
SOCIOLOGY 

Explain the concept of social mobility.
Describe with suitable illustrations how 
education and social mobility are related
to each other. 
Social mobility refers to the movement of
individuals, families, or groups within or 
bbetween dierent social strata in a society.
It is a change in social status relative to 
others’ social location within a given society.....

With suitable examples, explain how 
conformity and deviance coexist in a 
society as propounded by R.K. Merton.
Robert K. Merton, a prominent sociologist,
developed the Strain Theory to explain 
how conformity and deviance coexist in 
a soa society. According to Merton, society has 
culturally defined goals and acceptable...........

Explain the emerging challenges in 
establishing gender equality in the
informal sector.
Gender equality is a fundamental human 
right and a necessary foundation for a 
peaceful, prosperous, and sustainable
wworld. However, despite significant progress
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Explain the concept of social mobility. Describe with suitable illustrations how 
education and social mobility are related to each other. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - 
Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

Social mobility refers to the movement of individuals, families, or groups within or 
between different social strata in a society. It is a change in social status relative to 
others’ social location within a given society. Social mobility can be upward or 
downward, depending on whether an individual’s social position improves or worsens 
compared to their parents or other reference groups. Sociological thinkers have long 
been interested in understanding the factors that contribute to social mobility and the 
role it plays in maintaining or challenging social inequalities. 

Education and Social Mobility 
Education is considered one of the most critical factors influencing social mobility. It 
is often seen as a means of acquiring the skills, knowledge, and qualifications 
necessary to access better job opportunities, higher income, and improved social 
status. The relationship between education and social mobility can be illustrated 
through the theories of various sociological thinkers. 
1. Functionalism and Meritocracy 
Functionalists, such as Talcott Parsons and Emile Durkheim, argue that education 
serves as a meritocratic mechanism that enables individuals to achieve social mobility 
based on their abilities and efforts. In a meritocratic society, individuals are rewarded 
for their talents and hard work, leading to a more efficient and cohesive society. 
Education is seen as a means to identify and nurture talent, allowing those who excel 
academically to access higher education and better job opportunities, thus promoting 
social mobility. 
2. Conflict Theory and Unequal Opportunities 
Conflict theorists, such as Karl Marx and Max Weber, argue that education can also 
reinforce social inequalities and limit social mobility for certain groups. They contend 
that the education system is structured to benefit the dominant social classes, who 
have the resources and cultural capital to access the best educational opportunities. 
This advantage perpetuates their privileged social position and restricts social mobility 
for those from disadvantaged backgrounds. For example, children from low-income 
families may face barriers to accessing quality education, limiting their chances of 
upward social mobility. 
3. Pierre Bourdieu and Cultural Capital 
Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital further explains the relationship between 
education and social mobility. Cultural capital refers to the knowledge, skills, and 
cultural competencies that individuals inherit from their family background, which 
can be converted into educational success and social advantages. Bourdieu argues 
that the education system rewards those with higher cultural capital, perpetuating 
social inequalities and limiting social mobility for those from less privileged 
backgrounds. For instance, children from middle-class families may be more familiar 
with the dominant culture and language used in schools, giving them an advantage in 
academic performance and access to higher education. 
4. Social Capital and Networking 
Another aspect of the relationship between education and social mobility is the role of 
social capital, which refers to the networks and connections individuals have within 
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society. Sociologists, such as James Coleman and Robert Putnam, argue that social 
capital can facilitate access to resources, information, and opportunities that can 
enhance social mobility. Education can contribute to the development of social capital 
by providing individuals with opportunities to form networks with peers, teachers, and 
professionals, which can be beneficial in their future careers and social advancement. 
    The concept of social mobility thus highlights the dynamic nature of social 
stratification and the potential for individuals to change their social position within 
society. Education plays a crucial role in shaping social mobility, both as a 
meritocratic mechanism that rewards talent and effort and as a system that can 
perpetuate social inequalities. Sociological thinkers have provided valuable insights 
into the complex relationship between education and social mobility, emphasizing the 
importance of addressing barriers to equal educational opportunities and promoting 

social justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

How has the idea of Work From Home' forced us to redefine the formal and informal 
organization of work ?. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

■ The global pandemic has forced a significant shift in the way we work, with 
many organisations adopting the ‘Work From Home’ (WFH) model. This change 
has led to a redefinition of the formal and informal organisation of work, 
impacting the way we perceive and engage in our professional lives. In this 
essay, we will explore the sociological implications of this shift, focusing on the 
transformation of organisational structures, communication patterns, and 
work-life balance. 

Transformation of Organisational Structures 

■ Traditionally, formal organisations have been characterised by a clear 
hierarchy, division of labour, and a set of rules and regulations governing the 
workplace. However, the shift to remote work has blurred these boundaries, 
leading to a more fluid and flexible organisational structure. This has resulted 
in a decentralisation of authority, with employees having more autonomy and 

control over their work processes. Consequently, the traditional bureaucratic 
model of organisations is being replaced by a more democratic and participative 
approach, fostering a sense of empowerment and ownership among employees. 

■ Moreover, the WFH model has led to a reevaluation of the importance of 
physical office spaces. As employees work remotely, the significance of the office 
as a symbol of power and authority has diminished. This has further 
contributed to the flattening of organisational hierarchies and the emergence of 
a more egalitarian work culture. 

Changes in Communication Patterns 
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■ The shift to remote work has also altered the way we communicate within 
organisations. Formal communication channels, such as meetings and memos, 
have been replaced by virtual platforms and instant messaging apps. This has 
led to a more informal and spontaneous mode of communication, breaking 
down barriers between employees and fostering a sense of camaraderie. 

■ However, the reliance on technology-mediated communication has also resulted 
in a loss of non-verbal cues and face-to-face interactions, which play a crucial 
role in building trust and rapport among colleagues. This has led to concerns 
about the potential erosion of social capital within organisations, as employees 
struggle to maintain strong interpersonal relationships in a virtual work 
environment. 

Redefining Work-Life Balance 

■ The blurring of boundaries between work and home has had significant 
implications for employees’ work-life balance. On one hand, the flexibility 
offered by remote work has allowed employees to better manage their personal 
and professional commitments, leading to increased satisfaction and well-being. 
On the other hand, the lack of a clear demarcation between work and personal 
spaces has resulted in employees struggling to ‘switch off’ from work, leading to 
increased stress and burnout. 

■ Furthermore, the WFH model has exposed and exacerbated existing inequalities 
within the workforce, with women and caregivers disproportionately bearing the 
burden of managing domestic responsibilities alongside their professional 
commitments. This has highlighted the need for organisations to adopt more 
inclusive and supportive policies to ensure the well-being of all employees. 
 

■ The shift to remote work has forced us to redefine the formal and informal 
organisation of work, with significant sociological implications. As we navigate 
this new world of work, it is crucial for organisations to adapt and evolve in 
order to foster a more inclusive, flexible, and supportive work environment for 
all employees. This will not only enhance employee well-being and satisfaction 
but also contribute to the long-term success and sustainability of organisations 
in a rapidly changing world. 

 

 

 

With suitable examples, explain how conformity and deviance coexist in a society as 
propounded by R.K. Merton. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

Robert K. Merton, a prominent sociologist, developed the Strain Theory to explain how 
conformity and deviance coexist in a society. According to Merton, society has 
culturally defined goals and acceptable means to achieve them. People in society are 
expected to conform to these goals and means. However, not everyone has equal 
access to the legitimate means to achieve these goals, which leads to strain and, 
subsequently, deviance. 
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Merton identified five modes of adaptation through which individuals respond to the 
strain between cultural goals and the means to achieve them. These modes of 
adaptation include conformity, innovation, ritualism, retreatism, and rebellion. Each 
of these modes represents a different way in which individuals may respond to the 
strain, resulting in a mix of conformity and deviance within society. 

 

1. Conformity: This is the most common mode of adaptation, where individuals accept 
both the cultural goals and the legitimate means to achieve them. People who conform 
work hard, follow the rules, and strive to achieve success as defined by society. For 
example, a student who studies diligently to get good grades and secure a well-paying 

job is conforming to societal expectations. 

2. Innovation: In this mode, individuals accept the cultural goals but reject the 
legitimate means to achieve them. They resort to deviant or illegal means to achieve 
success. For example, a person who engages in drug trafficking or embezzlement to 
become wealthy is an innovator. They are deviating from the acceptable means but 
still pursuing the same goals as those who conform. 

3. Ritualism: Individuals in this mode reject the cultural goals but continue to follow 
the legitimate means. They may not believe in the societal definition of success but 
still adhere to the rules and norms. For example, a low-level bureaucrat who diligently 
follows rules and procedures without any ambition for personal success or promotion 
is a ritualist. They are conforming to the means but not the goals. 

4. Retreatism: In this mode, individuals reject both the cultural goals and the 
legitimate means to achieve them. They withdraw from society and may engage in 
deviant behaviors such as substance abuse or vagrancy. For example, a homeless 
person who has given up on pursuing societal goals and lives on the streets is a 
retreatist. They are deviating from both the goals and the means. 

5. Rebellion: This mode involves individuals rejecting both the cultural goals and the 
legitimate means and actively seeking to replace them with alternative goals and 
means. Rebels aim to bring about social change and may engage in protest or 
revolutionary activities. For example, a political activist who fights against income 
inequality and advocates for a more equitable distribution of wealth is a rebel. They 
are deviating from the established goals and means while promoting new ones. 

Merton’s Strain Theory thus demonstrates how conformity and deviance coexist in a 
society. People adapt to the strain between cultural goals and the means to achieve 

them in different ways, resulting in a mix of conforming and deviant behaviors. This 
coexistence of conformity and deviance is essential for understanding the complexities 
of human behavior and social dynamics. 
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Explain the emerging challenges in establishing gender equality in the informal sector. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

Gender equality is a fundamental human right and a necessary foundation for a 
peaceful, prosperous, and sustainable world. However, despite significant progress in 
recent years, gender inequality persists in various sectors, including the informal 
sector. The informal sector comprises economic activities that are not regulated by the 
government and do not provide social protection or labor rights to workers. It includes 
street vendors, domestic workers, agricultural laborers, and home-based workers, 
among others. This sector is characterized by low wages, job insecurity, and poor 
working conditions, making it particularly challenging to establish gender equality. 

1. Limited access to resources and opportunities - One of the major challenges in 
establishing gender equality in the informal sector is the limited access to resources 
and opportunities for women. Women in the informal sector often lack access to credit, 
land, and other productive resources, which hinders their ability to improve their 
economic status. Additionally, women may have limited access to education and 
training opportunities, further restricting their ability to acquire new skills and 
advance in their careers. 

2. Gender-based discrimination and stereotypes - Gender-based discrimination and 
stereotypes are pervasive in the informal sector, perpetuating gender inequality. 
Women are often paid less than men for the same work and are more likely to be 
employed in low-paying, low-skilled jobs. Moreover, women are often excluded from 
decision-making processes and leadership positions, limiting their ability to influence 
policies and practices that affect their livelihoods. Gender stereotypes also contribute 
to the undervaluing of women’s work, leading to lower wages and fewer opportunities 
for advancement. 

3. Lack of legal protection and social security - Informal sector workers, particularly 
women, often lack legal protection and social security, making it difficult to establish 
gender equality. Without legal protection, women are more vulnerable to exploitation, 
harassment, and abuse in the workplace. Furthermore, the absence of social security 
means that women do not have access to benefits such as maternity leave, pensions, 
and healthcare, which can exacerbate gender inequalities and perpetuate poverty. 

4. Balancing work and family responsibilities - Women in the informal sector often 
face the challenge of balancing work and family responsibilities, which can hinder 
their ability to achieve gender equality. Due to traditional gender roles, women are 
often expected to shoulder the majority of household and caregiving responsibilities, 
leaving them with less time and energy to devote to their work. This can result in lower 
earnings and limited opportunities for advancement, further entrenching gender 
inequality. 

5. Limited representation and collective bargaining power- Women in the informal 
sector often lack representation in trade unions and other workers’ organizations, 
limiting their ability to advocate for their rights and negotiate better working 
conditions. This lack of collective bargaining power can make it difficult for women to 
challenge discriminatory practices and demand equal pay and opportunities. 
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Establishing gender equality in the informal sector is a complex and multifaceted 
challenge that requires concerted efforts from various stakeholders, including 
governments, civil society organizations, and the private sector. Addressing the 
barriers to gender equality in the informal sector will involve promoting women’s 
access to resources and opportunities, challenging gender-based discrimination and 
stereotypes, ensuring legal protection and social security for all workers, supporting 
women in balancing work and family responsibilities, and enhancing women’s 
representation and collective bargaining power. Only through such comprehensive and 
coordinated efforts can we hope to achieve gender equality in the informal sector and 
contribute to a more just and equitable society. 

 

 

 

Critically examine the relevance of Vilfredo Pareto's theory of Circulation of Elites in the 
present scenario. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

Vilfredo Pareto’s theory of Circulation of Elites is a significant contribution to the field 
of sociology and political science. The theory suggests that in any society, a small 
group of elites will always hold the majority of power and resources. This elite group 
will eventually be replaced by another set of elites, leading to a continuous circulation 
of power. The relevance of this theory can be examined in the present scenario by 
analyzing the dynamics of power and social mobility in contemporary societies. 

■ Political Relevance 

■ - In the current political landscape, the circulation of elites is evident in the rise 
and fall of political parties and leaders. In democratic systems, elections serve 
as a mechanism for the circulation of elites, as new leaders and parties come 
into power, replacing the old ones. This process ensures that no single group or 
individual can monopolize power indefinitely. However, the circulation of elites 
may not always lead to a significant change in policies or governance, as the 
new elites may share similar interests and ideologies with the previous ones. 

■ Economic Relevance 

■ - The circulation of elites can also be observed in the economic sphere. The rise 
of new industries and technological advancements has led to the emergence of 
new economic elites, who replace the old ones. For instance, the rise of the tech 
industry has created a new class of billionaires, who have replaced the 
traditional industrialists and business magnates. However, this circulation of 
economic elites does not necessarily translate into a more equitable distribution 
of wealth and resources, as the new elites may continue to accumulate wealth 
and power, leading to growing income inequality and social stratification. 

■ Social Mobility 

■ - Pareto’s theory of circulation of elites is closely related to the concept of social 
mobility. In an ideal scenario, the circulation of elites would allow for 
individuals from different social backgrounds to rise to positions of power and 
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influence. However, in reality, social mobility is often limited by factors such as 
class, race, and education. In many societies, the circulation of elites is 
restricted to a small, privileged group, perpetuating social inequality and 
limiting opportunities for the majority of the population. 

■ Cultural Relevance 

■ - The circulation of elites also has cultural implications, as the rise of new elites 
can lead to the promotion of new cultural values and norms. For example, the 
rise of the tech industry has led to a shift in cultural values, with an emphasis 
on innovation, entrepreneurship, and individualism. However, this circulation 
of cultural elites may also contribute to the erosion of traditional cultural values 
and the homogenization of global culture, as the new elites promote their own 

values and norms. 

Vilfredo Pareto’s theory of Circulation of Elites hence remains relevant in the present 
scenario, as it helps to explain the dynamics of power and social mobility in 
contemporary societies. However, the circulation of elites does not always lead to 
positive outcomes, as it may perpetuate social inequality, limit social mobility, and 
contribute to cultural homogenization. Therefore, it is essential for policymakers and 
social scientists to critically examine the circulation of elites and its implications for 
society, in order to promote a more equitable and inclusive social order. 

