Pre-modern Era: 

In traditional, pre-modern Indian society, the relationship between caste, 

class, and power was symmetrical. Caste and class were closely intertwined, 

with caste determining an individual’s occupation and social status. 

Example: Brahmins, the highest caste, often held influential positions in 

society and had access to education, knowledge, and authority. 

Changes during Colonial Period: 

The advent of British colonial rule disrupted the existing social order. The 

colonial administration introduced new forms of power and authority, 

altering the traditional relationship between caste and class. 

Example: The British rulers provided administrative roles based on 

education and qualifications rather than caste, creating a shift in the power 

dynamics. 

Asymmetrical Relationship - Modern Era: 

With modernization and urbanization, India witnessed a shift towards an 

asymmetrical relationship between caste, class, and power. Economic 

factors gained prominence over caste-based roles, leading to the emergence 

of a new middle class based on occupation and wealth. 

Example: Industrialization and the growth of the business sector allowed 

individuals from lower castes to accumulate wealth and attain a higher 

socio-economic status, challenging traditional caste-based hierarchies. 
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Reservation Policies and Social Justice Movements: 

Post-independence, affirmative action policies like reservations were 

introduced to address historical caste-based inequalities. These policies 

aimed to uplift marginalized castes and provide them with opportunities in 

education, employment, and politics. 

Example: Reservation policies have enabled individuals from historically 

disadvantaged castes to enter various domains, leading to a redistribution 

of power and influence. 

Contemporary Dynamics: 

In contemporary society, the relationship between caste and class is 

complex and multifaceted. While class is a significant determinant of socio-

economic status, caste continues to influence social interactions, identity, 

and political representation. 

Example: Political parties often strategize and form alliances based on caste 

demographics, showcasing the persistence of caste dynamics in the political 

realm. 

 

André Beteille’s analysis sheds light on the historical evolution of the 

relationship between caste, class, and power in India. The transition from a 

symmetrical to an asymmetrical relationship underscores the shifts in 

power dynamics brought about by colonialism, modernization, and social 

justice initiatives. Understanding these changes is crucial for addressing the 

persisting challenges of caste-based discrimination and socioeconomic 

disparities in contemporary Indian society. 

 

8.  Analyse the major components of Land Reform Acts. Show their 

effectiveness in curbing rural inequality.  

Land reform acts are legislations aimed at redistributing land ownership 

and tenancy rights to reduce rural inequality, address agrarian distress, and 

promote economic development. These reforms typically include measures 

like land redistribution, tenancy reforms, abolition of intermediaries, and 

providing security of tenure to tenants. Understanding the major 

components of land reform acts and their effectiveness in curbing rural 

inequality is crucial for analyzing their impact on agricultural and rural 

landscapes. 

 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
JANUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 
 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

Major Components of Land Reform Acts: 

Land Redistribution: 

Land reform acts often entail redistributing land from large landowners to 

landless or smallholder farmers. This involves setting ceilings on land 

holdings, excess land distribution, and land consolidation. 

Tenancy Reforms: 

These reforms aim to regulate the relationship between landlords and 

tenants. They may include conferring ownership rights to tenants, 

regulating rent, providing security of tenure, and restricting eviction of 

tenants. 

Abolition of Intermediaries: 

Land reform acts seek to eliminate intermediaries like zamindars or 

landlords between the government and the cultivators. This ensures that 

farmers have a direct relationship with the state and are not exploited by 

intermediaries. 

Record of Rights: 

Establishing a comprehensive and updated record of rights to ensure legal 

recognition and protection of landowners and tenants. It includes 

maintaining records of land titles, rights, and cultivation details. 

Resettlement and Rehabilitation: 

Addressing the issues related to displacement due to land redistribution or 

infrastructure development projects by providing adequate compensation, 

rehabilitation measures, and alternative livelihood options. 

Effectiveness in Curbing Rural Inequality: 

Redistribution of Land: 

By redistributing land to landless and smallholder farmers, land reform acts 

promote equitable access to resources, reducing land concentration among 

a few. For example, land reforms in West Bengal in India led to increased 

land ownership among the landless and marginalized communities. 

Tenancy Reforms: 

Granting ownership rights and providing security of tenure to tenants 

elevates their social and economic status, addressing the historical power 

imbalances between landlords and tenants. This empowerment contributes 

to reduced inequality in rural areas. 

Abolition of Intermediaries: 
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Eliminating intermediaries ensures that the benefits of agricultural policies 

and subsidies reach the farmers directly, improving their economic 

condition and reducing dependency on middlemen. This results in a more 

equitable distribution of resources. 

Record of Rights: 

A well-maintained record of rights ensures legal protection to landowners 

and tenants, preventing disputes and unfair practices. This leads to a fairer 

distribution of land rights and resources. 

Resettlement and Rehabilitation: 

Proper resettlement and rehabilitation policies ensure that those affected by 

land reforms or development projects are compensated adequately and 

provided with alternative means of livelihood, preventing impoverishment 

and further inequality. 

 

Land reform acts, with their major components of land redistribution, 

tenancy reforms, abolition of intermediaries, record of rights, and 

resettlement and rehabilitation, play a vital role in curbing rural inequality. 

By redistributing land, empowering tenants, eliminating intermediaries, 

ensuring legal protection, and addressing displacement issues, these 

reforms contribute to a more equitable distribution of resources, fostering 

rural development and sustainable agricultural practices. 

 

9.  Bring out the significance of the difference between family and 

household.  

The terms "family" and "household" are often used interchangeably, but they 

represent distinct social units with different meanings and implications. 

Understanding the difference between family and household is crucial in 

comprehending social structures, economic dynamics, and cultural 

practices. While a family typically refers to individuals related by blood, 

marriage, or adoption, a household encompasses people who live together 

and share resources, regardless of their relationship. This distinction holds 

significant sociological and practical implications. 
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Significance of the Difference: 

Structural and Functional Perspective: 

Family: Family is a social unit based on kinship ties and emotional 

connections. It is primarily about relationships, roles, and emotional 

support. 

Household: A household is a unit of residence and consumption where 

individuals share resources and living space. It is primarily about the 

functional aspects of living together and managing the household. 

Economic and Resource Allocation: 

Family: Family involves emotional and psychological ties. Economic 

arrangements within a family might be informal or based on shared 

responsibilities. 

Household: Economic arrangements within a household are more formal 

and involve resource allocation, expense sharing, and financial 

management. 

 

Flexibility and Composition: 

Family: Family composition is more rigid and defined by biological or legal 

relationships. It is relatively stable over time. 

Household: Household composition can be flexible and dynamic. It can 

include extended family members, non-relatives, or even unrelated 

individuals sharing living space. 

Social and Legal Implications: 

Family: Family has legal and social implications related to inheritance, 

custody, marriage, and other legal rights based on kinship. 

Household: The concept of a household is used in various demographic and 

economic studies to analyze living arrangements and consumption patterns. 

 

Examples: 

A married couple living with their children in the same house is both a family 

and a household. Here, the family unit comprises the couple and their 

children based on blood and legal ties, while the household includes the 

same individuals sharing the same residence and resources. 

A group of college friends sharing an apartment is a household but not a 

family. Although they are not related by blood or marriage, they share living 

space and resources, forming a household. 
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Understanding the difference between family and household is essential for 

sociological analysis, policy formulation, and understanding social 

dynamics. While a family is primarily about relationships and emotional 

ties, a household is more about functional aspects, shared resources, and 

living arrangements. Recognizing and appreciating these differences allows 

for a more nuanced understanding of society and its various structures. 

 

10.  Elucidate the concepts of ‘majoritarianism’ and ‘minoritarianism’ in 

accentuating communal tensions in India.  

Majoritarianism and minoritarianism are terms used to describe the 

dynamics of power and representation in a society, particularly in the 

context of communal or religious identities. Majoritarianism refers to the 

dominance, control, and privileging of the majority community, while 

minoritarianism implies the opposite - the marginalization, discrimination, 

and neglect of minority communities. In the Indian context, these concepts 

play a significant role in accentuating communal tensions and affecting 

social harmony. 

