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Explain the different forms of untouchability in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2022 -
Sociology, Paper 2)

The hierarchical caste-based Hindu social order was governed by the ideology of purity
and pollution. The primary function of the ideology was to maintain ritual hierarchy.
Untouchability was a mechanism through which power was exercised over the Dalits
and the hierarchy reinforced. One of the most common forms of untouchability was the
imposition of social and economic boycott of Dalits if they dared to transgress social
norms or exercise their rights.

This discrimination manifests in various forms, some of which are:

1. Economic Untouchability: This refers to the practice of denying economic
opportunities to members of lower castes, often by denying them access to jobs,
housing, or markets.

2. Social Untouchability: This refers to the practice of denying social interaction
with members of lower castes. Members of upper castes might refuse to share
utensils or food with lower-caste individuals, refuse to allow them to enter their
homes, or refuse to attend their social gatherings.

3. Physical Untouchability: This refers to the practice of maintaining physical
distance from members of lower castes. Members of upper castes might refuse
to touch lower-caste individuals or their belongings or avoid physical contact
with them in any form.

4. Educational Untouchability: This refers to the practice of denying education to
members of lower castes, often by not allowing them to enter schools or
preventing them from studying certain subjects.

5. Religious Untouchability: This refers to the practice of excluding members of
lower castes from religious activities or denying them entry into religious places.

In terms of J.S.Mill untouchability is ‘tyranny of the majority’.
It is important to note that untouchability has been legally abolished in India, and the

Indian Constitution guarantees equality to all citizens. However, it still persists in many
parts of the country, particularly in rural areas, and has become a complex social issue.

Examine the social background of growth of Indian nationalism. (UPSC CSE
Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

Social Background of Indian Nationalism is a doctoral thesis of A.R.Desai which
documents the changes that have occurred in the Indian society that have contributed
to the development of nationalism up to the start of the Second World War.

Factors which Prepared Background of Indian Nationalism
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m The British government, Christian mission and English education were three
main sources of colonial impact on Indian society. The British government
replaced the indigenous systems of administration and governance. The mission
made efforts to convert Indian to Christianity. British educationists tried to
spread education to bring about a change in the outlook of the indigenous
population. The British community in India also had an influence on the people
in different parts of the country. The port, towns and coastal areas were more
affected, at least in the beginning of the British Raj. The emergence of a
national consciousness, the realization of the value of organization and of the
importance of agitation led to the formation of the Indian National Congress in
1885. Formation of Congress was a strong foundation of Indian nationalism

m  Changes in Mode of Production and Economic contradictions- Contradictions of
the British rule were exposed for the first time in the economic field and they
were highlighted in the writings of many prominent nationalists like Dadabhai
Naroji and R C Dutt. Unequal control over forces of production and export of
surplus was exposed by early nationalists. Images of pre-colonial fabled riches
of India were contrasted with the abject poverty of the British India. The
Swadeshi Movement further strengthened loyalty to the national economy. A R
Desai also suggested that rise of nationalism was rooted in the anti-imperial
and anti-bureaucratic ideology.

m Political awakening- First significant move was made in the form of the
establishment ofIndian National Congress in 1885. It was realised by the
national leadership that the way towards achievement of nationalistic goal is
through political power. Political struggle led to gradual reforms and it also led
to mobilisation of masses.

m  Role of charismatic personalities- Many charismatic leaders like Mahatma
Gandhi, Bhagat Singh, Subhash and Tilak also played a leadership role in
mobilising millions of masses and united them. These leaders made the masses
to understand the social and economic contradictions of the British rule.

m  Role of modern ideas and education — Indians, in the colonial period, read about
western liberalism and freedom. Yet, they lived under a western, colonial rule
that denied Indians liberty and freedom. This kind of contradiction shaped
many of the structural and cultural changes. Indian nationalist leaders were
quick to grasp this irony and took these ideas to masses. Use of vernaculars
was capitalised to spread the ideas of modernity and democracy.

m Role of middle class- Colonialism created new classes and communities which
came to play significant roles in subsequent history. The urban middle classwas
the main carrier of nationalism and it led the campaign for freedom. The
emerging middle class began, with the aid of western style education, to
challenge colonialism on its own ground. Ironically, colonialism and western
education also gave impetus for the rediscovery of tradition. This led to the
developments on the cultural and social front which solidified emergent forms
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of community at the national and regional levels. Leaders from the middle class
also formed early political organisations.

m  Cultural revolt- Colonial interventions also crystallised religious and caste based
communities, and they, too, became major players. In fact, attack on cultural
identities became the basis of the First War of Independence of 1857. Cultural
arrogance and a sense of superiority of white British also provoked Indians to
prove them wrong. Along with secular ideals of liberty and self rule, cultural
dimensions were also highlighted by leaders like Tilak, Annie Besant and Veer
Savarkar. They declared that freedom or Swara) was their birth-right and thus,
they fought for political, cultural and economic freedom.

