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1.  Discuss the role of Calvinist ethic in the development of Capitalism. 

(UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 
The Calvinist ethic, derived from the teachings of John Calvin, significantly 

influenced the development of capitalism during the early stages of its 

formation in Western Europe. Calvinism emphasized thrift, hard work, 

discipline, and a sense of calling or vocation, which played a vital role in 

shaping the values and attitudes necessary for the growth of a capitalist 

economic system. 

▪ Work Ethic and Discipline: 

▪ Calvinism encouraged a strong work ethic and emphasized 

discipline in daily life. Followers believed that hard work and 

diligence were signs of God''s favor and were essential in 

fulfilling one''s religious duty. 

▪ Example: The Calvinist belief that work is a form of worship led 

to a significant increase in productivity and efficiency, essential 

elements for the growth of capitalism. 

▪ Asceticism and Thrift: 

▪ Calvinism encouraged asceticism, advocating for a frugal and 

simple lifestyle. Excessive consumption and lavish living were 

seen as distractions from religious devotion. 

▪ Followers were expected to save and reinvest their money to 

benefit society rather than indulge in personal luxuries. 

▪ Example: This thriftiness and investment of savings into 

productive ventures laid the groundwork for capital 

accumulation, a fundamental feature of capitalist economies. 

▪ Doctrine of Predestination: 

▪ Calvinism taught the doctrine of predestination, which claimed 

that God had already chosen who would be saved. This belief 

induced anxiety and uncertainty among Calvinists about their 

fate. 

▪ To ease their anxieties and find assurance of salvation, 

Calvinists engaged in successful worldly pursuits, including 

business and entrepreneurship, aiming to demonstrate signs of 

God''s favor. 
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▪ Example: This drive for success and wealth creation played a 

crucial role in the rise of capitalism as Calvinists sought 

tangible proof of their predestined salvation. 

▪ Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism: 

▪ Max Weber, in his seminal work, "The Protestant Ethic and the 

Spirit of Capitalism," explored the link between Calvinist values 

and the rise of modern capitalism. 

▪ Weber argued that the Calvinist work ethic instilled a sense of 

duty and responsibility towards work, leading to the 

development of modern capitalist economic structures. 

▪ Example: The growth of capitalism in countries like the 

Netherlands, which had a significant Calvinist population, 

reflected this correlation. 

▪ Rationalization and Organization: 

▪ Calvinism advocated for rationalization and organization in 

both religious and secular matters. These principles were later 

mirrored in the organization of businesses and governance 

structures, key components of capitalism. 

▪ Example: The rationalization and efficient management of 

production and distribution in capitalist enterprises were 

influenced by Calvinist ideas of rationality and organization. 

The Calvinist ethic, with its emphasis on work, discipline, thrift, and 

rationalization, played a foundational role in shaping the values and attitudes 

necessary for the rise and development of capitalism. These principles, deeply 

rooted in Calvinist beliefs, not only influenced individual behavior but also 

contributed to the formation of modern capitalist economic systems. 

Understanding this historical relationship helps in appreciating the impact of 

religious beliefs on the development of economic ideologies and practices. 

 

2.  Examine the problems of maintaining objectivity and value neutrality in 
Social Science research. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Maintaining objectivity and value neutrality is a fundamental principle in 

social science research, ensuring that studies are free from bias and personal 

opinions. However, achieving complete objectivity and value neutrality is 

challenging due to inherent complexities and nuances within social 

phenomena. Social scientists grapple with several obstacles that hinder the 

attainment of absolute objectivity and value neutrality in their research. 
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▪ Subjectivity and Researcher Bias: 

▪ Researchers bring their backgrounds, experiences, and beliefs 

into the research process, influencing how they perceive and 

interpret data. 

▪ Example: A researcher studying educational policies might 

unintentionally favor a particular approach due to their 

personal educational experiences or beliefs. 

▪ Cultural and Contextual Influences: 

▪ Cultural backgrounds and societal contexts can shape the 

researcher''s perspective, impacting the selection of research 

questions, methodologies, and interpretations of data. 

▪ Example: A researcher from a collectivist culture might view 

individualistic behavior differently, affecting how they analyze 

and interpret social interactions. 

▪ Research Design and Methodology: 

▪ The choice of research design and methodology can introduce 

bias. For instance, survey questions can be phrased in a way 

that subtly influences respondents to lean towards a specific 

answer. 

▪ Example: A poorly designed survey on political preferences 

might inadvertently steer respondents towards a particular 

political ideology. 

▪ Interpretation of Data: 

▪ Interpretation of research findings can be influenced by the 

researcher''s personal beliefs, preconceived notions, or desired 

outcomes. 

▪ Example: Two researchers interpreting the same data on crime 

rates may reach different conclusions based on their personal 

perspectives regarding societal factors contributing to crime. 

▪ Funding and External Influences: 

▪ Funding sources and external interests can subtly or overtly 

influence the research agenda, leading to biased research 

outcomes that align with the funders'' interests. 

▪ Example: A pharmaceutical company funding a drug efficacy 

study may influence the study''s design and interpretation to 

support the drug''s positive outcomes. 

▪ Value-Laden Language and Terminology: 
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▪ The use of language can introduce bias if it reflects certain 

values, attitudes, or perspectives, unintentionally swaying the 

research in a particular direction. 

▪ Example: Using emotionally charged terms like "illegal 

immigrants" versus "undocumented migrants" can influence 

how readers perceive immigration issues. 

▪ Ethical Dilemmas and Researcher Involvement: 

▪ Ethical considerations sometimes require researchers to 

intervene or take a stand on certain issues, challenging strict 

objectivity and neutrality. 

▪ Example: In research on social injustices, a researcher may 

struggle to remain neutral when faced with blatant human 

rights violations. 

While social scientists strive for objectivity and value neutrality in research, 

it is important to acknowledge and address the challenges posed by 

subjectivity, cultural influences, methodology, funding, and language. 

Researchers need to be transparent about their biases and acknowledge the 

potential limitations in their work, promoting a more informed and critical 

evaluation of research outcomes. Despite the challenges, maintaining a 

commitment to minimizing bias and upholding ethical research practices 

remains central to the integrity and credibility of social science research. 

 

3.  “Self and Society are twin-born.” Examine the statement of Mead. (UPSC 
CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
George Herbert Mead, a prominent sociologist and philosopher, proposed that 

the development of the self is intrinsically linked to societal interactions and 

experiences. He emphasized the symbiotic relationship between the 

individual self and the social environment. Mead''s statement, "Self and 

Society are twin-born," encapsulates the notion that the formation of self-

consciousness and identity is intimately connected to social interaction and 

the broader societal context. 

▪ The Social Nature of the Self: 

▪ Mead argued that the self is a social product and emerges 

through interactions with others. Individuals develop a sense of 

self through social communication, language, and role-taking. 

▪ Example: A child begins to develop a sense of self and identity 

by imitating the behaviors and actions of parents or caregivers, 
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who act as significant others in shaping the child''s 

understanding of themselves. 

▪ Role of Symbolic Interactionism: 

▪ Mead''s symbolic interactionist perspective highlights the role of 

symbols and language in the construction of meanings. Social 

interactions involve a continuous exchange of symbols, 

gestures, and words that contribute to the development of the 

self. 

▪ Example: When an individual receives positive feedback and 

praise for their achievements from peers or mentors, it shapes 

their self-esteem and self-concept positively. 

▪ Socialization and Identity Formation: 

▪ Socialization is a crucial mechanism through which individuals 

internalize societal norms, values, and beliefs. It is a process 

where individuals learn to adapt to their social environment, 

shaping their identity and self-concept. 

▪ Example: Schools play a significant role in socialization, where 

students learn not only academic knowledge but also societal 

norms and behaviors through interaction with teachers and 

peers. 

▪ Role-Taking and the "I" and "Me": 

▪ Mead introduced the concepts of the "I" and the "Me" to explain 

the dual nature of the self. The "I" represents the spontaneous, 

impulsive aspect of the self, while the "Me" reflects the 

internalized societal expectations and norms. 

▪ Example: A teenager might struggle with the conflict between 

their spontaneous desire to engage in rebellious activities ("I") 

and the societal expectations to conform and follow rules ("Me"). 

▪ The Looking-Glass Self: 

▪ Cooley''s looking-glass self, suggest that individuals perceive 

themselves based on how they believe others perceive them. 

People develop their self-concept by imagining how they appear 

to others and interpreting the reactions they receive. 

▪ Example: If an individual believes others view them as 

competent and capable, they are likely to develop a positive self-

image and act accordingly. 

▪ Feedback and Social Feedback Loops: 
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▪ Continuous social feedback from others helps individuals refine 

their sense of self and adjust their behavior to align with societal 

expectations and norms. 

▪ Example: In the workplace, feedback from colleagues and 

supervisors provides insights into an individual''s performance 

and professional identity, influencing future actions and 

decisions. 

George Herbert Mead''s assertion, "Self and Society are twin-born," 

encapsulates the inseparable connection between an individual''s self-

development and their interactions with society. The self is not a solitary 

entity but emerges through social experiences, communication, and the 

internalization of societal norms and values. Understanding the 

interdependence of the self and society is essential for comprehending the 

complexities of human behavior and identity formation. 

 

4.  Why is random sampling said to have more reliability and validity in 
research?. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Random sampling is a fundamental technique in research where each 

element in a population has an equal and independent chance of being 

selected. It is considered a powerful method for data collection due to its 

potential to enhance both the reliability and validity of research findings. In 

this response, we will explore the reasons why random sampling is associated 

with greater reliability and validity in research. 

▪ Representation of the Population: 

▪ Random sampling provides a representative sample that 

accurately reflects the characteristics of the entire population. 

This enhances the external validity of the study, allowing for 

generalizability of the findings to the larger population. 

▪ Example: If a researcher is studying the political preferences of 

a country''s citizens, a random sample from various regions and 

demographics ensures a balanced representation of the 

population''s political views. 

▪ Minimizes Selection Bias: 

▪ Random sampling minimizes selection bias, ensuring that each 

element has an equal chance of being selected. This reduces the 

likelihood of skewed results that can occur with non-random or 

purposive sampling methods. 
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▪ Example: If a researcher is studying a particular disease and 

only selects participants from a specific hospital, the findings 

may not be applicable to the general population, leading to 

selection bias. 

▪ Enhanced Generalizability: 

▪ The random selection of participants allows for generalizability 

of research findings beyond the study''s specific context. The 

findings can be applied to a broader population, making them 

more reliable and useful for various settings. 

▪ Example: A study on customer satisfaction in a retail store 

using a random sample can provide insights that are applicable 

to similar retail stores across different regions. 

▪ Minimizes Confounding Variables: 

▪ Random sampling helps control and minimize the influence of 

confounding variables, as it ensures that the sample represents 

a broad range of characteristics present in the population. This 

contributes to the internal validity of the study. 

▪ Example: In a medical study evaluating the effectiveness of a 

new drug, random sampling can help ensure that the sample 

includes individuals of different ages, genders, and health 

conditions, minimizing confounding variables. 