 

Majoritarianism: 

Definition: Majoritarianism refers to the political and social ideology where 

the majority community holds dominant influence and power in a society, 

often leading to the marginalization and neglect of minority communities. 

Effects: 

Policies and laws may be framed to cater to the interests and preferences of 

the majority community. 

Minority cultures, languages, and traditions may face neglect or 

suppression. 

Communal tensions and conflicts can arise due to perceived threats to the 

majority community’s identity or privileges. 

Minoritarianism: 

Definition: Minoritarianism refers to the condition where minority 

communities face systemic discrimination, marginalization, and lack of 

representation in political, social, and economic spheres. 

Effects: 

Limited representation and access to resources for minority communities. 
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Discriminatory laws or policies may be enacted, perpetuating inequality and 

limiting opportunities for minorities. 

Communal tensions can arise due to feelings of alienation and unequal 

treatment experienced by minority communities. 

 

Accentuating Communal Tensions in India: 

Majoritarianism: 

Communal policies favouring the majority community can lead to 

communal tensions. For example, the controversy surrounding the 

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) in India, which was seen by many as 

discriminatory against Muslim minorities, sparked protests and tensions 

across the country. 

Minoritarianism: 

Discriminatory laws and policies that disproportionately affect minority 

communities can fuel communal tensions. For instance, the controversy 

over the Uniform Civil Code in India, where minority communities fear a loss 

of personal laws and cultural identity, has sparked debates and communal 

tensions. 

 

Examples: 

Ayodhya Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid Dispute: 

The Ayodhya dispute in India was a classic example of majoritarianism and 

its impact on communal tensions. The demolition of the Babri Masjid by 

Hindu extremists in 1992 was fuelled by majoritarian sentiment, resulting 

in widespread communal riots and tensions. 

Gujarat Riots (2002): 

The Gujarat riots were fuelled by majoritarianism, where the majority 

community targeted Muslims, resulting in widespread violence, deaths, and 

displacement. The state machinery was accused of not doing enough to 

protect the minority community. 

Majoritarianism and minoritarianism play significant roles in accentuating 

communal tensions in India. Addressing these dynamics and promoting a 

more inclusive and equitable society is essential for fostering communal 

harmony and peaceful coexistence among diverse religious and cultural 

groups. It requires policy interventions, education, awareness, and efforts 
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to bridge the gaps in representation and power between majority and 

minority communities. 

 

11.  How is the tribal question related with the issues of integration and 

autonomy in modern India?  

The tribal question in modern India revolves around the socio-political and 

economic concerns of the indigenous tribal populations, often referred to as 

Scheduled Tribes (STs) or Adivasis. This issue intertwines with the 

challenges of integrating these communities into the broader Indian society 

while respecting their cultural identities and providing them with autonomy 

and safeguards. Striking a balance between integration and autonomy is 

crucial for fostering a just and inclusive society. 

 

Integration: 

Efforts Towards National Integration: India aspires to integrate its diverse 

populace into a cohesive nation. This includes tribal communities, whose 

inclusion and participation in the national mainstream are essential for a 

unified India. 

Challenges of Cultural Assimilation: The challenge lies in integrating 

tribes without imposing dominant cultures, ensuring that tribal customs, 

languages, and identities are respected and preserved. 

Autonomy: 

Protecting Tribal Rights: Recognizing the unique socio-cultural and 

historical contexts of tribes, the Indian Constitution provides for special 

protections and privileges, such as reserved seats in legislatures and 

educational institutions. 

Autonomous District Councils: In some regions, Autonomous District 

Councils (ADCs) have been established to grant autonomy to tribal areas, 

enabling self-governance and decision-making in local matters. 

Conflict Between Integration and Autonomy: 

Dilemma of Assimilation vs. Preservation: Balancing the integration of 

tribes into the mainstream while preserving their distinct identities is a 

delicate task. Policies must avoid erasing tribal cultures in the name of 

integration. 
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Resettlement and Displacement Issues: Development projects often result 

in the displacement of tribal communities. Striking a balance between 

development and the protection of tribal rights and lands is challenging. 

Historical Context: 

Nehruvian Approach: Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister, 

advocated for integrating tribes into the national fabric while preserving 

their distinctiveness. 

Post-Independence Movements: Post-independence, various tribal 

movements emerged, demanding recognition, rights, and autonomy. For 

example, the Jharkhand Movement sought a separate state for tribal groups 

in the region. 

 

Examples: 

The Sixth Schedule Areas: 

The Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution provides for the 

administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram. 

These areas have Autonomous District Councils (ADCs), granting a degree 

of autonomy in governance. 

Forest Rights Act (2006): 

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 

Forest Rights) Act, 2006, recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling tribes over 

land and resources, aiming to protect their autonomy and traditional 

practices. 

 

The tribal question in India involves complex issues related to integration 

into the national mainstream while preserving their unique identities and 

cultures. Providing autonomy through measures like ADCs and protecting 

their rights through legislation is essential. Achieving a harmonious balance 

between integration and autonomy is vital to ensure the holistic 

development and well-being of tribal communities in modern India. It calls 

for continuous efforts from both the government and civil society to bridge 

the gaps and create an inclusive and equitable society. 
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12.  Comment on the factors behind the changing status of women in urban 

India.  

The status of women in urban India has been evolving over the years due to 

various social, economic, and cultural factors. Urbanization and increasing 

awareness about gender equality have played a significant role in reshaping 

traditional gender roles and empowering women. Understanding the factors 

behind these changes is crucial to comprehend the ongoing transformation 

in the status of women. 

 

Factors Behind the Changing Status of Women in Urban India: 

Education and Awareness: 

Increased Educational Opportunities: Access to education has improved, 

enabling more women to pursue higher education and gain knowledge, 

leading to awareness about their rights and capabilities. 

Awareness Campaigns: Various awareness campaigns and initiatives have 

enlightened women about their potential, empowering them to challenge 

traditional gender norms. 

Economic Independence: 

Rising Employment Opportunities: Urban areas offer a broader range of 

employment opportunities for women across various sectors, contributing 

to their financial independence. 

Entrepreneurship: Women are increasingly venturing into entrepreneurship 

and starting their businesses, gaining economic self-sufficiency and status. 

Legal Reforms: 

Legislation for Women’s Rights: Laws and regulations, such as the 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act and the Maternity Benefit 

Act, have been enacted to protect women’s rights and enhance their status 

in society. 

Social Changes and Attitude Shifts: 

Changing Social Norms: Society is gradually accepting more progressive 

attitudes towards women, challenging traditional gender roles and 

stereotypes. 

Role of Media: The portrayal of empowered women in the media is 

reshaping societal perceptions and encouraging women to aspire for more. 

Access to Healthcare: 
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Improving Healthcare Services: Enhanced healthcare facilities and 

awareness about health issues are contributing to the overall well-being of 

women, enabling them to actively participate in society. 

 

Examples: 

Education and Women’s Empowerment: 

Women like Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, the founder of Biocon, and Chanda 

Kochhar, the former CEO of ICICI Bank, are prominent examples of 

educated, empowered women who have made significant contributions to 

their respective fields. 

Women in Sports: 

The success of Indian female athletes like P.V. Sindhu, Mary Kom, and Hima 

Das has demonstrated the growing empowerment and recognition of women 

in traditionally male-dominated arenas. 

 

The changing status of women in urban India is a result of a multifaceted 

interplay of factors like education, economic independence, legal reforms, 

social changes, and improved healthcare. This transformation is reshaping 

gender dynamics, fostering an environment where women can achieve their 

potential and contribute meaningfully to society. Continued efforts in the 

realms of education, economic opportunities, and societal attitudes are 

essential to further enhance the status and empowerment of women in 

urban India. 

 

13.  What accounts for the growth and consolidation of the middle classes 

in modem India?  

The growth and consolidation of the middle class in modern India have been 

a significant socio-economic transformation. The middle class is 

characterized by its economic stability, education, professional employment, 

and consumption patterns. Various factors have contributed to the rise of 

the middle class, reflecting changes in economic policies, urbanization, 

education, and globalization. 