 

 

 

 

Critically compare the views of E.B. Tylor and Max Muller on Religion. (UPSC CSE Mains 
2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

■ E.B. Tylor and Max Muller were two influential scholars in the field of religious 
studies during the 19th century. Both of them made significant contributions to 
the understanding of religion, but their views and approaches were quite 
different. In this answer, we will critically compare their views on religion. 

■ E.B. Tylor (1832-1917) was an English anthropologist who is often considered 
the founder of modern anthropology. He is best known for his work on 
animism, which he regarded as the most basic form of religion. Tylor believed 

that religion originated from human beings’ attempts to explain natural 
phenomena and the world around them. He argued that primitive people, in 
their efforts to understand the world, attributed life and intention to inanimate 
objects and natural forces, leading to the belief in spirits and supernatural 
beings. This belief system, according to Tylor, evolved into more complex 
religious systems over time. 

■ Tylor’s approach to the study of religion was primarily based on the 
comparative method, which involved comparing different religious beliefs and 
practices across cultures to identify common elements. He believed that by 
studying the similarities and differences between religions, scholars could trace 
the development of religious ideas and institutions. Tylor’s work was influential 
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in establishing the field of anthropology as a scientific discipline, and his 
theories on the evolution of religion were widely accepted at the time. 

■ Max Muller (1823-1900), on the other hand, was a German-born philologist and 
orientalist who focused on the study of ancient texts, particularly those from 
India. Muller’s approach to the study of religion was primarily based on the 
analysis of sacred texts and the historical development of religious ideas. He 
believed that religion was a universal human phenomenon, and that its origins 
could be traced back to a common source, which he called the “Ur-religion.” 

■ Muller’s main contribution to the study of religion was his emphasis on the 
importance of language and mythology. He argued that myths were not just 
primitive stories, but rather expressions of deep religious truths that could only 

be understood through the study of language and symbolism. Muller believed 
that by analyzing the linguistic and mythological elements of different religions, 
scholars could uncover the underlying religious ideas that were common to all 
human cultures. 

There are several key differences between the views of E.B. Tylor and Max Muller on 
religion:- 

1. The origin of religion: Tylor believed that religion originated from human beings’ 
attempts to explain natural phenomena, while Muller believed that religion had 
a common source, the “Ur-religion,” which was expressed through language and 
mythology. 

2. The nature of religion: Tylor saw religion as a belief system that evolved over 
time, while Muller saw it as a universal human phenomenon that was 
expressed through language and mythology. 

3. The method of studying religion: Tylor used the comparative method to study 
religion, comparing different religious beliefs and practices across cultures. 
Muller, on the other hand, focused on the analysis of sacred texts and the 
historical development of religious ideas. 

4. The role of mythology: Tylor saw myths as primitive attempts to explain natural 
phenomena, while Muller believed that myths were expressions of deep religious 
truths that could only be understood through the study of language and 
symbolism. 

E.B. Tylor and Max Muller had thus significantly different views on religion, with Tylor 
focusing on the evolutionary development of religious beliefs and practices, and Muller 
emphasizing the importance of language and mythology in understanding religion. 

While both scholars made important contributions to the study of religion, their 
approaches and theories have been subject to criticism and revision by later scholars 
in the field. 
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What is cult ? Explain the growth of cults in the contemporary world. (UPSC CSE Mains 
2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

A cult is a social group defined by its religious, spiritual, or philosophical beliefs, or its 
common interest in a particular personality, object, or goal. Cults often have 
unconventional beliefs and practices that are distinct from mainstream society. They 
typically have a charismatic leader who exercises a high degree of control over the 
members, and they often use manipulative and coercive techniques to maintain group 
cohesion and recruit new followers. 

The growth of cults in the contemporary world can be attributed to several sociological 
factors: 

1. Social Disintegration: The rapid pace of social change, urbanization, and 
globalization has led to the breakdown of traditional social structures and 
norms. This has created a sense of alienation and disconnection among 
individuals, making them more susceptible to the appeal of cults that promise a 
sense of belonging, purpose, and identity. 

2. Spiritual Seeking: The decline of traditional religious institutions and the rise of 
secularism have left many people searching for alternative sources of spiritual 
meaning and fulfillment. Cults often present themselves as offering unique and 
exclusive access to spiritual truths, attracting those who are dissatisfied with 
mainstream religious options. 

3. The Influence of Mass Media: The widespread availability of mass media, 
particularly the internet, has made it easier for cults to disseminate their beliefs 
and recruit new followers. Social media platforms, in particular, have allowed 
cults to create online communities that can be easily accessed by potential 
recruits, providing a sense of connection and belonging even before they join 
the group. 

4. Psychological Vulnerability: Certain individuals may be more susceptible to the 
allure of cults due to personal factors such as low self-esteem, a history of 
trauma, or a desire for certainty and control in an uncertain world. Cults often 
target these vulnerable individuals, offering them the promise of personal 
transformation and empowerment. 

5. The Role of Charismatic Leaders: Cults are often led by charismatic individuals 
who possess a unique ability to inspire devotion and loyalty among their 
followers. These leaders may present themselves as spiritual or messianic 

figures, claiming special knowledge or abilities that set them apart from the rest 
of society. This charismatic authority can be a powerful draw for those seeking 
guidance and direction in their lives. 

The growth of cults in the contemporary world hence can be understood as a response 
to the various social, cultural, and psychological factors that have emerged in modern 
society. As traditional sources of meaning and belonging have eroded, cults have 
stepped in to fill the void, offering individuals a sense of purpose, identity, and 
community that they may struggle to find elsewhere. 
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Do you think Talcott Parsons gave an adequate theory of social change? Justify your 
answer. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

■ Talcott Parsons was a prominent American sociologist who developed the 
functionalist perspective in sociology. His theory of social change was based on 
the idea that societies are complex systems with interrelated parts that work 
together to maintain stability and order. According to Parsons, social change 
occurs when there is a need for adaptation or adjustment in the social system 
to maintain equilibrium. 

■ Some scholars argue that Parsons’ theory of social change is adequate because 
it provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the complex 

processes of social change. They believe that his functionalist approach helps to 
explain how societies maintain stability and order while also adapting to new 
challenges and opportunities. 

However, there are several criticisms of Parsons’ theory of social change that question 
its adequacy: 

1. Overemphasis on stability: Critics argue that Parsons’ theory places too much 
emphasis on the stability and equilibrium of social systems, which can lead to a 
conservative view of society that resists change. This perspective may not 
adequately account for the dynamic and transformative nature of social change. 

2. Lack of attention to conflict and power: Parsons’ functionalist perspective tends 
to downplay the role of conflict and power struggles in social change. Critics 
argue that this neglects the importance of social inequality, exploitation, and 
oppression as drivers of social change. 

3. Deterministic approach: Some critics argue that Parsons’ theory is 
deterministic, suggesting that social change is a predictable and linear process 
driven by the need for adaptation and equilibrium. This perspective may not 
account for the complex and unpredictable nature of social change, which can 
be influenced by various factors, including human agency, culture, and 
historical events. 

4. Cultural bias: Parsons’ theory has been criticized for its ethnocentric and 
Western-centric assumptions about social change. Critics argue that his 
perspective may not adequately account for the diverse experiences and 
processes of social change in non-Western societies. 

Hence, while Talcott Parsons’ theory of social change has been influential and provides 
a useful framework for understanding social change from a functionalist perspective, 
it has also faced significant criticisms. The adequacy of his theory depends on one’s 
perspective and the specific aspects of social change being considered. 
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Elucidate the main problems and challenges faced by the migrant labourers in the 
recent 'Lockdown period'. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on the lives of people worldwide, 
particularly on the vulnerable sections of society, such as migrant labourers. The 
lockdown period imposed to curb the spread of the virus has exposed the precarious 
conditions of migrant workers, who faced numerous challenges during this time. This 
essay will discuss the main problems and challenges faced by the migrant labourers 
during the lockdown period, focusing on loss of livelihood, lack of social security, 
inadequate housing, and discrimination. 

■ Loss of Livelihood 

■ - One of the most significant challenges faced by migrant labourers during the 
lockdown period was the loss of livelihood. As businesses and industries shut 
down to comply with the lockdown measures, millions of migrant workers found 
themselves without work and income. Many of these workers live on daily wages 
and have no savings to fall back on, leaving them in a state of acute financial 
distress. The loss of livelihood also led to food insecurity, as many migrant 
workers struggled to afford basic necessities like food and water. 

■ Lack of Social Security 

■ - Migrant labourers often lack access to social security benefits, such as 
healthcare, insurance, and pension schemes, due to their informal employment 
status. The lockdown period exacerbated this issue, as many migrant workers 
were unable to access healthcare services or claim unemployment benefits. The 
lack of social security left them vulnerable to the economic and health impacts 
of the pandemic, with no safety net to rely on. 

■ Inadequate Housing 

■ - Migrant workers typically live in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions, with 
limited access to basic amenities like clean water and sanitation facilities. The 
lockdown period highlighted the inadequacy of housing for migrant labourers, 
as they were forced to stay in cramped living quarters with poor hygiene 
standards. These conditions increased their risk of contracting COVID-19 and 
other infectious diseases, as well as negatively impacting their mental health. 

■ Discrimination and Stigmatization 

■ - Migrant labourers often face discrimination and stigmatization in their host 
communities, which was further exacerbated during the lockdown period. As 
the pandemic spread, many migrant workers were unfairly blamed for the 
spread of the virus, leading to increased discrimination and social exclusion. 
This discrimination manifested in various forms, such as evictions from rented 
accommodations, denial of access to essential services, and even physical 
violence. 

The lockdown period imposed due to the COVID-19 pandemic has brought to light the 
numerous challenges faced by migrant labourers. Loss of livelihood, lack of social 
security, inadequate housing, and discrimination are some of the main problems faced 
by these workers during this time. Addressing these issues requires a comprehensive 
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approach that includes providing social security benefits, improving living conditions, 
and promoting social inclusion. The pandemic has underscored the need for urgent 
action to protect the rights and well-being of migrant labourers, who form a crucial 
part of the global workforce. 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain how political parties and pressure groups are dialectically related to each other 

in terms of achieving their goals. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

■ Political parties and pressure groups are dialectically related to each other in 
terms of achieving their goals because they both operate within the same 
political system and often depend on each other to advance their respective 
agendas. This relationship can be understood through the lens of dialectical 
sociology, which posits that social phenomena are shaped by the interaction of 
opposing forces or contradictions. 

■ Political parties are organizations that seek to gain control of government 
institutions and implement their policies and programs. They represent a broad 
range of interests and ideologies, and their primary goal is to win elections and 
hold political power. In order to do so, they need to build a broad base of 
support among the electorate, which often requires forming alliances and 
coalitions with various interest groups. 

■ Pressure groups, also known as interest groups or advocacy groups, are 
organizations that seek to influence government policies and decisions in favor 
of their specific interests or causes. They do not directly participate in electoral 
politics, but they often work closely with political parties to advance their goals. 
Pressure groups use various tactics, such as lobbying, public relations 
campaigns, and grassroots mobilization, to sway public opinion and persuade 
policymakers to adopt their preferred policies. 

■ The dialectical relationship between political parties and pressure groups can 
be seen in the way they interact and influence each other. On one hand, 

political parties need the support of pressure groups to build a broad coalition 
of voters and gain legitimacy in the eyes of the public. This often involves 
adopting some of the policy positions advocated by pressure groups and 
incorporating them into the party’s platform. In this sense, pressure groups can 
shape the political agenda and push parties to adopt more progressive or 
conservative stances on certain issues. 

■ On the other hand, pressure groups need the support of political parties to 
achieve their goals, as parties are the ones that ultimately control the levers of 
government power. By aligning themselves with a particular party or candidate, 
pressure groups can gain access to policymakers and have a greater chance of 
seeing their preferred policies enacted. In this sense, political parties can act as 
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gatekeepers, determining which issues and interest groups receive attention 
and which are marginalized. 

■ This dialectical relationship can also lead to tensions and conflicts between 
political parties and pressure groups. For example, a party may feel pressure to 
adopt more extreme positions to appease a powerful pressure group, which 
could alienate moderate voters and harm the party’s electoral prospects. 
Conversely, a pressure group may feel betrayed if a party it has supported fails 
to deliver on its promises or compromises on key issues. 

■ Political parties and pressure groups are hence dialectically related in that they 
both operate within the same political system and rely on each other to achieve 
their goals. This relationship is characterized by mutual influence, cooperation, 

and sometimes conflict, as both parties and pressure groups navigate the 
complex dynamics of the political arena to advance their respective agendas. 

 

 

 

 

Give your comments on the growth of religious revivalism in the present day context. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

■ In the present day context, religious revivalism has experienced significant 
growth in various parts of the world. This phenomenon can be attributed to a 
multitude of factors, including globalization, political instability, and the search 
for identity and meaning in an increasingly complex and interconnected world. 
From a sociological perspective, the growth of religious revivalism can be 
analyzed through various theoretical lenses, such as secularization, rational 
choice, and social identity theories. 

■ One of the key factors contributing to the growth of religious revivalism is the 
process of globalization. As societies become more interconnected, individuals 
are exposed to a diverse array of cultural and religious beliefs, leading to a 
greater awareness of religious differences. This increased exposure can lead to a 
heightened sense of religious identity and a desire to reaffirm one’s faith, 
resulting in religious revivalism. Moreover, globalization has facilitated the 
spread of religious ideas and practices, enabling religious movements to gain 

traction in new regions and communities. 

■ Another factor contributing to the growth of religious revivalism is political 
instability and social unrest. In times of crisis, individuals often turn to religion 
as a source of comfort, guidance, and stability. Religious revivalism can provide 
a sense of order and security in an otherwise chaotic world, offering a 
framework for understanding and coping with the challenges of modern life. 
Additionally, religious movements can serve as a platform for political 
mobilization, as religious leaders and organizations often play a significant role 
in shaping public opinion and advocating for social change. 
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■ From a theoretical standpoint, the growth of religious revivalism can be 
understood through the lens of secularization theory. This theory posits that as 
societies modernize and become more secular, religion loses its influence and 
relevance in the public sphere. However, this process of secularization can also 
lead to a counter-reaction, as individuals and communities seek to reaffirm 
their religious identity and values in the face of perceived threats to their faith. 
This counter-reaction can manifest in the form of religious revivalism, as 
individuals and communities strive to preserve and promote their religious 
traditions. 

■ Rational choice theory offers another perspective on the growth of religious 
revivalism. This theory suggests that individuals make religious choices based 

on their perceived costs and benefits, seeking to maximize their personal utility. 
In this context, religious revivalism can be seen as a rational response to the 
challenges of modern life, offering individuals a sense of purpose, belonging, 
and moral guidance that may be lacking in secular society. 

■ Finally, social identity theory can also help explain the growth of religious 
revivalism. This theory posits that individuals derive a sense of self and 
belonging from their membership in social groups, including religious 
communities. As societies become more diverse and complex, individuals may 
experience a heightened need for social identity and cohesion, leading them to 
seek out and participate in religious revivalist movements. 

■ The growth of religious revivalism in the present day context can hence be 
attributed to a variety of factors, including globalization, political instability, 
and the search for identity and meaning in an increasingly complex world. By 
examining this phenomenon through various sociological theories, we can gain 
a deeper understanding of the underlying forces driving religious revivalism and 
its implications for society as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

Explain how the pattern of patriarchy is being altered in a family and at the workplace 
in the present context. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

In the present context, the pattern of patriarchy is being altered in families and 
workplaces due to several sociological factors. These factors include changes in gender 
roles, increased participation of women in the workforce, education, and the influence 
of feminist movements. 