m  Reformist and revivalist agenda — Social reform agenda was also clubbed with
the agenda of liberation. Social reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and
Dayanand Saraswati preached nationalism as well. A R Desai saw socio-
religious movements as an expression of national awakening due to
contradictions between the old value system and new economic realities. The
First War of Independence sought to revive the glorious period of Indian history
and Bahadur Shah Zafar was chosen as its symbol.

m Impact of global events — Events like the Russian Revolution aroused the
revolutionary spirits in India as well. Defeat of imperial powers like Italy, at the
hand of Ethiopia, also boosted the morale of nationalists in colonial countries
like India. Socialist nationalism also grew, in the meanwhile, in 1930s, both
within and outside the Congress.

m  Communalism and divisive politics — The British policy of divide and rule also
sowed seeds of a parallel nationalism which ultimately led to the bifurcation of
the nation at the time of independence.

A R Desai considers that Indian Nationalism as a product of material conditions
in India and nationalism was non existent before the arrival of the British. New material
conditions were a result of industrialisation, new land policy and Modernisation. British
rule led to economic disintegration as well as economic reforms, which led tQ the birth
of new social consciousness and class structure, through which, nationalism followed.
Different classes like industrialists and peasants had their own grievances, which along
with common desire for freedom led to the birth of nationalism. According to him, the
role of education in the birth of nationalism is over played and instead, change in
material conditions was the real cause. Class based inequalities and contradictions,
according to Desai, determine the nature of social change.A common exploitative land
tenure system,a uniform emergent pan-Indian working class and new classes were other
contributing factors.

Thus, nationalism in India arose as a result of plurality of factors. It passed through
various stages which are marked by various phases of national movement. Initial
political movement was dominated by moderate nationalists who lacked a mass base
and hence, nationalistic feelings were also limited to middle class and intellectual
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circles. Mass-based movement started with the arrival of Gandhi an politics. A parallel
aggressive nationalism also emerged in the form of revolutionary movements in various
parts of India. However, nationalism was bifurcated while national struggle was still
going on and a section of Muslims, led by Jinnah, started to demand a separate nation.
There were other hurdles as well in the rise of nationalism including casteism,
communalism, poor response of Southern provinces, divisive politics of the British, poor
response of princely states and regionalism.

Explain how land reforms brought about desired agrarian transformation. (UPSC
CSE Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

India has witnessed enormous agrarian transformation in the post-independence
period. This has occurred due to the policies introduced by the state, which included
land reforms, community development programmes, Green Revolution and several
welfare schemes. As a result of the agrarian transformation a set of new classes and
have emerged in rural society, while old groups or classes have either disappeared or
have got transformed. The agrarian transformation has affected politics in India to a
significant extent.

The Kulaks

m Land reforms, especially the Zamindari abolition and Green Revolution had
enormous impact on the agrarian transformation. On the one hand these
accelerated the agriculture growth; on the other, entire pattern of the relations
in agriculture underwent transformation. The latter was reflected in the rise of a
class of economically and politically powerful groups in several parts of India.
They came to be popularly known as Kulaks or rich farmers.

m L.H. Rudolph and Sussan Rudolph categoried them as “bullock capitalists”.
These groups emerged to control the political affairs in several states, and from
the 1990s they have become influential in the national politic as well. In terms
of the caste composition, they belonged to the intermediary castes like Jats,
Yadavs, Lodhs, Gujars, Kurmie, etc., in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and
Rajasthan; Marathas in Maharastra; Lingayats and Vokaliggas in Karnataka;
and Reddies and Kammas in Andhra Pradesh. They have been identified as the
OBCs in the states inhabited by them.

m Having become the owners of land following the Zamindari abolition, they
benefited from the modern technologies and inputs through Green Revolution.
The land reforms made them the most powerful groups in the agrarian society
in many regions of the country. The emergence also resulted in the decline of
the erstwhile dominant groups. The developments, however, did not benefit the
socially and economically vulnerable groups — dalits and the lower backward
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classes. The welfare measures like the poverty alleviation programmes, etc.
have been mainly the populist measures.

Besides, these have been hampered by large scale corruption. Nevertheless, due
to the spread of education, awareness and impart of the ideas of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar and mass media, there has been the assertion of dalits in certain
including the rural areas states like Uttar Pradesh. The emergence of the
Bahujan Samaj Party is an indication of this. Kulaks or rich farmers have made
their presence felt through their political parties and nonpolitical organisations.
The first example of such attempt was foundation of the Bharatiya Kranti Dal
(BKD) by Charan Singh. In the late 1970s and 1980s - the organisation like the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) in North India, Shetkari Sangathan in Maharastra
and Karnataka Ryat Sangha in Karnataka played important role in articulating
the interests of Kulaks.

The Small Farmers and Landless Labourers

In the 1960s and 1970s large part of the country witnessed the emergence of
the movement of the small farmers and landless labour. This movement started
from Naxalbari in West Bengal and very soon spread to different parts of
country like Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa till the end of the 60s. In 1970 a
land grab movement of the landless led by the Socialist Party and the
Communist Party of India was witnessed in Gujarat, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar. Although these movements could not achieve
much yet they succeeded in attracting the attention of the countrymen towards
agrarian question.