 

Factors Accounting for the Growth and Consolidation of the Middle Classes: 

Economic Liberalization and Market Reforms: 
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Deregulation and Opening Up of Markets: The economic reforms of the early 

1990s opened up India’s markets, enabling the growth of private enterprise 

and entrepreneurship, leading to job opportunities and income growth. 

Increased Consumerism: Economic liberalization facilitated a surge in 

consumerism, allowing the middle class to access a wider range of goods 

and services, enhancing their quality of life. 

Educational Expansion: 

Higher Education Opportunities: A significant expansion of higher 

education institutions and initiatives to improve literacy rates have enabled 

more individuals to acquire advanced degrees, enhancing their job prospects 

and economic status. 

Skilling and Vocational Training: Initiatives promoting skill development 

and vocational training have equipped individuals with specialized skills, 

enhancing their employability and income levels. 

Urbanization and Professional Employment: 

Rise of Urban Centres: The growth of cities and urban centres has created 

job opportunities in various sectors like IT, finance, healthcare, and 

education, attracting professionals and contributing to the rise of the middle 

class. 

Professional Jobs: The demand for skilled professionals in sectors like IT, 

finance, and management has increased, providing stable and well-paying 

jobs, consequently elevating individuals into the middle class. 

Globalization and Exposure: 

Global Job Opportunities: Globalization has enabled job opportunities 

both within India and abroad, allowing individuals to work in multinational 

companies and access higher-paying jobs. 

Influence of Media and Internet: Exposure to global trends, lifestyles, and 

consumption patterns through media and the internet has influenced 

aspirations and consumption habits of the middle class. 

 

Examples: 

IT Sector Growth: 

The growth of the Information Technology (IT) sector in cities like Bangalore, 

Hyderabad, and Pune has created a large number of well-paying jobs, 

contributing significantly to the growth of the middle class in these regions. 

Educational Institutions: 
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The establishment and expansion of prestigious educational institutions like 

the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Management 

(IIMs), and National Law Universities have produced a significant number of 

highly educated professionals, contributing to the middle-class growth. 

The growth and consolidation of the middle class in modern India are a 

result of a combination of economic reforms, educational expansion, 

urbanization, globalization, and improved job opportunities. The middle 

class has become a crucial socio-economic segment, influencing 

consumption patterns, cultural shifts, and political dynamics in the 

country. Sustaining this growth and ensuring its inclusivity is essential for 

fostering a balanced and prosperous society. 

 

14.  Privatization of education and increasing inequalities.  

Privatization of education refers to the transfer of control and ownership of 

education institutions from the public sector to private entities. While 

proponents argue that it can enhance efficiency and quality, critics are 

concerned about the potential exacerbation of inequalities within society.   

 

Financial Barriers to Access: 

Privatization often leads to higher fees and costs, making education less 

accessible to individuals from low-income backgrounds. 

Example: In several countries, private schools have substantial tuition fees, 

causing economic disparities in accessing quality education. 

Quality Disparities: 

Privatization can create a tiered system where private institutions offer 

higher quality education, while public schools suffer due to reduced funding 

and resources. 

Example: In parts of the world, private schools are better equipped with 

modern facilities and experienced teachers compared to their public 

counterparts. 

Exacerbating Socioeconomic Inequalities: 

Wealthier families can afford private education, giving their children a 

significant advantage in terms of opportunities and future success, 

deepening the socioeconomic divide. 
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Example: In some societies, elite private schools are known to cater to the 

affluent, ensuring a pathway to influential positions and perpetuating 

inequality. 

Stratified Educational Opportunities: 

Privatization can create a stratified system where the privileged have access 

to advanced curricula, extracurricular activities, and personalized attention, 

enhancing their chances of success. 

Example: Exclusive private schools often offer specialized programs, 

extensive sports facilities, and better student-teacher ratios compared to 

public schools. 

Impact on Rural and Underserved Areas: 

Privatization tends to concentrate education facilities in urban and affluent 

areas, leaving rural and underserved regions with limited or inadequate 

educational options. 

Example: In developing countries, private schools often prefer urban areas 

due to higher market demand, leaving rural populations with limited 

educational opportunities. 

     Privatization of education, while offering potential benefits in terms of 

efficiency and innovation, can inadvertently intensify social, economic, and 

educational disparities. It is crucial for policymakers to carefully consider 

the implications of privatization and implement measures to ensure that 

access to quality education remains equitable and inclusive for all members 

of society. Balancing the advantages of privatization with the goal of 

reducing inequalities should be at the forefront of educational policy 

decisions to build a more just and equal society. 

 

15.  Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme for 

rural development.  

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGS) is a landmark social welfare program implemented by the 

Government of India aimed at providing livelihood security in rural areas. 

Initiated in 2006, this scheme guarantees 100 days of employment to every 

rural household in a financial year.  
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Objectives of MGNREGS: 

Employment Generation: Provide at least 100 days of wage employment to 

rural households. 

Sustainable Livelihoods: Enhance the livelihood security of the rural poor 

by providing various employment opportunities. 

Infrastructure Development: Create durable assets and infrastructure for 

agriculture and other rural development activities. 

Ensuring Inclusive Growth: 

MGNREGS targets marginalized communities, especially women, Scheduled 

Castes (SCs), and Scheduled Tribes (STs), promoting inclusive growth. 

Example: By prioritizing these communities, the scheme uplifts their socio-

economic status, reducing disparities. 

Asset Creation and Rural Infrastructure: 

MGNREGS promotes the creation of productive assets such as water 

conservation, road construction, afforestation, and rural sanitation. 

Example: Building check dams and ponds improve water availability for 

irrigation and livestock, aiding agricultural productivity. 

Poverty Alleviation and Income Support: 

The scheme provides a safety net by ensuring that rural households have a 

guaranteed source of income, mitigating poverty and reducing vulnerability. 

Example: A rural family using their MGNREGS earnings to invest in small-

scale agriculture can improve their economic status over time. 

Skill Development and Empowerment: 

MGNREGS imparts various skills and training to the rural workforce, 

enhancing their employability and empowering them economically and 

socially. 

Example: Training in construction activities equips individuals with skills 

that can be used beyond MGNREGS projects, enabling them to secure 

additional employment. 

Environmental Sustainability: 

Through projects related to afforestation, water conservation, and soil 

health, MGNREGS contributes to environmental conservation and 

sustainable development. 

Example: Tree plantation initiatives under MGNREGS aid in controlling soil 

erosion and promoting a greener environment. 
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The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGS) has emerged as a powerful tool for rural development in India. 

By focusing on employment generation, asset creation, skill development, 

and inclusive growth, MGNREGS aims to alleviate poverty and improve the 

overall standard of living in rural areas. Its impact is not only economic but 

also social and environmental, making it a crucial policy for fostering 

sustainable rural development and improving the lives of millions of rural 

households. Continued commitment to its objectives and effective 

implementation will further strengthen its impact on rural development. 

 

16.  Different forms of Dalit assertion.  

Dalit assertion refers to the various ways in which Dalits, historically 

marginalized and discriminated groups in the Indian caste system, express 

their identity, demand social justice, and challenge caste-based oppression. 

Over the years, Dalits have adopted diverse strategies to assert their rights 

and seek equitable treatment.   

 

Political Assertion: 

Dalits actively participate in the political process to gain representation and 

voice their concerns. 

Example: Formation of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) by Kanshi Ram, 

advocating for the political rights of Dalits and other marginalized sections. 

Social and Cultural Assertion: 

Dalits strive to reclaim their cultural heritage, challenge oppressive 

practices, and assert their identity with pride. 

Example: Celebrating Ambedkar Jayanti and organizing cultural events that 

showcase Dalit literature, art, and music. 

Educational Assertion: 

Dalits emphasize education as a means to empower themselves and their 

community, promoting awareness and knowledge. 

Example: Establishment of educational institutions like Babasaheb 

Bhimrao Ambedkar University to provide quality education to Dalit 

students. 