▪ Statistical Precision: 

▪ Random sampling allows for the use of statistical techniques to 

estimate population parameters accurately. The sampling 

distribution''s properties provide measures of reliability and 

precision, enhancing the study''s validity. 

▪ Example: A study estimating the average income of a population 

using random sampling can calculate a confidence interval, 

providing a range of likely values for the population''s average 

income. 

▪ Equal Opportunity for Inclusion: 

▪ Each element in the population has an equal chance of being 

selected in random sampling, ensuring that no individual or 

subgroup is systematically excluded. This inclusivity promotes 

fairness and improves the study''s reliability and validity. 

▪ Example: In a study on consumer preferences for a new 

product, random sampling ensures that all potential consumers 
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have an equal chance of being included in the sample, avoiding 

biased results. 

Random sampling enhances the reliability and validity of research by 

ensuring representative samples, minimizing biases, enabling 

generalizability, controlling confounding variables, providing statistical 

precision, and promoting inclusivity. Its fundamental principles contribute to 

robust research findings that can be applied to broader populations and 

contexts, ultimately strengthening the scientific foundation of the study. 

 

5.  Differentiate between Marxian and Weberian theories of Social 
Stratification. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Karl Marx and Max Weber, two prominent sociologists, developed distinct 

theories concerning social stratification and its impact on society. While both 

theories aim to explain social inequalities and hierarchies, they differ in terms 

of their conceptualizations, determinants, and emphasis on various factors 

contributing to social stratification. 

Marxian Theory of Social Stratification: 

1. Basis of Stratification: 

▪ Marxian theory is primarily based on the economic structure of 

society, emphasizing the division of society into two main 

classes: the bourgeoisie (owners of the means of production) 

and the proletariat (working class). 

2. Determinants of Social Class: 

▪ Social class is determined by an individual''s relationship to the 

means of production. The bourgeoisie own and control the 

means of production, while the proletariat sell their labor to the 

bourgeoisie. 

3. Role of Exploitation: 

▪ Marx focused on the exploitation of the proletariat by the 

bourgeoisie. The surplus value generated by the proletariat''s 

labor is appropriated by the bourgeoisie, perpetuating the class 

struggle. 

4. Conflict and Change: 

▪ Marx predicted that the inherent contradictions and conflicts 

within the capitalist system would lead to a revolution by the 

proletariat, resulting in the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the 

establishment of a classless society. 
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Weberian Theory of Social Stratification: 

1. Basis of Stratification: 

▪ Weberian theory considers multiple factors for social 

stratification, including economic class, status, and power. 

Unlike Marx, Weber recognized the importance of non-economic 

factors. 

2. Determinants of Social Stratification: 

▪ Social stratification is determined not only by an individual''s 

economic position but also by their status (prestige and honor) 

and power (ability to influence others and make decisions). 

3. Role of Authority and Prestige: 

▪ Weber emphasized that status and power influence an 

individual''s position in society. Those with higher status or 

authority may possess more prestige, affecting their social 

standing. 

4. Conflict and Change: 

▪ Weber acknowledged the complexity of modern societies, where 

multiple factors contribute to social inequalities. He did not 

foresee a single class-based revolution but recognized ongoing 

struggles for different sources of power and influence. 

Comparison: 

▪ Marxian theory focuses primarily on economic factors and a binary 

class struggle, while Weberian theory considers multiple dimensions 

of social stratification, including economic, status, and power aspects. 

▪ Marxian theory assumes that the economic base (mode of production) 

determines the entire social structure, while Weberian theory 

recognizes a more intricate interplay of economic, social, and political 

factors. 

▪ Marxian theory predicts a revolution and the establishment of a 

classless society, whereas Weberian theory acknowledges continuous 

struggles and changes within a complex, multi-dimensional 

stratification system. 

Marxian and Weberian theories provide essential frameworks for 

understanding social stratification. Marx emphasizes economic determinants 

and class struggle, while Weber broadens the scope to include status and 

power, recognizing the multidimensional nature of social hierarchies. An 
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understanding of both theories enriches our comprehension of the 

complexities of social stratification within various societies. 

 

6.  How had Enlightenment contributed to the emergence of Sociology?. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
The Enlightenment, an intellectual and cultural movement of the 18th 

century, played a crucial role in the emergence and development of sociology 

as a distinct academic discipline. During this period, thinkers and scholars 

sought to apply reason, empirical evidence, and critical analysis to 

understand the human condition and society, providing the foundations for 

sociological inquiry. 

1. Empirical Observation and Scientific Methodology: 

▪ Enlightenment thinkers emphasized the importance of 

empirical observation and the scientific method in 

understanding the natural and social world. 

▪ Example: Philosophers like John Locke advocated for the role of 

experience and sensory perception as sources of knowledge, 

laying the groundwork for empirical research methodologies 

used in sociology. 

2. Critique of Traditional Authority and Religious Dogma: 

▪ Enlightenment thinkers questioned traditional authorities and 

religious doctrines, advocating for reason, rationality, and 

critical thinking as the basis for understanding society and 

human behavior. 

▪ Example: Voltaire''s critique of the Church and monarchial rule 

encouraged questioning of established social norms and 

structures. 

3. Idea of Progress and Social Change: 

▪ Enlightenment thinkers introduced the concept of progress and 

believed in the possibility of improving society through reason, 

science, and education. 

▪ Example: Jean-Jacques Rousseau''s ideas on social contract 

and the possibility of creating an ideal society influenced future 

sociologists in conceptualizing societal change and progress. 

4. Human Rights and Social Justice: 
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▪ Enlightenment philosophers advocated for human rights, 

equality, and social justice, highlighting the importance of 

individual freedoms and the need for a just social order. 

▪ Example: The ideas of equality and liberty espoused by thinkers 

like Montesquieu and Rousseau paved the way for sociological 

theories that focus on social inequalities and justice. 

5. Social Contract Theory: 

▪ Enlightenment philosophers, including Hobbes, Locke, and 

Rousseau, developed the concept of the social contract, which 

explored the origins of societies and the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals within them. 

▪ Example: Rousseau''s "The Social Contract" influenced later 

sociologists like Émile Durkheim, who explored the relationship 

between individuals and society. 

6. Encouragement of Universal Knowledge and Enlightenment 

Ideals: 

▪ The Enlightenment encouraged the dissemination of knowledge 

and the sharing of ideas across geographical and disciplinary 

boundaries, fostering the interdisciplinary approach 

fundamental to sociology. 

▪ Example: The Encyclopedia, edited by Denis Diderot and Jean 

le Rond d''Alembert, was a significant Enlightenment project 

that aimed to compile and disseminate knowledge across 

various fields, including social sciences. 

7. Influence on Founding Sociological Thinkers: 

▪ The Enlightenment''s emphasis on reason, empirical evidence, 

and social critique influenced foundational sociological thinkers 

like Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, and Max Weber. 

▪ Example: Auguste Comte, often considered the father of 

sociology, was influenced by the Enlightenment''s emphasis on 

using scientific methods to understand society and improve 

social conditions. 

The Enlightenment significantly contributed to the emergence of sociology by 

promoting empirical observation, critical thinking, social critique, and the 

idea of progress. Its influence on foundational sociological thinkers and its 

encouragement of reason and science laid the groundwork for the 
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development of sociology as a distinct discipline focused on the study of 

society and human behavior. 

 

7.  “Non-positivistic methodology is essential for understanding human 
behaviour.” Discuss. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Non-positivistic methodology, often associated with qualitative research, 

offers an alternative approach to understanding human behavior compared 

to positivist methodologies. While positivism relies on observable facts and 

quantifiable data, non-positivistic approaches consider the subjective, 

contextual, and interpretive aspects of human behavior. This response argues 

that non-positivistic methodology is essential for a comprehensive 

understanding of human behavior due to its ability to capture nuances, 

context, and meanings that quantitative approaches may overlook. 

1. Complexity of Human Behavior: 

▪ Human behavior is intricate and influenced by a multitude of 

factors such as culture, emotions, perceptions, and social 

contexts. Non-positivistic methods allow for a deeper 

exploration of this complexity. 

▪ Example: Understanding the motivations behind a person''s 

charitable acts involves considering their personal beliefs, 

values, and societal influences, which are better captured 

through qualitative interviews or participant observations. 

2. Richness of Context: 

▪ Non-positivistic methods excel in capturing the richness and 

depth of contextual factors that shape human behavior. These 

methods consider the unique circumstances in which behavior 

occurs. 

▪ Example: Studying the impact of a neighborhood''s socio-

economic conditions on the academic performance of students 

through qualitative interviews with students, parents, and 

teachers provides a nuanced understanding of the educational 

landscape. 

3. Subjective Interpretations: 

▪ Non-positivistic approaches acknowledge that individuals 

interpret and give meaning to experiences differently. These 

subjective interpretations are crucial for understanding 

behavior from the participant''s perspective. 
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▪ Example: Investigating individuals'' experiences of 

discrimination requires qualitative approaches to understand 

how they perceive and internalize these encounters, providing 

insights into the impact on their behavior and mental well-

being. 

4. In-depth Exploration: 

▪ Non-positivistic methodologies allow for in-depth exploration of 

topics by encouraging open-ended questions, probing, and 

extended discussions. This enables a more comprehensive 

understanding of the subject. 

▪ Example: Exploring the coping mechanisms of individuals 

dealing with trauma through in-depth interviews can uncover 

nuanced strategies and psychological processes that 

quantitative surveys might not capture. 

5. Emergence of Themes and Patterns: 

▪ Qualitative research enables the identification of themes and 

patterns that may not be initially apparent. It allows 

researchers to derive theories or concepts grounded in the data. 

▪ Example: Conducting a grounded theory study on the 

experiences of individuals living with chronic illnesses can lead 

to the discovery of common coping strategies that were not 

predetermined. 

6. Holistic Understanding: 

▪ Non-positivistic methodologies provide a holistic understanding 

by considering the interconnectedness of various factors and 

the broader socio-cultural context in shaping human behavior. 

▪ Example: Understanding an individual''s career choices 

involves considering not only economic factors but also their 

aspirations, family influences, societal expectations, and 

cultural values, which can be explored through qualitative 

research. 

Non-positivistic methodologies, embracing the subjective, contextual, and 

interpretive dimensions of human behavior, are indispensable for a 

comprehensive understanding of complex social phenomena. They delve into 

the intricacies of human experiences, allowing researchers to capture the 

richness and nuances that quantitative approaches may overlook. A balanced 

research approach, incorporating both positivist and non-positivist 
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methodologies, is often the most effective way to gain a holistic understanding 

of human behavior and societal dynamics. 

 

8.  How is social equilibrium maintained in Parsonian framework?. (UPSC 
CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Talcott Parsons, a prominent figure in sociology, introduced the concept of 

social equilibrium in his structural-functionalism theory. Social equilibrium 

refers to the stability and balance in a society achieved through the interplay 

of various social systems and their functions. Parsons argued that for a 

society to remain stable, it must maintain equilibrium by balancing the needs 

of its members and adapting to changing circumstances. 