The Left front government introduced land reforms in West Bengal during its
tenure. This ensured the security to the tenants and land to the tiller. In 1970
while addressing Chief Ministers conference on land reforms the Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi held that the cause of discontent in the countryside was the
failure of the land reforms to meet the expectation of the people in the
countryside. Reduction in ceiling limits was the main proposal discussed in this
conference. Most of the Chief Ministers rejected this proposal. Then this matter
was referred to the Central Land Reforms Committee. This committee made
quite a few recommendations in 1971.

The 1972 Chief Ministers’ conference approved some national guidelines for
reforms in India. The national guidelines made a departure from the history of
ceiling legislation in India. It reduced the ceiling limits on all categories of
lands. Family, not individual was taken as unit for the purpose of ceiling.
Preference was to be given to landless labourers, particularly belonging to
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in distribution of surplus lands. The
compensation this time was much below the market price. The landowners
again went to court and indulged in other deceitful methods to undermine the
ceiling laws. Nevertheless, in the 1970s the ceiling legislation moderately
succeeded in its objective of collecting and distributing surplus land. Another
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good thing was that the major-beneficiaries of the ceiling laws this time were
the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.

m In certain parts of country, the agrarian transformation has resulted in the
increased participation of dalits in politics.

Discuss the challenges during village studies in India. (UPSC CSE Mains 2022 -
Sociology, Paper 2)

The studies of Indian villages carried-out by social anthropologists during the 1950s
and 1960s were undoubtedly an important landmark in the history of Indian social
sciences. These studies helped in contesting the dominant stereotype of the Indian
village made popular by the colonial administrators. The detailed descriptive accounts
of village life constructed after prolonged field-works carried out, in most cases, entirely
by the anthropologists themselves convincingly proved how Indian villages were not
‘isolated communities’. Village studies showed that India’s villages had been well
integrated into the broader economy and society of the region even before the colonial
rule introduced new agrarian legislation. They also pointed to the regional differences
in the way social village life was organised in different parts of the country.

However, village studies were constrained by a number of factors.

m The method of participant observation that was the main strength of these
studies also imposed certain limitations on the fieldworkers, which eventually
proved critical in shaping the image they produced of the Indian village. Doing
participant observation required a measure of acceptability of the field worker in
the village that he/she chose to study. In a differentiated social context, it was
obviously easy to approach the village through the dominant sections. However,
this choice proved to be of more than just a strategic value. The anxiety of the
anthropologist to get accepted in the village as a member of the “community”
made their accounts of the village life conservative in orientation.

m It also limited their access to the dominant groups in the local society. They chose
to avoid asking all those questions or approaching those subordinate groups,
which they thought, could offend the dominant interests in the village. The
choices made by individual anthropologists as regard to how they were going to
negotiate their own relationship with the village significantly influenced the kind
of data they could gather about village life. Unlike the “tribal communities”, the
conventional subject matter of social anthropology, Indian villages were not only
internally differentiated much more than the tribes, they also had well-
articulated world views. Different sections of the village society had different
perspectives on what the village was. Though most of the anthropologists were
aware of this, they did not do much to resolve this problem. On the contrary,
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most of them consciously chose to identify themselves with the dominant caste
groups in the village, which apart from making their stay in the village relatively
easy, limited their access to the world-view of the upper castes and made them
suspect among the lower castes.

Apart from the method of participant observation and the anxiety about being
accepted in rural society that made the anthropologists produce a conservative
account of the rural social relations, the received theoretical perspectives and the
professional traditions dominant within the disciplines of sociology and social
anthropology during the time of village studies also had their influences on these
scholars. Anthropologist during the decades of fifties and sixties generally
focussed on the structures rather than changes. This preoccupation made them
look for the sources that reproduced social order in the village and to ignore
conflict and the possible sources of social transformation.

According to S.C. Dube, one should be very critical about their validity and be aware
of their limitations. He speaks of a few limitations of such studies.

Village studies are not often representative in nature.

Village studies exaggerate the unity and self-sufficiency of the village. Here
unity and solidarity of the village is over-emphasised. It ignores the connecting
links with other units of society,

Village studies are influenced by the alien concepts. Those who undertake
village studies, blindly Imitate western methods, western styles and western
models.

Certain other limitations related to village studies in India include:

There is a lot of duplication in data collection.

There is no real comprehension about village studies. There is lack of co-
ordination among the scholars of village studies.

The scholars have tried to study village community in a biotic frame of
reference. They practically ignore a basic reality that Indian village is a
synthesized community.

Most of the village studies are of mechanical nature. These do not add much to
the existing knowledge about villages.