Literary Assertion: 

Dalit literature challenges the prevailing social norms, highlights caste-

based discrimination, and offers a platform for Dalit voices and experiences. 
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Example: Works of B.R. Ambedkar, Namdeo Dhasal, and Bama are 

influential in the realm of Dalit literature. 

Legal Assertion: 

Dalits engage with the legal system to seek justice and address cases of 

discrimination, violence, and atrocities based on caste. 

Example: Landmark cases like the Kesavananda Bharati case and the 

Mandal Commission case have been instrumental in addressing Dalit issues 

legally. 

Labor and Economic Assertion: 

Dalits organize themselves into labour unions and cooperatives to demand 

fair wages, better working conditions, and economic empowerment. 

Example: Formation of Dalit Panthers in the 1970s to address the economic 

exploitation faced by Dalit labourers. 

Protest and Activism: 

Dalits engage in protests, demonstrations, and rallies to draw attention to 

their struggles and demand social and political change. 

Example: The Una Dalit Atyachar Ladat Samiti’s protests in Gujarat against 

the public flogging of Dalit youth brought national attention to caste-based 

violence. 

 

Dalit assertion encompasses a diverse range of strategies aimed at 

challenging caste-based discrimination and promoting the rights and 

dignity of Dalits. Through political activism, cultural celebrations, 

education, literature, legal interventions, economic empowerment, and 

protests, Dalits have been actively striving for a more inclusive and just 

society. The ongoing efforts in various forms of assertion highlight the 

resilience and determination of the Dalit community to break free from 

centuries-old oppression and discrimination, paving the way for a more 

equal and harmonious future. 

 

17.  Empowerment through ‘Right to Education’.  

The ''Right to Education'' is a fundamental human right that recognizes the 

importance of education in an individual’s life and society as a whole. The 

right to education empowers individuals by providing them with knowledge, 

skills, and opportunities for personal and societal development.  

 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
JANUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 
 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

Universal Access to Education: 

The ''Right to Education'' ensures that every child, irrespective of caste, 

gender, or socioeconomic status, has equal access to quality education. 

Example: The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) in India aims to provide 

universal access to education for all children, especially those from 

disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Promoting Social Inclusion and Equity: 

By guaranteeing access to education for all, the ''Right to Education'' helps 

in reducing social disparities and promoting a more inclusive society. 

Example: The implementation of policies that ensure free education for 

children from marginalized communities helps bridge the educational gap. 

Enhancing Economic Opportunities: 

Education equips individuals with the skills and knowledge necessary to 

access better job opportunities and improve their economic status. 

Example: Countries with high literacy rates often experience greater 

economic development and a higher standard of living. 

Fostering Critical Thinking and Awareness: 

Education cultivates critical thinking, awareness of rights, and an 

understanding of societal issues, empowering individuals to participate 

effectively in civic and political activities. 

Example: The role of education in promoting democratic values and civic 

engagement can be seen in societies where an informed citizenry actively 

participates in decision-making processes. 

Empowering Women and Girls: 

Education plays a vital role in gender equality by empowering girls and 

women, providing them with equal opportunities and enabling them to lead 

more fulfilling lives. 

Example: Initiatives like the "Girl Rising" campaign advocate for girls'' 

education globally, highlighting the transformative impact education can 

have on their lives. 

Improving Health and Well-being: 

Education equips individuals with health-related knowledge and practices, 

resulting in better health outcomes and overall well-being. 

Example: Basic education about hygiene and healthcare practices 

contributes to reducing infant mortality rates and improving community 

health. 
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The ''Right to Education'' is a powerful tool that contributes significantly to 

individual and societal empowerment. By ensuring universal access to 

education, promoting social inclusion, enhancing economic opportunities, 

fostering critical thinking, empowering women and girls, and improving 

health and well-being, this fundamental right paves the way for a more 

equitable and progressive society. Through policies, programs, and 

initiatives that prioritize education, we can unlock the immense potential 

for positive change and development, creating a brighter future for all. 

 

18.  Differential sex-ratio and its implications.  

Differential sex ratio refers to the unequal proportion of males and females 

within a population. This issue has significant implications for society, 

impacting social, economic, and demographic aspects. Understanding the 

factors causing this disparity and its consequences is crucial for addressing 

the underlying issues.   

 

Social Imbalance: 

Differential sex ratio leads to a skewed population distribution, creating a 

gender imbalance within society. 

Example: In parts of India and China, the prevalence of male-biased sex 

ratios has resulted in a shortage of females, leading to social challenges such 

as bride trafficking and increased instances of violence against women. 

Economic Impact: 

Gender imbalances can affect the labour market, potentially reducing female 

workforce participation and limiting economic growth. 

Example: In countries with imbalanced sex ratios, a smaller female 

workforce may hinder economic development due to an underutilization of 

half of the population’s potential. 

Marriage and Family Structure: 

Differential sex ratios can influence the marriage market, impacting family 

structures and dynamics. 

Example: In societies with a surplus of males, finding suitable brides 

becomes difficult, potentially causing delayed marriages and affecting family 

planning and stability. 
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Health and Well-being Consequences: 

An imbalanced sex ratio can result in adverse health and well-being 

outcomes for both males and females, including increased competition for 

partners. 

Example: In regions with skewed sex ratios, competition for brides may lead 

to early marriages and higher levels of stress and anxiety among individuals 

seeking partners. 

Increased Violence and Crime: 

A surplus of males due to a skewed sex ratio can lead to increased incidents 

of violence and crime within a society. 

Example: Research suggests that areas with a higher proportion of 

unmarried males may experience a rise in crime rates, including violent 

crimes and anti-social behavior. 

Societal Attitudes and Gender Norms: 

Differential sex ratios can reinforce traditional gender norms and 

stereotypes, perpetuating discrimination and bias. 

Example: In societies with imbalanced sex ratios, attitudes favouring males 

over females may become more entrenched, further exacerbating gender 

disparities. 

 

Differential sex ratio is a critical issue with far-reaching implications that 

extend beyond demographic concerns. It affects social, economic, and health 

aspects of a society, often reinforcing gender biases and inequalities. 

Addressing this issue necessitates a multifaceted approach, including 

comprehensive awareness campaigns, policies promoting gender equality, 

and efforts to challenge traditional gender norms. By tackling the root 

causes of differential sex ratio and addressing its consequences, we can 

strive for a more equitable and balanced society. 

 

19.  Write a note on the uneven impact of ‘Green Revolution’ on rural 

society.  

The Green Revolution, a period of significant agricultural advancements 

characterized by the adoption of modern technologies and improved crop 

varieties, had a profound impact on global agriculture. While it brought 

about remarkable changes and increased agricultural productivity, its 

effects were not uniform across all segments of society. 
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Increased Agricultural Productivity: 

Positive Impact: The Green Revolution led to a substantial increase in 

agricultural output through the adoption of high-yielding crop varieties and 

modern farming techniques. 

Negative Impact: Larger landholders and farmers with better access to 

resources benefited more from increased productivity, further marginalizing 

small and resource-poor farmers. 

Example: In India, wealthier farmers in Punjab and Haryana reaped 

significant benefits, while small-scale farmers in less developed regions saw 

limited improvements. 

Economic Disparities: 

Positive Impact: The Green Revolution contributed to economic growth by 

boosting agricultural income and enhancing market linkages. 

Negative Impact: Economic disparities widened as prosperous farmers 

accumulated wealth, while marginal farmers and agricultural labourers 

struggled due to lack of access to resources and landlessness. 

Example: The economic gap between large landholders and small-scale 

farmers widened in regions where the Green Revolution was implemented. 

Impact on Rural Employment: 

Positive Impact: The Green Revolution initially generated employment 

opportunities, especially during peak agricultural seasons. 

Negative Impact: Over time, the adoption of mechanization and modern 

farming techniques reduced the demand for manual labour, leading to rural 

unemployment and underemployment. 

Example: In Mexico, the Green Revolution initially increased employment 

but eventually reduced demand for agricultural labour. 

