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1.  Discuss the paradigm of modernization of Indian tradition in analyzing 

social change in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The paradigm of modernization of Indian tradition is a sociological framework 

that seeks to understand the complex process of social change in India. It 

involves the adaptation of traditional values, practices, and institutions to 

accommodate modernity and Western influences. This paradigm has been 

instrumental in analyzing the transformation of Indian society and culture in 

response to globalization, urbanization, and economic development. 

Key Aspects of the Modernization of Indian Tradition Paradigm: 

1. Coexistence of Tradition and Modernity: 

 This paradigm recognizes that India is characterized by a 

dualistic nature where traditional customs and beliefs coexist 

with modern practices. For example, while traditional arranged 

marriages are prevalent, there is also a rise in love marriages 

influenced by urbanization and changing attitudes. 

2. Impact of Education and Urbanization: 

 Education and urbanization play pivotal roles in modernization. 

Higher education levels and urban living often lead to greater 

exposure to new ideas and values. For instance, urban centers 

like Bangalore and Hyderabad have become hubs of 

technological innovation, driving economic development. 

3. Changing Gender Roles: 

 Modernization has challenged traditional gender roles and 

norms. Women in India are increasingly participating in the 

workforce and pursuing higher education. The paradigm 

highlights how this shift is reshaping family dynamics and 

social structures. 

4. Media and Globalization: 
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 Mass media and globalization have had a profound impact on 

Indian society. The paradigm acknowledges how media, 

especially television and the internet, have facilitated the spread 

of Western culture, fashion, and consumerism. 

5. Political and Legal Changes: 

 Legislative changes and government policies have contributed 

to modernization. For example, the economic liberalization of 

the 1990s opened up India to global markets, leading to 

significant economic growth. 

Examples: 

 The Green Revolution in India, which introduced modern agricultural 

practices and technologies in the 1960s, is a prime example of 

modernization in the agricultural sector. It increased agricultural 

productivity and transformed rural economies. 

 The decline in the caste-based occupational hierarchy in urban areas 

is another manifestation of modernization. As people move away from 

traditional occupations, such as manual scavenging, to pursue diverse 

career opportunities in cities, caste-based roles are gradually eroding. 

The paradigm of modernization of Indian tradition provides a valuable 

framework for understanding the ongoing social changes in India. It 

recognizes that modernization is not a linear process of discarding tradition 

but rather a complex interplay between tradition and modernity. As India 

continues to evolve in response to globalization, urbanization, and 

technological advancements, this paradigm helps us analyze and appreciate 

the multifaceted nature of social change in the country. 

 

2.  What is patriarchy? How does it affect the child socialization pattern 

in India? (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 
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Patriarchy is a social system characterized by male dominance and the 

concentration of power and authority in the hands of men. It is deeply rooted 

in many societies, including India, and influences various aspects of social 

life, including child socialization patterns. It is marked by gender-based 

inequalities, where men enjoy privileges, dominance, and authority, while 

women are often relegated to subordinate roles. Patriarchy can manifest in 

various forms, including cultural norms, laws, economic structures, and 

social institutions. 

Effects of Patriarchy on Child Socialization Pattern in India: 

1. Gender Role Stereotyping: 

 Patriarchy reinforces traditional gender roles, where boys are 

expected to be strong, assertive, and dominant, while girls are 

expected to be nurturing, submissive, and focused on 

household responsibilities. These stereotypes are ingrained in 

children from a young age. 

2. Differential Treatment: 

 Patriarchal societies often provide preferential treatment to boys 

over girls. This differential treatment can manifest in areas such 

as education, nutrition, and healthcare. For example, families 

may prioritize sending boys to school while expecting girls to 

help with household chores. 

3. Reproduction of Norms: 

 Children observe and internalize gendered behavior from their 

families and communities. They learn to replicate traditional 

gender norms, which perpetuate patriarchy. For instance, boys 

might imitate their fathers in dominating conversations, while 

girls learn to be submissive. 

4. Media Influence: 

 Patriarchal values are often reinforced through media, 

including television shows, movies, and advertisements. 

Children consume media content that portrays traditional 
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gender roles, shaping their perceptions of what is considered 

normal and acceptable behavior. 

5. Educational Biases: 

 Gender biases in education can affect child socialization 

patterns. Teachers may unconsciously reinforce stereotypes by 

assigning specific tasks or roles to boys and girls. This can limit 

the development of critical thinking skills and perpetuate 

traditional gender roles. 

Examples: 

 The practice of dowry in India, where the bride's family is expected to 

provide gifts and money to the groom's family during marriage, reflects 

the economic aspect of patriarchy. This tradition has perpetuated the 

preference for male children, as sons are seen as future economic 

assets, while daughters are considered financial liabilities. 

 Child marriage, although illegal in India, is still practiced in some 

regions. This practice, rooted in patriarchy, reinforces the idea that 

girls should be married off early and controlled by their husbands and 

in-laws. 

Patriarchy significantly influences the child socialization pattern in India, 

shaping children's beliefs, behaviours, and attitudes regarding gender roles 

and relationships. Addressing patriarchy and promoting gender equality in 

child socialization is crucial for creating a more equitable and inclusive 

society where boys and girls have equal opportunities and are not limited by 

traditional gender norms and biases. 

 

3.  Discuss the problems of elderly in India. What are the different 

perspectives to solve their problems?. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - 

Sociology, Paper 2). 

India is experiencing a significant demographic shift, with a growing 

population of elderly individuals. While this demographic transition is a 

testament to improved healthcare and longevity, it also brings forth a range 
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of challenges for the elderly population in the country. Addressing these 

challenges requires a multi-faceted approach.   

Problems of the Elderly in India: 

1. Healthcare: 

 Lack of access to quality healthcare services is a major concern 

for the elderly. Age-related health issues, chronic diseases, and 

limited financial resources compound this problem. 

 Example: Many elderly individuals in rural areas face 

challenges accessing healthcare facilities, leading to delayed 

diagnosis and treatment. 

2. Financial Insecurity: 

 A significant portion of the elderly population lacks financial 

security and relies on meagre pensions or support from family 

members. Inflation and rising living costs can strain their 

finances. 

 Example: Elderly widows without a stable income source often 

face economic hardships. 

3. Loneliness and Isolation: 

 Social isolation and loneliness are common among the elderly, 

particularly in urban areas where changing lifestyles have 

disrupted traditional support systems. 

 Example: Many elderly individuals spend their days alone, 

leading to mental health issues like depression. 

4. Elder Abuse: 

 Elder abuse, both physical and emotional, is a growing concern. 

The elderly are often vulnerable to mistreatment, neglect, or 

financial exploitation. 

 Example: Cases of elderly individuals being mistreated by 

family members or caregivers have been reported. 

5. Lack of Employment Opportunities: 
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 Many elderly individuals continue to work well past retirement 

age due to financial constraints. However, limited employment 

opportunities for the elderly pose challenges. 