Discuss Law as an important instrument for women’s empowerment. (UPSC CSE

Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

Law has been the chief instrument of social change in Indian society through the ages.
For instance, it has played a role in empowering women through laws like equal pay for
equal work, affirmative action through law for political participation etc.
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Successes of law in bringing social change in the institution of patriarchy

m Social and Political Rights: Under the Constitution, women have equal
rights as men, enabling them to take part effectively in the society.
Article 14 (equality before law), 15 (prohibition of gender discrimination)
and 16 (equal opportunity in the matter of public employment) women
have equal constitutional rights as men.

m Political empowerment of women has been brought by the 73rd
and 74th amendments which reserve seats for women in Gram
Panchayats and Municipal bodies.

m Economic Rights: There has been a series of legislations conferring equal
rights for women which are denied in patriarchal society. These legislations
have been guided by the provisions of the Fundamental Rights and Directive
Principles of State Policy.

m Laws to improve their condition in matters relating to wages,
maternity benefits, equal remuneration and property/succession
etc. have been enacted to provide the necessary protection in
these areas.

m Social Justice: Certain areas like domestic violence and sexual harassment of
women at the workplace try to address the imbalance created by patriarchal
social norms.

m Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prevention of Misuse) Act and
the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act prevent the violation of
justice and humanity which begins from the womb.

m The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 was passed to prevent the evil practice of
giving and taking of dowry.

m The suppression of immoral traffic act, 1956 more popularly known as
“SITA” was enacted to prohibit exploitation of women with a view to earning
money. Subsequently, this Act was renamed as the Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act, 1956 wherein sexual exploitation and abuse of the female for commercial
gain was made punishable.

m The central government passed the Sati Prevention Act, 1987 for prevention
of the commission of “sati” and its glorification. This enactment came to be
passed after the Roop Kanwar case in Rajasthan, when a young widow was
burnt alive as a “Sati”.

m Thus, through the law act of ‘Sati’ was criminalized which was culturally
sanctioned rooted in patriarchy.
Limitations of Law as an instrument of social change
m Women participation in politics is negligible. Their representation in
the Lok Sabha is far below the expected numbers. The 73rd
constitutional amendment has created new challenges like ‘sarpanch
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pati’ (Husband of elected women acting as de-facto sarpanch) bring out
the limitations of law as social change

Legal protections like the Equal Wages Act have failed to change the status quo.
There is a significant gender wage gap, on average, women are paid 34 per cent
less than men, a recent report by the International Labour Organization (ILO)
has found.

PCPNDT Act has failed to deter foeticide in most of the north Indian states
where patriarchy is of highest intensity e.g in Haryana, where sex ratio is only
879.

Recently, Supreme Court in Sabrimala temple entry case ruled that banning the
entry of women into the shrine is gender discrimination and the practice
violates the rights of Hindu women.

m However, the implementation of this decision led to massive protests by
conservative section of society, bringing in to light the ineffectiveness of
law as instrument of social change to empower women against the
institution of patriarchy.

Law is a powerful instrument to bring social change however its efficacy is dependent
upon the ability to implement the law by state authorities. Further, the cultural
component of social change is a slow and evolving process, rapid social change tends to
produce social conflicts which was visible in protests against Sabrimala verdict.

Examine different understandings of secularization in india?. (UPSC CSE Mains

2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

‘Secularism’ is a value-loaded concept, its values derive from, and must be
contextualised in our understanding of the underlying social process we call
‘secularisation’. ‘Secularisation is a social process and ‘secularism’ is a
sociopolitical ideal or ideology. In actuality ‘secularism’ can become a reality in
our social institutions only in so far as these are affected by ‘secularisation’.
Therefore, secularism is a product of, and, in turn, strengthen the process of
secularisation.

The term ‘secularisation’ is defined by Bryan Wilson as the process in which
different social institutions ‘become recognised as distinctive concerns operating
with considerable autonomy. It is also a process of “decline in religious activities,
beliefs, ways of thinking and institutions.” This decline in religious consciousness
is the result of the universal acceptance of pragmatic or scientific approach to
secular issues. In a secularised society people turn to science for explanation of
natural phenomena and for remedial measures for their mundane problems.
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They no more take recourse to the “supernatural” for either cognitive
understanding of the world, or even for emotional support.

In the Indian context, the understanding of secularization is quite complex due to the
country’s diverse religious composition, historical background, and the constitutional
framework.

1.

Constitutional-legal Perspective: India’s constitution provides for a secular state,
meaning that it neither promotes any particular religion nor discriminates
against any. The state maintains equidistance from all religions and ensures
that all citizens have the freedom to practice, propagate, and profess their faith.
Secularization, in this context, is understood as a constitutional principle that
protects religious diversity and promotes religious freedom.

Gandhian Perspective: Mahatma Gandhi, a prominent figure in India’s freedom
struggle, had a unique understanding of secularism. He advocated for Sarva
Dharma Sambhava, which means “equal respect for all religions”.
Secularization, in this understanding, does not mean irreligiousness or
atheism, but rather, it entails promoting mutual respect and peaceful
coexistence among different faiths.