1. Pattern Maintenance: 

▪ Social equilibrium is maintained through pattern maintenance, 

where established patterns of norms, values, and roles are 

preserved and reinforced within society. 

▪ Example: The educational system reinforces cultural values 

and societal norms through teaching and socialization, 

contributing to social stability and equilibrium. 

2. Adequate Integration: 

▪ Society achieves equilibrium by integrating individuals and 

groups into the social structure, ensuring they have roles and 

responsibilities that contribute to the functioning of the system. 

▪ Example: Various professions and occupations are integrated 

into the economic system, ensuring the production and 

distribution of goods and services necessary for societal 

functioning. 

3. Goal Attainment: 

▪ Social equilibrium is maintained by society''s ability to set and 

achieve collective goals that are aligned with its overall values 

and purposes. 

▪ Example: A society aiming for economic growth sets goals like 

increasing GDP, employment rates, and technological 

advancements, working towards achieving these objectives to 

maintain stability and growth. 

4. Adaptation: 

▪ Adaptation involves adjusting to external changes and 

challenges to maintain stability and equilibrium in society. 
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▪ Example: Societies adapt to technological advancements by 

integrating new technologies into various sectors, allowing for 

increased efficiency and productivity. 

5. Latency or Tension Management: 

▪ Social equilibrium is achieved by managing latent tensions or 

conflicts within society to prevent them from disrupting the 

overall stability. 

▪ Example: Societies use conflict resolution mechanisms, such as 

legal systems and mediation, to manage disputes and maintain 

social harmony. 

6. Role Differentiation: 

▪ Equilibrium is maintained through a differentiated division of 

labor and specialized roles, ensuring efficient functioning of 

various social subsystems. 

▪ Example: In a healthcare system, there are specialized roles for 

doctors, nurses, administrators, and support staff, each 

contributing to the overall functioning and equilibrium of the 

system. 

7. Cultural Legitimation: 

▪ Social equilibrium is supported through cultural legitimation, 

where cultural values and beliefs validate the existing social 

order and provide stability. 

▪ Example: The cultural value of education as a means of upward 

mobility legitimizes the educational system, encouraging 

individuals to participate and maintain the equilibrium of the 

society. 

Talcott Parsons'' framework emphasizes the delicate balance and 

interdependence of various social systems and functions that contribute to 

maintaining social equilibrium. Through pattern maintenance, integration, 

goal attainment, adaptation, tension management, role differentiation, and 

cultural legitimation, societies ensure stability and balance, ultimately 

fostering a harmonious coexistence of its members. Achieving social 

equilibrium is a complex process involving multiple dimensions of societal 

dynamics and functions, and understanding and maintaining this 

equilibrium is crucial for the overall well-being and progress of a society. 
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9.  “Anomie is rooted in social structure.” Explain with reference to R.K. 
Merton’s contribution. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Robert K. Merton, a significant figure in the field of sociology, introduced the 

concept of anomie to explain the disconnection between societal goals and 

the means available to achieve them. Merton argued that this disconnection 

is deeply rooted in the social structure of a society, particularly in how society 

values success and the legitimate means it provides to achieve it. 

1. Definition of Anomie: 

▪ Anomie, as coined by Emile Durkheim and expanded upon by 

Merton, refers to a state of normlessness or a breakdown of 

social norms and values. In this state, individuals face a 

disjunction between their aspirations for success and the 

opportunities available to achieve these aspirations within the 

societal structure. 

2. Strain Theory: 

▪ Merton''s Strain Theory postulates that societal goals such as 

success and economic prosperity are emphasized and valued, 

but not everyone has equal access to legitimate means to 

achieve these goals. 

▪ Example: In a society that emphasizes financial success, 

individuals who lack equal educational or economic 

opportunities may experience strain due to the unattainability 

of these goals. 

3. Conformity and Institutionalized Means: 

▪ Merton identified five modes of individual adaptation to societal 

goals and means. Conformity involves accepting both cultural 

goals and the prescribed institutionalized means to achieve 

them. 

▪ Example: Pursuing higher education and working in a 

respected profession to achieve financial success is a conformist 

response to societal goals and means. 

4. Innovation and Anomie: 

▪ When individuals face limited access to legitimate means, they 

might innovate by finding alternative, often illegitimate, paths 

to achieve success within the societal framework. 

▪ Example: Engaging in illegal activities such as theft or fraud 

due to limited opportunities for legal economic advancement is 

an example of innovation stemming from anomic conditions. 
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5. Ritualism and Retreatism: 

▪ Merton''s theory also identifies ritualism, where individuals 

conform to institutionalized means but abandon the pursuit of 

the cultural goals. Retreatism, on the other hand, involves a 

complete rejection of both cultural goals and institutionalized 

means. 

▪ Example: A person who abandons the pursuit of success and 

the means to achieve it due to constant failure and adopts a 

marginalized lifestyle is a retreatist. 

6. Rebellion: 

▪ Merton''s theory introduces rebellion as a response to anomie, 

where individuals reject both societal goals and means and 

replace them with new goals and means. 

▪ Example: Social or political activists who reject established 

societal norms and means and work towards radical changes 

through protest and activism represent rebellion in response to 

anomie. 

7. Social Structure and Anomie: 

▪ Anomie is rooted in the social structure where unequal 

distribution of opportunities and resources leads to a 

disconnection between societal goals and accessible means to 

attain them. 

▪ Example: In a society with unequal access to education and job 

opportunities, individuals from marginalized communities may 

experience anomie due to their limited access to legitimate 

means to achieve societal success. 

Robert K. Merton''s Strain Theory illustrates how anomie, a state of 

normlessness or social strain, emerges from the incongruity between societal 

goals and accessible means within the social structure. The theory helps us 

understand the various ways individuals adapt to this strain, shedding light 

on the consequences of societal expectations and unequal distribution of 

opportunities. Recognizing and addressing the structural roots of anomie is 

essential for creating a more equitable society with ample opportunities for 

all individuals to pursue their aspirations within legitimate means. 

 

10.  Distinguish between the social organization of work in feudal society 
and in capitalist society. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
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The social organization of work has significantly evolved over time, 

transitioning from feudal society to capitalist society. Feudal society 

characterized the medieval period, with a hierarchical structure based on 

land ownership and agrarian economy, while capitalist society emerged with 

the industrial revolution, emphasizing industrial production and wage labor. 

This transition brought about substantial changes in the organization and 

nature of work. 

Social Organization of Work in Feudal Society: 

1. Feudal Hierarchy: 

▪ In feudal society, the social organization of work was 

hierarchical and rigidly structured. The feudal system was 

based on a pyramid of power, with monarchs and nobles at the 

top, followed by vassals, knights, and peasants at the bottom. 

▪ Example: A lord owned a piece of land and had peasants 

working on it in exchange for protection and a share of their 

produce. 

2. Agrarian Economy: 

▪ Work was predominantly agrarian, with the majority of the 

population engaged in farming and agricultural activities. 

▪ Peasants worked on the land owned by lords, producing food 

and goods for local consumption and for tribute to higher 

authorities. 

3. Manorial System: 

▪ The manorial system was prevalent, where a lord owned a 

manor and had control over the peasants and their labor. The 

manor was a self-sufficient economic unit. 

▪ Example: A lord''s manor included farmland, a manor house, 

workshops, and serfs or peasants working the land. 

Social Organization of Work in Capitalist Society: 

1. Capitalist Hierarchy: 

▪ Capitalist society introduced a different hierarchy based on 

capital and wealth accumulation. Business owners, investors, 

and capitalists occupy the top tier, followed by middle 

management and workers. 

▪ The distribution of power and influence is often determined by 

one''s economic position rather than noble birth or land 

ownership. 
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2. Industrialization and Wage Labor: 

▪ The advent of the industrial revolution shifted the focus from 

agrarian work to industrial production. Factories and 

manufacturing units emerged, employing wage laborers. 

▪ Workers were hired based on contracts and paid wages for their 

labor, rather than being tied to the land or obligated to a lord. 

3. Globalization and Specialization: 

▪ Capitalism encourages globalization and specialization, leading 

to a more diverse and interconnected workforce. People 

specialize in specific skills and professions, contributing to a 

broader range of industries and services. 

▪ Example: A software engineer working for a technology 

company, contributing to a global digital market. 

The shift from feudal society to capitalist society brought about a profound 

transformation in the social organization of work. Feudalism was 

characterized by a hierarchical agrarian system, where land ownership played 

a crucial role. In contrast, capitalism emphasized industrialization, wage 

labor, and a hierarchical structure based on capital and economic power. 

Understanding these differences helps in comprehending the historical and 

societal contexts that shaped work and labor over time. 

 

11.  “Ideology is crucial for social transformation in a democracy.” Discuss. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Ideology plays a significant role in shaping the direction and pace of social 

transformation in a democracy. An ideology provides a framework of values, 

beliefs, and principles that guide the actions and decisions of individuals and 

groups. In a democratic society, various ideologies influence policies, 

movements, and societal changes, impacting the overall trajectory of progress 

and reform. 

Role of Ideology in Social Transformation: 

1. Provides Vision and Direction: 

▪ Ideologies outline a vision for society, defining the kind of 

society that individuals and groups aim to create. This vision 

acts as a guiding light for initiating and sustaining social 

transformation. 
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▪ Example: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States was 

driven by the ideology of equality and justice for African 

Americans, envisioning a society free from racial discrimination. 

2. Mobilizes and Unites People: 

▪ Ideologies have the power to mobilize and unite people around 

a common cause or idea. It brings individuals with similar 

beliefs together, creating a collective force for change. 

▪ Example: The feminist movement is grounded in the ideology of 

gender equality, uniting women and allies to advocate for social, 

economic, and political changes that empower women. 

3. Shapes Policies and Legislation: 

▪ Ideologies influence the formulation of policies and legislation 

in a democracy. Political parties often base their policy 

platforms on specific ideologies, reflecting the desires and 

values of their constituents. 

▪ Example: Socialist ideologies have influenced policies related to 

healthcare, education, and social welfare in many democratic 

countries, advocating for a more equitable distribution of 

resources. 

4. Challenges the Status Quo: 

▪ Ideologies challenge existing norms, systems, and power 

structures, driving the need for change and transformation. 

They question entrenched practices and advocate for a more 

just and equitable society. 

▪ Example: The environmental movement, rooted in the ideology 

of environmentalism, challenges current economic models and 

practices to prioritize sustainable and ecologically responsible 

actions. 

Challenges and Considerations: 

1. Conflict of Ideologies: 

▪ In a diverse society, conflicting ideologies may hinder the pace 

of transformation as different groups advocate for their 

respective beliefs and visions. 

▪ Example: The debate between conservative and progressive 

ideologies can slow down legislative processes and societal 

changes. 

2. Flexibility and Adaptability: 
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▪ Ideologies need to be flexible and adaptable to evolving societal 

needs and changes. Rigidity in ideology can impede progress 

and hinder necessary adjustments for the betterment of society. 