 Example: Elderly individuals working as security guards or in 

low-paying jobs due to a lack of alternative opportunities. 

Different Perspectives to Solve Elderly Problems: 

1. Social Welfare Programs: 

 The government can implement social welfare programs 

targeting the elderly, such as old-age pensions and healthcare 

subsidies, to alleviate financial stress. 

 Example: The National Old Age Pension Scheme provides 

financial assistance to eligible elderly individuals. 

2. Community Support: 

 Encouraging community engagement and support networks 

can combat loneliness and isolation. Community centers and 

programs can facilitate social interaction among the elderly. 

 Example: Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) often 

organize activities and support groups for the elderly. 

3. Awareness and Education: 

 Raising awareness about elder abuse and providing education 

on elderly rights can help prevent mistreatment and 

exploitation. 

 Example: Workshops and campaigns on elder abuse 

prevention. 

4. Employment Opportunities: 

 Creating part-time or flexible employment opportunities tailored 

to the skills and capacities of the elderly can improve their 

financial situation. 

 Example: Some companies hire elderly individuals as 

consultants or part-time employees for their experience and 

expertise. 

5. Promoting Intergenerational Bonding: 
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 Programs that facilitate interaction between different age 

groups, such as involving the elderly in mentoring youth, can 

foster intergenerational relationships and provide emotional 

support. 

 Example: Schools partnering with senior citizen homes for joint 

activities. 

Addressing the problems faced by the elderly in India requires a 

comprehensive approach involving government policies, community 

initiatives, and awareness campaigns. Ensuring the well-being and dignity of 

the elderly is not only a matter of social justice but also vital for the holistic 

development of society as a whole. 

 

4.  Discuss Marxist approach to the analysis of Indian nationalism. (UPSC 

CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The Marxist approach to the analysis of Indian nationalism offers a unique 

perspective on the historical development and class dynamics of the 

nationalist movement in India. Rooted in the ideas of Karl Marx and Friedrich 

Engels, this approach focuses on the role of economic and class factors in 

shaping the trajectory of Indian nationalism.   

Key Aspects of the Marxist Approach to Indian Nationalism: 

1. Class Struggle and Capitalism: 

 Marxism posits that society is divided into classes based on 

ownership of the means of production. The Marxist perspective 

on Indian nationalism emphasizes the role of class struggle 

within the context of colonialism and capitalism. 

 Example: The exploitative economic policies of British colonial 

rule in India led to the impoverishment of the masses, creating 

fertile ground for class-based resistance. 

2. Bourgeoisie and Proletariat: 

 According to Marxism, the bourgeoisie (capitalist class) seeks to 

maintain and expand its wealth, often at the expense of the 
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proletariat (working class). The Marxist analysis of Indian 

nationalism considers how these class divisions influenced the 

nationalist movement. 

 Example: The Indian National Congress, which initially 

represented the interests of the Indian bourgeoisie, sought 

constitutional reforms and gradual political change within the 

colonial system. 

3. Imperialism and Colonial Exploitation: 

 Marxism critiques imperialism as an extension of capitalist 

exploitation. The Marxist perspective on Indian nationalism 

underscores how British colonialism served the interests of the 

British bourgeoisie, leading to the plunder of India''s resources. 

 Example: The drain of wealth from India to Britain, as 

highlighted by Dadabhai Naoroji, was a manifestation of this 

economic exploitation. 

4. Role of the Working Class: 

 Marxists argue that the working class, as a revolutionary force, 

has the potential to challenge both colonialism and capitalism. 

The analysis of Indian nationalism from a Marxist perspective 

examines the role of the working class in the anti-colonial 

struggle. 

 Example: Labor strikes and protests by industrial workers in 

places like Bombay played a crucial role in the broader 

nationalist movement. 

5. Caste and Class Intersections: 

 Marxism in India recognizes the intersection of caste and class. 

The exploitation of Dalits and lower-caste groups is seen as part 

of the broader class struggle. 

 Example: The Dalit Panthers, a radical Dalit organization, 

sought to unite caste and class struggles to address the dual 

oppression faced by Dalits. 
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The Marxist approach to the analysis of Indian nationalism offers a lens 

through which to understand the intertwined forces of colonialism, 

capitalism, and class struggle in shaping the nationalist movement. While it 

may not provide a complete picture, it highlights the significance of economic 

and class factors in understanding the dynamics of Indian nationalism during 

the colonial era. This perspective underscores the complexity of the 

nationalist movement, where various social, economic, and political forces 

intersected in the struggle for independence. 

 

5.  What are the basic tenets of Hindu religion? Is Hinduism based on 

monotheism or polytheism?. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 

2). 

Hinduism, one of the world's oldest religions, is characterized by its rich 

diversity and a wide range of beliefs and practices. It is often described as a 

pluralistic tradition due to the presence of multiple deities and philosophical 

schools of thought.  

Basic Tenets of Hinduism: 

1. Belief in Dharma: Dharma is the moral and ethical duty that 

individuals must uphold in their lives. It includes righteousness, duty, 

justice, and the principles that guide one's behavior. 

2. Karma and Reincarnation: Hindus believe in the concept of karma, 

which means that one's actions have consequences in this life or the 

next. Reincarnation, the cycle of birth and rebirth, is driven by karma. 

Good deeds lead to positive karma and a higher birth in the next life, 

while bad deeds result in negative karma and a lower birth. 

3. Moksha (Liberation): The ultimate goal of Hinduism is to achieve 

moksha, liberation from the cycle of reincarnation and union with the 

divine. This is often pursued through spiritual practices, self-

realization, and devotion. 

4. Polytheism and Henotheism: Hinduism is known for its pantheon of 

deities. While there are numerous gods and goddesses, some Hindus 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
MARCH 2024 RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

may focus their devotion on a particular deity (henotheism). Common 

deities include Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the preserver), and Shiva 

(the destroyer), among many others. 

5. Vedas and Sacred Texts: Hinduism's sacred texts include the Vedas, 

Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and epics like the Ramayana and 

Mahabharata. These texts provide guidance on rituals, philosophy, 

and spirituality. 

Monotheism or Polytheism in Hinduism: 

Hinduism is often described as both monotheistic and polytheistic, and this 

apparent contradiction is rooted in its diversity. The concept of Brahman, the 

ultimate reality or universal soul, is central to Hindu philosophy. From a 

monotheistic perspective, some Hindus believe that all deities are 

manifestations of this singular, formless Brahman. This is known as monism. 

However, Hinduism also embraces polytheism, as it recognizes and venerates 

a multitude of gods and goddesses with distinct attributes and functions. 

Devotees may choose to worship a specific deity based on their personal 

beliefs and needs. This is referred to as polytheism. 

Examples: 

1. Monotheistic Perspective: Some followers of Advaita Vedanta, a 

philosophical school of Hinduism, emphasize the ultimate oneness of 

all existence and view all gods and goddesses as different expressions 

of the same divine reality (Brahman). 