1. Changes in gender roles: Traditional gender roles have been challenged and 
redefined in recent years. Men are increasingly participating in domestic work 
and childcare, while women are taking up leadership roles in various fields. 
This shift in gender roles has led to a more equal distribution of power and 
responsibilities within families and workplaces, thus challenging the patriarchal 
structure. 
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2. Increased participation of women in the workforce: Women’s participation in the 
workforce has increased significantly over the past few decades. This has led to 
a decrease in the gender pay gap and increased financial independence for 
women. As a result, women are less dependent on men for their economic well-
being, which challenges the patriarchal notion of men as the primary 
breadwinners. 

3. Education: Education plays a crucial role in altering the pattern of patriarchy. 
With increased access to education, women are now more aware of their rights 
and are better equipped to challenge traditional gender norms. Educated 
women are more likely to participate in the workforce, have a say in family 
decisions, and raise their children with more egalitarian values. 

4. Influence of feminist movements: Feminist movements have played a significant 
role in challenging patriarchal norms and promoting gender equality. These 
movements have raised awareness about issues such as gender-based violence, 
reproductive rights, and equal pay, leading to policy changes and a shift in 
societal attitudes towards gender roles. 

5. Legal and policy changes: Governments and organizations have implemented 
various policies and laws to promote gender equality and challenge patriarchal 
structures. These include anti-discrimination laws, parental leave policies, and 
affirmative action programs, which aim to create a more level playing field for 
women in the workplace. 

6. Changing family structures: The traditional nuclear family structure, with a 
male breadwinner and a female homemaker, is becoming less common. There 
has been an increase in single-parent families, dual-income families, and same-
sex couples raising children. These diverse family structures challenge the 
patriarchal notion of a male-dominated family unit. 

The pattern of patriarchy is thus being altered in families and workplaces due to a 
combination of sociological factors, including changes in gender roles, increased 
participation of women in the workforce, education, the influence of feminist 
movements, legal and policy changes, and changing family structures. While progress 
has been made, it is important to continue challenging patriarchal norms and 
promoting gender equality in all aspects of society. 
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Critically examine the contribution of dependency theories in understanding the present 
global scenario. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

■ Dependency theories emerged in the 1950s and 1960s as a response to 
modernization theories, which posited that underdeveloped countries could 
achieve economic growth and development by following the path of Western 
industrialized nations. Dependency theories, on the other hand, argued that the 
global economic system is structured in such a way that it perpetuates the 
underdevelopment of poorer countries, while benefiting the wealthier, more 
developed nations. This essay will critically examine the contribution of 
dependency theories in understanding the present global scenario, focusing on 

their relevance, limitations, and potential for future development. 

■ One of the key contributions of dependency theories is their emphasis on the 
historical and structural roots of global inequality. Dependency theorists, such 
as Andre Gunder Frank and Immanuel Wallerstein, argue that the global 
economic system has been shaped by centuries of colonialism, imperialism, and 
unequal trade relations. This perspective highlights the importance of 
understanding the historical processes that have led to the current global 
division of labor, where poorer countries are often relegated to the role of 
providing raw materials and cheap labor for the wealthier nations. 

■ In this sense, dependency theories have been instrumental in challenging the 
assumptions of modernization theories, which tend to portray 
underdevelopment as a result of internal factors, such as cultural or 
institutional deficiencies. By emphasizing the role of external forces in shaping 
the global economic system, dependency theories have provided a more 
nuanced understanding of the complex interplay between local and global 
factors in determining the development trajectories of different countries. 

■ Another important contribution of dependency theories is their focus on the role 
of international institutions and global governance in perpetuating global 
inequalities. Dependency theorists argue that institutions such as the World 
Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) often promote policies that favor the interests of the 
wealthier nations, while exacerbating the vulnerabilities of poorer countries. 
This perspective has been influential in shaping critical debates around issues 
such as debt, structural adjustment programs, and trade liberalization, which 
have been at the center of global development policy discussions in recent 

decades. 

■ However, dependency theories have also faced several criticisms and 
limitations. One of the main critiques is that they tend to overemphasize the 
role of external factors in shaping underdevelopment, while downplaying the 
importance of internal dynamics. Critics argue that this perspective can lead to 
a deterministic and overly pessimistic view of the development prospects of 
poorer countries, which may overlook the potential for local agency and 
resistance to global structures of inequality. 
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■ Another limitation of dependency theories is their focus on the economic 
dimensions of global inequality, often neglecting the social, cultural, and 
political aspects of development. This has led some scholars to argue that 
dependency theories provide an incomplete understanding of the complex and 
multidimensional nature of global development challenges. In this sense, there 
is a need for more integrated and interdisciplinary approaches that can better 
capture the interplay between economic, social, and political factors in shaping 
global inequalities. 

■ Dependency theories have thus made significant contributions to our 
understanding of the present global scenario by highlighting the historical and 
structural roots of global inequality and the role of international institutions in 

perpetuating these disparities. However, they also face limitations in terms of 
their focus on external factors and economic dimensions of development. As the 
global landscape continues to evolve, there is a need for more nuanced and 
interdisciplinary approaches that can better capture the complex and 
multidimensional nature of global development challenges. 

 

 

 

 

Explain the growing salience of ethnicity in the contemporary world with illustrations. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

The growing salience of ethnicity in the contemporary world can be attributed to 
various factors such as globalization, migration, and the rise of identity politics. 
Ethnicity refers to the social classification of people based on shared cultural, 
linguistic, and historical experiences. In recent years, ethnicity has gained prominence 
as a significant social and political force, shaping the lives of individuals and 
communities across the globe. Sociological thinkers have provided valuable insights 
into the reasons behind the increasing importance of ethnicity in today’s world. This 
essay will discuss the theories of Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, and Pierre Bourdieu to 
explain the growing salience of ethnicity in contemporary society. 

■ Emile Durkheim: Social Solidarity and Ethnicity 

■ - Emile Durkheim, a founding figure in sociology, emphasized the importance of 
social solidarity in maintaining social order and cohesion. According to 
Durkheim, societies are held together by shared values, beliefs, and practices 
that create a collective conscience. Ethnicity can be seen as a source of social 
solidarity, as it provides individuals with a sense of belonging and identity. In 
the contemporary world, the growing salience of ethnicity can be attributed to 
the need for social solidarity in the face of rapid social change, globalization, 
and increasing cultural diversity. Ethnic groups can provide individuals with a 
sense of stability and support, helping them navigate the complexities of 
modern life. 

■ Max Weber: Ethnicity as a Basis for Social Stratification 
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■ - Max Weber, another influential sociologist, argued that social stratification is 
based on three dimensions: class, status, and power. Ethnicity can be a 
significant factor in determining an individual’s position within this 
stratification system. In the contemporary world, ethnicity has become 
increasingly important as a basis for social stratification due to factors such as 
migration and the rise of identity politics. Ethnic minorities often experience 
social and economic disadvantages, leading to the formation of distinct social 
classes based on ethnicity. The growing salience of ethnicity can be seen as a 
response to these inequalities, as individuals and communities seek to assert 
their ethnic identity and challenge existing power structures. 

■ Pierre Bourdieu: Ethnicity and Cultural Capital 

■ - Pierre Bourdieu, a prominent sociologist, introduced the concept of cultural 
capital to explain how individuals and groups use cultural resources to gain 
social advantages. Cultural capital refers to the knowledge, skills, and cultural 
competencies that individuals acquire through socialization and education. 
Ethnicity can be a significant source of cultural capital, as it provides 
individuals with access to unique cultural resources and networks. In the 
contemporary world, the growing salience of ethnicity can be attributed to the 
increasing importance of cultural capital in determining social and economic 
success. Ethnic groups can use their cultural capital to gain recognition, 
resources, and political power, contributing to the growing prominence of 
ethnicity in contemporary society. 

The growing salience of ethnicity in the contemporary world can be explained through 
the theories of Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, and Pierre Bourdieu. Ethnicity serves as 
a source of social solidarity, a basis for social stratification, and a form of cultural 
capital, shaping the lives of individuals and communities across the globe. As the 
world continues to experience rapid social change, globalization, and increasing 
cultural diversity, the importance of ethnicity as a social and political force is likely to 
continue to grow. 

 

 

Discuss the changing nature of kinship relations in the contemporary world. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

In the contemporary world, kinship relations have undergone significant 

transformations due to various social, economic, and cultural factors. Kinship, which 
refers to the complex system of social relationships based on blood ties, marriage, and 
adoption, has been a central organizing principle in many societies. However, recent 
sociological research has highlighted the changing nature of kinship relations in 
response to modernization, globalization, and individualization processes. 

Major factors contributing to the changing nature of kinship relations include: 

1. Changing family structures: 

2. The traditional nuclear family, consisting of a married couple and their 
children, has been replaced by a variety of family forms, such as single-parent 
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families, stepfamilies, and same-sex families. This diversification of family 
structures has led to more complex and fluid kinship relations, as individuals 
navigate multiple sets of relatives and affiliations. 

2. Declining fertility rates and aging populations: 

3. In many societies, declining fertility rates and increasing life expectancy have 
resulted in smaller family sizes and a greater proportion of elderly individuals. 
This demographic shift has implications for kinship relations, as fewer children 
are available to maintain family ties and provide support for older relatives. 

3. Migration and transnationalism: 

4. The increasing movement of people across national borders has led to the 

formation of transnational families, in which members are dispersed across 
different countries. This has resulted in new forms of kinship relations, as 
individuals maintain connections with relatives in their country of origin while 
also forming new ties in their host country. 

4. Advances in reproductive technologies: 

5. The development of assisted reproductive technologies, such as in-vitro 
fertilization and surrogacy, has expanded the possibilities for creating families 
and establishing kinship ties. These technologies have challenged traditional 
notions of biological relatedness and raised questions about the social and legal 
recognition of kinship relations. 

5. Individualization and the decline of traditional authority: 

6. The process of individualization, characterized by the increasing importance of 
personal choice and autonomy, has weakened the influence of traditional 
kinship systems in many societies. As individuals prioritize their personal 
preferences and aspirations, they may choose to form kinship ties based on 
emotional bonds and shared interests, rather than simply adhering to 
prescribed roles and obligations. 

These factors have led to a greater diversity and flexibility in kinship relations, as 
individuals navigate the complexities of modern life. However, this does not mean that 
kinship has become irrelevant or obsolete. On the contrary, kinship continues to play 
a crucial role in providing social support, identity, and a sense of belonging for many 
people. 

Sociologists have developed various theoretical perspectives to understand the 
changing nature of kinship relations in the contemporary world. Some scholars 
emphasize the resilience and adaptability of kinship systems, arguing that they 
continue to provide essential functions in the face of social change. Others highlight 
the emergence of new forms of relatedness and belonging, such as “chosen families” 
and “fictive kin,” which challenge traditional notions of kinship based on blood and 
marriage. 

The changing nature of kinship relations in the contemporary world hence reflects 
broader social, economic, and cultural transformations. While traditional kinship 
systems may be under pressure, they continue to evolve and adapt to new 
circumstances, demonstrating the enduring importance of kinship as a central 
organizing principle in human societies. 
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Describe the role of Science and Technology in enabling us to face the challenges 
triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed unprecedented challenges to societies across the 
globe. Science and technology have played a critical role in enabling us to face these 
challenges, and the sociological aspect of this cannot be understated. In this context, 
the sociological aspect refers to the ways in which science and technology have 
influenced social behavior, norms, institutions, and relationships during the 
pandemic. 

1. Facilitating remote work and education 

With lockdowns and social distancing measures in place, technology has 
allowed many people to continue working and studying remotely. This has led 
to a shift in social norms, as people adapt to new ways of interacting and 
collaborating in virtual environments. This has also exposed the digital divide, 
highlighting the need for equitable access to technology and internet 
connectivity for all members of society. 

2. Enhancing communication and information dissemination 

Social media platforms and other digital communication tools have played a 
crucial role in disseminating information about the virus, public health 
guidelines, and vaccination efforts. This has allowed for rapid and widespread 
sharing of knowledge, but has also led to the spread of misinformation and 
conspiracy theories, which can undermine public trust in science and 
institutions. 

3. Fostering global collaboration 

The pandemic has highlighted the importance of international cooperation and 
collaboration in science and technology. Researchers, institutions, and 
governments have come together to share data, resources, and expertise in an 
effort to better understand the virus and develop effective treatments and 
vaccines. This has demonstrated the potential for science and technology to 
bridge cultural and political divides and promote global solidarity in the face of 
a common threat. 

4. Shifting public perceptions of science: 

The pandemic has brought science to the forefront of public discourse, with 
many people closely following the latest research and developments related to 
COVID-19. This increased visibility has the potential to enhance public 
understanding of and appreciation for the scientific process, but it also 
exposes the uncertainties and complexities inherent in scientific research, 
which can be challenging for some to accept. 

5. Impact on mental health and well-being 

The pandemic has led to widespread feelings of anxiety, stress, and isolation, 
and technology has played a dual role in this context. On one hand, digital 
tools have allowed people to stay connected with friends and family, access 
mental health resources, and engage in online support groups. On the other 
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hand, excessive screen time and reliance on technology for social interaction 
can exacerbate feelings of loneliness and disconnection. 

6. Changing social norms and behaviors: 

Science and technology have informed public health guidelines and policies, 
leading to widespread adoption of new social norms and behaviors, such as 
mask-wearing, hand hygiene, and social distancing. These changes have had 
significant impacts on social interactions, relationships, and community 
dynamics, with potential long-term implications for societal values and 
priorities. 

The role of science and technology in enabling us to face the challenges triggered by 
the COVID-19 pandemic has been multifaceted and far-reaching. The sociological 
aspect of this role highlights the ways in which these advancements have shaped 
social behavior, norms, institutions, and relationships during this unprecedented 
time. As we continue to navigate the pandemic and its aftermath, it is essential to 
consider the complex interplay between science, technology, and society in order to 
promote resilience, equity, and well-being for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlight the roles and functions of civil society in a democratic system. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

In a democratic system, civil society plays a crucial role in promoting and sustaining 
democracy by performing various functions. 

1. Representation and articulation of interests 

Civil society organizations (CSOs) provide a platform for diverse groups and 
individuals to express their views, needs, and demands. They represent the 
interests of various sections of society, including marginalized and vulnerable 
groups, and help in articulating their concerns to the government and 
policymakers. 

2. Advocacy and lobbying: 

CSOs engage in advocacy and lobbying to influence government policies, 
legislation, and decision-making processes. They raise awareness about social, 
political, and economic issues and mobilize public opinion to bring about 
positive change. 

3. Monitoring and accountability 

Civil society plays a crucial role in holding the government and public 
institutions accountable for their actions and decisions. They monitor the 
implementation of policies, programs, and projects and expose corruption, 
inefficiency, and abuse of power. 
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4. Civic education and socialization 

CSOs contribute to the development of democratic values, attitudes, and 
behaviors among citizens through civic education and socialization. They 
organize workshops, seminars, and training programs to educate people about 
their rights, responsibilities, and the functioning of democratic institutions. 

5. Conflict resolution and peacebuilding 

Civil society can play a vital role in conflict resolution and peacebuilding by 
facilitating dialogue and negotiation between conflicting parties, promoting 
tolerance and understanding, and addressing the root causes of conflict. 

6. Service provision 

Many CSOs provide essential services in areas such as education, health, and 
social welfare, especially in situations where the government is unable or 
unwilling to do so. They also contribute to the development and 
implementation of innovative and effective solutions to social problems. 

7. Promotion of human rights and social justice 

Civil society organizations work to promote human rights, social justice, and 
the rule of law by advocating for the rights of marginalized and vulnerable 
groups, monitoring human rights abuses, and supporting legal and 
institutional reforms. 