▪ Example: Ideologies that evolve with societal changes, like 

liberal democracy adapting to inclusivity and diversity, 

demonstrate effectiveness in driving transformation. 

Ideologies are pivotal in steering social transformation in democracies. They 

provide a vision, mobilize people, influence policies, and challenge the status 

quo. However, finding a balance and accommodating diverse ideologies is 

essential to ensure that the transformation aligns with the values and 

aspirations of the entire society. By acknowledging and addressing conflicting 

ideologies and fostering adaptability, societies can effectively utilize ideologies 

to guide progressive social change. 

 

12.  Distinguish between sects and cults with illustrations. (UPSC CSE Mains 
2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 

Sects and cults are two terms often used in the context of religious or spiritual 

movements, but they have distinct characteristics and implications. 

Understanding the differences between sects and cults is crucial in 

comprehending the dynamics of religious or spiritual organizations and their 

societal impact. 

Distinguishing Sects and Cults: 

1. Definition and Membership: 

▪ Sects: 

▪ Sects are subgroups or factions that have broken away from a 

larger religious organization due to differences in beliefs, 

practices, or interpretations of the main religion. 

▪ Membership in a sect is usually by choice and often stems from 

disagreement with the established religious authority or a 

desire for a more rigorous or specific interpretation of the 

religion. 

▪ Example: Protestantism emerged as a sect of Christianity 

during the Reformation, challenging certain practices and 

doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. 

▪ Cults: 
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▪ Cults are typically characterized by their charismatic leader and 

a small, tightly-knit group of followers who are deeply 

committed to the leader''s beliefs and practices. 

▪ Membership in a cult often involves a high level of control and 

manipulation by the leader, with individuals being drawn in and 

isolated from mainstream society. 

▪ Example: The People''s Temple, led by Jim Jones, is a notorious 

cult where followers were isolated and ultimately involved in a 

mass suicide in 1978. 

2. Leadership and Control: 

▪ Sects: 

▪ Sects often have a defined leadership structure, but it is 

generally more decentralized compared to cults. 

▪ Leadership in sects usually involves respected individuals who 

guide the followers based on their interpretation of the religion. 

▪ Example: The Amish community can be considered a sect with 

clear leadership and adherence to specific beliefs within the 

broader Anabaptist tradition. 

▪ Cults: 

▪ Cults are characterized by a charismatic and authoritarian 

leader who exerts significant control over the group. 

▪ The leader''s influence is immense, often dictating all aspects of 

the followers'' lives, including their beliefs, actions, and 

interactions with others. 

▪ Example: The Manson Family, led by Charles Manson, is a well-

known cult where Manson had absolute control over his 

followers, leading them to commit heinous crimes. 

3. Relationship with Society: 

▪ Sects: 

▪ Sects often aim to coexist with mainstream society while 

maintaining their distinct beliefs and practices. 

▪ They may seek recognition and acceptance for their unique 

interpretation of the religion but do not actively isolate 

themselves from society. 

▪ Example: The Hasidic Jewish community is a sect within 

Judaism that maintains its traditions and practices while being 

a part of broader society. 
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▪ Cults: 

▪ Cults usually isolate themselves from mainstream society and 

may exhibit hostile or defensive attitudes towards outsiders. 

▪ They may cut off contact with family and friends who are not 

part of the cult, promoting dependency on the cult leader and 

group. 

▪ Example: The Heaven''s Gate cult, led by Marshall Applewhite, 

isolated themselves from society and believed in an imminent 

spaceship arrival to take them to a higher realm. 

To sum up while both sects and cults involve groups with distinct beliefs, 

practices, and leadership, the key differences lie in membership dynamics, 

leadership style, and their relationship with mainstream society. Sects often 

branch off from established religions with a more decentralized leadership 

structure and seek coexistence with society. On the other hand, cults are 

characterized by charismatic leaders, centralized control, isolation from 

mainstream society, and manipulation of their members. Understanding 

these differences is vital in evaluating the impact and dynamics of religious 

or spiritual organizations in society. 

 

13.  Is male authority absent in matrilineal society? Discuss. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Matrilineal societies are social systems where descent and inheritance are 

primarily traced through the female line, and family and kinship ties are 

predominantly based on the mother''s side. However, the presence or absence 

of male authority in matrilineal societies is a complex topic. While descent is 

traced through the female line, it does not imply a complete absence of male 

authority or influence.   

Male Authority in Matrilineal Societies: 

1. Social Roles and Responsibilities: 

▪ Matrilineal societies often emphasize female lineage for descent 

and inheritance, but this doesn''t mean males have no roles or 

authority. Men still hold significant positions in decision-

making, leadership, and community matters. 

▪ Example: The Minangkabau people of West Sumatra, 

Indonesia, have a matrilineal system, yet men hold roles in 

community councils and religious ceremonies. 

2. Marriage and Family Dynamics: 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
FEBRUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

▪ While descent is matrilineal, the institution of marriage can 

influence male authority. Husbands often have authority within 

their families and households, even in matrilineal societies. 

▪ Example: In the Khasi society of Northeast India, where descent 

is matrilineal, husbands hold authority within their 

households. 

3. Economic Roles and Contributions: 

▪ Men may have significant roles in providing for the family and 

community economically. They engage in activities such as 

farming, trade, or hunting, contributing to the household''s 

financial stability and thus possessing a form of authority. 

▪ Example: In the Akan society of Ghana, men often hold 

economic authority by managing financial matters and 

controlling resources. 

4. Decision-Making and Community Leadership: 

▪ In some matrilineal societies, decision-making may involve both 

genders, and men can hold positions of leadership in communal 

affairs. 

▪ Example: The Mosuo people of China have a matrilineal system, 

but men hold positions of authority in the village and may play 

crucial roles in the community. 

Challenges and Evolving Dynamics: 

1. Evolving Gender Dynamics: 

▪ In contemporary times, gender dynamics in matrilineal societies 

are evolving, influenced by globalization, education, and 

changing social norms. Women are increasingly participating in 

decision-making and leadership roles. 

▪ Example: In modern Khasi society, women''s roles are 

expanding, challenging traditional male authority in certain 

spheres. 

2. External Influences: 

▪ External influences, such as contact with patrilineal societies, 

can impact traditional matrilineal dynamics. Exposure to 

different social systems may alter power structures and 

influence male authority. 
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▪ Example: Globalization and increased connectivity may lead to 

shifts in traditional gender roles and male authority within 

matrilineal societies. 

In matrilineal societies, the presence and nature of male authority are 

nuanced. While descent and inheritance are matrilineal, it does not equate to 

an absence of male influence or authority. Men often hold significant roles in 

family, economy, and community, and their roles and influence are shaped 

by cultural, historical, and evolving societal factors. Understanding these 

complexities is vital for a comprehensive understanding of matrilineal 

societies and gender dynamics within them. 

 

14.  Explain the relevance of the idea of ‘cultural lag’ in understanding social 
change. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
The concept of ''cultural lag'' is a sociological term introduced by sociologist 

William Fielding Ogburn in the early 20th century. It highlights the idea that 

in times of rapid technological or societal change, cultural adjustments and 

adaptations take time to catch up with the pace of material or technological 

innovations. Understanding the concept of ''cultural lag'' is crucial in 

comprehending the challenges and dynamics associated with social change. 

Relevance of the Idea of ''Cultural Lag'' in Understanding Social Change 

1. Technological Advancements and Social Impact: 

▪ Rapid technological advancements often outpace societal and 

cultural adjustments. As technology evolves, the social, ethical, 

and legal norms struggle to adapt at the same speed. 

▪ Example: The advent of cloning and genetic engineering raised 

ethical questions about human rights and privacy, requiring 

time for society to formulate appropriate regulations and 

guidelines. 

2. Social Norms and Values: 

▪ Changes in social norms and values are often slow to catch up 

with advancements or shifts in society. New behaviors or 

practices may be in conflict with existing cultural norms, 

causing a ''lag'' in acceptance and integration. 

▪ Example: The acceptance of same-sex marriage and LGBTQ+ 

rights took time due to cultural and traditional beliefs that 

needed to adjust to evolving societal values. 

3. Globalization and Cultural Integration: 
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▪ Globalization accelerates the flow of ideas, values, and 

technologies across borders. However, different societies may 

adapt to these changes at varying paces, leading to a ''lag'' in 

cultural integration. 

▪ Example: The diffusion of Western fashion and lifestyle into 

traditional societies, where older generations may resist or take 

time to accept these changes due to cultural differences. 

4. Educational Systems and Knowledge Dissemination: 

▪ Educational systems and curricula may lag behind in 

incorporating new knowledge or skills required for emerging job 

markets or societal needs. 

▪ Example: The rapid rise of information technology necessitates 

adjustments in educational programs to equip students with 

relevant skills for the digital age. 

Challenges and Consequences of Cultural Lag 

1. Social Discontent and Conflict: 

▪ Cultural lag can lead to tensions and conflicts within society, as 

different groups may have contrasting views on how to adapt to 

changes. 

▪ Example: Disputes over the regulation of emerging technologies 

like artificial intelligence can cause societal unrest due to 

varying perspectives on their implications. 

2. Stifling Progress and Innovation: 

▪ Excessive cultural lag can hinder progress and innovation, 

impeding the benefits that technological advancements can 

bring to society. 

▪ Example: Resistance to renewable energy technologies due to 

reliance on fossil fuels can slow down efforts to mitigate climate 

change and transition to sustainable energy sources. 

The concept of ''cultural lag'' serves as a valuable framework for 

understanding the challenges and dynamics of social change. It emphasizes 

the need for a holistic approach to societal evolution, considering not only 

technological advancements but also their cultural, ethical, and social 

implications. Recognizing and addressing cultural lag is essential for fostering 

smooth transitions and ensuring that society maximizes the benefits of 

progress while minimizing potential conflicts and challenges. 
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15.  “Education helps in perpetuating social and economic inequalities.” 
Critically examine the statement. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, 
Paper 1). 
The statement that "education helps in perpetuating social and economic 

inequalities" highlights a critical perspective on the role of education in 

society. While education is often seen as a tool for social mobility and equal 

opportunity, it can also inadvertently contribute to reinforcing existing 

inequalities. The ways through which "Education Perpetuates Social and 

Economic Inequalities" are as below:- 

1. Access and Quality Disparities: 

▪ Disparities in access to education, particularly in developing 

countries or marginalized communities, can perpetuate social 

and economic inequalities. Unequal access limits opportunities 

for those in disadvantaged positions. 

▪ Example: In many parts of the world, rural or low-income areas 

often lack quality educational institutions, limiting educational 

opportunities for the residents. 

2. Socioeconomic Status and Education: 

▪ Individuals from higher socioeconomic backgrounds often have 

better access to quality education, including private schools 

and additional educational resources. This advantage can 

perpetuate economic inequality as they have a higher chance of 

securing lucrative jobs. 

▪ Example: Affluent families can provide their children with 

supplementary tutoring or extracurricular activities, giving 

them a competitive edge in the academic sphere. 