2. Polytheistic Practices: Devotees of Lord Krishna celebrate 

Janmashtami, a festival dedicated to Krishna's birth. Similarly, 

devotees of Goddess Durga celebrate Navaratri, a festival honouring 

the goddess's various forms. 

Hinduism’s diversity allows for a wide range of interpretations and beliefs, 

accommodating both monotheistic and polytheistic perspectives. It is a 

complex and evolving tradition that encompasses various philosophical 

schools of thought and practices, making it one of the most diverse and 

enduring religious traditions in the world. 
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6.  Why is it necessary to implement PCPNDT Act in India?. (UPSC CSE 

Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 

enacted in India in 1994, is a crucial piece of legislation aimed at addressing 

the grave issue of female foeticide and skewed gender ratios. It is necessary 

to implement this act to combat the widespread misuse of prenatal diagnostic 

techniques, which has led to the selective abortion of female fetuses and a 

significant gender imbalance in the country. 

Importance of Implementing the PCPNDT Act in India: 

1. Preventing Gender-Based Sex Selective Abortions: 

 The PCPNDT Act aims to curb the practice of sex-selective 

abortions, primarily targeting female fetuses. This practice 

perpetuates gender discrimination and results in an 

imbalanced sex ratio. 

2. Promoting Gender Equality: 

 The act is essential for promoting gender equality by 

safeguarding the rights and dignity of female children. It 

addresses the deep-seated bias against females in Indian 

society. 

3. Balancing Sex Ratios: 

 India faces a severe gender imbalance, with many states 

reporting skewed sex ratios. The PCPNDT Act seeks to restore 

equilibrium in the sex ratios, contributing to a healthier 

demographic structure. 

4. Preventing Decline in the Female Population: 

 Without the PCPNDT Act, the female population in India could 

continue to decline, leading to significant social and 
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demographic challenges, including issues related to marriage 

and social harmony. 

5. Fostering Positive Societal Change: 

 Implementing the PCPNDT Act sends a strong message that 

society is committed to change. It encourages people to 

reconsider their attitudes toward gender and challenges 

harmful stereotypes. 

Examples: 

 Haryana, a state in India with a historically skewed sex ratio, has 

shown significant improvement in its sex ratio following rigorous 

implementation of the PCPNDT Act and awareness campaigns. In 

2001, the sex ratio in Haryana was 861 females per 1,000 males, and 

by 2011, it had increased to 879 females per 1,000 males. 

 The "Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao" (Save the Girl Child, Educate the Girl 

Child) campaign, launched by the Indian government, works in 

tandem with the PCPNDT Act to promote gender equality and address 

the issue of female foeticide. 

The implementation of the PCPNDT Act is a critical step in combating gender-

based sex-selective abortions and restoring gender balance in India. It is a 

multifaceted effort that requires not only strict legal enforcement but also 

changes in societal attitudes and awareness campaigns. By safeguarding the 

rights of female children and promoting gender equality, the PCPNDT Act 

contributes to building a more equitable and inclusive society. 

 

7.  Important components of National Education Policy in India. (UPSC 

CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The National Education Policy (NEP) in India is a comprehensive framework 

that aims to transform the education system to meet the evolving needs of the 

nation. It was approved by the Indian government in July 2020 and is set to 
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play a pivotal role in shaping the future of education in the country. The NEP 

outlines several crucial components that are instrumental in realizing its 

objectives. 

Key Components of the National Education Policy in India: 

1. Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE): The NEP recognizes the 

significance of ECCE in a child's development and proposes the 

integration of preschool education into the formal schooling system. 

This component ensures that children receive quality education right 

from the beginning, setting a strong foundation for their future. For 

instance, the NEP emphasizes the establishment of Anganwadi centers 

to provide early childhood education and nutrition services. 

2. Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education: The NEP encourages a 

multidisciplinary approach, allowing students to choose subjects from 

various streams, including science, arts, and commerce. This flexibility 

empowers students to pursue their interests and fosters a well-

rounded education. For example, a student can study biology and 

music simultaneously, promoting a holistic learning experience. 

3. Curriculum Reforms: The policy advocates for a curriculum redesign 

to make it more skill-oriented, practical, and in tune with global 

standards. It emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, and 

creativity over rote learning. As an example, the NEP suggests 

integrating coding and vocational skills into the school curriculum. 

4. Teacher Training and Professional Development: To enhance the 

quality of education, the NEP emphasizes continuous professional 

development for teachers. This includes training programs, 

workshops, and access to modern teaching methods. For instance, in-

service training programs for teachers help them adapt to the changing 

needs of the education system. 

5. Technology Integration: The NEP recognizes the role of technology in 

education and promotes the use of digital resources, online courses, 
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and interactive learning platforms. The policy envisions a technology-

driven education system that bridges the digital divide. As an example, 

the SWAYAM platform offers free online courses to students across 

India. 

6. Assessment and Evaluation Reforms: The NEP encourages a shift from 

high-stakes examinations to a more comprehensive and continuous 

evaluation system. It promotes formative assessments and reduces the 

burden of board exams. For instance, the policy suggests introducing 

standardized tests like the National Testing Agency's (NTA) common 

entrance exams for university admissions. 

7. Equity and Inclusion: The NEP emphasizes inclusive education by 

addressing the needs of students from marginalized communities, 

including those with disabilities. It promotes the creation of special 

education zones and inclusive classrooms. For example, the ''Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan'' program strives to ensure access to quality 

education for all children. 

The National Education Policy in India encompasses a wide range of 

components that are essential for transforming the education system. These 

components address the need for quality early education, curriculum 

reforms, teacher training, technology integration, and equity in education. By 

implementing these components effectively, India can strive towards 

providing a world-class education system that prepares its youth for the 

challenges and opportunities of the 21st century. 

 

8.  Main objectives of Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP). (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - 

Sociology, Paper 2). 

The Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) is a significant initiative in India aimed at 

promoting the socio-economic development of tribal communities, who are 

often marginalized and face various challenges. It is a strategy that focuses 

on allocating a proportionate share of the budget for the welfare and 
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development of tribal populations. This response will outline the main 

objectives of the Tribal Sub-Plan in India, offering detailed insights and 

examples where applicable. 

Main Objectives of Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP): 

1. Eradication of Poverty: TSP's primary objective is to reduce poverty 

among tribal communities. It seeks to ensure that tribal households 

have access to basic amenities, livelihood opportunities, and a decent 

standard of living. For example, various poverty alleviation programs 

under TSP aim to provide employment and income generation 

opportunities to tribal populations. 

2. Education and Literacy: One of the key goals of TSP is to improve 

educational outcomes among tribal children. It aims to increase 

enrollment, reduce drop-out rates, and enhance the quality of 

education in tribal areas. For instance, the establishment of Eklavya 

Model Residential Schools (EMRS) is a part of this objective, providing 

quality education to tribal students. 