8. Fostering social cohesion and inclusion 

CSOs promote social cohesion and inclusion by bringing together people from 
different backgrounds, cultures, and religions, and fostering a sense of 
belonging and shared identity. They also work to reduce social inequalities and 
promote social integration. 

9. Encouraging civic participation and engagement 

Civil society organizations encourage citizens to participate in the democratic 
process by providing opportunities for them to engage in decision-making 
processes, volunteer in community projects, and join social movements and 
campaigns. 

10. Strengthening democratic institutions 

CSOs contribute to the strengthening of democratic institutions by promoting 
transparency, accountability, and responsiveness in their functioning. They 
also support the development of independent media, judiciary, and other 

institutions that are essential for a healthy democracy. 

Civil society hence plays a multifaceted role in a democratic system by representing 
diverse interests, promoting accountability, fostering civic education, and contributing 
to social cohesion and inclusion. Through these functions, civil society organizations 
help to strengthen democracy and ensure that it remains responsive to the needs and 
aspirations of the people. 
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Caste system studies in India have been dominated by the "book-view" initially, How did 
the entry of "field-view" bring about a balance in the study of Indian caste system? 
Discuss. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

The “book-view” approach to studying the caste system in India primarily relied on 
ancient texts, religious scriptures, and historical documents to understand and 
interpret the caste system. This approach often led to a static, rigid, and hierarchical 
understanding of the caste system, which did not necessarily reflect the actual 
experiences and complexities of the caste system in everyday life. 

The entry of the “field-view” approach brought about a balance in the study of the 
Indian caste system by emphasizing the importance of empirical research, 

ethnographic studies, and sociological analysis. This approach involved researchers 
going out into the field, interacting with people from different castes, and observing 
their social interactions, customs, and practices. 

The field-view approach contributed to a more nuanced understanding of the caste 
system in several ways: 

1. Contextual understanding: The field-view approach highlighted the importance 
of understanding the caste system within specific social, economic, and political 
contexts. This helped researchers to see how the caste system was shaped by 
and responded to various historical and contemporary forces, such as 
colonialism, urbanization, and economic development. 

2. Fluidity and flexibility: Field studies revealed that the caste system was not as 
rigid and fixed as the book-view approach suggested. Instead, it was found that 
caste identities and relationships were often fluid, negotiable, and subject to 
change over time. This challenged the notion of a strictly hierarchical and 
unchanging caste system. 

3. Internal diversity: The field-view approach also highlighted the internal diversity 
and variations within castes, which were often overlooked in the book-view 
approach. Researchers found that there were significant differences in the 
customs, practices, and social status of different sub-castes and caste groups 
within the same region or community. 

4. Agency and resistance: Field studies also brought to light the ways in which 
individuals and communities negotiated, resisted, and subverted the caste 
system. This helped to challenge the idea that the caste system was an all-
encompassing and unchangeable social order, and instead highlighted the role 

of human agency in shaping and contesting the caste system. 

5. Inter-caste relations: The field-view approach also provided insights into the 
complex and dynamic nature of inter-caste relations, including the ways in 
which different castes interacted, cooperated, and competed with each other. 
This helped to move beyond simplistic notions of caste hierarchy and 
untouchability, and instead revealed the multiple dimensions of caste-based 
social interactions. 

The entry of the field-view approach thus brought about a balance in the study of the 
Indian caste system by providing a more nuanced, contextual, and dynamic 

https://crackingias.com/
https://crackingias.com/


        AUGUST 2023  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
IASgoogle.com                  CrackingIASbooks.com            CrackingIAS.com                    27 
      

understanding of the caste system. By emphasizing the importance of empirical 
research and sociological analysis, the field-view approach challenged many of the 
assumptions and stereotypes associated with the book-view approach and contributed 
to a more comprehensive understanding of the complexities of the caste system in 
India. 

 

 

 

 

What does Dr. B. R. Ambedkar mean by the concept of “Annihilation of caste" ?. (UPSC 

CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s concept of “Annihilation of Caste” refers to the complete 
eradication of the caste system in India. Ambedkar, a social reformer, jurist, and the 
chief architect of the Indian Constitution, was a strong advocate for the rights of the 
oppressed and marginalized communities, particularly the Dalits (formerly known as 
“untouchables”). 

In his famous speech and later published essay titled “Annihilation of Caste,” 
Ambedkar criticized the caste system as a social evil that perpetuated inequality, 
discrimination, and social divisions. He argued that the caste system was deeply 
rooted in Hindu religious texts and practices, and that it was essential to break away 
from these traditional beliefs in order to create a more egalitarian society. 

Ambedkar believed that the annihilation of caste could be achieved through various 
means, including: 

1. Inter-caste marriages: Encouraging marriages between people from different 
castes to break down social barriers and promote social integration. 

2. Education and social awareness: Educating people about the evils of the caste 
system and raising awareness about the need for social reform. 

3. Legal and constitutional measures: Implementing laws and policies that 
prohibit caste-based discrimination and promote social justice. 

4. Religious and cultural reforms: Challenging and reforming religious texts, 
practices, and beliefs that perpetuate the caste system. 

By advocating for the annihilation of caste, Ambedkar sought to create a society where 
individuals would be treated with dignity and respect, regardless of their caste, and 
where social and economic opportunities would be available to all. 
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Discuss different forms of kinship system in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, 
Paper 2) 

 

Kinship refers to how individuals are related to one another (by blood, marriage or 
adoption). Kinship networks traditionally would be used to create the family unit by 
giving the individuals a reason as to why they should remain interconnected. 

Types of Kinship 

Kinship can be explained in following two mains types: 

1. Affinal Kinship - Affinal kinship is a bond established as soon as a marriage 
takes place. Here a man and a woman both enter into new relation not only 

with each other but also with other members in their family. 

For examples a person after marriage not only becomes a husband or wife but also 
becomes brother-in-law, son-in-law and sister-in-law, daughter-in-law and all other 
family members will be theirs in-laws. 

2. Consanguineous Kinship - The difference between Consanguineous and Affinal 
kinship is about the blood relation consanguineous kin are related through 
blood whereas Affinal kin are related through marriage. The child other than 
biological relation i.e. through adoption, who is socially recognised as a member 
of a family is also a consanguineous kin. 

For example bond between parents and their siblings. The family that includes son, 
brother, sister, uncle, nephew and cousins are consanguineous kin. 

Further Kinship is also classified on the basis of nearness of distance relatives which 
are described below. 

3. Primary Kins - These kins have very close relation or direct relation between 
each other. There are total eight direct primary kin relations form between 
Father, mother, Husband, wife, son, daughter, brother and sister. 

4. Secondary Kins - Secondary Kins have relation with the primary kins. In other 
word they are not the primary kins but are the primary kin of the primary kin. 
For example Uncle (Father’s brother), he is primary kin of father but father is 
primary kin of his own children. So uncle is the secondary kin to the children. 

5. Tertiary Kins - Here the tertiary kins are the secondary kin of our primary kin 
and the primary kin of our secondary kin. Like the wife of brother-in-law (sala) 
is tertiary kin because brother-in-law is secondary kin and his wife is the 

primary kin of brother-in-law similarly. 

Similarly the brother-in-law of our brother is the tertiary kin because the brother is 
our primary kin and his brother-in-law is the secondary kin of our brother. 
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Critically examine briefly the phrase "Little 'Republics” as used to denote India's villages. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

■ The phrase “Little ‘Republics''” is often used to describe India’s villages, 
suggesting that they are self-contained, autonomous, and self-governing 
entities. This concept has its roots in the writings of Mahatma Gandhi, who 
believed that Indian villages should be the basic unit of governance and that 
they should be self-reliant in terms of their economic, social, and political 
needs. However, a critical examination of this phrase reveals that it may not 
accurately capture the complex realities of rural India from a sociological 
perspective. 

■ Firstly, the idea of villages as “Little ‘Republics''” assumes a level of political 
autonomy that is often not present in reality. While India’s Panchayati Raj 
system does give some decision-making power to village-level institutions, they 
are still largely dependent on higher levels of government for resources, policy 
decisions, and implementation. Moreover, the power dynamics within villages 
are often influenced by caste, class, and gender hierarchies, which can limit the 
extent to which all members of the community can participate in decision-
making processes. 

■ Secondly, the notion of self-reliance in the context of “Little ‘Republics''” is also 
problematic. Many Indian villages are heavily reliant on external sources for 
their economic needs, such as agricultural inputs, credit, and access to 
markets. Additionally, rural areas often face issues like poverty, unemployment, 
and lack of access to basic services, which make it difficult for them to be truly 
self-reliant. The increasing integration of rural India into the global economy 
has further eroded the idea of villages as self-contained economic units. 

■ Thirdly, the social dynamics within Indian villages challenge the idea of them 
being harmonious “Little ‘Republics''”. Caste-based discrimination, gender 
inequality, and social exclusion are prevalent in many rural areas, leading to 
tensions and conflicts within communities. The persistence of these social 
divisions undermines the notion of villages as cohesive and unified entities. 

■ Lastly, the concept of “Little ‘Republics''” tends to romanticize rural life and 
overlook the challenges faced by rural communities. By idealizing villages as 
self-governing and self-reliant entities, this phrase can divert attention from the 
need for structural reforms and targeted interventions to address the myriad 

issues faced by rural India. 

■ While the phrase “Little ‘Republics''” may capture some aspects of India’s 
villages, it oversimplifies the complex social, economic, and political realities of 
rural life. A more nuanced understanding of rural India is necessary to 
effectively address the challenges faced by its communities and to promote 
inclusive and sustainable development. 
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Caste-like formations are present in Non-Hindu religious communities as well. Discuss 
with examples. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

■ Caste-like formations are indeed present in non-Hindu religious communities in 
India. The caste system, which is primarily associated with Hinduism, has 
permeated other religious communities in the country, such as Islam, 
Christianity, and Sikhism. This phenomenon can be understood through the 
theories of Indian sociological thinkers like G.S. Ghurye, M.N. Srinivas, and 
Louis Dumont. 

■ G.S. Ghurye, in his book “Caste and Race in India,” argued that caste is not 
merely a Hindu phenomenon but a social reality that transcends religious 

boundaries. He observed that caste-like formations exist among Muslims, 
Christians, and Sikhs in India. For example, among Indian Muslims, the Ashraf 
(upper caste) and Ajlaf (lower caste) distinctions are based on their ancestry and 
occupation. Similarly, Christian communities in India have caste divisions, 
such as the Syrian Christians in Kerala, who claim to be descendants of 
Brahmins and maintain a higher social status compared to other Christian 
converts. In Sikhism, despite Guru Nanak’s teachings against caste 
discrimination, caste divisions persist among Jat Sikhs, Khatri Sikhs, and Dalit 
Sikhs. 

■ M.N. Srinivas, another prominent Indian sociologist, also acknowledged the 
presence of caste-like formations in non-Hindu communities. In his study of the 
Coorgs in Karnataka, he found that the Coorgs, who are predominantly Hindu, 
and the Kodavas, who are mainly Christian, share similar caste-based social 
structures. Srinivas attributed this to the process of “Sanskritization,” where 
lower castes and non-Hindu communities adopt the customs, rituals, and 
practices of the upper castes to improve their social status. This process leads 
to the assimilation of caste-like structures in non-Hindu communities. 

■ Louis Dumont, in his book “Homo Hierarchicus,” argued that the caste system 
is an inherent part of Indian society and cannot be separated from its religious 
and cultural context. He believed that the caste system is deeply rooted in the 
Indian psyche and has influenced other religious communities as well. For 
instance, the Muslim caste system in India is unique compared to other Islamic 
countries, as it has absorbed the hierarchical structure of the Hindu caste 
system. Similarly, the caste system among Indian Christians is different from 
the Christian communities in other countries, as it has been influenced by the 

Indian social context. 

■ Caste-like formations in non-Hindu religious communities in India can hence 
be understood through the theories of Indian sociological thinkers like G.S. 
Ghurye, M.N. Srinivas, and Louis Dumont. These thinkers have highlighted 
that caste is not just a Hindu phenomenon but a social reality that transcends 
religious boundaries in India. The presence of caste-like structures in Muslim, 
Christian, and Sikh communities can be attributed to the historical, cultural, 
and social context of India, which has shaped the social fabric of these 
communities. 
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What is identity politics? Discuss the main trends in Dalit movements in India. (UPSC 
CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

■ Identity politics is when people of a particular race, ethnicity, gender, or religion 
form alliances and organize politically to defend their group’s interests. The 
feminist movement, the civil rights movement, the Dalit movement and the gay 
liberation movement are all examples of this kind of political organizing. 

■ Dalits are the people who make up the last caste division according to the 
Varnasrama Theory. The main issues around which most of the Dalit 
movements have been centered in the colonial and post colonial periods are 
confined to the problem of untouchability. They launched movements for 

maintaining or increasing reservations in political offices, government jobs and 
welfare programmes. 

■ The ideologies of Dalit movements varied from time to time and leader to leader. 
Ghanshyam Shah classifies the Dalit movements into reformative and 
alternative movements. The former tries to reform the caste system to solve the 
problem of untouchability. The alternative movement attempts to create an 
alternative socio-cultural structure by conversion to some other religion or by 
acquiring education, economic status and political power. Both types of 
movements use political means to attain their objectives. The reformative 
movements are further divided into Bhakti movements, neo-Vedantik 
movements and Sanskritisation movements. 

■ The alternative movements are divided into the conversion movement and the 
religious or secular movement. The latter includes the movement related to 
economic issues. In the context of dalit identity and ideology Shah has 
classified dalit movements into movements within cultural consensus, 
competing ideology and non Hindu identity, Buddhist dalits and counter 
ideology and dalit identity. The first three are based around religious ideologies 
whereas the last is based on class. Patankar and Omvedt classify the dalit 
movement into caste based and class based movements. 

■ In the 1990s with the increased political participation in elections and success 
of Bahujan Samaj Party in Uttar Pradesh some scholars consider their 
mobilization as a new political movement of the dalits. 

■ Assertion for dalit identity has almost become a central issue of dalit 
movement. This involves local level collective action against discrimination and 

atrocities. Statues of Dr Ambedkar are found not only in urban dalit localities 
but also in many villages where their number is fairly large. Dalits contribute to 
installing Ambedkar statues in their neighbourhood. They struggle to get a 
piece of land from local authorities to install the statue. The statues and photos 
of Dr Ambedkar are an expression of dalit consciousness and their assertion for 
identity. 

■ The Dalit movements are dominated by their middle class raising issues related 
to identity and reservations of government jobs and political positions. There is 
widespread local level assertion against the practice of untouchability and 
discrimination. Their struggles have brought dalits on the agenda of 
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mainstream politics. In academic circles the movements have forced a section of 
intellectuals to critically review not only Indian traditions and culture but also 
the paradigms of modernity and Marxism. They have exploded number of myths 
created by Brahminical ideology. The Dalit movements have also successfully 
built up a good deal of pressure on the ruling classes. However several scholars 
and activists feel that dalits have been reduced to a pressure group within the 
mainstream politics. Gail Omvedt observes that the post-Ambedkar Dalit 
movement was ironically only that in the end- a movement of dalits, challenging 
some of the deepest aspects of oppression and exploitation but failing to show 
the way to transformation. Annihilation of caste system requires a 
consideration of the multi-faceted mechanisms through which caste operates. 

 

 

 

 

Is Indian society moving from "Hierarchy" towards "differentiation" ? Illustrate your 
answer with suitable examples. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Sociologically speaking, “hierarchy” refers to a system where people or groups are 
ranked one above the other according to status or authority, whereas “differentiation” 
involves the development or evolution of differences among people or groups, often in 
the context of specialization and diversity. 