3. Discrimination and Bias: 

▪ Discrimination based on gender, race, or socio-economic status 

can hinder educational attainment and achievement for certain 

groups. This perpetuates inequalities as it affects opportunities 

in employment and societal standing. 

▪ Example: Studies show that racial minorities in some regions 

face discrimination in the education system, leading to lower 

educational outcomes and reduced opportunities in the job 

market. 

4. Reproduction of Cultural Capital: 

▪ Education can perpetuate social inequalities by reinforcing the 

cultural capital of dominant social groups. Curricula and 
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teaching methods may reflect the culture and values of the 

majority, disadvantaging minority or marginalized groups. 

▪ Example: A curriculum that predominantly focuses on the 

history and perspectives of a particular cultural group may 

marginalize the history and contributions of other cultural 

groups. 

Counterarguments and Mitigating Factors 

1. Equalizing Potential: 

▪ Education, when accessible and equitable, has the potential to 

break the cycle of poverty and reduce social disparities by 

providing knowledge and skills necessary for economic 

advancement. 

▪ Example: Scholarships, grants, and affirmative action policies 

aim to address historical disadvantages and provide equal 

educational opportunities to underprivileged communities. 

2. Skill Development and Economic Growth: 

▪ Education can contribute to economic growth by developing a 

skilled workforce, enhancing productivity, and fostering 

innovation. This, in turn, can reduce economic inequalities by 

providing better job prospects for all. 

▪ Example: The growth of the technology sector has created high-

paying job opportunities, and a skilled workforce is essential for 

maximizing the benefits of this growth. 

While education has the potential to be a great equalizer, it is essential to 

recognize the existing disparities and barriers that can perpetuate social and 

economic inequalities. Efforts must be directed toward ensuring equal access 

to quality education and addressing biases and discrimination within the 

education system. Education reforms that focus on inclusivity, equity, and 

social justice can help mitigate the negative impacts and make education a 

catalyst for reducing societal inequalities. 

 

16.  Explain the conditions under which a collective action transforms into 
a social movement. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Collective action and social movements are expressions of group behavior 

aimed at achieving a particular social, economic, or political goal. While 

collective action involves a group of people coming together for a specific 

purpose, a social movement signifies a sustained and organized effort to bring 
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about significant societal change. Understanding the transition from 

collective action to a full-fledged social movement requires analyzing various 

conditions and factors. 

Conditions Under Which Collective Action Transforms into a Social 

Movement: 

1. Shared Grievances and Goals: 

▪ Collective action transforms into a social movement when 

individuals or groups with shared grievances, concerns, or 

aspirations come together and agree on common goals or 

objectives. 

▪ Example: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States 

emerged from collective actions against racial discrimination, 

seeking equal rights and an end to segregation. 

2. Organizational Structure and Leadership: 

▪ A well-structured organization and effective leadership are 

crucial for transforming collective action into a social 

movement. Leaders guide the movement, formulate strategies, 

and mobilize resources for sustained action. 

▪ Example: Mahatma Gandhi played a pivotal role in leading the 

Indian independence movement, transitioning from sporadic 

protests to a widespread social movement. 

3. Mobilization and Outreach: 

▪ The ability to mobilize a larger audience and build a broad base 

of support is essential for a collective action to evolve into a 

social movement. Outreach efforts help in recruiting more 

members and gaining public backing. 

▪ Example: The Women''s Suffrage Movement gained momentum 

as suffragists organized rallies, campaigns, and public events 

to raise awareness and mobilize women across the United 

States. 

4. Public Awareness and Media Influence: 

▪ Increased public awareness, often facilitated by media coverage, 

amplifies the visibility and impact of collective action, aiding in 

the transformation into a social movement. 

▪ Example: The #BlackLivesMatter movement gained widespread 

attention and support due to extensive media coverage and 
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social media campaigns, sparking a global movement against 

racial injustice. 

5. Alliance Building and Networking: 

▪ Collaboration with other organizations, groups, or movements 

with aligned goals can strengthen the collective force and 

transform it into a more substantial social movement. 

▪ Example: The environmental movement gained momentum 

through alliances between various groups, such as Greenpeace, 

Sierra Club, and 350.org, working towards a common goal of 

environmental protection. 

6. Legitimacy and Support from Institutions: 

▪ Gaining legitimacy and support from influential institutions, 

such as political parties, religious bodies, or academic 

organizations, can elevate a collective action to a recognized and 

enduring social movement. 

▪ Example: The labor movement in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries gained credibility and support through affiliations 

with labor unions and political parties, leading to significant 

policy changes. 

The transformation of collective action into a social movement depends on 

various interrelated factors, including shared goals, effective leadership, 

mobilization efforts, media influence, alliance building, and institutional 

support. By understanding these conditions, activists and organizers can 

effectively navigate the transition and create lasting impacts on society. 

Successful social movements have historically been instrumental in driving 

significant social, political, and economic changes, advocating for justice, 

equality, and improved living conditions. 

 

17.  How do the rules of descent and alliance in kinship differ from each 
other ? Illustrate. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Kinship, a fundamental aspect of social organization, encompasses various 

systems and rules that define relationships and social interactions within a 

society. Two crucial concepts in kinship are rules of descent and rules of 

alliance, which outline how individuals are connected to their family and 

relatives. Understanding the differences between these rules is essential to 

grasp the complexities of kinship systems. 

Rules of Descent: 
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1. Definition: 

▪ Rules of descent determine how an individual''s familial 

connections are established based on parent-child 

relationships, defining lineages, clans, and family trees. 

2. Types of Descent: 

▪ Unilineal Descent:It traces descent through either the male or 

female line (patrilineal or matrilineal). For example, in a 

patrilineal society, an individual belongs to the father''s lineage. 

▪ Bilineal Descent:It allows tracing of descent through both 

paternal and maternal lines, often distinguishing between kin 

on both sides. 

3. Inheritance and Group Affiliation: 

▪ Descent rules influence inheritance patterns, determining who 

inherits property, titles, and responsibilities within a family or 

clan. 

▪ Example: In a patrilineal society, property may be passed down 

from father to son, reinforcing the patriarchal structure. 

4. Kinship Terminology: 

▪ Rules of descent influence kinship terminology, the vocabulary 

used to refer to different relatives. For instance, in a patrilineal 

society, kinship terms emphasize relationships on the father''s 

side. 

Rules of Alliance: 

1. Definition: 

▪ Rules of alliance pertain to marriage and the formation of 

marital bonds between individuals from different social or 

familial groups. 

2. Exogamy and Endogamy: 

▪ Exogamy:It involves marrying outside one''s own social group, 

clan, or family. Exogamous rules encourage diversity and 

prevent inbreeding. 

▪ Endogamy:It encourages marrying within a specific social or 

cultural group, reinforcing social cohesion and continuity of 

cultural practices. 

3. Marital Residence: 

▪ Rules of alliance also determine the preferred or prescribed 

place of residence after marriage, such as matrilocal (residence 
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with or near the wife''s family) or patrilocal (residence with or 

near the husband''s family). 

4. Alliance and Social Networks: 

▪ Marriages form alliances between families or groups, creating 

networks of social, economic, and political support. These 

alliances influence social dynamics and power structures 

within a society. 

▪ Example: A strategic marriage between noble families in 

medieval Europe aimed to consolidate power and influence 

across regions. 

Illustration: In a patrilineal society where unilineal descent is practiced, 

individuals trace their lineage through the male line, identifying with their 

father''s family. However, when it comes to marriage (rules of alliance), 

exogamy might be encouraged to maintain diversity and prevent inbreeding. 

For instance, a son belonging to a specific patrilineal lineage is encouraged to 

marry a woman from a different patrilineal lineage (exogamy) to strengthen 

alliances between the families. The marital residence, in this case, might be 

patrilocal, where the couple resides with or near the husband''s family after 

marriage, maintaining the patrilineal family structure. 

Rules of descent and alliance are fundamental in understanding how kinship 

systems are structured and how relationships are established within a 

society. While descent rules focus on familial lineage and inheritance, alliance 

rules pertain to marriage, marital residence, and the formation of alliances 

between families or groups. Both concepts contribute to the complex social 

fabric of kinship systems across diverse cultures and societies. 

 

18.  Define Secularisation. What are its major dimensions in the modem 
world ? (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Secularization refers to the gradual decline in the influence and significance 

of religious beliefs, practices, and institutions in various aspects of society, 

including politics, education, culture, and individual behaviors. It involves 

the diminishing role of religion and religious authority in shaping societal 

norms and public policies. Understanding the major dimensions of 

secularization in the modern world is essential to grasp the changing 

dynamics of religion and its relation to society. 

Major Dimensions of Secularization in the Modern World: 

1. Religious Decline: 
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▪ One of the central dimensions of secularization is the decrease 

in religious adherence, belief, and participation. Individuals 

identify less with traditional religious affiliations and often 

adopt secular or non-religious worldviews. 

▪ Example: In many Western societies, there has been a decline 

in regular church attendance and a rise in the number of 

individuals identifying as atheist, agnostic, or unaffiliated with 

any religion. 

2. Secularization of Institutions: 

▪ Modern institutions, such as governments, educational 

systems, and healthcare, are becoming increasingly 

secularized, functioning independently of religious influence 

and principles. Public policies and decision-making are guided 

by secular reasoning rather than religious doctrines. 

▪ Example: The separation of church and state in many countries 

ensures that government decisions are based on secular 

principles rather than religious teachings. 

3. Cultural Secularization: 

▪ Cultural norms and practices are shifting away from religious 

traditions and are increasingly influenced by secular values and 

beliefs. Popular culture, arts, literature, and entertainment 

often reflect secular perspectives and themes. 

▪ Example: The rise of secular-themed books, movies, and art 

that explore existentialism, humanism, and skepticism, often 

questioning religious dogmas. 

4. Scientific Advancements: 

▪ The advancement of science and technology has contributed to 

secularization by providing alternative explanations for natural 

phenomena, reducing reliance on religious interpretations. 

Scientific discoveries challenge religious narratives and beliefs. 

▪ Example: The theory of evolution and its acceptance among the 

scientific community challenged the traditional religious 

understanding of human origins. 

5. Rise of Secular Ethics: 

▪ Ethical frameworks are increasingly being developed based on 

reason, empathy, and societal well-being rather than being 
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solely derived from religious teachings. Secular ethical systems 

are more inclusive and universal. 

▪ Example: Utilitarianism, a secular ethical theory, advocates 

actions that promote the greatest happiness for the greatest 

number, independent of religious doctrines. 

Secularization represents a transformation in societal norms, institutions, 

and belief systems, characterized by a decline in the influence of religion and 

an increase in secular principles. This phenomenon is a response to the 

changing dynamics of the modern world, where scientific advancements, 

globalization, and increased exposure to diverse ideas contribute to a shift 

away from traditional religious influences. Understanding the dimensions of 

secularization helps in comprehending the evolving relationship between 

religion and society. 

 

19.  The increasing importance of the tertiary sector has weakened the 
formal organization of work in recent times. Examine the statement. 

(UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
The statement suggests that the rise of the tertiary sector, which primarily 

includes services, has led to a weakening of the formal organization of work. 