3. Healthcare and Nutrition: TSP places a strong emphasis on healthcare 

and nutrition, aiming to reduce health disparities among tribal 

communities. This includes the provision of better healthcare facilities, 

immunization programs, and nutrition support through schemes like 

the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS). 

4. Infrastructure Development: TSP focuses on creating essential 

infrastructure in tribal areas, such as roads, bridges, and drinking 

water supply, to improve connectivity and living conditions. For 

example, the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) ensures 

road connectivity to tribal villages, enhancing accessibility. 

5. Land and Resource Rights: Ensuring land and resource rights for 

tribal communities is a crucial objective. TSP aims to protect tribal 

land from encroachments and provide secure land titles to tribal 
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individuals and communities. The Forest Rights Act, 2006, is a 

significant legal framework that supports this objective. 

6. Capacity Building: TSP seeks to empower tribal communities by 

enhancing their skills, knowledge, and capacity to participate in the 

development process. This includes training in agriculture, 

entrepreneurship, and sustainable livelihoods. For instance, the 

National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) provides skill development 

training to tribal youth. 

7. Preservation of Culture and Heritage: Recognizing the rich cultural 

diversity of tribal communities, TSP promotes the preservation of their 

cultural heritage and traditions. It supports initiatives that document, 

promote, and celebrate tribal art, music, and folklore. 

The Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) in India plays a pivotal role in addressing the socio-

economic disparities faced by tribal communities. Its objectives encompass 

poverty reduction, education, healthcare, infrastructure development, land 

rights, capacity building, and cultural preservation. By effectively 

implementing these objectives, the TSP contributes to the holistic 

development and empowerment of tribal populations, ensuring that they too 

benefit from India's progress and growth. However, continuous monitoring 

and evaluation are essential to ensure that the objectives of TSP are met and 

that tribal communities experience tangible improvements in their quality of 

life. 

 

9.  Effect of displacement through development on the rural landless and 

marginal farmers. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

Displacement through development projects, such as the construction of 

dams, highways, industrial zones, and urban expansion, has been a 

longstanding issue in rural areas, particularly affecting landless and marginal 

farmers. While such projects may be necessary for economic growth, they 
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often have profound effects on the livelihoods and well-being of these 

vulnerable groups.  

Effects of Displacement on Rural Landless and Marginal Farmers 

1. Loss of Livelihood: Displacement often results in the loss of farmland 

or access to common resources, leaving landless and marginal farmers 

without a source of income. For example, the construction of a dam 

may submerge fertile agricultural land, rendering farmers jobless. 

2. Inadequate Compensation: Farmers who are displaced may receive 

compensation, but it is frequently inadequate to support their 

livelihoods or to purchase equivalent land or resources elsewhere. This 

can lead to increased poverty and vulnerability. 

3. Relocation Challenges: Even if land is provided as compensation, it 

may not be of comparable quality or in a location conducive to farming. 

Farmers may struggle to adapt to the new environment and may face 

challenges related to soil quality, water access, and climate. 

4. Loss of Social Networks: Displacement often entails relocation to 

unfamiliar areas, disrupting the social networks and support systems 

that landless and marginal farmers rely on for assistance, information, 

and mutual aid. 

5. Impact on Food Security: Displacement can lead to food insecurity, as 

farmers lose access to their primary source of food production. This 

can have long-term health and nutritional consequences for families. 

6. Erosion of Traditional Knowledge: Many landless and marginal farmers 

possess traditional knowledge about farming practices suited to their 

local environment. Displacement disrupts this knowledge transfer, 

leading to the erosion of valuable agricultural practices. 

7. Conflict and Discontent: Displacement often generates social tension 

and conflict between affected communities and authorities. Protests 

and resistance may emerge, further straining relations and disrupting 

development projects. 

8. Limited Alternative Opportunities: Landless and marginal farmers may 

not have alternative livelihood options due to limited education and 
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skillsets, making them highly dependent on agriculture. Displacement 

leaves them with few alternatives. 

Examples: 

1. Narmada Bachao Andolan : The Sardar Sarovar Dam project in India 

displaced thousands of landless and marginal farmers in the Narmada 

Valley. Many of them received inadequate compensation and struggled 

to adapt to new livelihoods. 

2. Highway Construction in China: China's rapid infrastructure 

development has led to the displacement of rural communities, 

including landless and marginal farmers. Despite economic growth, 

many affected individuals face difficulties in finding suitable 

alternatives to farming. 

The displacement of rural landless and marginal farmers through 

development projects is a complex issue with far-reaching consequences. 

While such projects may be essential for economic progress, they must be 

executed with careful consideration of the impact on vulnerable populations. 

Adequate compensation, livelihood support, and rehabilitation measures are 

essential to mitigate the adverse effects of displacement. Balancing 

development goals with the protection of the rights and well-being of rural 

farmers is a critical challenge that governments and policymakers must 

address. 

 

10.  Issues relating to the informal labour market in urban India. (UPSC 

CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The informal labor market plays a significant role in urban India, employing 

a substantial portion of the population. However, it is characterized by a lack 

of job security, social protection, and often substandard working conditions.  

Issues Relating to the Informal Labor Market in Urban India 

1. Lack of Social Security: Informal labourers often lack access to social 

security benefits such as health insurance, pensions, and maternity 

leave. This leaves them vulnerable to financial hardships during 
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emergencies. For example, a daily wage labourer in a construction site 

may not have access to health insurance, making them financially 

burdened in case of illness or injury. 

2. Low Wages and Exploitation: Wages in the informal labour market are 

typically lower than those in the formal sector, and workers often face 

exploitation due to the absence of minimum wage guarantees and legal 

protection. This can lead to poverty and economic insecurity for many 

urban workers. 

3. Unsafe Working Conditions: Informal workers frequently labour in 

hazardous and unregulated environments, leading to workplace 

accidents and health risks. For instance, street vendors working in 

crowded urban areas may be exposed to pollution and traffic hazards. 

4. Lack of Job Security: Informal workers are often hired on a daily or 

temporary basis, leading to job insecurity. They may not have 

employment contracts, making them susceptible to sudden job loss 

without any compensation or notice. 

5. Gender Disparities: Women constitute a significant portion of the 

informal labour force, and they often face gender-based discrimination 

and exploitation. For example, women engaged in domestic work may 

suffer from long working hours, low pay, and lack of legal protections. 

6. Child Labour: The informal labour market is notorious for employing 

child labourers, often in hazardous conditions. This not only deprives 

children of education but also perpetuates the cycle of poverty. 

7. Informal Economy's Vulnerability: The informal labour market is 

highly susceptible to economic shocks, such as the COVID-19 

pandemic. Many informal workers lost their livelihoods during 

lockdowns and had limited access to government relief measures. 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
MARCH 2024 RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

8. Lack of Skill Development: Workers in the informal sector often lack 

access to skill development and training programs, limiting their 

opportunities for upward mobility and wage enhancement. 