In many ways, Indian society is experiencing a shift from hierarchy towards 
differentiation, although this transition is uneven and complex. This shift is influenced 
by a variety of factors such as economic development, urbanization, globalization, and 
changes in legal and societal attitudes. 

1. Economic Development and Urbanization: With the growth of the Indian 
economy, new job opportunities in industries such as IT, telecommunications, 
and services have emerged. These sectors often value skills and qualifications 
over traditional social hierarchies, enabling individuals from lower castes or 
economically disadvantaged backgrounds to achieve upward mobility. For 
example, the success stories of individuals from lower castes making it big in 
the startup ecosystem challenge traditional hierarchies. 

2. Education: Increased access to education, particularly higher education, also 

contributes to social differentiation. Education offers a platform for social 
mobility and can help break down hierarchical barriers. The implementation of 
affirmative action policies in educational institutions also promotes diversity 
and differentiation. 

3. Globalization: Globalization has exposed Indian society to diverse cultures and 
perspectives, encouraging a shift towards differentiation. For instance, 
multinational corporations in India often adopt global standards of equality and 
diversity in their hiring and workplace practices, thereby challenging traditional 
hierarchies. 
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4. Legal and Social Changes: Laws and reforms, such as those aimed at banning 
untouchability and caste-based discrimination, promote social equality and 
differentiation. The rise of caste-based political parties and movements also 
reflects a shift towards differentiation, as they provide platforms for different 
social groups to voice their concerns and assert their rights. 

However, it’s important to note that while these trends indicate a move towards 
differentiation, the hierarchical caste system remains deeply ingrained in many 
aspects of Indian society. For example, in marriage, which is a significant social 
institution in India, caste considerations often still play a crucial role. Caste-based 
discrimination and inequalities persist in many rural areas and among certain social 
groups. 

While there are clear signs of a shift from hierarchy to differentiation in Indian society, 
the transition is ongoing and complex, reflecting the intricacies of India’s socio-
cultural landscape. It’s a process of change that sociologists continue to study and 
understand. 

 

 

 

 

Discuss the salient features of 'new middle class' in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - 
Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

The ‘new middle class’ in India refers to the socio-economic group that emerged in the 
post-liberalization era of the 1990s, characterized by rapid economic growth, 
globalization, and the rise of the service sector. This group has experienced significant 
upward social mobility and has become an influential force in shaping the social, 
cultural, and political landscape of India. The salient features of the new middle class 
in India can be discussed under the following headings: 

1. Economic Transformation: The new middle class emerged as a result of the 
economic liberalization policies introduced in the 1990s, which led to the 
growth of the private sector and the service industry. This group primarily 
comprises of professionals, entrepreneurs, and employees in the service sector, 
such as IT, finance, and telecommunications. They have experienced a 
significant increase in their income levels and have access to better job 

opportunities, leading to an improvement in their overall standard of living. 

2. Consumerism: The new middle class is characterized by a high degree of 
consumerism, driven by increased disposable income and exposure to global 
brands and products. They are more likely to spend on luxury items, branded 
goods, and leisure activities, which were previously considered unaffordable or 
inaccessible. This has led to the growth of consumer markets in India and has 
also influenced the advertising and media industries. 

3. Education and Skills: The new middle class places a high premium on 
education and skill development, as these are seen as essential tools for social 
mobility and success in the competitive job market. They invest heavily in their 
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children’s education, often opting for private schools and coaching classes, and 
encourage them to pursue higher education and professional degrees. This 
emphasis on education has led to the growth of the private education sector in 
India. 

4. Urbanization: The new middle class is predominantly urban and is 
concentrated in metropolitan cities and emerging urban centers. They have 
contributed to the growth of gated communities, shopping malls, and 
multiplexes, which cater to their lifestyle preferences and aspirations. This has 
also led to the spatial segregation of the urban landscape, with the new middle 
class residing in well-planned, upscale neighborhoods. 

5. Social Identity: The new middle class in India is characterized by a complex and 

fluid social identity, which is shaped by factors such as caste, religion, region, 
and language. While they may retain some traditional values and practices, 
they are also open to embracing modernity and experimenting with new ideas 
and lifestyles. This has led to the emergence of a hybrid culture, which 
combines elements of both tradition and modernity. 

6. Political Influence: The new middle class has become an influential force in 
Indian politics, as they are seen as a crucial vote bank by political parties. They 
are more likely to be politically aware and engaged, and their concerns and 
aspirations often shape political agendas and policy decisions. The rise of the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in Delhi and the support for Narendra Modi-led BJP in 
the 2014 general elections can be attributed, in part, to the aspirations of the 
new middle class. 

7. Social Activism: The new middle class is also characterized by a heightened 
sense of social responsibility and activism. They are more likely to participate in 
social movements and campaigns, such as the anti-corruption movement led by 
Anna Hazare and the protests against the Delhi gang-rape case in 2012. This 
activism is often driven by a desire for social change and a more just and 
equitable society. 

The new middle class in India is hence a dynamic and influential socio-economic 
group, which has emerged as a result of the economic liberalization policies and the 
growth of the service sector. They are characterized by their economic prosperity, 
consumerism, emphasis on education, urban lifestyle, fluid social identity and 
political influence. 
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Discuss in detail the major contribution of Prof. Yogendra Singh in theorizing India's 
modernization. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Prof. Yogendra Singh is a renowned Indian sociologist who has made significant 
contributions to the understanding and theorization of India’s modernization. Born in 
1932, he has held various prestigious positions, including being the founder and 
director of the Centre for the Study of Social Systems at Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi. Prof. Singh has authored several books and articles on Indian society, 
culture, and modernization, with his most notable work being “Modernization of 
Indian Tradition” (1973). 

The major contribution of Prof. Yogendra Singh in theorizing India’s modernization can 

be discussed under the following themes: 

1. Conceptualizing modernization in the Indian context: Prof. Singh was one of the 
first sociologists to systematically analyze the process of modernization in India. 
He argued that modernization is a multidimensional process that involves 
changes in various aspects of society, including social structure, culture, and 
personality. He emphasized that modernization in India is not just about 
adopting Western values and institutions, but also about the reinterpretation 
and transformation of traditional Indian values and institutions. 

2. Role of tradition in India’s modernization: Prof. Singh highlighted the 
importance of tradition in shaping India’s modernization process. He argued 
that the modernization of Indian society is not a mere replication of Western 
modernity, but rather a unique blend of traditional and modern elements. He 
identified three main traditional structures in Indian society – the Hindu 
tradition, the Islamic tradition, and the tribal tradition – and analyzed how 
these traditions have interacted with modernizing forces to shape the 
contemporary Indian society. 

3. Structural and cultural dimensions of modernization: Prof. Singh emphasized 
the need to study both the structural and cultural dimensions of modernization 
in India. He argued that while structural changes (such as urbanization, 
industrialization, and political democratization) are important, they are not 
sufficient to understand the process of modernization in India. Cultural 
changes (such as changes in values, beliefs, and norms) are equally important, 
as they shape people’s responses to structural changes and determine the 
nature and direction of modernization. 

4. Indigenization of modernity: Prof. Singh’s work on India’s modernization 
highlights the importance of the indigenization of modernity. He argued that the 
process of modernization in India involves the selective adoption and adaptation 
of Western values and institutions, as well as the reinterpretation and 
transformation of traditional Indian values and institutions. This indigenization 
of modernity ensures that the process of modernization in India remains rooted 
in the country’s unique historical and cultural context. 

5. Critique of the Western model of modernization: Prof. Singh’s work on India’s 
modernization also serves as a critique of the Western model of modernization, 
which assumes that modernization is a linear and universal process that leads 
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to the convergence of societies towards a common Western model. He argued 
that the experience of modernization in India challenges this assumption, as it 
demonstrates that modernization can take different forms and trajectories in 
different societies, depending on their unique historical and cultural contexts. 

Prof. Yogendra Singh’s work on India’s modernization has made significant 
contributions to the understanding of the complex and multifaceted process of 
modernization in India. His emphasis on the role of tradition, the importance of both 
structural and cultural changes, the indigenization of modernity, and the critique of 
the Western model of modernization has enriched the sociological literature on 
modernization and provided valuable insights into the unique nature of India’s 
modernization process. 

 

 

 

 

 

Examine the factors responsible for the rural unrest in contemporary India. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Rural unrest in contemporary India can be attributed to various interrelated factors, 
which can be broadly categorized into social, economic, political, and environmental 
factors. A sociological analysis of these factors helps in understanding the underlying 
reasons for the discontent and dissatisfaction among the rural population in India. 

Social Factors: 

■ Caste System: The caste system in India has been a major source of social 
inequality and discrimination, particularly in rural areas. The lower castes often 
face social exclusion, limited access to resources, and opportunities for upward 
social mobility, leading to frustration and unrest. 

■ Gender Inequality: Rural India is characterized by deeply entrenched gender 
inequalities, with women facing discrimination in various aspects of life, such 
as education, employment, and decision-making. This results in a lack of 
opportunities for women and perpetuates a cycle of poverty and discontent. 

■ Lack of Education and Awareness: Rural areas in India suffer from a lack of 
quality education and awareness about their rights and entitlements. This 
hampers their ability to demand better living conditions and services from the 
government, leading to a sense of helplessness and frustration. 

Economic Factors: 

■ Poverty and Unemployment: Rural India is marked by widespread poverty and 
unemployment, with a majority of the population dependent on agriculture for 
their livelihoods. The lack of non-farm employment opportunities and the 
failure of agriculture to provide sustainable incomes contribute to the economic 
distress in rural areas. 

https://crackingias.com/
https://crackingias.com/


        AUGUST 2023  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
IASgoogle.com                  CrackingIASbooks.com            CrackingIAS.com                    37 
      

■ Landlessness and Land Fragmentation: Landlessness is a major issue in rural 
India, with many households not owning any land or having access to very 
small and fragmented landholdings. This makes it difficult for them to earn a 
sustainable income and leads to economic insecurity. 

■ Indebtedness: Rural households often rely on informal sources of credit, such 
as moneylenders, at exorbitant interest rates. This leads to a cycle of 
indebtedness, which further exacerbates their economic vulnerability and can 
lead to social unrest. 

Political Factors: 

■ Corruption and Inefficient Governance: Rural India often suffers from 
corruption and inefficient governance, with funds meant for development 
schemes being siphoned off or not reaching the intended beneficiaries. This 
leads to a lack of trust in the government and a sense of disillusionment among 
the rural population. 

■ Lack of Political Representation: The rural population in India often lacks 
adequate political representation, with their interests not being prioritized by 
policymakers. This results in policies that do not address the specific needs and 
concerns of the rural population, leading to dissatisfaction and unrest. 

Environmental Factors: 

■ Climate Change and Natural Disasters: Rural India is highly vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change and natural disasters, such as floods, droughts, and 
cyclones. These events can lead to crop failures, loss of livelihoods, and 
displacement, further aggravating the existing distress in rural areas. 

■ Resource Depletion and Environmental Degradation: Rural areas in India are 
witnessing rapid depletion of natural resources, such as water, forests, and soil 
fertility, due to unsustainable agricultural practices and overexploitation. This 
has led to environmental degradation, which in turn affects the livelihoods and 
well-being of the rural population. 

Rural unrest in contemporary India is a complex and multifaceted issue, resulting 
from a combination of social, economic, political, and environmental factors. 
Addressing these factors through inclusive and sustainable development policies, 
improved governance, and greater political representation can help alleviate the 
discontent and unrest in rural India. 
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Discuss the changing dimensions of family structure in urban India. (UPSC CSE Mains 
2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

The family structure in urban India has undergone significant changes in recent 
times. The traditional joint family system, which was once the backbone of Indian 
society, has given way to nuclear families, single-parent families, and live-in 
relationships. This shift in family structure can be attributed to various factors such 
as urbanization, industrialization, education, and changing cultural norms. In this 
context, it is essential to understand the sociological implications of these changes on 
the Indian society. 

1. Urbanization and Industrialization: The rapid urbanization and 
industrialization in India have led to a shift in the occupational structure. 
People are moving away from agriculture and traditional occupations to work in 
industries, service sectors, and corporate jobs. This has resulted in the 
migration of people from rural areas to cities in search of better job 
opportunities and a higher standard of living. Consequently, the joint family 
system, which was primarily based on the agrarian economy, has disintegrated, 
giving rise to nuclear families in urban areas. 

2. Education and Employment: Education has played a significant role in 
changing the family structure in urban India. With more people getting 
educated, the importance of individualism and personal aspirations has 
increased. This has led to a decline in the dependency on the family for 
financial and emotional support. Moreover, the rise in the number of working 
women has empowered them to make decisions regarding their careers and 
family life. This has contributed to the increase in nuclear families, single-
parent families, and live-in relationships. 

3. Changing Cultural Norms: The exposure to global culture and values through 
media, the internet, and social interactions has influenced the family structure 
in urban India. The traditional values of collectivism, hierarchy, and patriarchy 
are being replaced by individualism, equality, and personal freedom. This has 
led to a change in the expectations and roles of family members, especially in 
terms of gender roles and decision-making authority. 

4. Late Marriages and Declining Fertility Rates: The trend of late marriages and 
declining fertility rates in urban India has also contributed to the changing 
family structure. With more people focusing on their careers and personal 

growth, the age of marriage has increased, leading to a decline in the number of 
children per family. This has further reinforced the nuclear family system. 

5. Legal Reforms: Legal reforms in India, such as the Hindu Succession 
(Amendment) Act, 2005, and the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence 
Act, 2005, have provided women with more rights and protection in matters 
related to property and domestic violence. This has empowered women to 
challenge the traditional family structure and assert their individuality. 

The changing dimensions of family structure in urban India have both positive and 
negative implications. On the one hand, the nuclear family system has led to greater 
autonomy, privacy, and individual freedom for family members. On the other hand, it 
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has also resulted in the weakening of family bonds, increased stress, and a lack of 
social and emotional support. The challenge for urban Indian society lies in striking a 
balance between preserving the positive aspects of traditional family values while 
adapting to the changing social and cultural dynamics. 

 

 

 

 

What are the sociological reasons and implication of “reverse migration. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Reverse migration, especially as seen during the COVID-19 pandemic, refers to the 
movement of people from urban centers back to their rural homes. This phenomenon 
has been observed worldwide, but it was particularly dramatic in India, where millions 
of urban migrant workers returned to their home villages as a result of the pandemic. 

The sociological reasons for this reverse migration include: 

1. Loss of Livelihood : With nationwide lockdowns implemented to curb the spread 
of the virus, many businesses, particularly in the informal sector, had to shut 
down. This led to widespread job losses, primarily affecting migrant workers in 
cities. Left without a source of income, these workers had little choice but to 
return to their home villages. 

2. Lack of Social Security: Many migrant workers in India don’t have access to 
social security benefits like unemployment insurance, health coverage, or 
housing support. This lack of a safety net made it difficult for them to survive in 
the cities during the pandemic. 

3. Fear and Uncertainty: The fear of the unknown, particularly concerning health 
and the ability to meet basic needs, also contributed to this reverse migration. 
In many cases, migrants felt safer returning to their home villages, where they 
had a social support network and potentially better access to food and shelter. 

4. Inadequate Living Conditions: The living conditions of many migrant workers in 
urban areas are often overcrowded and lack basic amenities. Such conditions 
are not conducive to social distancing or self-isolation, increasing the risk of 
contracting the virus. 

5. Emotional Connect and Cultural Factors: For many migrants, the home village 
represents a safe haven with a strong emotional connect. In times of crisis, the 
desire to be close to family and in familiar surroundings is intensified. 