Traditionally, the primary and secondary sectors (agriculture, manufacturing) 

often had more rigid organizational structures. 

1. Flexibility in Work Arrangements: 

▪ The tertiary sector, particularly knowledge-based and service-

oriented industries, allows for greater flexibility in work 

arrangements. Telecommuting, freelance work, and project-

based employment are prevalent in this sector. 

▪ Example: Many tech companies like Google and Facebook offer 

remote work options, allowing employees to work from various 

locations, promoting a more flexible work structure. 

2. Decentralization of Workplaces: 

▪ The tertiary sector often decentralizes workplaces. It''s common 

for service-based companies to have multiple offices or 

branches, reducing the need for a centralized and hierarchical 

structure. 

▪ Example: Multinational corporations often have regional or 

country-specific offices, promoting decentralized operations 

and decision-making. 

3. Collaborative Work Environments: 
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▪ The tertiary sector encourages collaboration and teamwork. 

Modern workplaces emphasize cooperation and interaction 

among employees, fostering a less rigid and hierarchical 

organizational culture. 

▪ Example: Co-working spaces like WeWork encourage 

collaboration among individuals from various companies and 

industries, promoting a more fluid work environment. 

4. Gig Economy and Freelancing: 

▪ The rise of the gig economy is a significant aspect of the tertiary 

sector, where individuals work on a freelance or contract basis. 

This leads to a less formal organizational structure compared to 

traditional employment. 

▪ Example: Platforms like Uber, Airbnb, and Upwork facilitate gig 

work, enabling people to work on their terms without adhering 

to a traditional organizational hierarchy. 

5. Technological Advancements: 

▪ The integration of advanced technologies in the tertiary sector 

allows for streamlined operations and efficient communication, 

reducing the need for rigid organizational hierarchies. 

▪ Example: Chat platforms like Slack and project management 

tools like Asana facilitate seamless communication and 

coordination among team members, enabling a more fluid work 

structure. 

The expansion of the tertiary sector has indeed led to a transformation in the 

organizational structure of work. Greater flexibility, decentralization, 

collaboration, and the rise of the gig economy are indicative of a departure 

from traditional formal organizational setups seen in the primary and 

secondary sectors. As the world continues to embrace the digital age and 

prioritize adaptability and innovation, it''s likely that this trend will persist 

and even accelerate, further reshaping how work is organized and conducted 

in the future. 

 

20.  Caste ideology appears to have strengthened democracy. Comment. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Caste ideology, deeply ingrained in the Indian social fabric, has a complex 

relationship with democracy. While historically associated with hierarchical 
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social structures and discrimination, caste has also played a significant role 

in shaping democratic processes and outcomes in India.   

Caste-Based Representation: 

1. Inclusive Political Participation: 

▪ Caste-based representation in democratic systems has enabled 

marginalized and underprivileged caste groups to actively 

participate in the political process. 

▪ Example: The reservation system in India allocates seats for 

Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other 

Backward Classes (OBCs) in legislatures to ensure their 

representation. 

2. Amplification of Voices: 

▪ Democracy, coupled with the presence of diverse caste groups, 

allows for a broader range of perspectives and interests to be 

voiced and represented in policy-making. 

▪ Example: Various political parties often represent specific caste 

constituencies, giving a platform to express concerns and seek 

policy changes that benefit their caste groups. 

Social Justice and Equality: 

1. Affirmative Action Policies: 

▪ Democracy has facilitated the formulation and implementation 

of affirmative action policies aimed at uplifting historically 

disadvantaged castes, promoting social justice and equality. 

▪ Example: The Indian Constitution provides for reservations in 

educational institutions and government jobs to promote the 

representation of marginalized castes. 

2. Empowerment of Marginalized Castes: 

▪ Through democratic processes, marginalized castes have 

gained representation and a stronger voice in decision-making, 

fostering their socio-economic and political empowerment. 

▪ Example: The rise of leaders from marginalized castes to 

significant political positions showcases their increasing 

influence and role in policy formulation. 

Caste as a Political Identity: 

1. Mobilization and Voter Alliances: 
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▪ Caste ideologies have often been used by political parties to 

form voter alliances, mobilizing support and votes based on 

caste affiliations. 

▪ Example: Parties form alliances and select candidates 

considering caste dynamics, aiming to secure a broader voter 

base. 

2. Ensuring Democratic Accountability: 

▪ Political parties, being aware of the role caste plays in voter 

choices, are accountable to their constituencies, promoting 

responsive governance and better representation. 

▪ Example: Parties, especially in regions with diverse caste 

populations, often tailor their manifestos and policies to cater 

to the specific needs and demands of different caste groups. 

While caste ideology has perpetuated social inequalities and discriminations 

in India, it has also been instrumental in shaping and strengthening 

democracy. Through caste-based representation, social justice initiatives, 

and the politicization of caste, democracy has provided a platform for 

marginalized and underrepresented caste groups to participate actively, voice 

their concerns, and strive for socio-economic and political empowerment. 

Acknowledging and addressing caste-related challenges is vital for fostering a 

more inclusive and equitable democratic system. 

 

21.  “Globalization involves deterritorialization.” Examine with reference to 
the nation-state. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 
Globalization, a multifaceted phenomenon, involves a process where the 

world becomes interconnected economically, socially, culturally, and 

politically. An essential aspect of globalization is deterritorialization, where 

traditional boundaries and constraints are diminished, giving way to a more 

interconnected and borderless world. 

Deterritorialization in the Context of Globalization: 

1. Breaking Down Physical Barriers: 

▪ Globalization erodes the significance of physical borders by 

facilitating seamless movement of goods, capital, and people 

across nations. The barriers that once constrained trade and 

travel are diminishing. 
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▪ Example: The European Union''s Schengen Area allows for 

passport-free movement across 26 European countries, 

showcasing a reduction in territorial constraints. 

2. Information and Communication Technology (ICT): 

▪ ICT plays a crucial role in deterritorialization by enabling 

instant communication and information sharing across the 

globe. It transcends geographical boundaries, making the world 

more interconnected. 

▪ Example: Social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram connect people globally, enabling real-time 

interactions irrespective of geographic location. 

3. Global Supply Chains and Trade: 

▪ Globalization has led to the development of intricate global 

supply chains, where components of a product are sourced 

from multiple countries, blurring traditional territorial ties in 

production. 

▪ Example: A smartphone may have its design from one country, 

components from several others, and assembly in yet another, 

showcasing a deterritorialized production process. 

4. Transnational Corporations (TNCs): 

▪ TNCs operate across borders, having a presence in multiple 

countries. They often have complex organizational structures 

that transcend traditional territorial boundaries. 

▪ Example: Coca-Cola, a multinational corporation, operates in 

over 200 countries, with decentralized operations across the 

globe, showcasing the deterritorialized nature of its business. 

Impact on the Nation-State: 

1. Challenges to Sovereignty: 

▪ The deterritorialization associated with globalization challenges 

the traditional notion of state sovereignty. States have less 

control over activities that extend beyond their borders. 

▪ Example: The rise of global organizations like the United 

Nations and the World Trade Organization influence state 

policies and decisions, showcasing a shift from exclusive 

territorial control. 

2. Shift in Identity and Citizenship: 
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▪ Deterritorialization affects individual identity and citizenship as 

people may identify with multiple nations or global communities 

due to transnational connections and experiences. 

▪ Example: Dual citizenship or multiple national identities are 

becoming more common, illustrating a shift from exclusive 

allegiance to a single nation-state. 

Deterritorialization, facilitated by globalization, is a fundamental aspect that 

challenges traditional notions of territorial boundaries and constraints. It 

reshapes how we perceive and interact with the world, emphasizing the 

interconnectedness and interdependence of nations and individuals. While it 

brings about opportunities and advancements, it also necessitates a 

reevaluation of governance structures and policies to effectively navigate this 

borderless landscape. 

 

22.  Elaborate the views of Durkheim on “The Elementary Forms, of 
Religious Life”. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 

"The Elementary Forms of Religious Life" is a seminal work by Emile 

Durkheim, a founding figure in sociology. Published in 1912, Durkheim 

explores the sociological aspects of religion, aiming to understand the 

fundamental nature and functions of religious beliefs and practices in society. 

This answer will elaborate on Durkheim''s key views and concepts presented 

in this work. 

Durkheim''s Views in "The Elementary Forms of Religious Life": 

1. Social Origin of Religion: 

▪ Durkheim argued that religion is a social construct originating 

from collective beliefs and practices within a society. 

▪ Religion, he asserted, is not supernatural but a reflection of 

social solidarity, shared norms, and values. 

2. Collective Consciousness and Religion: 

▪ Durkheim introduced the concept of "collective consciousness," 

which represents the beliefs, morals, and ideas shared by 

members of a society. 

▪ Religion acts as a vehicle for expressing and reinforcing this 

collective consciousness, providing a sense of belonging and 

unity among individuals. 

3. Totemism: 
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▪ Durkheim used totemism, the belief in a sacred object or 

symbol representing a group, as a foundational concept in 

understanding religion. 

▪ Totems, in his view, embody the collective identity and unity of 

a group and are the focal point of religious ceremonies and 

rituals. 

4. Sacred and Profane: 

▪ Durkheim distinguished between the sacred (extraordinary, 

revered) and the profane (ordinary, everyday) in religious life. 

▪ The contrast between these realms creates a sense of awe, 

marking off religious experiences from mundane ones. 

5. Rituals and Solidarity: 

▪ Durkheim emphasized the significance of rituals in religious 

life, illustrating how rituals reinforce social cohesion and 

integration. 

▪ Through communal participation in religious rituals, 

individuals reaffirm their shared beliefs and values, 

strengthening social bonds. 

Examples to Illustrate Durkheim''s Views: 

1. Christianity and the Eucharist: 

▪ In Christianity, the Eucharist, a central ritual, involves the 

symbolic consumption of bread and wine representing the body 

and blood of Christ. 

▪ Through this ritual, Christians reaffirm their collective beliefs, 

emphasizing solidarity and unity as part of a religious 

community. 

2. Hinduism and Temple Worship: 

▪ In Hinduism, temple worship is a significant religious practice 

involving rituals, prayers, and offerings to deities. 

▪ Hindus collectively engage in these rituals to express their 

shared beliefs, reinforcing a sense of unity and solidarity within 

the community. 

Durkheim''s "The Elementary Forms of Religious Life" offered groundbreaking 

insights into the sociological understanding of religion. He highlighted the 

societal origins of religion, focusing on the collective consciousness, rituals, 

and symbols that create social cohesion. Understanding religion as a product 
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of society allowed Durkheim to shed light on the fundamental role it plays in 

shaping and reflecting the collective conscience of a community. 

 

23.  Verrier El win’s views on freedom for the tribals. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 
- Sociology, Paper 1). 
Verrier Elwin was a prominent British-born Indian anthropologist, 

missionary, and social worker who dedicated his life to understanding and 

advocating for the rights and freedom of India''s tribal communities. His views 

on freedom for tribals were deeply rooted in his belief in their right to self-

determination and preservation of their distinct cultures. Verrier Elwin''s 

work in India spanned several decades, during which he immersed himself in 

the lives and cultures of various tribal communities. His experiences led him 

to develop a nuanced perspective on tribal freedom and their rights. 