Environmental Consequences: 

Positive Impact: The Green Revolution successfully increased agricultural 

output, contributing to food security and meeting growing population 

demands. 

Negative Impact: Intensive use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides led to 

environmental degradation, soil erosion, water pollution, and loss of 

biodiversity. 

Example: In the United States, excessive use of agrochemicals during the 

Green Revolution had long-term negative environmental impacts. 
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The Green Revolution undoubtedly revolutionized agriculture and played a 

pivotal role in meeting the food demands of a rapidly growing population. 

However, its impacts were not uniformly distributed across the rural society. 

While it uplifted the economic status of some farmers and regions, it 

marginalized others, widened economic disparities, and had adverse 

environmental consequences. A more sustainable and inclusive approach to 

agriculture is crucial, emphasizing equitable distribution of benefits, 

environmental stewardship, and empowerment of marginalized 

communities to achieve a balanced and prosperous rural society. 

 

20.  Discuss the emerging forms of ‘inequalities’ and ‘acute poverty’ as 

major challenges of social transformation in India.  

India, a diverse nation undergoing rapid economic growth and social 

change, faces persistent challenges related to inequalities and acute poverty. 

These challenges have evolved with time, manifesting in different forms that 

hinder social transformation. This essay explores the emerging forms of 

inequalities and acute poverty in India, highlighting the multifaceted nature 

of these issues and providing examples to elucidate the depth of the 

problem. 

 

Economic Inequality: 

Emerging Form: The digital divide and globalization have exacerbated 

economic disparities, creating a gap between the urban rich and rural poor. 

Example: The concentration of wealth among a few billionaires in India, in 

contrast to a large population living in poverty, showcases the extent of 

economic inequality. 

Digital Divide: 

Emerging Form: Unequal access to technology and the internet, particularly 

in rural areas, limits opportunities for education, employment, and 

information. 

Example: Disparities in internet penetration and digital literacy between 

urban and rural areas underscore the digital divide. 

Educational Disparities: 

Emerging Form: Unequal access to quality education, higher education, and 

skill development opportunities perpetuates social and economic 

inequalities. 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
JANUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 
 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

Example: The wide variation in educational standards and facilities between 

urban and rural schools accentuates educational disparities. 

Healthcare Disparities: 

Emerging Form: Inequities in access to healthcare, quality healthcare 

facilities, and health insurance lead to disproportionate health outcomes. 

Example: Inadequate healthcare infrastructure in rural areas compared to 

well-equipped urban hospitals highlights healthcare disparities. 

Gender Inequality: 

Emerging Form: Despite progress, gender-based discrimination, unequal 

pay, and limited representation in decision-making persist. 

Example: The gender wage gap and underrepresentation of women in 

corporate leadership positions demonstrate persistent gender inequalities. 

Caste-based Discrimination: 

Emerging Form: Despite legal measures, caste-based discrimination 

continues to limit opportunities and social mobility for marginalized 

communities. 

Example: Incidents of caste-based violence and discrimination in various 

parts of the country highlight the deep-rooted nature of this problem. 

Climate Change Impact: 

Emerging Form: Climate change disproportionately affects vulnerable and 

marginalized communities, exacerbating poverty and inequalities. 

Example: Vulnerable regions facing extreme weather events and loss of 

livelihoods due to climate change demonstrate the differential impact on 

disadvantaged groups. 

Addressing the emerging forms of inequalities and acute poverty is crucial 

for achieving meaningful social transformation in India. As the nation 

progresses, it is imperative to adopt policies and initiatives that bridge 

economic, educational, healthcare, gender, and caste-based disparities. By 

promoting inclusive growth, equal opportunities, and sustainable 

development, India can mitigate the impact of these challenges and work 

towards a more equitable and just society. A concerted effort involving 

government, civil society, and the private sector is essential to address these 

evolving inequalities and uplift the marginalized sections of society. 
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21.  Discuss the various forms of environmental movements waged in India.  

India has a rich history of environmental movements driven by concerns 

over environmental degradation, conservation, and sustainable 

development. These movements have played a crucial role in shaping 

policies, promoting awareness, and safeguarding the environment.   

 

Chipko Movement (1970s): 

Objective: To protest against deforestation and promote forest conservation 

by hugging trees to prevent their felling. 

Impact: Led to a shift in forest policies, emphasizing community 

involvement in forest management and ecological sustainability. 

Example: The Chipko Movement in the state of Uttarakhand gained 

international attention and inspired similar movements globally. 

Narmada Bachao Andolan (1985 onwards): 

Objective: To oppose large-scale dam projects like the Sardar Sarovar Dam 

on the Narmada River and advocate for the rights of affected communities. 

Impact: Raised awareness about displacement, environmental degradation, 

and social injustice associated with big dams and influenced policy 

decisions. 

Example: Medha Patkar, a prominent activist, led the movement, attracting 

national and international support. 

Silent Valley Movement (1973-1984): 

Objective: To protect the Silent Valley rainforest in Kerala from being 

destroyed by a proposed hydroelectric project. 

Impact: Led to the preservation of the Silent Valley rainforest as a 

biodiversity hotspot and a national park. 

Example: Environmentalists and locals jointly campaigned against the 

project, emphasizing the ecological significance of the region. 

Bishnoi Movement (1730s onwards): 

Objective: To protect trees and wildlife, particularly the Khejri tree, which 

holds religious significance for the Bishnoi community. 

Impact: Promoted conservation ethics and influenced government policies 

regarding forest protection. 

Example: The Bishnoi community in Rajasthan is well-known for its strong 

commitment to environmental conservation. 
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Jungle Bachao Andolan (2019 onwards): 

Objective: To protect Aarey Forest in Mumbai from being cleared for a metro 

car shed project. 

Impact: Garnered public support and awareness regarding the importance 

of urban greenspaces and biodiversity conservation. 

Example: Activists and citizens organized protests and legal battles to save 

the Aarey Forest. 

Anti-GMO Movement (ongoing): 

Objective: To oppose the introduction and cultivation of genetically modified 

organisms (GMOs) in agriculture, citing potential risks to health and the 

environment. 

Impact: Has influenced public opinion and policy discussions on GMOs, 

promoting a cautious approach to their introduction. 

Example: Various organizations and activists advocate for stringent 

regulations and transparency in GMO research and development. 

 

Environmental movements in India have been instrumental in shaping 

policies, influencing public opinion, and conserving the environment. From 

forest conservation to opposition against large dams and GMOs, these 

movements emphasize the need for sustainable development and 

responsible environmental practices. Continued awareness, citizen 

engagement, and activism are crucial to addressing emerging environmental 

challenges and fostering a more environmentally conscious society. 

 

22.  Write a detailed note on the effects of growing slums in urban areas.  

The rapid urbanization and population growth in many parts of the world 

have led to the proliferation of slums in urban areas. Slums are 

characterized by inadequate housing, lack of basic amenities, and often 

unsustainable living conditions. 

 

Socio-economic Effects: Poverty Aggravation: 

Slums are often inhabited by the urban poor, exacerbating poverty due to 

low income levels and limited access to opportunities.  

Slum dwellers face challenges in accessing quality education and skill 

development, perpetuating the cycle of poverty.  
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Lack of stable employment opportunities in slums results in high rates of 

unemployment and underemployment, hindering economic growth.  

Slums often experience social segregation, marginalizing residents from 

mainstream society and impeding social integration. 

Environmental Effects: Sanitation and Waste Management: 

Inadequate waste management and lack of sanitation facilities lead to 

environmental pollution and public health hazards.  

Improper disposal of waste and lack of clean water sources contribute to 

water pollution and related health issues.  

Slums often encroach upon green areas, leading to deforestation and loss of 

natural habitats. 

Public Health Effects: Disease Spread: 

Overcrowding and poor sanitation in slums create ideal conditions for the 

spread of communicable diseases such as cholera, dengue, and 

tuberculosis.  

Limited access to nutritious food and healthcare services result in high rates 

of malnutrition and various health disorders among slum residents.    