The implications of reverse migration are multifaceted: 

1. Economic Impact: The sudden outflux of workers has disrupted the economies 
of urban centers. Industries such as construction, manufacturing, and services, 
which rely heavily on migrant labor, were particularly hard-hit. 

2. Rural Pressure: The return of millions of migrants to rural areas has put 
additional pressure on these regions’ infrastructure and resources. These areas 
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often lack the health facilities to deal with a health crisis, and an increased 
population only exacerbates this issue. 

3. Spread of Virus: While the intention of the lockdown was to limit the spread of 
the virus, the mass movement of people from cities to villages potentially 
facilitated its spread across regions. 

4. Social Impact: The pandemic and the resulting migration have brought the 
plight of migrant workers into the spotlight, highlighting issues like income 
inequality, poor living conditions, and lack of social security. 

5. Policy Challenges: The reverse migration has posed significant policy 
challenges. It has underscored the need for comprehensive social security 
measures that cover all workers, regardless of where they live and work. 
Additionally, it has raised questions about how to manage large-scale internal 
migration, both in crisis and normal times. 

6. Potential Opportunities: Some see potential in this reverse migration, with the 
possibility of harnessing returning workers’ skills to improve rural economies. It 
could potentially lead to a more balanced regional development if managed 
correctly. 

Reverse migration during the pandemic has brought forth significant sociological and 
economic challenges and opportunities. It has highlighted the urgency for inclusive 
social protection systems, better management of internal migration, and the need for 
development policies that balance rural and urban growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss the main features of the debate between G. S. Ghurye and V. Elwin on tribal 
development. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

The debate between G. S. Ghurye and V. Elwin on tribal development in India is a 
significant one in the field of Indian sociology and anthropology. It revolves around the 
issues of integration, assimilation, and preservation of tribal culture in the context of 
Indian society. The main features of this debate can be summarized as follows: 

1. Ghurye’s Assimilationist Approach: G. S. Ghurye, a renowned Indian sociologist, 
believed in the assimilation of tribal communities into the mainstream Indian 
society. He argued that tribal communities should be integrated into the larger 
society to ensure their development and progress. Ghurye believed that the 
tribal communities were backward due to their isolation and lack of exposure to 
the modern world. He advocated for the assimilation of tribal culture into the 
mainstream culture, which would lead to the development of tribal 
communities. 
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2. Elwin’s Integrationist Approach: V. Elwin, a British anthropologist who spent a 
significant part of his life in India, had a different perspective on tribal 
development. He believed in the integration of tribal communities into the 
mainstream society while preserving their distinct cultural identity. Elwin 
argued that tribal culture was an essential part of India’s cultural diversity, and 
it should be protected and preserved. He emphasized the need for a balanced 
approach to tribal development, which would involve providing education, 
healthcare, and other facilities to the tribal communities without imposing the 
mainstream culture on them. 

3. Cultural Preservation vs. Assimilation: The debate between Ghurye and Elwin 
essentially revolves around the issue of cultural preservation versus 

assimilation. While Ghurye believed that the tribal culture should be 
assimilated into the mainstream culture for the development of tribal 
communities, Elwin argued that tribal culture should be preserved and 
protected as a part of India’s cultural diversity. 

4. Role of the State: The debate also highlights the role of the state in tribal 
development. Ghurye believed that the state should play an active role in 
assimilating tribal communities into the mainstream society, while Elwin 
argued that the state should focus on providing basic facilities and 
infrastructure to the tribal communities without imposing the mainstream 
culture on them. 

5. Relevance of the Debate: The debate between Ghurye and Elwin is relevant even 
today, as the issues of tribal development and cultural preservation continue to 
be significant in India. The Indian government has adopted various policies and 
programs for the development of tribal communities, which often reflect the 
ideas of both Ghurye and Elwin. The debate between the two scholars 
highlights the need for a balanced approach to tribal development, which 
involves providing basic facilities and infrastructure to the tribal communities 
while preserving their distinct cultural identity. 

The debate between G. S. Ghurye and V. Elwin on tribal development in India revolves 
around the issues of integration, assimilation, and preservation of tribal culture. While 
Ghurye advocated for the assimilation of tribal communities into the mainstream 
society, Elwin believed in preserving their distinct cultural identity. The debate 
highlights the need for a balanced approach to tribal development, which involves 
providing basic facilities and infrastructure to the tribal communities while preserving 
their cultural identity. 
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What are the various forms of untouchability in India ? Critically examine. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Untouchability in India is a complex social issue that has its roots in the caste system, 
which has been prevalent in the country for centuries. The caste system is a 
hierarchical social order that divides people into different groups or castes based on 
their birth, occupation, and social status. Untouchability refers to the social practice 
of ostracizing a particular group of people, who are considered to be at the lowest rung 
of the caste hierarchy, and are deemed “untouchable” by the higher castes. There are 
several forms of untouchability in India, which can be broadly categorized as follows: 

1. Occupational untouchability: This form of untouchability is based on the 
traditional occupations of the lower castes, which are considered to be impure 
or polluting. These occupations include manual scavenging, cleaning sewers, 
disposing of dead animals, and leatherwork. People engaged in these 
occupations are often treated as untouchables and face discrimination and 
exclusion from the rest of society. 

2. Social untouchability: This form of untouchability is based on the social status 
of the lower castes, who are considered to be inferior and are subjected to 
various forms of discrimination. They are often denied access to public spaces, 
such as temples, schools, and water sources, and are forced to live in 
segregated areas. They are also subjected to various forms of social exclusion, 
such as not being allowed to participate in community events, marriages, and 
other social gatherings. 

3. Economic untouchability: This form of untouchability is related to the economic 
exploitation of the lower castes by the higher castes. They are often forced to 
work in low-paying, menial jobs and are denied access to better employment 
opportunities. They are also subjected to various forms of economic 
discrimination, such as being charged higher prices for goods and services, and 
being denied access to credit and other financial services. 

4. Educational untouchability: This form of untouchability is related to the denial 
of educational opportunities to the lower castes. They are often denied 
admission to schools and colleges, and face discrimination and harassment 
from teachers and fellow students. This leads to high dropout rates and low 
levels of literacy and educational attainment among the lower castes. 

5. Political untouchability: This form of untouchability is related to the exclusion of 

the lower castes from the political process. They are often denied the right to 
vote, and face discrimination and violence during elections. They are also 
underrepresented in political institutions and decision-making bodies, which 
further marginalizes them and perpetuates their social and economic exclusion. 

6. Religious untouchability: This form of untouchability is related to the religious 
beliefs and practices that perpetuate the caste system and untouchability. The 
lower castes are often considered to be impure and are denied access to 
religious institutions and rituals. They are also subjected to various forms of 
religious discrimination, such as being denied entry to temples and other places 
of worship, and being excluded from religious ceremonies and festivals. 
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Despite the legal abolition of untouchability in India through the Constitution and 
various laws, these different forms of untouchability continue to persist in various 
parts of the country. The persistence of untouchability is a major obstacle to social 
and economic development, and efforts to address this issue require a multi-pronged 
approach that includes legal, social, and economic interventions. 

 

 

 

 

Analyze the idea of developmental planning in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, 

Paper 2) 

 

Developmental planning in India refers to the process of formulating and 
implementing economic and social policies aimed at promoting economic growth, 
reducing poverty, and improving the living standards of the population. It involves the 
systematic use of national resources, both human and material, to achieve specific 
objectives within a specified period. Developmental planning in India has its roots in 
the post-independence era when the government adopted a planned approach to 
economic development to address the challenges of poverty, unemployment, and social 
inequality. 

From a sociological perspective, developmental planning in India can be analyzed in 
the context of the following aspects: 

1. Historical context: The idea of developmental planning in India emerged in the 
backdrop of the colonial experience, which left the country with a stagnant 
economy, widespread poverty, and underdeveloped infrastructure. The newly 
independent nation needed a comprehensive plan to address these issues and 
to chart a path towards self-reliance and modernization. The establishment of 
the Planning Commission in 1950 marked the beginning of the era of planned 
development in India, with the First Five-Year Plan launched in 1951. 

2. Role of the state: In the initial years of developmental planning, the Indian state 
played a dominant role in steering the economy and shaping the social 
structure. The state adopted a mixed economy model, with the public sector 
leading the way in key industries and infrastructure development, while the 
private sector was encouraged to grow within the framework of state 

regulations. The state also played a crucial role in promoting social welfare 
through various policies and programs aimed at poverty alleviation, education, 
health, and rural development. 

3. Social justice and equity: One of the primary objectives of developmental 
planning in India has been to promote social justice and equity. This involves 
addressing the deeply entrenched social hierarchies and inequalities that exist 
in Indian society, particularly those based on caste, class, and gender. 
Developmental planning has sought to create opportunities for the marginalized 
sections of society through affirmative action policies, such as reservations in 
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education and employment, and targeted welfare schemes for the upliftment of 
the poor and disadvantaged. 

4. Regional disparities: Developmental planning in India has also grappled with 
the challenge of regional disparities in terms of economic growth and social 
indicators. The uneven distribution of resources, infrastructure, and investment 
has led to significant differences in the levels of development across various 
states and regions in the country. Developmental planning has attempted to 
address these disparities through special packages and schemes for the 
backward regions, as well as by promoting balanced regional development. 

5. Sustainable development: In recent years, the focus of developmental planning 
in India has shifted towards sustainable development, which emphasizes the 

need to balance economic growth with environmental protection and social 
equity. This has led to the incorporation of environmental concerns and social 
inclusion in the planning process, as well as the adoption of a more 
participatory approach involving local communities and stakeholders in 
decision-making. 

6. Globalization and liberalization: The process of economic liberalization and 
globalization, which began in the early 1990s, has had a significant impact on 
developmental planning in India. The opening up of the economy to foreign 
investment and competition has led to a reorientation of the planning process, 
with a greater emphasis on market-driven growth and private sector 
participation. This has also raised concerns about the potential erosion of the 
state’s role in promoting social welfare and addressing inequalities. 

Developmental planning in India has thus evolved over the years in response to the 
changing economic, social, and political context. While it has achieved significant 
progress in terms of economic growth and poverty reduction, the challenges of social 
inequality, regional disparities, and sustainable development remain critical concerns. 
The future of developmental planning in India will depend on its ability to adapt to 
these challenges and to strike a balance between economic growth, social equity, and 
environmental sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

Urban slums are sites of social exclusion - explain. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, 
Paper 2) 

 

Urban slums in India are a manifestation of social exclusion, which refers to the 
process through which certain groups or individuals are systematically marginalized 
and denied access to resources, opportunities, and rights that are available to the rest 
of society. Social exclusion is a multidimensional phenomenon that encompasses 
economic, social, cultural, and political aspects. In the context of India, urban slums 
are a clear example of social exclusion, as they are characterized by poverty, 
inadequate housing, lack of access to basic services, and social stigma. 
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1. Economic Exclusion: Slum dwellers in India are predominantly from the lower 
socio-economic strata, often working in the informal sector with low and 
unstable incomes. They face limited access to formal credit and financial 
services, which further exacerbates their economic vulnerability. The lack of 
secure tenure and property rights also hinders their ability to invest in 
improving their living conditions or to use their property as collateral for loans. 

2. Social Exclusion: Slums in India are often characterized by social segregation, 
with residents belonging to specific caste, religious, or ethnic groups. This 
segregation further reinforces social exclusion, as it limits the opportunities for 
social interaction and integration with the wider society. Moreover, slum 
dwellers often face discrimination and stigmatization due to their place of 

residence, which can lead to feelings of isolation and marginalization. 

3. Cultural Exclusion: Slum dwellers in India often face cultural exclusion, as they 
are seen as inferior or deviant by the mainstream society. This perception is 
reinforced by the media, which often portrays slums as breeding grounds for 
crime, violence, and other social ills. This negative portrayal further perpetuates 
stereotypes and prejudices against slum dwellers, undermining their dignity 
and self-esteem. 

4. Political Exclusion: Slum dwellers in India are often excluded from political 
processes and decision-making, as they lack formal representation and are not 
considered legitimate stakeholders in urban governance. This political exclusion 
results in the neglect of their needs and interests, as well as the violation of 
their rights to adequate housing, basic services, and a healthy living 
environment. 

5. Lack of Access to Basic Services: Urban slums in India are characterized by a 
lack of access to basic services such as clean water, sanitation, healthcare, and 
education. This lack of access not only affects the quality of life of slum dwellers 
but also perpetuates their social exclusion, as it limits their opportunities for 
social and economic mobility. 

Urban slums in India are hence the sites of social exclusion, as they are characterized 
by multiple and intersecting forms of marginalization and deprivation. Addressing the 
issue of social exclusion in urban slums requires a comprehensive and inclusive 
approach that goes beyond physical upgrading and focuses on promoting social 
integration, economic empowerment, and political participation of slum dwellers. This 
would entail addressing the structural factors that contribute to social exclusion, such 
as discrimination, inequality, and lack of access to resources and opportunities. 
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Does regionalism essentially lead to decentralization of power? Substantiate your 
answer with relevant examples. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Regionalism, in the context of India, refers to the assertion of distinct cultural, 
linguistic, and socio-political identities by various regions within the country. It can 
lead to the decentralization of power, as it often demands greater autonomy and 
decision-making authority for the regions. Decentralization of power refers to the 
transfer of authority and responsibility from the central government to regional or 
local governments. 

There are several examples in India that substantiate the claim that regionalism can 
lead to the decentralization of power: 

1. Formation of linguistic states: The reorganization of Indian states on linguistic 
lines in the 1950s and 1960s was a direct result of regionalism. The demand for 
linguistic states was based on the idea that people who speak the same 
language should be governed under a single administrative unit. This led to the 
decentralization of power, as the central government transferred authority to 
the newly formed states. 

2. Autonomy for Jammu and Kashmir: The special status granted to Jammu and 
Kashmir under Article 370 of the Indian Constitution was a result of 
regionalism. The state was given significant autonomy to make decisions on 
matters other than defense, foreign affairs, and communication. This was an 
example of decentralization of power, as the central government devolved 
certain powers to the state government. 

3. Demand for separate states: The demands for separate states like Telangana, 
Gorkhaland, and Bodoland are examples of regionalism leading to the 
decentralization of power. The creation of Telangana in 2014, for instance, was 
a result of the demand for a separate state by the people of the region, who felt 
marginalized and neglected by the government of the erstwhile state of Andhra 
Pradesh. The formation of the new state led to the decentralization of power, as 
the central government devolved authority to the state government. 

4. Regional political parties: The rise of regional political parties in India, such as 
the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, the Trinamool Congress in West Bengal, and the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) in Tamil Nadu, has led to the 
decentralization of power. These parties often advocate for greater autonomy for 
their respective states and have been successful in forming state governments. 

This has resulted in the decentralization of power, as the central government 
has to share authority with the state governments. 

5. Panchayati Raj Institutions: The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments in 
1992 led to the establishment of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs) in India. These institutions were created to decentralize 
power and give greater decision-making authority to local governments. This 
was a response to the growing regionalism in the country, as people demanded 
greater control over local issues. 

Regionalism in India has hence led to the decentralization of power in various ways. 
The formation of linguistic states, granting autonomy to certain regions, the rise of 
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regional political parties, and the establishment of local governance institutions are all 
examples of how regionalism has contributed to the decentralization of power in India. 
However, it is essential to strike a balance between regional autonomy and national 
unity to ensure the overall development and stability of the country. 