Nehruvian Perspective: Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first prime minister, had a
different vision of secularism, one more in line with Western conceptions. He
advocated for a scientific temper and rationality, aiming to reduce the influence
of religion in public life and foster a modern, progressive society. In this
perspective, secularization means the retreat of religious institutions from
societal and political spheres.

Dalit Perspective: For marginalized communities like Dalits (previously known
as “untouchables”), secularization might be seen as a way to escape caste-
based discrimination that’s often justified through religious doctrines. Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, a Dalit leader and the principal architect of the Indian constitution,
advocated for a secular state as a means to ensure social justice and equality
for all, regardless of caste or religion.

Pluralistic Perspective: Some sociologists view secularization in India as a
reflection of its inherent pluralism. India has been home to multiple religions
and philosophies for centuries, and this diversity has necessitated a level of
tolerance and coexistence. Secularization, in this context, can be seen as a
societal norm that has evolved to manage and accommodate religious diversity.

Societal Secularization: There’s a perspective that focuses on the gradual
reduction of religious influence on societal norms, values, and institutions. It’s
observed in the increasing acceptance of interfaith marriages, a decrease in the
importance of religious rituals in daily life, and more reliance on science and
rationality.

These interpretations are not mutually exclusive and often overlap. However, each offers
a unique lens to understand the complex and multifaceted nature of secularization in
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Indian society. It’s also important to note that secularization is an ongoing and dynamic
process, subject to reinterpretation and renegotiation over time.

How do you view the growth of informal sector in India ?. (UPSC CSE Mains 2022
- Sociology, Paper 2)

The term ‘informal sector’ was first used by Hart in 1970s during his field work in urban
areas of Ghana. During his field work among the urban workers in Ghana, he came
across to a large self-employed sector, which provided means of livelihood for new
entrants to the urban labour force who fail to acquire employment in the formal sector.

The growth of the informal sector in India can be viewed from a sociological perspective
by examining the various factors contributing to its expansion, its impact on society,
and the potential implications for the future.

Factors contributing to the growth of the informal sector

a. Population growth: India’s population has been growing rapidly, leading to an increase
in the labor force. The formal sector has not been able to absorb this growing labor force,
resulting in a large number of people seeking employment in the informal sector.
b. Urbanization: Rapid urbanization has led to the growth of informal settlements and
slums in cities. People living in these areas often find it difficult to access formal
employment opportunities and are forced to work in the informal sector.
c. Structural changes in the economy: The liberalization of the Indian economy in the
1990s led to a shift from agriculture and manufacturing to the service sector. This shift
has resulted in a decline in formal employment opportunities, pushing more people into
the informal sector.
d. Lack of education and skills: A significant proportion of the Indian population lacks
access to quality education and skill development opportunities. This makes it difficult
for them to find formal employment, leading to an increase in the informal sector.

Impact on society

a. Employment generation: The informal sector has been successful in providing
employment opportunities to a large number of people, especially those who are unable
to find work in the formal sector.
b. Poverty alleviation: Informal sector jobs, although often low-paying and lacking in
benefits, have helped many people escape extreme poverty and improve their living
conditions.

c. Social exclusion: Workers in the informal sector often face social exclusion and
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discrimination, as they are not considered part of the formal economy. This can lead to
feelings of marginalization and alienation.
d. Gender disparities: Women are disproportionately represented in the informal sector,
often working in low-paying and precarious jobs. This perpetuates gender inequalities
and limits women’s access to resources and opportunities.

Implications for the future

a. Economic growth: The informal sector contributes significantly to India’s GDP.
However, its potential for sustainable growth is limited due to the lack of access to credit,
technology, and infrastructure.
b. Social protection: The absence of labor regulations and social security benefits in the
informal sector leaves workers vulnerable to exploitation and economic shocks. This can
have long-term implications for social stability and cohesion.
c. Skill development and human capital: The informal sector often lacks opportunities for
skill development and training, which can limit the potential for human capital
development and economic growth.
d. Policy interventions: The growth of the informal sector highlights the need for targeted
policy interventions to improve working conditions, social protection, and access to
resources for informal workers.

The growth of the informal sector in India can thus be viewed as both a challenge
and an opportunity. While it has provided employment and income for millions of people,
it also highlights the need for inclusive and sustainable development policies that
address the needs of this vulnerable population. Societal efforts should focus on
improving access to education, skill development, and social protection for informal
workers, as well as promoting the formalization of the informal sector to ensure better
working conditions and economic growth.

Discuss the role of pressure groups in strengthening democracy.(UPSC CSE
Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

In democratic politics, pressure groups are organisations which attempt to influence tlie
government. Pressure groups are organised associations, unions or organisation of
people having common interest. Their aim is to seek better conditions for their members
through organised efforts. They try to influence the legislature, executive and other
decision makers to have decisions made in their favour. They are like a living public
behind the parties. Their role is indirect yet effective. Pressure groups and movements
help deepen democracy as they justify the right of freedom of expression through
following ways.
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They try to introduce their candidates into the legislature. They help political
parties to win an election by preparing manifestos and mobilizing voters.