Inadequate healthcare during pregnancy and childbirth, coupled with 

unsanitary living conditions, lead to a higher incidence of maternal and 

child health problems. 

Urban Planning and Infrastructure: Illegal Structures: 

Slums often consist of illegal structures that violate urban planning 

regulations, posing challenges for city planners. 

The sudden growth of slums strains urban infrastructure, including 

transportation, sanitation, and utilities, affecting the overall functioning of 

the city. 

 

The growth of slums in urban areas has far-reaching effects on socio-

economic development, public health, and environmental sustainability. 

Addressing this issue requires a multi-dimensional approach encompassing 

improved urban planning, affordable housing, access to education and 

healthcare, and sustainable livelihood opportunities. Governments, non-

governmental organizations, and local communities must collaborate to 

mitigate the adverse effects of slums and work towards inclusive urban 

development that prioritizes the well-being of all residents. 
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23.  Discuss the changing nature of the problems of working class in the 

informal sector of the economy.  

The informal sector of the economy comprises a significant portion of the 

workforce worldwide, encompassing various unregulated and non-standard 

forms of employment. Over time, the challenges faced by the working class 

in this sector have evolved due to factors such as technological 

advancements, globalization, and changing labour market dynamics.  

 

Job Insecurity: 

Traditional Problem: Lack of job security was a long-standing issue in the 

informal sector, with workers often facing irregular income and uncertain 

employment terms. 

Evolved Problem: In recent years, the gig economy and platform-based 

work have amplified job insecurity, as workers engage in short-term 

contracts or freelance gigs without the benefits associated with formal 

employment. 

Example: Ride-sharing drivers, freelance writers, and delivery workers often 

face uncertainty in earnings and lack social security benefits. 

Lack of Social Protection: 

Traditional Problem: Workers in the informal sector typically lacked access 

to social protection measures such as health insurance, retirement benefits, 

and paid leave. 

Evolved Problem: Despite contributing to the economy, gig workers and 

those in the platform economy often lack access to traditional social 

protections and employee benefits. 

Example: Food delivery couriers and app-based service providers often miss 

out on health insurance and retirement plans. 

Exploitative Working Conditions: 

Traditional Problem: Exploitative working conditions, including long 

working hours, inadequate wages, and poor safety standards, were 

prevalent in the informal sector. 

Evolved Problem: The gig economy has exacerbated this issue, with 

algorithms determining work schedules and potentially leading to overwork 

without overtime pay. 
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Example: Warehouse workers in e-commerce companies often face 

demanding schedules and challenging working conditions due to increased 

demand for fast deliveries. 

Lack of Bargaining Power: 

Traditional Problem: Workers in the informal sector often lacked collective 

bargaining power, making it difficult to negotiate for better wages and 

improved working conditions. 

Evolved Problem: Digital platforms and gig work further disempower 

workers, as they often operate in isolation and lack collective representation. 

Example: Gig workers, such as ride-share drivers, lack the ability to 

negotiate fare rates or terms of service with the platform they work for. 

 

The changing nature of work, propelled by technological advancements and 

evolving labour market dynamics, has significantly altered the problems 

faced by the working class in the informal sector. The rise of the gig economy 

and platform-based work has exacerbated issues such as job insecurity, 

lack of social protection, exploitative working conditions, and diminished 

bargaining power. Policymakers and stakeholders must adapt to these shifts 

by formulating regulations that provide adequate protection and rights for 

workers in the evolving world of work. Ensuring fair treatment, social 

security, and representation for informal sector workers is vital for achieving 

a more equitable and inclusive economy. 

 

24.  What are the factors accounting for the resurgence of ethnic identity 

movements in India?  

India, a diverse and multi-cultural country, has witnessed the resurgence 

of ethnic identity movements in various regions. These movements are 

fuelled by a complex interplay of historical, socio-political, economic, and 

cultural factors.  

 

Historical Grievances: 

Long-standing Issues: Historical grievances related to land rights, 

autonomy, and identity often form the foundation of ethnic identity 

movements. 

Example: The demand for a separate state of Telangana, rooted in historical 

injustices and socio-economic disparities faced by the people of the region. 
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Socio-Political Marginalization: 

Perceived Exclusion: Ethnic communities often feel marginalized in terms of 

political representation and resource allocation. 

Example: The Bodoland movement in Assam, where the Bodo community 

demanded a separate state due to perceived political neglect and 

discrimination. 

Economic Disparities: 

Resource Allocation Discontent: Unequal distribution of economic resources 

and development opportunities fuel grievances leading to ethnic identity 

movements. 

Example: The Gorkhaland movement in Darjeeling, rooted in demands for 

better economic prospects and equitable resource allocation. 

Cultural Identity Preservation: 

Cultural Preservation: Ethnic communities strive to preserve their unique 

cultural identity, language, and traditions in the face of dominant cultural 

influences. 

Example: The demand for the recognition of Kodava culture and traditions 

in Karnataka, as the Kodava community seeks to preserve its distinct 

identity. 

Regionalism and Linguistic Differences: 

Linguistic Diversity: Linguistic differences and regional pride often 

contribute to the rise of identity movements seeking recognition and 

protection. 

Example: The demand for a separate state of Vidarbha in Maharashtra, 

driven by linguistic and regional identity considerations. 

Political Mobilization and Leadership: 

Charismatic Leaders: Political leaders adept at mobilizing ethnic sentiments 

can galvanize communities and fuel identity movements. 

Example: Subhas Ghising’s leadership in the Gorkhaland movement in the 

1980s and 2000s, rallying the Gorkha community for statehood. 

Media and Globalization: 

Information Dissemination: Media amplifies grievances, helps organize 

movements, and mobilizes support for ethnic causes. 

Example: Social media’s role in organizing and publicizing the Jallikattu 

protests in Tamil Nadu, reflecting regional identity and traditions. 
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The resurgence of ethnic identity movements in India is a complex 

phenomenon resulting from historical grievances, socio-political 

marginalization, economic disparities, cultural preservation, linguistic 

differences, political mobilization, and media influence. Addressing the 

underlying issues requires a multi-dimensional approach, involving 

dialogue, equitable development, cultural sensitivity, and effective 

governance. Recognizing and addressing the diverse needs and aspirations 

of ethnic communities is crucial for fostering a more inclusive and 

harmonious society in India. 

 

25.  Bring out the impact of the declining significance of the agrarian 

economy.  

The agrarian economy, once the backbone of many nations, has seen a 

significant decline in its relative importance due to factors such as 

industrialization, urbanization, and technological advancements.   

 

Economic Transformation: 

Reduced Contribution to GDP: The declining share of agriculture in the 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) highlights the economic shift away from the 

agrarian sector. 

Example: In India, the contribution of agriculture to GDP has steadily 

decreased, showcasing the changing economic landscape. 

Rural to Urban Migration: 

Increased Urbanization: As agriculture loses prominence, people migrate 

from rural areas to urban centres in search of better economic prospects 

and employment opportunities. 

Example: China has witnessed a significant rural-to-urban migration trend 

as more individuals seek non-agricultural employment. 

Shift in Employment Patterns: 

Less Labor Dependency: The decline in agriculture’s significance has led to 

a reduction in the number of people employed in the agricultural sector. 

Example: Developed countries like the United States have experienced a 

shift towards a more service-oriented economy, resulting in fewer people 

engaged in farming. 
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Technological Advancements: 

Mechanization and Modernization: Agricultural technologies have 

progressed, leading to increased efficiency and higher productivity with 

fewer labour requirements. 

Example: Precision farming techniques and automated machinery have 

revolutionized the agricultural sector, minimizing the need for manual 

labour. 

Rural Economy Diversification: 

Development of Non-farm Activities: Rural areas are diversifying their 

economies by engaging in non-agricultural activities like tourism, 

handicrafts, and small-scale industries. 

Example: Rural tourism initiatives in countries like India have gained 

traction, offering alternative income sources. 

Income Inequality and Poverty Alleviation: 

Impact on Income Levels: The declining significance of agriculture can 

exacerbate income inequalities, as non-agricultural sectors often offer 

higher wages. 