Examples 

1. Construction Workers: Daily wage labourers in the construction 

industry often work without proper safety equipment, facing risks of 

accidents and occupational health hazards. 

2. Street Vendors: Street vendors, a common sight in urban India, often 

struggle to earn a stable income due to fluctuating customer numbers 

and harassment from local authorities. 

The issues related to the informal labour market in urban India are deeply 

rooted and require comprehensive policy interventions. Addressing these 

challenges necessitates measures such as extending social security benefits, 

enforcing minimum wage laws, improving working conditions, and promoting 

skill development. Recognizing the significance of the informal labour sector 

and implementing reforms is crucial for ensuring the well-being and economic 

security of millions of urban workers in India. Balancing the need for 

flexibility and job security within the informal labour market is a complex 

challenge, but it is essential for achieving inclusive and sustainable urban 

development. 

 

11.  How far Srinivas' Sanskritization is modernizing force or 

traditionalizing force in understanding the changes in caste system? 

(UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

M.N. Srinivas, a prominent sociologist, introduced the concept of 

"Sanskritization" to explain the changes occurring within the caste system in 

India. According to Srinivas, Sanskritization is a process where lower castes 

emulate the customs, rituals, and practices of higher castes to improve their 

social status. However, the question of whether Sanskritization acts as a 
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modernizing or traditionalizing force in the caste system remains a subject of 

debate.  

Sanskritization as a Traditionalizing Force: 

1. Preservation of Hierarchy: Sanskritization can be seen as reinforcing 

the existing caste hierarchy by encouraging lower castes to emulate 

the practices of higher castes. This can further entrench traditional 

social divisions. 

2. Conservation of Rituals: Emulation of higher-caste rituals and 

customs may lead to the preservation of traditional religious practices 

and norms, which can be considered traditionalizing. 

3. Religious Conservatism: Sanskritization often involves a greater 

emphasis on religious rituals and orthodoxy, contributing to the 

perpetuation of traditional religious beliefs and practices. 

Sanskritization as a Modernizing Force: 

1. Social Mobility: Sanskritization allows lower-caste individuals to aspire 

to higher social positions, potentially leading to upward social mobility 

and a more modern outlook. 

2. Education: In the pursuit of Sanskritization, lower castes may 

emphasize education and acquire modern knowledge, which can be a 

catalyst for social change. 

3. Urbanization: As lower-caste individuals adopt elements of higher-

caste lifestyles, they may migrate to urban areas in pursuit of better 

opportunities, contributing to urbanization and modernization. 

4. Weakening of Rigidity: Sanskritization can challenge the rigid caste 

boundaries by blurring the distinctions between castes as lower castes 

adopt practices associated with higher castes. 

Examples: 
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1. Dalit Assertion: In recent times, some Dalit communities have 

embraced aspects of Sanskritization to challenge traditional caste-

based discrimination. This has led to the modernization of their social 

and political status. 

2. Education and Employment: Many individuals from lower castes have 

pursued education and gained employment in modern sectors, which 

has been facilitated by elements of Sanskritization. 

The impact of Sanskritization as a modernizing or traditionalizing force in the 

caste system is context-specific and multifaceted. It can simultaneously 

reinforce traditional norms and facilitate social mobility and modernization. 

The outcome depends on various factors such as regional dynamics, 

individual choices, and the interplay of social, economic, and political factors. 

Therefore, it would be oversimplified to categorize Sanskritization exclusively 

as either a modernizing or traditionalizing force. Instead, it is essential to 

consider the nuanced ways in which Sanskritization influences the caste 

system in different contexts and time periods. 

 

12.  Discuss the impact of post-1970 feminist movement on Indian middle 

class. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The post-1970 feminist movement in India marked a significant turning point 

in the struggle for gender equality and women's rights. It had a profound 

impact on various sections of society, including the Indian middle class.   

Impact of Post-1970 Feminist Movement on the Indian Middle Class: 

1. Awareness and Consciousness: 

 The feminist movement raised awareness among the middle 

class about gender inequalities and discriminatory practices. 

 Middle-class individuals became more conscious of issues like 

domestic violence, workplace harassment, and gender-based 

discrimination. 

2. Changing Attitudes: 
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 The movement influenced attitudes toward gender roles and 

expectations, promoting more egalitarian and progressive 

viewpoints. 

 Many middle-class families started reevaluating traditional 

practices such as dowry and child marriage. 

3. Educational Empowerment: 

 The feminist movement emphasized the importance of 

education for women, leading to increased enrollment and 

higher educational attainment among middle-class women. 

 Middle-class families began to invest more in the education of 

their daughters, recognizing the value of financial 

independence. 

4. Career Opportunities: 

 The movement played a role in expanding career opportunities 

for middle-class women, leading to greater participation in 

various professions, including STEM fields, finance, and 

politics. 

 Women in the middle class started to challenge glass ceilings in 

the corporate world and government. 

5. Legal Reforms: 

 Feminist activism led to legal reforms, such as the Dowry 

Prohibition Act and the Sexual Harassment of Women at 

Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, and Redressal) Act, which 

provided protection and redressal mechanisms for middle-class 

women. 

 Legal awareness among middle-class women increased, leading 

to more cases of reporting and prosecuting gender-based 

crimes. 

6. Consumer Choices: 

 The feminist movement influenced consumer choices in middle-

class households. For example, there was a shift towards more 

gender-neutral products and advertisements. 
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 Awareness campaigns encouraged conscious consumerism, 

highlighting the importance of supporting businesses that 

uphold gender equality. 

7. Political Participation: 

 The movement motivated middle-class women to participate 

actively in politics. Women's representation in local government 

bodies and state legislatures increased. 

 Prominent feminists like Medha Patkar and Aruna Roy became 

influential figures in grassroots politics. 

Examples: 

1. Economic Empowerment: Middle-class women like Kiran Mazumdar-

Shaw, the founder of Biocon, and Chanda Kochhar, the former CEO of 

ICICI Bank, achieved remarkable success in their careers, breaking 

gender barriers. 

2. Political Leadership: Sushma Swaraj, a middle-class woman, rose to 

prominence in Indian politics, serving as India's External Affairs 

Minister and Chief Minister of Delhi. 

The post-1970 feminist movement had a transformative impact on the Indian 

middle class by fostering awareness, changing attitudes, enhancing 

educational and career opportunities, driving legal reforms, influencing 

consumer choices, and promoting political participation. These changes have 

contributed to greater gender equality and empowerment within the middle-

class segment of Indian society. However, it is important to note that 

challenges and disparities still exist, and ongoing feminist efforts are 

necessary to further advance the cause of gender equality in India's middle 

class and beyond. 

 

13.  What are the major concerns of ethnic identity and religious identity 

in India? (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

India is a diverse nation with a rich tapestry of ethnicities and religions, which 

has both enriched its cultural heritage and posed significant challenges. The 
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concerns surrounding ethnic and religious identities in India are multifaceted 

and often intersect. 