Pressure Groups try to fill high executive posts with men who can fulfill their
interest i.e. selection of cabinet and selection of PM in a coalition government,
etc. which affects the policy implementation process.

Bureaucrats are politically neutral and hence, the pressure groups try to bend
them in their manner by putting good remarks on them. Bureaucrats have a
long tenure of service and therefore, they oblige to them.

Pressure groups play as a vital link between the government and the governed.
They keep governments more inclined towards their interest.

Pressure groups help in expressing the views and needs of the minority
communities who otherwise may remain unheard.

Pressure groups provide expertise to the government with various information
which might be applicable to issues such as indigenous reconciliation.

Pressure groups promote opportunities for political participation without joining
a political party.

Although these pressure groups can turn violent sometimes, it is the duty of the
government to cater to their needs and solve the crisis amicably without disrupting the
interests of any group.

What role do co-operatives plays in poverty alleviation in rural India ? (UPSC

CSE Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

A cooperative is an association of persons united voluntarily to meet their
common economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly
owned and democratically controlled enterprise. It means that cooperatives are
based on the values of self-help, self- responsibility, democracy, equality, equity
and solidarity in the tradition of their founders. Cooperative members believe in
the ethical values of honesty, openness, social responsibility and caring for
others. Therefore, the cooperatives are different from the private enterprise in
their forms of ownership, control, distribution of profits, values of equality,
equity, solidarity and social responsibility. Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of
Sarvodaya aimed at rural reconstruction and uplifting the people of rural India
by peaceful and cooperative means.

The size and volume of cooperative business during the post-independence period
has shown rapid growth and multiplied manifold. The coverage of villages by
cooperatives, which was 30% in 1950-51, has reached cent percent and by 2001-
2002, 75% of the rural households were brought into the cooperative fold.
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Cooperatives have entered into every sphere of economic activity and emerged as
one of the significant segments of Indian economy.

m Their contributions in shaping the rural economy are substantial. The share of
cooperatives in rural credit disbursement amounted to 49.3% during the year
2001-2002, fertilizer distribution was 36.0%, fertiliser production 29.0%, sugar
production 59.0%, branded oil marketing 50%, ice cream production 45%,
animal feed production 50%, spindling 12%, fabrics production 22.0%, handloom
cooperatives 55%, wheat procurement 36.0%, jute procurement 21%, fishermen’s
cooperatives 11%, rural fair price cooperatives 28%, salt manufacture 7% and
employment was created for 15.1 million people. The contribution of milk
cooperatives in milk production, procurement and distribution is significant.

m Cooperatives were also organized at grass roots level for fisheries, forest labour,
farm forestry, poultry, weavers, handlooms, handicrafts, and irrigation to organize
the rural people and provide them necessary services for the development of rural
community. The education and training networks of cooperatives have promoted
awareness regarding development, advantages and techniques of living under the
umbrella of cooperatives. This has helped in curbing the migration of the rural
people from rural to urban areas.

m The cooperative venture and its programmes have also promoted diversification in
crop production; effective use of chemical fertilizers, insecticides and better seeds;
new techniques for improving the fertility of the land and various ancillary
activities. The setting up of marketing and processing cooperatives has not only
helped the farmers in ensuring better prices for their produce but have also
generated significant rural employment.

m A cooperative as a legal entity, has institutional networks and infrastructure
facilities at the grass roots level. It is also involved in social welfare and social
protection activities of the rural people, such as village adoption, insurance,
promotion of schools, hospitals, development of social forestry, etc. It has also
generated rural employment for large sections of rural people through its agro-
ancillary activities.

m  With the present size and network of the cooperatives, their contribution should
have been much more than what it is today. The major problems that have limited
the size of their contribution are, to name the important ones, the increasing
amount of nonperforming assets (NPA), limited resources, lack of infra-structural
facilities and professionalism, absence of modernization and little technology
transfer, over dependence on governments, absence of effective monitoring and
poor market information systems.
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Examine whether rural bondage still continues to be a social reality. Give your
argument .(UPSC CSE Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

m Bonded Labour is a practice in which employers give high-interest loans to
workers who work at low wages to pay off the debt. The Supreme Court of
India has interpreted bonded labour as the payment of wages that are below
the prevailing market wages and legal minimum wages.

m Rural bondage continues to be a social reality in India, despite the various legal
and constitutional measures taken to eradicate it. The persistence of rural
bondage can be attributed to a combination of socio-economic factors, such as
caste-based discrimination, poverty, and lack of access to education and
employment opportunities. In this context, it is important to examine the various
dimensions of rural bondage and the reasons for its continued existence.

m Caste-based discrimination: The caste system in India has been a
significant factor in perpetuating rural bondage. Historically, the lower
castes, particularly the Dalits and Adivasis, have been subjected to
various forms of exploitation and discrimination, including bonded labor.
Despite the legal abolition of untouchability and bonded labor, caste-
based discrimination continues to exist in rural areas, with the lower
castes often being forced to work for the upper castes in exploitative
conditions.