 

 

 

 

Discuss the role of technology in agrarian change in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - 
Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Technology has played a significant role in agrarian change in India, transforming the 
agricultural landscape and impacting the lives of millions of farmers. The introduction 
of new technologies has led to increased productivity, improved crop varieties, and 
better resource management. However, it has also brought about social, economic, 
and environmental challenges that need to be addressed. 

1. Green Revolution: The Green Revolution in the 1960s and 1970s was a turning 
point in Indian agriculture. It involved the introduction of high-yielding varieties 
of seeds, chemical fertilizers, and pesticides, along with modern irrigation 
techniques. This led to a significant increase in food production, making India 
self-sufficient in food grains. However, the Green Revolution also had negative 
consequences, such as soil degradation, groundwater depletion, and increased 
income inequality among farmers. 

2. Mechanization: The use of modern machinery, such as tractors, harvesters, and 
threshers, has increased efficiency and reduced the dependence on manual 
labor in Indian agriculture. Mechanization has also helped in reducing drudgery 
and increasing the area under cultivation. However, it has also led to the 
displacement of small and marginal farmers who cannot afford these 
technologies, leading to increased rural unemployment and migration to urban 
areas. 

3. Irrigation: Technological advancements in irrigation, such as drip irrigation and 
sprinkler systems, have helped in the efficient use of water resources and 
increased agricultural productivity. However, the over-exploitation of 
groundwater resources has led to a decline in water tables, posing a threat to 

the sustainability of agriculture in many regions of India. 

4. Biotechnology: The introduction of genetically modified (GM) crops has the 
potential to increase crop yields, improve resistance to pests and diseases, and 
enhance nutritional content. However, the adoption of GM crops in India has 
been a subject of debate, with concerns about their impact on biodiversity, 
human health, and the livelihoods of small farmers who may not be able to 
afford the expensive seeds and associated inputs. 

5. Information and Communication Technology (ICT): ICT has played a crucial role 
in disseminating information on weather, market prices, and government 
schemes to farmers, enabling them to make informed decisions. Mobile phones, 
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internet, and satellite-based technologies have also facilitated precision 
farming, which helps in optimizing the use of resources and reducing the 
environmental impact of agriculture. 

6. Market linkages: Technology has helped in connecting farmers to markets, both 
domestic and international, through online platforms and e-commerce. This has 
enabled farmers to access better prices for their produce and reduce their 
dependence on middlemen. 

Despite the numerous benefits of technology in Indian agriculture, its adoption has 
been uneven, with large farmers benefiting more than small and marginal farmers. 
This has led to widening income disparities and social tensions in rural areas. 
Moreover, the overemphasis on technology-driven agricultural growth has often 

ignored the importance of traditional knowledge and sustainable farming practices. 

Technology has thus played a significant role in shaping agrarian change in India, 
contributing to increased productivity and food security. However, it has also raised 
concerns about environmental sustainability, social equity, and the preservation of 
traditional knowledge. To ensure that the benefits of technology are shared equitably, 
there is a need for inclusive policies that promote access to affordable technologies, 
capacity building, and the integration of traditional knowledge with modern scientific 
advancements. 

 

 

 

 

Explain the sociological significance of the New Education Policy and its thrust on 
vocationalization and skill development. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

The New Education Policy (NEP) in India, introduced in 2020, represents a significant 
shift in the country’s educational paradigm, emphasizing vocationalization and skill 
development. The sociological implications of these changes are profound and 
interconnected, influencing the very fabric of Indian society. 

1. Social Stratification and Mobility : In a society marked by deep social and 
economic disparities, the thrust on vocationalization and skill development can 
potentially enhance social mobility. It can provide opportunities for lower socio-
economic groups to acquire skills that are marketable and sought after in the 

labor market, increasing their chances of upward mobility. This is particularly 
significant in the Indian context, where caste-based and class-based disparities 
are pronounced. 

2. The Changing Nature of Work and Society: As India transitions towards a 
more knowledge-based economy, the importance of technical skills and 
vocational training has increased. This is a reflection of the changing nature of 
work in the global economy, where skills like problem-solving, critical thinking, 
and technical expertise are increasingly valued. By focusing on 
vocationalization and skill development, the NEP is preparing Indian society for 
these changes. 
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3. Gender Dynamics: The NEP, with its emphasis on accessibility and inclusivity, 
can potentially affect gender dynamics within Indian society. Vocational 
education can provide women, especially in rural areas, with practical skills 
leading to economic independence. This could challenge traditional gender 
roles, promote female empowerment, and contribute to a more gender-balanced 
society. 

4. Educational Disparities and Regional Development*: The focus on 
vocational training and skills can help reduce educational disparities across 
different regions in India. By providing vocational education, students in rural 
and underdeveloped areas can gain access to quality education, leading to 
regional development and reducing urban-rural disparities. 

5. Cultural Shifts: The introduction of vocational and skill-based education 
might also lead to a cultural shift in attitudes towards education. Traditionally, 
academic and theoretical education was often privileged over vocational 
education in India. However, with the increased emphasis on vocational 
education, there may be a shift towards valuing practical and applied 
knowledge, which could transform societal attitudes towards work and 
education. 

6. Addressing Unemployment and Underemployment: The NEP’s focus on 
vocationalization and skill development could potentially address problems of 
unemployment and underemployment in India. By equipping students with 
market-relevant skills, the policy could improve job prospects for a large 
number of Indian youth, leading to a more productive workforce. 

The NEP’s thrust on vocationalization and skill development has significant 
sociological implications for India. It can potentially transform social stratification, 
work, gender dynamics, regional disparities, cultural attitudes towards education, and 
employment patterns. However, the success of the policy will depend on its effective 
implementation and the ability to overcome various challenges such as resource 
allocation, teacher training, and social stigma associated with vocational education. 

 

 

 

 

Is 'ageing an emerging issue in Indian society ? Discuss the major problems of the old 

age people in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Ageing is an emerging issue in Indian society. With advancements in healthcare and 
improved living conditions, the elderly population in India has been increasing over 
the years. According to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the number of 
people aged 60 and above in India is projected to increase from 100 million in 2011 to 
300 million by 2050, accounting for 18% of the total population. This demographic 
shift poses several challenges for the Indian society, including economic, social, and 
healthcare concerns. Major problems faced by the elderly in India can be discussed 
under the following sociological aspects: 
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1. Economic Issues: Many elderly people in India face financial difficulties due to 
inadequate savings, lack of pension coverage, and limited employment 
opportunities. The traditional joint family system, which provided financial 
support to the elderly, is gradually disintegrating, leaving many older 
individuals without a stable source of income. This economic insecurity affects 
their overall well-being and quality of life. 

2. Healthcare: The elderly population is more susceptible to chronic illnesses and 
age-related health issues. However, the healthcare system in India is not 
adequately equipped to address the specific needs of the elderly. There is a lack 
of geriatric care facilities, specialized healthcare professionals, and affordable 
healthcare services for the elderly. This results in inadequate access to 

healthcare and a higher burden of out-of-pocket expenses for the elderly. 

3. Social Isolation: The disintegration of the joint family system and increased 
migration of younger generations for better job opportunities have led to social 
isolation among the elderly. Many older individuals live alone or with their 
spouses, without the support of their children or extended family members. 
This lack of social interaction can lead to feelings of loneliness, depression, and 
a decline in mental health. 

4. Abuse and Neglect: Elder abuse is a significant yet often overlooked issue in 
India. The elderly may face physical, emotional, or financial abuse from their 
family members or caregivers. This abuse often goes unreported due to fear of 
retaliation, lack of awareness, or social stigma associated with reporting abuse. 
Additionally, many elderly individuals face neglect in terms of their basic needs, 
such as food, clothing, and healthcare. 

5. Lack of Social Security: The absence of a comprehensive social security system 
in India leaves many elderly individuals without adequate financial support. 
Only a small percentage of the elderly population receives pension benefits, and 
these benefits are often insufficient to cover their basic needs. This lack of 
social security exacerbates the economic and social challenges faced by the 
elderly. 

The ageing population in India is hence an emerging issue that requires urgent 
attention from policymakers, civil society, and the community at large. Addressing the 
economic, healthcare, and social challenges faced by the elderly is crucial to ensure 
their well-being and dignity in the later stages of life. This can be achieved through the 
development of comprehensive social security systems, improved healthcare facilities, 
and increased awareness about the rights and needs of the elderly population. 
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Underline the socio-cultural factors responsible for India's skewed sex-ratio. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

India’s skewed sex ratio can be attributed to a variety of socio-cultural factors that 
have deep-rooted historical, cultural, and social origins. Some of the key factors 
responsible for this imbalance are: 

1. Patriarchal society: Indian society is predominantly patriarchal, where men are 
considered the primary breadwinners and heads of the family. This has led to a 
preference for male children, as they are seen as the ones who will carry on the 
family name, provide financial support, and look after their parents in old age. 

2. Dowry system: The dowry system, though illegal, is still prevalent in many parts 
of India. The practice involves the bride’s family giving gifts, money, or property 
to the groom’s family as a precondition for marriage. This has resulted in a 
preference for male children, as families with daughters are burdened with the 
financial obligation of providing dowry. 

3. Son preference: In Indian society, sons are often considered more valuable than 
daughters due to various cultural and religious beliefs. Sons are expected to 
carry on the family lineage, perform religious rites, and provide financial 
support to their parents. This preference for sons has led to sex-selective 
abortions, female infanticide, and neglect of girl children. 

4. Lack of education and awareness: Low levels of education and awareness about 
gender equality and the importance of women in society contribute to the 
skewed sex ratio. Educated families are more likely to understand the value of 
having daughters and treat them equally. 

5. Economic factors: In rural areas, where agriculture is the primary source of 
livelihood, male children are preferred as they are perceived to be more capable 
of physically demanding labor. Additionally, families with sons are believed to 
have better economic prospects, as sons are expected to bring in additional 
income through marriage. 

6. Discrimination against women: Discrimination against women is widespread in 
India and manifests in various forms, including limited access to education, 
healthcare, and employment opportunities. This discrimination further 
reinforces the preference for male children, as they are seen as more valuable 
and capable. 

7. Legal loopholes and lax implementation: Despite the existence of laws 
prohibiting sex-selective abortions and the dowry system, these practices 
continue due to legal loopholes and lax implementation of existing laws. This 
allows for the continuation of practices that contribute to the skewed sex ratio. 

The skewed sex ratio in India is thus a result of multiple socio-cultural factors that 
reinforce the preference for male children and perpetuate discrimination against 
women. Addressing these factors through education, awareness campaigns, and 
stricter implementation of laws can help improve the sex ratio and promote gender 
equality in Indian society. 
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The problem of displacement is inherent in the idea of development. Analyze the 
statement critically. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Displacement, in the context of development, refers to the forced relocation of people 
from their homes, lands, or places of livelihood due to various development projects 
such as infrastructure, urbanization, industrialization, and environmental 
conservation. In India, the issue of displacement has been a significant concern since 
the country’s independence, as millions of people have been uprooted from their 
ancestral lands in the name of development. 

The statement that the problem of displacement is inherent in the idea of development 
can be analyzed critically by examining the various dimensions of development and 

their implications on the lives of the people affected by it. 

1. Economic dimension: Development projects are often justified on the grounds of 
economic growth and poverty alleviation. However, the benefits of such projects 
are not equitably distributed among the population. In many cases, the 
displaced people do not receive adequate compensation for their lost lands and 
livelihoods, pushing them further into poverty and marginalization. Moreover, 
the jobs created by these projects are often not accessible to the displaced 
people due to a lack of skills or education, leading to a situation where the 
benefits of development are enjoyed by a few while the majority bear the costs. 

2. Social dimension: Displacement leads to the disruption of social networks and 
community ties, as people are forced to move away from their homes and 
familiar surroundings. This can result in the loss of cultural identity, social 
cohesion, and support systems, which are crucial for the well-being of 
individuals and communities. In India, where social identity is deeply rooted in 
the concept of caste, tribe, and religion, displacement can exacerbate existing 
social inequalities and tensions. 

3. Environmental dimension: Development projects, especially those related to 
infrastructure and industrialization, often lead to environmental degradation 
and depletion of natural resources. Displaced people, who are mostly dependent 
on agriculture, fishing, or forest-based livelihoods, are directly affected by the 
loss of their natural resource base. Moreover, the large-scale displacement of 
people can also lead to the overexploitation of resources in the areas where they 
are resettled, causing further environmental problems. 

4. Political dimension: The process of displacement and resettlement is often 

marked by a lack of transparency, accountability, and participation of the 
affected people. In many cases, the decisions regarding development projects 
and their implementation are taken by the state and private actors without 
considering the needs and aspirations of the local communities. This can lead 
to a sense of powerlessness and alienation among the displaced people, 
undermining the democratic principles of decision-making and governance. 

5. Ethical dimension: The issue of displacement raises important ethical questions 
about the nature of development and its implications for human rights and 
social justice. The forced relocation of people from their homes and lands, 
without their consent and without adequate compensation, can be seen as a 
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violation of their basic rights to life, livelihood, and dignity. This raises the 
question of whether the pursuit of development should take precedence over 
the rights and well-being of the affected people. 

The problem of displacement is indeed inherent in the idea of development, as it 
involves the uprooting of people from their homes, lands, and livelihoods for the sake 
of economic growth and progress. However, this does not mean that development 
should be abandoned altogether. Instead, it calls for a rethinking of the development 
paradigm, with a greater emphasis on equity, sustainability, and people-centered 
approaches that respect the rights, needs, and aspirations of the affected 
communities. In the Indian context, this would require a more inclusive and 
participatory model of development that addresses the social, economic, 

environmental, and political dimensions of displacement and ensures that the benefits 
of development are shared by all. 

 

 

 

 

Rising 'ethnocentricism' is leading to conflict in our society. Assess this statement with 
appropriate reasons. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Ethnocentrism is the belief in the inherent superiority of one’s own ethnic group or 
culture. It often involves the tendency to judge other groups or cultures by the 
standards of one’s own. In India, a diverse country with a multitude of ethnic groups, 
languages, religions, and cultures, the rise of ethnocentrism has led to increased 
tensions and conflicts among different groups. 

■ One of the main reasons for the rise in ethnocentrism in India is the growing 
influence of identity politics. Political parties and leaders often use identity-
based issues to mobilize support and gain power. This has led to a situation 
where different ethnic and religious groups are pitted against each other, 
leading to increased tensions and conflicts. 

■ For example, the rise of Hindu nationalism in India has led to a growing sense 
of ethnocentrism among some sections of the Hindu population. This has 
resulted in increased incidents of violence against religious minorities, 
particularly Muslims and Christians. The cow protection movement, which 

seeks to enforce a ban on cow slaughter, has led to the lynching of several 
people, mostly from the Muslim community, on suspicion of cow smuggling or 
consumption of beef. 

■ Another example is the ongoing conflict in the northeastern states of India, 
where ethnocentrism has fueled tensions between indigenous tribes and non-
tribal settlers. The demand for separate states based on ethnic identity has led 
to violent clashes and loss of lives in these regions. 

■ Caste-based discrimination is another manifestation of ethnocentrism in India. 
Despite legal measures to prevent caste-based discrimination, the caste system 
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continues to be deeply entrenched in Indian society. This has led to widespread 
discrimination, violence, and social exclusion of lower caste groups. 

■ The rise of ethnocentrism in India can also be attributed to the rapid pace of 
globalization and modernization. As people are exposed to new ideas, cultures, 
and lifestyles, there is a tendency to cling to one’s own cultural identity as a 
means of asserting one’s distinctiveness and superiority. This has led to a 
growing intolerance towards cultural diversity and an unwillingness to accept 
and accommodate differences. 