Major Concerns of Ethnic Identity: 

1. Ethnic Conflicts: India has experienced numerous ethnic conflicts, 

such as the Naga insurgency, Assam's Bodo conflict, and tensions in 

Kashmir. These conflicts often arise from perceived threats to ethnic 

identity and autonomy. 

2. Migration and Displacement: Ethnic communities often face forced 

migration due to conflicts or development projects. For example, the 

displacement of tribal communities due to dam construction has 

raised concerns about the preservation of their ethnic identity. 

3. Language and Cultural Preservation: Many ethnic groups in India 

have their distinct languages and cultures. The fear of losing these 

elements due to globalization and urbanization is a significant 

concern. For instance, the Kodava community in Karnataka is 

struggling to preserve its unique language and traditions. 

4. Political Representation: Ensuring political representation for ethnic 

minorities is an ongoing challenge. Some argue that affirmative action 

measures like reservations for Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes 

should extend to other marginalized ethnic communities. 

Major Concerns of Religious Identity: 

1. Religious Tensions and Violence: India has witnessed communal 

violence and tensions between religious communities. Examples 

include the Babri Masjid demolition and the Gujarat riots. These 

incidents threaten social cohesion and religious harmony. 

2. Conversion Controversies: Religious conversion is a contentious 

issue. Allegations of forced or fraudulent conversions have sparked 

tensions, especially in tribal regions. 

3. Religious Discrimination: Discrimination on the basis of religion can 

affect access to education, employment, and housing. For instance, 

Muslims in India have faced barriers in securing jobs and housing due 

to discrimination. 
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4. Cultural Expression: Religious identity often influences cultural 

expression. Debates over issues like dress codes, dietary preferences, 

and religious symbols can be contentious, such as the controversies 

around the hijab or the beef ban in some states. 

Examples: 

1. Babri Masjid Demolition: The demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992 

led to religious tensions and riots, highlighting the volatile nature of 

religious identity issues in India. 

2. Ayodhya Verdict: The Supreme Court's 2019 verdict on the Ayodhya 

land dispute aimed to address the long-standing dispute over the site's 

religious significance and ownership. 

The concerns surrounding ethnic and religious identities in India are complex 

and deeply rooted. While India's diversity is a source of strength, it also 

presents challenges related to identity, conflict, and discrimination. 

Addressing these concerns requires a multi-pronged approach that includes 

social and legal reforms, promotion of interfaith dialogue, and efforts to 

safeguard the rights and identities of ethnic and religious minorities. 

Ultimately, fostering tolerance, understanding, and respect among India''s 

diverse communities is crucial for maintaining peace and harmony in this 

pluralistic nation. 

 

14.  How serious is the problem of trafficking against women and children 

in India? (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The problem of trafficking against women and children in India is a grave and 

deeply entrenched issue. It involves the abduction, recruitment, and 

transportation of vulnerable individuals for various forms of exploitation, 

including sexual exploitation, forced labour, and child marriage. 

Seriousness of the Problem: 

1. Magnitude and Scale: 
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 India is a source, transit, and destination country for trafficking 

in persons, as per the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC). 

 It is estimated that millions of women and children are 

trafficked within and across India's borders annually. 

2. Sex Trafficking: Women and girls are particularly vulnerable to sex 

trafficking. They are lured or forced into the commercial sex industry, 

often subjected to physical and sexual abuse. 

3. Forced Labour: Many trafficked individuals, including children, are 

forced into labour in various sectors such as agriculture, construction, 

and domestic work. They endure long working hours, substandard 

living conditions, and minimal wages. 

4. Child Marriage: Child trafficking for forced marriage is a pressing 

concern. Young girls are sometimes trafficked and married off against 

their will, robbing them of their childhood and education. 

5. Organized Crime: Trafficking is often perpetrated by organized 

criminal networks, making it a complex and difficult problem to 

combat. These networks exploit gaps in law enforcement and borders. 

6. Social Vulnerability: Factors such as poverty, lack of education, 

gender discrimination, and societal norms contribute to the 

vulnerability of women and children to trafficking. 

7. Lack of Awareness: A lack of awareness and understanding about 

trafficking further exacerbates the problem. Many victims and their 

families may not recognize the signs or have access to support services. 

Government and NGO Initiatives: 

1. Legal Framework: India has enacted laws such as the Immoral Traffic 

(Prevention) Act, 1956, and the Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, to address trafficking and child 

exploitation. 

2. Rescue and Rehabilitation: Government agencies and NGOs work to 

rescue victims and provide them with rehabilitation and support 

services, including counselling, education, and vocational training. 
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3. Awareness Campaigns: Various campaigns aim to raise awareness 

about trafficking and its consequences. For example, the "Pehchan" 

campaign focuses on recognizing and preventing trafficking in 

children. 

Examples: 

1. Kailash Satyarthi: Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi has dedicated his 

life to rescuing children from forced labour and trafficking. His 

organization, Bachpan Bachao Andolan (Save the Childhood 

Movement), has been instrumental in rescuing thousands of child 

labourers. 

2. Nirbhaya Case: The brutal gang rape and murder of Nirbhaya in 2012 

highlighted the issue of sexual violence against women and triggered 

widespread protests for justice and changes in legal and societal 

attitudes. 

The problem of trafficking against women and children in India is a serious 

and multifaceted issue that affects millions of lives. While there have been 

significant efforts by the government and civil society to combat trafficking, 

more comprehensive measures are needed. This includes addressing root 

causes such as poverty and gender inequality, strengthening law 

enforcement, enhancing victim support services, and raising public 

awareness. Eradicating trafficking is a complex challenge, but it is essential 

for the protection and dignity of women and children in India. 

 

15.  Discuss B. R. Ambedkar as a wise democrat. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - 

Sociology, Paper 2). 

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, popularly known as B.R. Ambedkar, was a 

visionary leader, jurist, social reformer, and one of the key architects of the 

Indian Constitution. He is celebrated not only for his role in drafting the 

Constitution but also for his unwavering commitment to democracy and 

social justice. 

B.R. Ambedkar as a Wise Democrat: 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
MARCH 2024 RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

1. Commitment to Democracy: 

 Ambedkar firmly believed in the principles of democracy and 

the rule of law as the foundation of a just and equitable society. 

 He considered democracy as the best means to ensure political 

equality and safeguard the rights of marginalized communities. 

2. Champion of Social Justice: 

 Ambedkar's advocacy for the rights of Dalits (formerly known as 

untouchables) was rooted in his democratic ideals. 

 He emphasized the importance of reservations and affirmative 

action to address historical discrimination and ensure political 

and social representation for marginalized groups. 

3. Focus on Education: 

 Ambedkar recognized the role of education in empowering 

individuals and promoting democracy. 

 He worked tirelessly to expand educational opportunities for 

Dalits and other oppressed communities, believing that an 

educated citizenry is essential for a functioning democracy. 

4. Promotion of Women's Rights: 

 Ambedkar was a strong advocate for women's rights and gender 

equality. 