m Poverty: Poverty is another major factor contributing to rural bondage in
India. Many poor families in rural areas are forced to take loans from
moneylenders or landlords to meet their basic needs. In return, they are
often required to work for the lender as bonded laborers to repay the
debt. The lack of access to formal credit and banking facilities further
exacerbates the problem, as it leaves the poor with no choice but to rely
on informal sources of credit.

m  Lack of access to education and employment opportunities: The lack of
access to quality education and employment opportunities in rural areas
is another reason for the persistence of rural bondage. Illiteracy and lack
of skills make it difficult for the rural poor to find alternative sources of
livelihood, leaving them vulnerable to exploitation by landlords and
moneylenders. Moreover, the absence of adequate social security
measures and government support further pushes the rural poor into the
vicious cycle of debt and bondage.

m  Weak implementation of laws and policies: While the Indian Constitution
and various laws, such as the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act,
1976, prohibit bonded labor and other forms of exploitation, the
implementation of these laws remains weak. Corruption, lack of
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awareness, and the absence of effective monitoring mechanisms have
allowed rural bondage to persist in many parts of the country.

m  Social norms and traditions: In many rural areas, bonded labor and other
forms of exploitation are deeply entrenched in social norms and
traditions. For instance, the practice of ‘Hali’ in Gujarat or ‘Kamaiya’ in
Nepal involves the inter-generational transfer of debt and bondage,
making it difficult for the victims to break free from the shackles of
exploitation.

m Rural bondage hence continues to be a social reality in India due to a
combination of factors such as caste-based discrimination, poverty, lack of
access to education and employment opportunities, weak implementation of
laws, and deeply entrenched social norms and traditions. To effectively address
this issue, it is essential to adopt a multi-pronged approach that includes legal
reforms, awareness campaigns, social and economic empowerment of the
vulnerable sections, and the creation of alternative livelihood opportunities.

Define ethnicity . Discuss the factors responsible for the growth of ethnic
movements in India.(UPSC CSE Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

m India is a multi- ethnic, multi- religious, multi-cultural and multi-linguistic
country where national unity is given priority. Different ethnic groups have been
asserting their ethnic rights and privileges through different types of movements.
Ethnic movements in Assam, Punjab, North-East states, West Bengal and
Kashmir have created a separate consciousness for the minorities to establish
their identity in these states. Some ethnic movements are democratic and
peaceful while others are separatist movements engaged with ethnic violence. So
ethnicity has been a prime issue in nation and Nation-State.

m Rajni Kothari, an eminent social scientist (1988) has argued that the process of
formation of ethnic identity gets momentum when domination of the majority
over the minority becomes an evident fact. Often, the dominant majority tries to
assimilate and integrate the minority into the so-called mainstream. Kothari has
therefore linked the ethnic movements in India with the movements of
marginalised people and of those seeking indigenous authenticity. Pathy (2000)
also equally argued that the Indian state has followed the western model of
nationstate and undermined tribal identities. It has also deprived them of much
of their land, livelihood, language, religion and culture. The western assumption
of nationstate as a melting pot leading to a homogeneous national culture has
not proved to be a myth. The tribal, non-tribal or Hindu-Muslim interactions in
India did not result in the extinction of any particular culture in India.
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Eminent Social scientists explain some of the critical factors responsible for inflamed
ethnicity in India as below:

1. India is a plural society. It is characterized by a large diversity in its population
with multitudes of castes and several religious, linguistic, cultural and racial
groups living here. Because of intense competition for scarce economic resources
and the heightened consciousness among people of different groups to preserve
their age .old cultures, India has always been vulnerable to assertions of ethnic
identities.

2. Lopsided economic development of the country because of which some groups
feel that they have been marginalised and completely left behind in the process
of development, makes them highly susceptible to the politics of ethnicity.

3. Representative parliamentary democracy in India where different ethnic groups
(castes, religious groups, linguistic groups etc.) compete for political power by
stressing on horizontal solidarity and consolidation of shared interests.

4. Increasing politicization of caste and religion: Caste and religious identities are
often whipped up by political leaders to mobilize people for their vested interests
and petty political mileage.

5. Fear among minorities (both linguistic and religious) that they might get
assimilated into the dominant culture, leading to the dilution of their cultural
heritage. Hence, there is an increasing stress on ethnic identity to forge horizontal
solidarity. Such feelings have also increased because of the process of
globalization and cultural homogenization occurring everywhere. Cultural
globalization is causing even the Hindu majority to assert itself and is spawning
Hindu revivalism in India.

6. Intense feeling of alienation among the tribes of India because of faulty
development policies, leading to forced displacement from their age -old habitats,
lands and forests reducing them to abject poverty.