Views on Freedom for Tribals: 

1. Cultural Preservation:Elwin firmly believed that tribal communities 

had a right to preserve their unique cultures, languages, and 

traditions. He argued that cultural diversity enriched India''s social 

fabric. For instance, he advocated for the protection of the Gondi 

language spoken by the Gond tribe in central India, recognizing its 

significance as a cultural identity marker. 

2. Land and Resource Rights:Elwin emphasized the importance of 

granting tribals ownership and control over their ancestral lands and 

natural resources. He believed that this was essential to ensure their 

economic and social well-being. The Forest Rights Act of 2006 in India, 

which recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling tribal communities, 

aligns with his views. 

3. Education and Empowerment:Elwin saw education as a key tool for 

empowering tribal communities. He worked towards establishing 

schools in tribal areas and encouraged the development of a 

curriculum that respected and integrated their traditional knowledge. 

The establishment of Eklavya Model Residential Schools in India is a 

testament to his vision. 

4. Protection from Exploitation:He was an advocate for protecting 

tribal communities from exploitation and marginalization. He 

campaigned against practices like forced labor and land alienation, 

which disproportionately affected tribals. His efforts contributed to the 

creation of legislation to protect tribal rights. 
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5. Participation in Decision-Making:Elwin believed that tribals should 

have a voice in decisions that affected their lives. He advocated for their 

representation in local governance structures, ensuring that they 

could actively participate in the development process. Examples of 

tribal representation in Panchayati Raj institutions in some states 

reflect this principle. 

Examples: 

▪ Elwin''s work with the Muria Gonds in Bastar, Chhattisgarh, is a 

remarkable example. He lived among them, documented their culture, 

and played a pivotal role in raising awareness about their rights. His 

efforts contributed to the recognition of the Muria Gonds as a 

Scheduled Tribe. 

▪ The establishment of the Vanavasi Kalyan Ashram, an organization 

dedicated to the welfare of tribal communities, was influenced by 

Elwin''s vision. It continues to work towards improving the lives of 

tribal people in various parts of India. 

Verrier Elwin''s views on freedom for tribals were grounded in a deep 

understanding of their cultures and needs. His advocacy for cultural 

preservation, land and resource rights, education, protection from 

exploitation, and participation in decision-making continues to shape policies 

and initiatives aimed at uplifting tribal communities in India. His legacy 

serves as a reminder of the importance of respecting and preserving the 

diverse identities and rights of tribal populations in our society. 

 

24.  Jyotirao Phule as an agrarian radical. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, 
Paper 1). 

Jyotirao Phule, a 19th-century social reformer and thinker from India, is 

widely regarded as an agrarian radical due to his revolutionary ideas and 

actions aimed at addressing the social and economic injustices faced by the 

agrarian masses. His contributions were instrumental in challenging the 

oppressive caste system and promoting the rights and welfare of the 

marginalized communities in the agrarian society of his time. 

Jyotirao Phule as an Agrarian Radical: 

1. Opposition to Caste-Based Discrimination: 

▪ Phule vehemently opposed the caste-based discrimination 

prevalent in Indian society, particularly in rural areas. He 
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challenged the Brahminical hegemony that perpetuated social 

hierarchies in agrarian communities. 

▪ He advocated for the annihilation of caste and argued that 

everyone, irrespective of their caste, should have equal access 

to land and resources. His book "Gulamgiri" (Slavery) is a 

scathing critique of the caste system and its exploitation in 

agrarian settings. 

2. Promotion of Education: 

▪ Phule recognized that education was a powerful tool to empower 

the marginalized agrarian communities. He and his wife, 

Savitribai Phule, worked tirelessly to establish schools for Dalits 

and lower-caste individuals. 

▪ The Satyashodhak Samaj, a social organization founded by 

Phule, aimed to educate and uplift the agrarian masses, 

particularly those oppressed by caste-based discrimination. 

3. Land Reforms: 

▪ As an agrarian radical, Phule advocated for land reforms that 

would address the landlessness and exploitation of the lower-

caste and landless laborers. 

▪ He argued for equitable land distribution, enabling 

marginalized communities to gain control over land resources. 

His efforts paved the way for future land reform movements in 

India. 

4. Political Activism: 

▪ Phule was not content with merely promoting ideas. He actively 

engaged in political activism to challenge the oppressive 

agrarian system. He founded the "Native Farmers'' Improvement 

Society" to work for the rights of farmers and laborers. 

▪ His political activism laid the groundwork for the broader social 

and political movements that emerged in the 20th century, 

fighting for the rights of the agrarian masses. 

Examples: 

▪ Phule''s establishment of the first indigenous school for girls in India 

in 1848 was a groundbreaking move towards empowering agrarian 

communities, especially women, who were often denied education. 
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▪ The Satyashodhak Samaj, founded by Phule in 1873, actively worked 

to educate and organize the agrarian masses, challenging caste-based 

discrimination and advocating for their rights. 

▪ Phule''s writings, including "Gulamgiri" and "Shetkaryacha Asud," 

were influential in critiquing and challenging the oppressive agrarian 

system and its exploitative practices. 

Jyotirao Phule''s role as an agrarian radical is evident in his relentless efforts 

to challenge the caste-based discrimination and economic oppression 

prevalent in agrarian society. His advocacy for education, land reforms, and 

political activism laid the foundation for future social justice movements in 

India, making him a pivotal figure in the fight for the rights and dignity of the 

agrarian masses. Phule''s legacy continues to inspire those working towards 

a more just and equitable agrarian society in India. 

 

25.  Louis Dumont’s perspective on Indian caste system (UPSC CSE Mains 
2015 - Sociology, Paper 1). 

Louis Dumont, a French sociologist and anthropologist, is renowned for his 

significant contributions to the study of the Indian caste system. His 

perspective on the caste system in India, as articulated in his seminal work 

"Homo Hierarchicus," provides valuable insights into the complexities of this 

social institution. 

1. Holistic Understanding: 

▪ Dumont argued that the caste system should be understood as 

a holistic and integrated social structure rather than as a mere 

hierarchy. He emphasized that it encompassed various aspects 

of life, including religion, social order, and the individual''s 

worldview. 

▪ Dumont''s approach allowed for a deeper exploration of how 

caste influenced not only social interactions but also religious 

beliefs and practices. 

2. Value and Ritual Hierarchy: 

▪ Central to Dumont''s perspective was the concept of "purity" 

and "pollution." He noted that caste in India was not just about 

hierarchy but also about the values attached to different castes. 

The upper castes were considered "pure," while the lower castes 

were deemed "polluted." 
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▪ This value hierarchy extended to rituals and religious practices, 

where the upper castes had greater access to sacred rites and 

spaces, while the lower castes were restricted in these aspects. 

3. Individual vs. Group: 

▪ Dumont made a distinction between individualism and holism. 

He argued that Western societies prioritized individualism, 

where individuals were considered separate entities with equal 

rights. In contrast, Indian society, particularly the caste system, 

emphasized holism, where individuals were inherently linked to 

their caste. 

▪ This perspective helped explain why caste-based identities often 

took precedence over individual identities in social interactions 

and decision-making. 

4. Rejection of the Modernization Thesis: 

▪ Dumont challenged the notion that modernization and 

economic development would lead to the dissolution of the caste 

system. He believed that the caste system was deeply ingrained 

in the Indian social psyche and would persist despite 

modernization. 

▪ His perspective has been validated to some extent, as the caste 

system continues to influence Indian society, even in 

contemporary times. 

Examples: 

▪ Dumont''s analysis of the Brahminical ideology highlighted the 

veneration of purity and the role of rituals in maintaining caste 

distinctions. For instance, his work shed light on how the Brahmin 

caste, as the highest in the hierarchy, played a pivotal role in religious 

ceremonies and rituals. 

▪ His perspective was instrumental in understanding the persistence of 

caste-based discrimination in various aspects of Indian society, such 

as access to education, employment opportunities, and political 

representation. 

Louis Dumont''s perspective on the Indian caste system, characterized by its 

holistic approach, emphasis on value hierarchy, and rejection of 

modernization as a solution, has significantly contributed to the 

understanding of this complex social institution. His work continues to be 

relevant in contemporary discussions about caste in India and provides a 
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valuable framework for exploring the intricate interplay of caste with religion, 

values, and social order in Indian society. 

 

26.  How far Gandhi was trusted by the untouchables?. (UPSC CSE Mains 
2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 
Mahatma Gandhi, a prominent leader in the Indian freedom struggle, is often 

associated with his efforts to eradicate untouchability and promote social 

justice. However, the level of trust that untouchables, who were marginalized 

by the caste system, had in Gandhi''s leadership varied over time.  

Gandhi''s Early Engagement with Untouchables: 

1. Trust through Advocacy:In the early stages of his activism, Gandhi 

showed empathy and support for untouchables. He referred to them 

as "Harijans" or "Children of God" to uplift their self-esteem. His 

advocacy for their rights garnered initial trust. 

2. Poona Pact (1932):Gandhi''s role in the Poona Pact negotiations with 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is noteworthy. He negotiated on behalf of the caste 

Hindus to secure separate electorates for Dalits. While Ambedkar 

agreed to give up separate electorates, Gandhi''s intervention 

disappointed some Dalit leaders. 

Challenges to Trust: 

3. Fast Unto Death:In 1932, Gandhi initiated a fast unto death to protest 

against separate electorates for Dalits. His fast aimed to maintain 

Hindu unity. This move raised suspicions among some untouchable 

leaders, who saw it as an attempt to coerce them into accepting 

Gandhi''s viewpoint. 

4. Limited Political Representation:Untouchables grew skeptical of 

Gandhi''s leadership as they believed that the Poona Pact compromised 

their political representation within the system. They felt that Gandhi 

prioritized Hindu unity over their interests. 

Rebuilding Trust: 

5. Focus on Social Reform:Gandhi''s efforts to eradicate untouchability 

and promote inter-caste harmony were more successful than his 

political initiatives. His insistence on manual scavenging being a 

degrading occupation and efforts to uplift sanitation workers 

demonstrated his commitment to social reform. 

6. Participation in Temple Entry Movements:Gandhi actively participated 

in temple entry movements, where untouchables were allowed access 
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to temples that had previously barred them. His direct involvement in 

such social reforms helped rebuild trust among untouchable 

communities. 

Gandhi''s relationship with untouchables was complex and evolved over time. 

While his early advocacy for their rights and negotiation skills were 

appreciated, some of his political decisions, like the Poona Pact, raised doubts 

among untouchable leaders. However, his unwavering commitment to social 

reform and efforts to abolish untouchability helped rebuild trust. Ultimately, 

Gandhi''s legacy in the fight against untouchability is marked by both 

successes and challenges, making his relationship with untouchables a 

subject of historical scrutiny and analysis. 