 He fought against social practices like child marriage and 

advocated for women's participation in politics and public life, 

recognizing their role in strengthening democracy. 

5. Principle of Constitutionalism: 

 Ambedkar played a pivotal role in the drafting of the Indian 

Constitution, which stands as a testament to his commitment 

to constitutionalism and the rule of law. 
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 The Constitution reflects democratic principles, including 

fundamental rights, separation of powers, and checks and 

balances. 

6. Opposition to Discrimination: 

 Ambedkar vehemently opposed any form of discrimination 

based on caste, religion, or gender. 

 His advocacy for the annihilation of caste and the upliftment of 

marginalized communities was in line with the democratic 

values of equality and social justice. 

Examples: 

1. Reservations: Ambedkar's relentless efforts led to the inclusion of 

reservation policies in the Indian Constitution to ensure political 

representation for Dalits and Scheduled Tribes, promoting democratic 

participation. 

2. Hindu Code Bill: Ambedkar championed the Hindu Code Bill, which 

sought to reform and codify Hindu personal laws to establish gender 

equality and women's rights. 

B.R. Ambedkar's legacy as a wise democrat is characterized by his unyielding 

commitment to democracy, social justice, and equality. His contributions to 

the Indian Constitution and his advocacy for marginalized communities and 

women's rights continue to shape India's democratic ethos. Ambedkar's 

vision of a just and inclusive society, where all citizens enjoy equal rights and 

opportunities, remains an enduring beacon for India's democratic journey. 

His wisdom as a democrat inspires not only Indians but also people around 

the world who seek a more equitable and democratic society. 

 

16.  Discuss the main features of farmers’ movements in Independent 

India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

Farmers'' movements have been a significant part of India's post-

independence history, reflecting the challenges and issues faced by 
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agricultural communities. These movements have played a crucial role in 

advocating for farmers'' rights, land reforms, fair pricing, and better living 

conditions.  

Main Features of Farmers'' Movements in Independent India: 

1. Land Reforms: 

 One of the central themes of farmers'' movements has been the 

demand for land reforms to address landlessness and unequal 

land distribution. 

 The Telangana and Tebhaga movements in the 1940s and 

1950s called for the redistribution of land from landlords to 

landless peasants. 

2. Fair Pricing and Loan Waivers: 

 Farmers'' movements have consistently demanded fair prices 

for their produce and the waiver of agricultural loans. 

 The All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) and Bharatiya Kisan Union 

(BKU) have organized protests and strikes to demand better 

pricing policies and debt relief. 

3. Protests Against Agricultural Policies: 

 Farmers'' movements often target government policies related to 

agriculture, including the implementation of Minimum Support 

Prices (MSP), trade liberalization, and the introduction of 

genetically modified crops. 

 The protests against the introduction of Bt cotton and the 

agitation against the farm bills in 2020 are examples of such 

movements. 

4. Farmers'' Unions and Organizations: 

 Farmers'' movements are organized and led by various unions 

and organizations, such as AIKS, BKU, and Rashtriya Kisan 

Mazdoor Sangathan (RKMS). 

 These organizations provide a platform for farmers to voice their 

concerns and coordinate protests. 

5. Mass Mobilization and Protests: 
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 Farmers'' movements often involve mass mobilization through 

protests, rallies, and marches. 

 The recent "Dilli Chalo" protests in 2020-2021, primarily by 

farmers from Punjab and Haryana, gained international 

attention. 

6. Solidarity Among Farmers: 

 Farmers'' movements have seen solidarity among different 

agricultural communities and regions. 

 The widespread support for the farmers'' protests in 2020-2021 

demonstrated this unity, with farmers from various states 

coming together. 

7. Use of Traditional and Modern Media: 

 Farmers'' movements employ a range of media, from traditional 

methods like pamphlets and community gatherings to modern 

tools like social media. 

 These communication channels help in spreading awareness 

and garnering support. 

Examples: 

1. Naxalbari Movement (1967):The Naxalbari movement in West 

Bengal, led by Charu Majumdar and Kanu Sanyal, sought to address 

landlessness and unequal land distribution through radical means. It 

was a significant farmers'' movement with revolutionary ideals. 

2. Maharashtra Farmers'' Long March (2018):Thousands of farmers 

from Maharashtra walked over 180 kilometres to Mumbai, demanding 

land rights, fair pricing, and debt relief. The march drew widespread 

attention and resulted in some concessions from the state government. 

Farmers'' movements in independent India have been characterized by their 

persistence, demands for land reforms, fair pricing, protests against 

agricultural policies, and mass mobilization. These movements have been 

instrumental in shaping agricultural policies and advocating for the rights of 

farming communities. While challenges persist, farmers'' movements 
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continue to be a powerful force in India's democratic landscape, highlighting 

the importance of addressing the concerns of this vital sector of the economy. 

 

17.  To what extent the Muslim Personal Law Board is in agreement with 

Islamic feminist agenda? (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

The All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) is a non-governmental 

organization in India that seeks to uphold and protect the Muslim personal 

laws, including matters related to marriage, divorce, and inheritance. Islamic 

feminism, on the other hand, is a movement within the Muslim community 

that advocates for gender equality and the re-examination of traditional 

interpretations of Islamic texts and practices to address issues of women's 

rights. This response will examine the extent to which the AIMPLB is in 

agreement with the Islamic feminist agenda, highlighting key points of 

agreement and divergence. 

Agreements Between AIMPLB and Islamic Feminist Agenda: 

1. Opposition to Triple Talaq :Both AIMPLB and Islamic feminists 

largely oppose the practice of triple talaq (instant divorce), which 

grants unilateral divorce rights to husbands. They advocate for reforms 

to make divorce more equitable and considerate of women's rights. 

2. Education for Women: Both groups generally support women's 

education and emphasize the importance of empowering women 

through access to knowledge and education, in line with broader 

feminist principles. 

3. Domestic Violence: There is common ground in recognizing the need 

to address domestic violence within Muslim communities. Both 

AIMPLB and Islamic feminists advocate for awareness and prevention 

of such violence. 

4. Legal Rights: There is agreement on the importance of ensuring that 

Muslim women have access to their legal rights as prescribed by 

Islamic law. This includes rights related to inheritance, maintenance, 

and property ownership. 
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Areas of Divergence: 

1. Reinterpretation of Islamic Texts: Islamic feminists often call for a 

reinterpretation of Islamic texts to challenge traditional patriarchal 

interpretations. AIMPLB tends to be more conservative in its approach, 

emphasizing adherence to established interpretations. 

2. Women's Leadership Roles: Islamic feminists advocate for women's 

participation in leadership roles within religious institutions, including 

mosques. AIMPLB, on the other hand, has been criticized for not 

providing adequate representation for women in its decision-making 

bodies. 

3. Uniform Civil Code: The AIMPLB opposes the implementation of a 

Uniform Civil Code in India, which would provide a common set of laws 

for all citizens, regardless of religion. Some Islamic feminists argue that 

a common code could provide greater gender equality. 