Example: Sub-Saharan African countries face challenges of income 

disparities due to the declining role of agriculture in the economy. 

Food Security and Supply Chain Concerns: 

Dependence on Imports: A decline in domestic agricultural production can 

lead to increased dependency on imports, impacting food security. 

Example: Some Gulf countries, due to limited arable land and water 

resources, heavily rely on food imports. 

 

The diminishing significance of the agrarian economy has far-reaching 

impacts on various aspects of society and the economy. This transformation 

necessitates effective policies to ensure a smooth transition for the workforce 

and sustainable economic growth. Balancing industrialization, 

technological advancements, and rural development is essential to mitigate 

the challenges arising from the changing economic landscape. 

 

26.  Examine the impact of industrialization and urbanization on family 

structure.  

Industrialization and urbanization are transformative processes that 

reshape societies and their fundamental institutions, including the family 
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structure. As people migrate to cities in search of better opportunities and 

societies shift from agrarian to industrial economies, family dynamics 

undergo significant changes.   

 

Nuclear Family Dynamics: 

Industrialization Impact: Industrialization has led to a shift from extended 

families to nuclear families due to the need for mobility and flexibility in 

employment. 

Example: In the 19th and 20th centuries, the Industrial Revolution in 

Europe saw the rise of nuclear families as people moved to urban centres 

for factory jobs. 

Geographical Dispersion: 

Urbanization Impact: Urbanization often results in family members residing 

in different locations due to job opportunities and educational pursuits. 

Example: In modern cities, family members might be scattered across the 

city or even in different cities or countries due to work and educational 

commitments. 

Altered Gender Roles: 

Industrialization Impact: Industrialization has led to a re-evaluation and 

transformation of traditional gender roles, with more women participating 

in the workforce. 

Example: The feminist movement gained momentum during the industrial 

era, advocating for gender equality and challenging traditional family roles. 

Changing Parent-Child Relationships: 

Urbanization Impact: Urbanization and industrialization can result in 

decreased intergenerational interaction due to physical distance and busy 

lifestyles. 

Example: In modern urban families, due to work demands, parents may 

have less time to spend with their children compared to earlier agrarian 

societies. 

Impact on Family Size: 

Industrialization Impact: Industrialization has generally led to a decline in 

family size due to increased educational and economic opportunities for 

individuals, influencing family planning decisions. 

Example: The demographic transition during industrialization saw a 

decrease in birth rates in many industrialized nations. 
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Technology and Communication: 

Urbanization Impact: Technological advancements facilitate better 

communication and connection among family members despite 

geographical dispersion. 

Example: Video calls, social media, and messaging apps help families stay 

connected even when residing in different parts of the world. 

Economic Dependence and Autonomy: 

Industrialization Impact: Industrialization and urbanization can result in 

economic independence for individuals, reducing their economic 

dependency on the family. 

Example: With better job opportunities in urban areas, individuals can 

achieve financial autonomy earlier, impacting family support dynamics. 

 

Industrialization and urbanization have profound effects on family 

structures, altering their size, dynamics, geographical dispersion, and roles. 

The transformation of family structures is a result of the changing societal 

and economic landscape, with families adapting to new opportunities and 

challenges. Understanding these shifts is vital for policymakers and 

societies to develop policies and support systems that accommodate evolving 

family structures and needs. 

 

27.  How is ageing becoming an emerging issue in Indian society?  

India, like many other countries, is experiencing a significant demographic 

shift with a rapidly increasing elderly population. This transformation has 

brought ageing to the forefront as a crucial emerging issue in Indian society.  

 

Demographic Transition: 

Rising Elderly Population: India is witnessing a demographic transition 

characterized by an increasing proportion of the elderly population due to 

advancements in healthcare, better nutrition, and a decline in birth rates. 

Example: According to the World Population Prospects, the number of 

elderly individuals (60 years and above) in India is expected to reach nearly 

319 million by 2050. 
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Healthcare Challenges: 

Healthcare Access and Affordability: As people age, their healthcare needs 

increase. Access to quality healthcare and affordability of medical services 

become significant challenges for the elderly. 

Example: The prevalence of non-communicable diseases like diabetes, 

cardiovascular diseases, and arthritis among the elderly necessitates 

specialized healthcare services. 

Social Isolation and Loneliness: 

Changing Family Structure: Urbanization and migration often result in the 

breakdown of the traditional joint family system, leading to increased social 

isolation and loneliness among the elderly. 

Example: Elderly individuals living alone in urban areas, especially when 

their children live in other cities or countries, face social isolation and a lack 

of emotional support. 

Financial Security and Pension Systems: 

Inadequate Pension Coverage: A significant portion of the elderly population 

lacks financial security, particularly those engaged in the informal sector 

without access to pension benefits. 

Example: The absence of a comprehensive social security net forces many 

elderly individuals to rely on family support, which can strain the resources 

of the working-age population. 

Elder Abuse and Neglect: 

Vulnerability and Exploitation: The elderly are often vulnerable to abuse, 

neglect, and financial exploitation, which are serious concerns within Indian 

society. 

Example: Cases of elder abuse, including physical, emotional, and financial 

abuse, are reported across the country, necessitating awareness campaigns 

and legal measures. 

Employment and Social Participation: 

Challenges in Employment: Limited employment opportunities for the 

elderly lead to financial dependency and a lack of social engagement. 

Example: Many elderly individuals face age-based discrimination in the job 

market, making it difficult for them to find suitable employment 

opportunities. 
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Ageing is undoubtedly an emerging issue in Indian society, with profound 

implications for healthcare, social support systems, economic policies, and 

societal attitudes. Addressing the challenges associated with an ageing 

population requires comprehensive strategies, including improving 

healthcare infrastructure, implementing social security measures, 

promoting intergenerational bonding, and raising awareness about elder 

rights and well-being. The holistic approach involves collaboration between 

the government, civil society, and communities to ensure a dignified and 

fulfilling life for the elderly in India. 

 

28.  Discuss the relevance of historical method in the study of society. 

The historical method is a fundamental approach in social sciences, 

including sociology, for understanding societal development, changes, and 

continuity over time. It involves analyzing past events, contexts, and trends 

to comprehend the dynamics that have shaped contemporary societies. This 

method is crucial for evaluating societal transformations, identifying 

patterns, and making informed predictions about future developments. 

 

Understanding Societal Evolution: The historical method enables the 

examination of societal changes and the evolution of cultures, institutions, 

and norms. By studying historical contexts and events, sociologists can 

trace the development of social structures and practices. For instance, 

analyzing the industrial revolution and its impact on societal structures 

provides insights into contemporary labour practices and economic 

systems. 

Identifying Long-term Trends: Through the historical method, long-term 

trends and patterns in social phenomena can be identified. Societal 

developments, such as demographic shifts, technological advancements, or 

political changes, can be analyzed over extended periods, aiding in 

understanding the factors that influence societal dynamics. For example, 

analyzing demographic trends over centuries helps predict future 

population growth and its implications on various social aspects. 

Contextualizing Contemporary Issues: The historical method allows for a 

deeper understanding of contemporary social issues by placing them in 

historical context. For instance, studying the historical roots of racial 
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discrimination provides insights into the origins and persistence of racial 

inequalities in modern societies. 

Evaluating the Impact of Historical Events: Understanding the impact of 

significant historical events, such as wars, revolutions, or economic crises, 

on societies is vital. By analyzing how these events have shaped societal 

structures, values, and power dynamics, sociologists can predict the 

potential outcomes of similar events in the future. 

Assessing Cultural Continuity and Change: The historical method is 

essential in analyzing cultural continuity and change within societies. By 

studying cultural practices, beliefs, and values across different periods, 

researchers can determine how culture has evolved and the factors that 

have influenced these changes. 

Informing Public Policies: Historical analysis assists in shaping public 

policies by providing insights into the effectiveness of past policies and their 

outcomes. It helps policymakers learn from historical successes and 

failures, leading to the development of more informed and effective policies. 

For example, historical studies on healthcare systems can inform policy 

decisions to enhance healthcare delivery. 