 

27.  Feminization of poverty. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 
The term "feminization of poverty" refers to the disproportionate and 

increasing representation of women among the world''s poor. It highlights how 

poverty is not only a socio-economic issue but also a gendered one. This 

phenomenon has been a subject of concern and research for decades, 

shedding light on the unique challenges and vulnerabilities faced by women 

in impoverished communities. 

Understanding the Feminization of Poverty: 

1. Disproportionate Poverty Among Women: 

▪ Women make up a significant percentage of the world''s poor 

population. This is due to a combination of factors, including 

limited access to education and employment opportunities, 

wage gaps, and discriminatory practices. 

2. Single-Parent Households: 

▪ Female-headed households are more likely to experience 

poverty. Women who are single mothers often face difficulties in 

providing for their families due to limited financial resources 

and support systems. 

3. Limited Access to Resources: 

▪ Women, particularly in developing countries, often have 

restricted access to resources such as land, credit, and 

technology. This limits their ability to generate income and 

escape poverty. 

4. Unpaid Care Work: 



SOCIOLOGY PAPER – Practice Questions & Answers 

 
FEBRUARY 2024  RajasirIAS.com  

                                                                                    

 

19 years of Ethical IAS Coaching 

▪ Women are disproportionately responsible for unpaid care 

work, including childcare, eldercare, and household chores. 

This restricts their participation in the formal workforce and 

economic opportunities. 

Factors Contributing to the Feminization of Poverty: 

5. Gender Wage Gap: 

▪ Across the world, women generally earn less than men for the 

same work. This wage gap results in lower incomes, making 

women more susceptible to poverty. 

6. Educational Disparities: 

▪ Limited access to quality education for girls and women reduces 

their chances of acquiring the skills and qualifications needed 

for higher-paying jobs. 

7. Gender-Based Violence: 

▪ Gender-based violence, including domestic violence and sexual 

harassment, often traps women in poverty by limiting their 

ability to seek employment or access support services. 

Examples: 

▪ In rural areas of many developing countries, women are engaged in 

subsistence farming, but they often lack ownership of land and access 

to agricultural resources, perpetuating their poverty. 

▪ The global COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the feminization of 

poverty, with women more likely to lose jobs in sectors like hospitality 

and retail, and the burden of increased caregiving responsibilities 

falling heavily on them. 

The feminization of poverty underscores the interconnectedness of gender 

and socio-economic disparities. Addressing this issue requires a multi-

faceted approach that includes closing the gender wage gap, promoting 

women''s education and skill development, improving access to resources, 

and combating gender-based violence. Recognizing and addressing the 

unique challenges faced by women in poverty is essential for achieving gender 

equality and eradicating poverty on a global scale. 

 

28.  Is caste system changing, weakening or disintegrating in India?. (UPSC 
CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 
The caste system in India, a deeply entrenched social hierarchy, has been a 

subject of scrutiny and debate for centuries. Over time, various factors have 
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influenced its trajectory, leading to discussions about whether it is changing, 

weakening, or disintegrating. 

Changing Dynamics of the Caste System: 

1. Economic Changes: 

▪ Economic reforms and globalization have brought about 

significant changes in India''s socio-economic landscape. 

Access to education and employment opportunities has 

expanded, leading to the emergence of a growing urban middle 

class. This has allowed some individuals to overcome caste-

based barriers and achieve upward mobility. 

2. Reservation Policies: 

▪ India has implemented affirmative action policies, known as 

reservations, which provide preferential treatment to 

historically disadvantaged castes (Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes) in education and government jobs. These 

policies have contributed to the socio-economic upliftment of 

marginalized communities. 

3. Inter-Caste Marriages: 

▪ Increasingly, inter-caste marriages are challenging traditional 

caste boundaries. These unions often lead to the blending of 

caste identities and the creation of a more inclusive social 

fabric. 

4. Urbanization: 

▪ Urbanization has created more cosmopolitan and 

heterogeneous environments, where caste identities are often 

less pronounced compared to rural areas. In urban centers, 

individuals are often identified more by their profession and 

economic status rather than their caste. 

Factors Weakening the Caste System: 

5. Social Movements: 

▪ The Indian social and political landscape has witnessed the rise 

of various social movements advocating for the rights and 

dignity of historically marginalized groups. Leaders like Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar and Periyar E.V. Ramasamy played pivotal roles in 

challenging caste-based discrimination. 

6. Media and Education: 
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▪ The media and education have played a crucial role in raising 

awareness about caste-based discrimination and promoting 

social equality. Documentaries, literature, and educational 

initiatives have contributed to changing perceptions. 

Examples: 

▪ The election of K.R. Narayanan, a member of the Dalit community, as 

the President of India in 1997 was a significant milestone, 

demonstrating the diminishing influence of caste in political 

leadership. 

▪ The "Chalo Una" movement in Gujarat in 2016, which protested 

against the brutal beating of Dalits for skinning a dead cow, 

highlighted the resilience of marginalized communities in fighting 

against caste-based oppression. 

While significant strides have been made in challenging and weakening the 

caste system in India, it would be an oversimplification to assert that it has 

disintegrated entirely. The caste system''s grip continues to persist in various 

forms, especially in rural areas and aspects of everyday life. However, the 

forces of modernization, economic development, social movements, and 

affirmative action policies have collectively contributed to changing the 

dynamics of the caste system, paving the way for a more equitable and 

inclusive society. The trajectory of the caste system''s evolution in India 

remains a complex and ongoing process. 

 

29.  Give some of the important studies relating to the structural changes in 
the Indian family system. (UPSC CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 
The Indian family system has undergone significant structural changes over 

the years due to various socio-economic, cultural, and demographic factors. 

These transformations have been the subject of extensive research and 

studies. 

Important Studies on Structural Changes in the Indian Family System: 

1. Irawati Karve''s "Hindu Joint Family: A Norm or an Ideal" (1953): 

▪ Irawati Karve''s seminal work examined the transition from the 

traditional joint family system to nuclear families in India. She 

analyzed the factors contributing to this shift, including 

urbanization, industrialization, and changing attitudes towards 

individualism. 

2. N. Srinivas''s "The Changing Position of Indian Women" (1978): 
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▪ N. Srinivas, a renowned sociologist, conducted extensive 

research on the changing roles and status of women within 

Indian families. His work explored how modernization and 

urbanization were impacting women''s roles in both rural and 

urban settings. 

3. Amartya Sen''s "More Than 100 Million Women Are Missing" (1990): 

▪ Amartya Sen''s groundbreaking research highlighted the issue 

of gender-based discrimination and the skewed sex ratio in 

India. His work shed light on how son preference and female 

infanticide were affecting the structure and dynamics of Indian 

families. 

4. Dyson and Moore''s "On Kinship Structure, Female Autonomy, and 

Demographic Behavior in India" (1983): 

▪ This influential study explored the relationship between kinship 

structure, female autonomy, and demographic behavior in 

India. It provided insights into how family systems impact 

fertility rates and population growth. 

5. IIPS National Family Health Survey (NFHS): 

▪ The IIPS (International Institute for Population Sciences) 

conducts periodic National Family Health Surveys in India. 

These surveys provide a wealth of data on various aspects of 

family structure, reproductive health, and gender dynamics. 

Researchers and policymakers rely on NFHS data to 

understand and address changes in the Indian family system. 

Examples: 

▪ The decline of the joint family system in urban areas, where nuclear 

families have become more common, reflects the impact of 

urbanization and changing employment patterns. 

▪ Studies on the increased age at marriage and delayed childbearing 

among women in India illustrate changing family dynamics as women 

pursue education and career opportunities. 

The structural changes in the Indian family system are a complex and 

evolving phenomenon influenced by a multitude of factors. The studies 

mentioned above, along with many others, have contributed significantly to 

our understanding of these changes. They highlight the interplay between 

cultural norms, economic development, gender dynamics, and demographic 
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shifts, providing valuable insights for policymakers and researchers working 

towards improving family well-being and gender equity in India. 

 

30.  Broadly compare the kinship system of North and South India. (UPSC 
CSE Mains 2015 - Sociology, Paper 2). 
India''s kinship systems are diverse and complex, varying significantly 

between regions due to historical, cultural, and social factors. When 

comparing the kinship systems of North and South India, it is essential to 

recognize the distinctions in family structures, marriage practices, and the 

role of kin in both regions. 

1. Family Structure: 

▪ North India: 

▪ North Indian kinship systems are often characterized by a 

preference for patrilineal descent and patrilocal residence. 

Families tend to be joint or extended, with multiple generations 

living together under one roof. 

▪ The joint family system, known as "kutumb" or "parivaar," is 

common, emphasizing the importance of maintaining close ties 

among relatives, especially on the paternal side. 

▪ South India: 

▪ South Indian kinship systems often favor matrilineal descent 

and matrilocal residence, although variations exist. In some 

communities, families are nuclear or stem, with a focus on the 

mother''s lineage. 

▪ The matrilineal system is more prevalent among certain 

communities in Kerala, Karnataka, and parts of Tamil Nadu. 

However, in regions like Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, 

patrilineal and patrilocal systems are also observed. 

2. Marriage Practices: 

▪ North India: 

▪ In North India, arranged marriages are prevalent, with families 

playing a central role in the matchmaking process. Caste, 

religion, and social status often heavily influence partner 

selection. 

▪ Dowry practices are common, where the bride''s family provides 

gifts or financial contributions to the groom''s family. 

▪ South India: 
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▪ South India exhibits both arranged and love marriages, with a 

growing trend towards love marriages in urban areas. 

▪ Dowry practices are comparatively less common, and in some 

communities, the bride''s family may provide a "dowry" known 

as "stridhan," which belongs exclusively to the bride. 

3. Role of Kin: 

▪ North India: 

▪ Kinship plays a significant role in North Indian society, with 

strong emphasis on maintaining connections with paternal 

relatives. Obligations and responsibilities toward one''s 

extended family are high. 

▪ Joint families often function as economic units, sharing 

resources and contributing to the collective well-being of the 

family members. 

▪ South India: 

▪ In South India, the role of kin varies depending on the specific 

kinship system within a community. In matrilineal 

communities, maternal kin may hold more importance. 

▪ Regardless of the kinship system, family remains an essential 

support system, particularly in times of need or during 

significant life events such as marriage. 

Examples: 

▪ In Kerala, certain communities, such as the Nair and Ezhava, 

traditionally practice matrilineal kinship systems, where property and 

lineage are traced through the mother''s side. In contrast, the 

Namboodiri Brahmins in Kerala follow patrilineal practices. 

▪ In North India, the joint family system is exemplified by the "Big Fat 

Indian Wedding," where extended families come together for elaborate 

ceremonies and celebrations. 

The kinship systems in North and South India exhibit significant variations, 

shaped by historical, cultural, and regional influences. While North India 

generally favors patrilineal systems and joint families, South India displays 

more diversity with matrilineal and patrilineal practices coexisting. Both 

regions, however, place a strong emphasis on family and kinship networks, 

playing vital roles in social, economic, and emotional support structures. 
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