Examples: 

1. Shayara Bano Case: The AIMPLB initially opposed efforts to ban triple 

talaq but later issued guidelines discouraging the practice. In contrast, 

Islamic feminists, including Shayara Bano, one of the petitioners in 

the case, pushed for legal reforms to protect women from arbitrary 

divorce. 

2. Women's Representation: The AIMPLB has faced criticism for the 

lack of women's representation in its decision-making bodies. This has 

led to tensions with Islamic feminists who argue for greater gender 

inclusivity. 

While there are areas of agreement between the AIMPLB and the Islamic 

feminist agenda, such as opposition to triple talaq and recognition of the 

importance of women's education and legal rights, there are also significant 

areas of divergence, particularly concerning the reinterpretation of Islamic 

texts and women's leadership roles within religious institutions. The AIMPLB 

tends to take a more conservative stance, emphasizing adherence to 

established interpretations of Islamic law. The relationship between the 

AIMPLB and Islamic feminists is complex, with both cooperation and tension, 
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and it reflects broader debates within Muslim communities about the 

interpretation of Islamic principles and their implications for gender equality. 

 

18.  Analyze Gandhi as a moralist, ascetic and man of action through his 

Hind Swaraj. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, often referred to as Mahatma Gandhi, was 

a towering figure in the Indian independence movement and a key leader in 

the struggle for India's freedom from British colonial rule. His book "Hind 

Swaraj," written in 1909, serves as a reflection of his thoughts on morality, 

asceticism, and his philosophy of action. 

Gandhi as a Moralist: 

1. Emphasis on Moral Values: "Hind Swaraj" is a profound exploration 

of moral values. Gandhi advocates for the primacy of truth (Satya), 

non-violence (Ahimsa), and self-sufficiency (Swaraj) as the foundation 

of a just society. 

2. Non-violence (Ahimsa): Gandhi's commitment to non-violence as a 

moral principle is evident throughout the book. He argues that violence 

not only harms others but also corrupts the person who commits it. 

3. Spiritual Awakening: Gandhi's moralism is deeply rooted in his 

spiritual beliefs. He sees moral regeneration as essential for the 

progress of society and envisions a society where individuals embrace 

self-control and spiritual awakening. 

Gandhi as an Ascetic: 

1. Simple Living: Gandhi's asceticism is reflected in his advocacy for a 

simple and frugal lifestyle. He believes that excess materialism and 

consumption are detrimental to both individuals and society. 

2. Rejection of Modern Civilization: In "Hind Swaraj," Gandhi critiques 

modern civilization for its emphasis on materialism, industrialization, 

and Western values. He advocates for a return to traditional Indian 

values and rural life. 
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3. Self-Denial: Gandhi's personal life exemplified asceticism through 

practices like fasting and voluntary poverty. His asceticism was not 

just a personal choice but also a means of political protest and moral 

expression. 

Gandhi as a Man of Action: 

1. Practical Application: While Gandhi was a moralist and ascetic, he 

was also a pragmatic man of action. He applied his principles in real-

life situations, leading various non-violent movements, including the 

Salt March and Quit India Movement. 

2. Civil Disobedience: Gandhi's philosophy of non-violent civil 

disobedience, Satyagraha, was a powerful tool for political change. It 

exemplified his ability to translate moral principles into effective 

action. 

3. Impact on History: Gandhi's actions played a pivotal role in India's 

struggle for independence, ultimately leading to the end of British 

colonial rule in 1947. 

Examples: 

1. Salt March (Dandi March):Gandhi's march to the Arabian Sea to 

protest the British monopoly on salt production was a prime example 

of his moral principles in action. It galvanized millions and drew 

international attention to the Indian independence movement. 

2. Fasting: Gandhi undertook several hunger strikes (fasts) as a form of 

protest and moral persuasion, including the fasts for communal 

harmony and against the British government's repressive measures. 

Through "Hind Swaraj," Gandhi emerges as a moralist who espoused the 

values of truth and non-violence, an ascetic who advocated for a simple and 

spiritually rich life, and a man of action who translated his principles into 

powerful movements for social and political change. Gandhi's life and 

philosophy continue to inspire individuals and movements worldwide, 

emphasizing the enduring relevance of his ideas on morality, asceticism, and 

the power of non-violent action. 
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19.  Human development approach affirms that education and health-care 

growth are more important than economic growth. Discuss this issue 

in the light of post-liberalized Indian society. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - 

Sociology, Paper 2). 

The human development approach, as advocated by the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), emphasizes that education and healthcare 

growth are crucial components of human well-being and development, 

sometimes even more so than economic growth. In the context of post-

liberalized Indian society, this approach has gained significance as it 

addresses the need for holistic development beyond GDP growth. 

Education and Healthcare Growth in Post-Liberalized India: 

1. Human Capital Development: 

 Education and healthcare contribute to the development of 

human capital, which is essential for a knowledge-based 

economy. A well-educated and healthy workforce is more 

productive and adaptable. 

2. Reduction of Inequality: 

 Investment in education and healthcare helps reduce income 

and social inequalities. Improved access to quality education 

and healthcare can bridge the gap between the rich and the 

poor. 

3. Demographic Dividend: 

 India's demographic dividend, with a large working-age 

population, can be harnessed through education and skill 

development. This can drive economic growth and development. 

4. Healthier Population: 

 A healthier population reduces the economic burden of disease 

and improves overall productivity. It also leads to a higher life 

expectancy and a better quality of life. 

5. Innovation and Technological Advancement: 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
MARCH 2024 RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

 Investment in education fosters innovation and technological 

advancement, which are crucial for economic growth and global 

competitiveness. 

6. Gender Equality: 

 Education and healthcare empower women and promote gender 

equality, leading to increased participation of women in the 

workforce and decision-making processes. 

Examples: 

1. Kerala Model: The state of Kerala in India, known for its focus on 

education and healthcare, has achieved impressive human 

development indicators, including high literacy rates and low infant 

mortality rates. This model demonstrates the positive impact of 

investing in human development. 

2. Information Technology Industry: India's growth in the IT sector is 

partially attributed to its emphasis on education and skill 

development. The country's pool of well-educated and skilled workers 

has made it a global IT outsourcing hub. 

3. National Rural Health Mission (NRHM): The NRHM is a flagship 

government program aimed at improving healthcare infrastructure 

and services in rural India. It has contributed to better healthcare 

access and outcomes in many regions. 

In post-liberalized Indian society, the human development approach's 

emphasis on education and healthcare growth is vital for sustainable and 

inclusive development. While economic growth remains important, 

investments in education and healthcare are essential to harness India's 

demographic dividend, reduce inequality, promote innovation, and improve 

the overall quality of life for its citizens. As India continues to grow and evolve, 

prioritizing education and healthcare will be crucial in achieving holistic and 

equitable development. 
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