 

The historical method is a critical tool in sociology that allows for a 

comprehensive understanding of societal development and dynamics. By 

examining historical contexts and events, sociologists can identify patterns, 

assess the impact of historical events, and make informed predictions about 

future societal changes. Utilizing this method enhances our ability to 

address contemporary social issues, inform public policies, and foster a 

deeper understanding of the complex and dynamic nature of human 

societies. 

 

29.  What are variables ? Discuss their role in experimental research.  

Variables are crucial elements in scientific research, especially in 

experimental studies. A variable is any characteristic, number, or quantity 

that can be measured or quantified, and it can vary or change over time or 

in different conditions. Understanding and manipulating variables is 

essential in experimental research as they help in investigating cause-and-

effect relationships and studying the impact of certain factors on outcomes. 
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Definition and Types of Variables: 

Independent Variable (IV):This is the variable that is manipulated or 

changed deliberately by the researcher to observe its effect on other 

variables. It is the cause or the input in an experiment. 

Dependent Variable (DV):The dependent variable is the outcome or the effect 

that is measured in response to changes in the independent variable. It is 

the result or output that is influenced by the independent variable. 

Control Variables: These are variables that are kept constant during an 

experiment to ensure that the changes observed are due to the independent 

variable and no other factors. 

Role of Variables in Experimental Research: 

Establishing Cause and Effect: The manipulation of the independent 

variable allows researchers to observe and measure its impact on the 

dependent variable. This establishes a cause-and-effect relationship, a 

fundamental aspect of experimental research. 

Control and Precision: By controlling other variables and keeping them 

constant, researchers can isolate the effect of the independent variable, 

making the results more precise and reliable. 

Replication and Generalization: By carefully identifying and defining 

variables, other researchers can replicate the experiment, which is crucial 

for validating the findings and generalizing them to a broader population or 

context. 

Examples of Variables in Experimental Research: 

Example 1: Drug Efficacy Study: 

Independent Variable: Dosage of a new drug (e.g., low, medium, high). 

Dependent Variable: Reduction in blood pressure after administering the 

drug. 

Control Variables: Age, gender, lifestyle habits, initial blood pressure levels. 

Example 2: Educational Intervention Study: 

Independent Variable: Teaching method (e.g., traditional, technology-

based). 

Dependent Variable: Student academic performance (e.g., test scores). 

Control Variables: Prior academic performance, student engagement. 

Ethical Considerations: 

When conducting experiments involving human subjects, ethical 

considerations include ensuring informed consent, minimizing harm, and 
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maintaining confidentiality to protect the rights and well-being of 

participants. 

Variables are pivotal in experimental research as they allow researchers to 

study the relationship between different factors and their impact on 

outcomes. Understanding the roles of independent, dependent, and control 

variables is essential in designing and conducting experiments that provide 

meaningful and reliable insights into the phenomena being studied. 

Experimental research, driven by precise manipulation and measurement 

of variables, contributes significantly to advancing knowledge and 

addressing various scientific inquiries. 

 

30.  'Which concepts did Weber use to analyse the forms of legitimate 

domination ?.  

Max Weber, a prominent sociologist, is known for his analysis of authority 

and legitimate domination in society. He identified three types of legitimate 

domination, each associated with specific concepts that help explain how 

authority is legitimized and maintained. Understanding these concepts is 

crucial for comprehending the structure and dynamics of authority within 

various social systems. 

 

Traditional Authority: 

Traditional authority is based on the belief in the sanctity of time-honoured 

norms and values. It is passed down through generations and often 

associated with customs and traditions. 

Characteristics: 

Inherited positions of power. 

Adherence to established customs and rituals. 

Example: Monarchies, feudal societies, and tribal leadership structures are 

typical examples of traditional authority. The authority of a hereditary 

monarch is legitimized by the tradition of royalty passed down through 

generations. 

Charismatic Authority: 

Charismatic authority is based on the exceptional qualities or charisma of 

an individual leader. People follow this leader due to their extraordinary 

abilities, vision, or magnetic personality. 

Characteristics: 
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Personal appeal and magnetism of the leader. 

Followers are inspired and influenced by the leader’s vision and ideas. 

Example: Martin Luther King Jr. had charismatic authority during the 

American civil rights movement. His leadership and ability to inspire masses 

through his speeches and ideas made him a charismatic figure. 

Rational-Legal Authority: 

Rational-legal authority is based on a system of rules and laws. It is 

grounded in established laws, procedures, and the belief in the legality and 

legitimacy of the rules and those enforcing them. 

Characteristics: 

Authority is vested in positions rather than individuals. 

Authority is derived from rules and regulations. 

Example: Modern democratic governments are examples of rational-legal 

authority. Elected officials hold authority based on established legal 

frameworks and the consent of the governed. 

Hybrid Forms: 

Weber acknowledged that in reality, authority often involves a combination 

of these three ideal types rather than existing in pure forms. 

Characteristics: 

Blend of traditional, charismatic, and rational-legal elements. 

Example: A contemporary business leader might possess both charismatic 

qualities (charismatic authority) and derive authority from the 

organization’s rules and regulations (rational-legal authority). 

Weber’s conceptual framework for legitimate domination provides a 

profound understanding of the diverse ways authority is established and 

maintained in societies. By categorizing authority into traditional, 

charismatic, and rational-legal types, Weber shed light on the sources of 

legitimacy that underlie different forms of governance and social structures. 

These concepts remain foundational in the study of authority and continue 

to be relevant in analyzing contemporary power dynamics and leadership 

structures in society. 

 

31.  “No society can either be absolutely open or absolutely closed.” 

Comment.  

The concept of societal openness and closure refers to the degree to which 

a society allows interactions, influences, and mobility across its boundaries. 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
JANUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 
 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

No society can be completely open or completely closed; instead, societies 

fall along a spectrum, displaying varying levels of openness or closure. This 

dynamic interplay is influenced by historical, cultural, economic, and 

political factors that shape societal attitudes and policies regarding 

interaction with the outside world. 

 

Studies of social mobility invariably leads one to the question of openness 

and closeness of a society. Mobility is not possible if a society is rigid enough 

to allow any movement within its graded structure. On the other hand, 

mobility is facilitated if a society exhibits  flexible character.  Very little 

vertical mobility is possible in a closed society. Pre-modem Colombia and 

India more or less approximate such type. In contrast, an open society 

allows for greater vertical social mobility. However, even in open societies 

people cannot move from one stratum to  another without resistance. Every 

society has established criteria - which might be proper manners, family 

lineage, education, or racial affiliation etc., which must satisfy before people 

can move to a higher social level.   

 

Most open societies tend to be highly industrialised. As societies 

industrialize, new skills are demanded and occupations were created that 

were pervasively unnecessary. New occupations mean more opportunities 

for a wide section of people. Additionally, urbanization contributes to vertical 

social mobility because ascriptive criteria become less important in the 

anonymity of the city. People become achievement oriented, competitive, 

and status-striving . In industrial societies, most often government also 

undertake welfare programmes which foster mobility.   

 

What makes mobility a reality is a change in occupation structure, enlarging 

the range and propulsion of middle - and upper-level occupations while 

reducing the proportions of lower ones. Mobility created by changes in the 

occupational structure of the society is called  structural mobility 

(sometimes also called forced mobility). 

 

In modern industrial societies it is mainly the 'achievement' oriented criteria 

that determine upward mobility. Most modem societies are believed to be 

more 'open' to facilitate social mobility. Nevertheless, every society has its 
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own criteria and mobility attempts are also resisted differently.  Generally 

speaking, all industrial societies exhibit a more or less similar degree of 

mobility.  

 

Societal openness and closure are not absolute states but exist along a 

continuum, shaped by historical, cultural, economic, and political factors. 

Striking a balance between openness and closure is essential for societies 

to thrive, allowing for the exchange of ideas, economic growth, and 

preservation of cultural identity. The dynamics between these two aspects 

are crucial in understanding the complexities of societies and navigating the 

challenges and opportunities presented by a globalized world. 

 

 

 

 