The rising ethnocentrism in India is indeed leading to conflict in society. The 
increasing influence of identity politics, the persistence of caste-based discrimination, 
and the impact of globalization and modernization have all contributed to the growth 
of ethnocentrism. To address this issue, it is crucial to promote a culture of tolerance, 
inclusiveness, and respect for diversity. This can be achieved through education, 
awareness campaigns, and legal measures that promote social harmony and 
discourage discrimination based on ethnicity, religion, or caste. 

 

 

 

 

 

Is social democracy a precondition for political democracy ? Comment. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

■ Social democracy and political democracy are two distinct concepts that are 
often intertwined in political discourse. Social democracy refers to a political 
ideology that emphasizes social justice, equal opportunities, and a strong 
welfare state. Political democracy, on the other hand, refers to a system of 
government where citizens have the power to elect their representatives and 
influence the decisions made by the government. 

■ In the context of India, social democracy is not necessarily a precondition for 
political democracy, but it can be argued that the two are closely related and 
can complement each other in building a more inclusive and egalitarian society. 

■ India is the largest democracy in the world, with a diverse population consisting 

of various ethnic, religious, and linguistic groups. The Indian Constitution 
guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms to all citizens, including the right 
to vote and participate in the political process. However, social inequalities and 
disparities continue to persist in the country, with marginalized communities 
often facing discrimination and exclusion. 

■ Social democracy can play a crucial role in addressing these inequalities and 
fostering social cohesion in India. By promoting social justice and equal 
opportunities, social democracy can help bridge the gap between different 
sections of society and ensure that everyone has a fair chance to participate in 
the political process. A strong welfare state can provide essential services such 
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as education, healthcare, and social security to all citizens, thereby reducing 
poverty and improving the overall quality of life. 

■ In this sense, social democracy can strengthen political democracy in India by 
creating a more level playing field for all citizens, regardless of their social or 
economic background. When people feel that their basic needs are met and that 
they have equal opportunities to succeed, they are more likely to engage in the 
political process and hold their elected representatives accountable. 

■ However, it is important to note that social democracy is not a prerequisite for 
political democracy. India has been a functioning political democracy since its 
independence in 1947, even though social inequalities and disparities still exist. 
The country has made significant progress in recent years, with various 

government initiatives and policies aimed at promoting social justice and 
reducing poverty. 

■ Hence while social democracy is not a precondition for political democracy in 
India, the two concepts are closely related and can work together to create a 
more inclusive and egalitarian society. By addressing social inequalities and 
promoting equal opportunities, social democracy can contribute to the 
strengthening of political democracy in India, ensuring that all citizens have a 
voice in the decision-making process and can participate in the country’s 
development. 

 

 

 

 

Discuss the role of social media in communal polarisation. Suggest ways to combat it. 
(UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Social media has emerged as a powerful tool for communication and information 
dissemination in the 21st century. It has connected people across the globe, 
transcending geographical boundaries and enabling the exchange of ideas, opinions, 
and information. However, the same platform has also become a breeding ground for 
communal polarisation, particularly in the context of India. 

Communal polarisation refers to the division of society along religious or ethnic lines, 
leading to increased tensions, mistrust, and conflicts between different communities. 

In India, a diverse country with multiple religions, languages, and cultures, social 
media has played a significant role in exacerbating communal polarisation in recent 
years. 

The role of social media in communal polarisation in India can be understood through 
the following factors: 

1. Echo chambers: Social media platforms often create echo chambers, where 
individuals are exposed to information and opinions that reinforce their existing 
beliefs and biases. This can lead to the strengthening of communal identities 
and the deepening of divisions between different communities. 
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2. Spread of fake news and misinformation: The ease with which information can 
be shared on social media platforms has led to the rapid spread of fake news 
and misinformation. In the context of India, this has often taken the form of 
communally charged content, which can incite hatred and violence between 
different communities. 

3. Online hate speech: Social media platforms have provided a space for 
individuals to express their opinions and beliefs openly. However, this has also 
led to the proliferation of hate speech targeting specific communities, which can 
contribute to communal polarisation. 

4. Political manipulation: Political parties and interest groups have used social 
media to manipulate public opinion and create a sense of fear and insecurity 
among different communities. This has further fuelled communal tensions and 
divisions in India. 

To combat communal polarisation on social media, the following measures can be 
taken: 

1. Promoting digital literacy: Educating people about the responsible use of social 
media and the importance of verifying information before sharing it can help in 
curbing the spread of fake news and misinformation. 

2. Strengthening legal frameworks: Laws and regulations should be put in place to 
penalise those who spread hate speech and misinformation on social media 
platforms. This can act as a deterrent and help in maintaining communal 
harmony. 

3. Encouraging counter-narratives: Social media platforms should promote 
content that fosters interfaith dialogue, understanding, and tolerance among 
different communities. This can help in breaking echo chambers and reducing 
communal polarisation. 

4. Monitoring and regulation of social media platforms: Governments and civil 
society organisations should closely monitor social media platforms to identify 
and report instances of hate speech and misinformation. Social media 
companies should also be held accountable for the content that is shared on 
their platforms and be required to take swift action against those who violate 
community guidelines. 

5. Promoting interfaith and intercultural dialogue: Encouraging dialogue and 
interaction between different communities can help in breaking down 
stereotypes and fostering understanding and tolerance. This can be facilitated 
through community events, educational programs, and online forums. 

In conclusion, social media has played a significant role in communal polarisation in 
India. However, by promoting digital literacy, strengthening legal frameworks, 
encouraging counter-narratives, and fostering interfaith dialogue, it is possible to 
combat the negative impact of social media on communal harmony and promote a 
more inclusive and tolerant society. 
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Urban settlements in India tend to replicate its rural caste-kinship imprints. Discuss 
the main reasons. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Urban settlements in India have been experiencing a significant transformation over 
the past few decades. Rapid urbanization and migration from rural areas have led to 
the growth of cities and towns, resulting in a complex social structure. However, 
despite the changes in the urban landscape, the caste-kinship system, which has been 
deeply rooted in Indian society for centuries, continues to persist and influence the 
social fabric of urban settlements. 

There are several reasons for the replication of rural caste-kinship imprints in urban 
settlements in India: 

1. Migration patterns: Migration from rural areas to urban centers in India is often 
driven by the search for better economic opportunities and improved living 
conditions. However, migrants tend to move in groups or clusters, often 
comprising members of the same caste or kinship group. This pattern of 
migration results in the formation of caste-based or kinship-based communities 
in urban areas, which perpetuate the rural caste-kinship structure. 

2. Social networks and support systems: Migrants in urban areas often rely on 
their caste and kinship networks for support, especially during the initial stages 
of their settlement. These networks provide them with essential resources, such 
as housing, employment, and social connections, which help them navigate the 
challenges of urban life. As a result, caste and kinship ties become crucial for 
survival and success in the urban context, reinforcing their importance in the 
social structure. 

3. Occupational segregation: The caste system in India has historically been 
associated with specific occupations, with certain castes dominating particular 
trades or professions. This occupational segregation continues to persist in 
urban areas, with members of the same caste often working in the same 
industry or sector. This further strengthens the caste-kinship bonds among 
individuals and perpetuates the rural caste-kinship imprints in urban 
settlements. 

4. Residential segregation: Caste and kinship ties also influence the residential 
patterns in urban areas, with members of the same caste or kinship group often 
living in close proximity to each other. This residential segregation results in the 
formation of caste-based or kinship-based neighborhoods, which serve as a 

microcosm of the rural caste-kinship structure. These neighborhoods not only 
provide a sense of familiarity and belonging to the migrants but also facilitate 
the continuation of caste-based practices and customs. 

5. Marriage and social interactions: Despite the apparent modernity of urban life, 
caste and kinship continue to play a significant role in determining marriage 
alliances and social interactions in urban settlements. Inter-caste marriages 
remain relatively rare, and people often prefer to marry within their own caste 
or kinship group. Moreover, social interactions and friendships are also largely 
confined to one’s own caste or kinship circle, which further entrenches the 
caste-kinship structure in urban areas. 
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6. Political mobilization: Caste and kinship groups often serve as important vote 
banks for political parties in India. In urban areas, political parties tend to 
mobilize support along caste and kinship lines, which further reinforces the 
importance of these social divisions in the urban context. 

The persistence of rural caste-kinship imprints in urban settlements in India can 
hence be attributed to various factors, including migration patterns, social networks, 
occupational and residential segregation, marriage and social interactions, and 
political mobilization. These factors collectively contribute to the continuation of the 
caste-kinship system in urban areas, despite the significant social and economic 
transformations that have taken place in recent times. 

 

 

 

 

Does "economic empowerment" automatically bring about "substantive empowerment" 
for women ? Briefly describe the main issues in women empowerment in India.(UPSC 
CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 2) 

 

Economic empowerment does not automatically bring about substantive 
empowerment for women. While economic empowerment is an essential aspect of 
women’s overall empowerment, it is not sufficient on its own to ensure substantive 
empowerment. Substantive empowerment refers to the ability of women to make 
strategic life choices, exercise agency, and participate in decision-making processes in 
various spheres of life, including the political, social, and cultural domains. 

In the context of India, there are several main issues in women’s empowerment: 

1. Patriarchal norms and gender stereotypes: Indian society is deeply rooted in 
patriarchal norms and gender stereotypes that perpetuate discrimination 
against women. This results in unequal power relations between men and 
women, limiting women’s access to resources, opportunities, and decision-
making processes. 

2. Education: Despite improvements in recent years, there is still a significant 
gender gap in education in India. Girls often face barriers to accessing quality 
education, such as early marriage, household responsibilities, and gender 
biases in the education system. This limits their future employment 

opportunities and economic independence. 

3. Economic participation: Women’s labor force participation in India is relatively 
low, and they are often concentrated in low-paying, informal sector jobs. This is 
due to a combination of factors, including lack of access to quality education, 
social norms that prioritize women’s domestic responsibilities, and workplace 
discrimination. 

4. Political representation: Women are underrepresented in political decision-
making processes in India. Although there are legal provisions for reserving 
seats for women in local governance bodies, their representation in national and 
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state-level politics remains low. This limits their ability to influence policies and 
decisions that affect their lives. 

5. Violence against women: Gender-based violence, including domestic violence, 
sexual harassment, and assault, is a pervasive issue in India. This not only has 
severe physical and psychological consequences for women but also restricts 
their mobility, autonomy, and participation in public life. 

6. Legal and policy framework: Although India has progressive laws and policies 
aimed at promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment, their 
implementation and enforcement remain weak. This is due to a lack of 
awareness, inadequate resources, and deeply entrenched patriarchal attitudes. 

Hence while economic empowerment is a crucial aspect of women’s empowerment in 

India, it is not sufficient to bring about substantive empowerment. Addressing the 
multiple dimensions of women’s disempowerment, including social, cultural, political, 
and legal factors, is essential to ensure that women can fully exercise their agency and 
participate in decision-making processes that affect their lives. 

 

 

 

 

How did the intellectual forces lead to the emergence of sociology? Discuss. (UPSC CSE 
Mains 2020 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

■ Renaissance and enlightenment played a principal role in providing intellectual 
background for the development of modern Europe. These intellectual factors 
and the French revolution and industrial revolution played pivotal roles in 
establishing sociology as a separate social science. 

■ Early sociology emphasized enlightenment and counter-enlightenment ideas. 
Enlightenment placed significance in reason and empiricism instead of tradition 
and religion. The individual is primary in enlightenment, whereas counter-
enlightenment proponents place society as a fundamental unit. 

According to Morris Ginsberg, the intellectual antecedents that led to the emergence of 
sociology are:- 

■ Political Philosophy– It enquired into factors like the evolution of state 

and nature and growth of state authority. 

■ Philosophy of History– The founders of this social thinking are Abbe de 
Saint Pierre and Giambattista. According to this philosophy, society must 
have progressed through gradual transition steps from simple to complex 
stage. 

■ Biological Theories of Evolution– Charles Darwin’s idea about organic 
evolution influenced social thinkers like Herbert Spencer and Emile 
Durkheim to analyze the stages of social evolution. 
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■ Movements for social and political reforms– These movements made it 
essential to undertake a social survey of social problems like poverty 
which arose in the industrial societies of Western Europe. Social Survey 
has become one of the principal methods of sociological enquiry. 

 German idealism in the 1700s, feminist theory, western marxism and 
structural-functionalism of the 1900s are also considered some of the 
fundamental intellectual forces that led to the emergence of sociology. 

 All intellectual fields are profoundly shaped by their social setting. This is 
particularly true of sociology, which is not only derived from that setting but 
takes the social setting as its basic subject matter. 

 

 

Is sociology a value-free science? Discuss. (UPSC CSE Mains 2020 - Sociology, Paper 1) 

 

Weber’s methodology of social sciences began with a consideration of the overriding 
importance of objective sociology. He was of the opinion that no scientific analysis can 
include ethical values within it and be regarded as objective. During the time of Weber 
many did not believe that an objective sociology was possible as values were not 
separated from research process. Weber confronted the problem of values by observing 
that sociological inquiry should be objective or value-free. 

By value free sociology Weber meant that researchers’ personal values and economic 
interests should not affect the process of social scientific analysis. If such factors 
affected the research process then the social action could not be represented as 
objective. Objective analysis were possible if sociologists use a rational method in 
which the research process is systematic that is 

1) empirical data must be categorised in terms of clearly formulated concepts, 

2) proper rules of evidence must be employed, and 

3) only logical inference must be made. 

With the help of his methodological orientation Weber implied that value-free sociology 
could not be a moral science and thereby distinguished between ‘what ought to be’ 
that is the sphere of values from ‘what is’ the sphere of science and that social science 
should focus only on the latter. He also implied that new science of sociology 
contributes to an ongoing historical process in which magic and other forms of 
inherited wisdom become less acceptable as means for explaining events. Weber 
referred to this change as the process of rationalisation. 

Weber was aware that it would be difficult to separate values and science in practice 
but to distinguish helped in the highlighting the relevance of values before and after 
the research. Social scientists face a very practical problem how to choose the topic of 
research. Weber said that there was no scientific way of choosing a topic of doing 
research. However, the choice of topic comes before the research is undertaken. The 
only basis for the individual to choose a particular topic is values. But once a topic is 
chosen for study Weber advocates that the scientist must follow an objective research 
process. The situation is even more difficult when dealing with public policy issues. 
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With regards to issues of public policy as well Weber was of the opinion that the 
selection of one goal rather than another and one strategy over the other ultimately 
depended on people’s political values, their economic interests and so forth but it does 
not mean that social science are irrelevant to public policy and believed that 
sociologists could do their task objectively by categorising the data in terms of clearly 
formulated concepts following proper rules of evidence and making logical deductions. 
Weber rejected the search for general laws in favour of historical theories and opined 
that universal laws excluded important and unique historical events. 

Though Weber projected the methods to make social sciences objective, he wanted to 
address the bigger empirical questions which existed during his time like the why 
capitalism originated in West and not somewhere else. He was aware that emphasis on 

the development of general theories would not allow for an examination of such issues. 
For him ideal types were the method for dealing with these issues. 

Weber and Popper. Durkheim tried to show us how objectivity can be maintained in 
sociology through the use of social facts and treating it as things. On the other hand 
Weber tried to show us that objectivity is not absolute in sociology as culture is value 
oriented and selecting the topic of research itself is based on these values. However, 
objectivity can be maintained by following the procedures of research in an objective 
manner and thereby making inferences in a logical behaviour. Popper unlike the two 
founding fathers of sociology maintains that objectivity in social sciences can be 
achieved through inter-subjective criticism. 
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