Discuss the changing nature of structure of political elites. (UPSC CSE Mains
2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

The structure of political elites in India has undergone significant changes since the
country gained independence in 1947. This transformation can be attributed to
various factors such as democratization, social and economic development, and the
rise of regional and caste-based politics. The changing nature of the structure of
political elites in India from a sociological perspective can be detailed as here.
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1. From a single-party dominance to a multi-party system: In the initial years after
independence, the Indian National Congress (INC) dominated the political landscape,
with the first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and his successors belonging to the
same party. The political elite during this period was largely drawn from the upper-
caste, educated, and urban sections of society. However, with the decline of the INC
and the emergence of regional and national parties, the structure of political elites has
become more diverse, with leaders from various social, economic, and regional
backgrounds gaining prominence.

2. The rise of regional and caste-based politics: The 1990s saw the rise of regional and
caste-based parties, which challenged the dominance of national parties like the INC
and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). This led to the emergence of new political elites
from the backward castes, Dalits, and other marginalized sections of society. Leaders
like Mayawati, Mulayam Singh Yadav, and Lalu Prasad Yadav represent this shift in
the structure of political elites, as they come from lower-caste backgrounds and have
successfully mobilized their respective communities to gain political power.

3. The impact of social and economic development: As India has undergone rapid
social and economic development in the past few decades, the composition of political
elites has also evolved. The rise of the middle class, increased urbanization, and the
expansion of the private sector have led to the emergence of a new generation of
political elites who are more educated, technologically savvy, and globally connected.
This is evident in the rise of young leaders like Rahul Gandhi, Akhilesh Yadav, and
Jagan Mohan Reddy, who represent a new breed of political elites in India.

4. The role of dynastic politics: Despite the democratization of the political elite,
dynastic politics continues to play a significant role in India. Many political leaders,
including those from regional and caste-based parties, belong to political families and
have inherited their positions of power. This has led to the concentration of political
power in the hands of a few families, which has implications for the overall structure
of political elites in the country.

5. The influence of money and muscle power: The increasing role of money and muscle
power in Indian politics has also shaped the structure of political elites. Candidates
with criminal backgrounds and significant financial resources have a higher chance of
winning elections, leading to the entry of such individuals into the political elite. This
has raised concerns about the quality of political leadership and the impact on
democratic institutions in the country.

The structure of political elites in India has hence undergone significant changes since
independence, with the democratization of the political landscape, the rise of regional
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and caste-based politics, and social and economic development playing crucial roles in
this transformation. However, the persistence of dynastic politics and the influence of
money and muscle power continue to shape the composition of political elites in the
country. As India continues to evolve as a diverse and vibrant democracy, it remains
to be seen how the structure of political elites will adapt to these changes and the
challenges they pose.

“Instead of promoting equality in society , the present system of education itself
has contributed to increased socio economic disparities” Comment . (UPSC CSE
Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

From a sociological perspective, education is meant to serve as a great equalizer,
providing opportunities for all, regardless of socio-economic status. However, in the
context of India, the situation might be perceived differently.

m  Access to Quality Education: There are significant disparities in access to
quality education in India. Urban areas tend to have more and better
educational resources than rural ones. Children from wealthier families often
attend private schools with superior resources, whereas those from less affluent
backgrounds typically go to under-resourced government schools. This
disparity in educational quality can perpetuate socio-economic inequality, as
those with access to better education often have more opportunities for
economic advancement.

m Cultural Capital: The concept of cultural capital, coined by Pierre Bourdieu,
refers to non-financial social assets that promote social mobility. These may
include education, intellect, style of speech, dress, or physical appearance.
Parents with a high level of cultural capital, often from higher socio-economic
statuses, can pass this on to their children, giving them a significant advantage
in the educational system. This perpetuates a cycle of inequality as these
benefits are not easily accessible to those from lower socio-economic
backgrounds.

m Language: English is often the medium of instruction in Indian schools,
especially the more prestigious ones. Students from families where English is
not spoken or is not the first language can struggle acadically, contributing to a
gap in educational achievement.

m Caste System: The lingering effects of the caste system still influence access to
education. Although there are policies in place like reservations to ensure
educational opportunities for lower caste groups, they often face social stigma
and discrimination, hindering their progress.

m  Gender: Gender disparities also exist in India’s educational system. While
significant strides have been made to improve female education, many regions,
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particularly rural areas, still have lower rates of female literacy and school
attendance compared to males. This disparity can contribute to persistent
gender inequality in socio-economic terms.

m Cost of Education: Rising costs of education also contribute to the disparity.
Higher education, in particular, is often prohibitively expensive for economically
disadvantaged students, limiting their opportunities for economic mobility.

While education has the potential to be a powerful tool for equality, structural issues
within India’s educational system often perpetuate socio-economic disparities. To
address this, comprehensive reforms that increase access to quality education, mitigate
the effects of cultural capital, bridge the language gap, combat caste and gender
discrimination, and reduce the cost of education are necessary.

Same Question - PAPER 1 Version

m Education is the most powerful instrument of social change. It is through
education that society can bring desirable changes and modernize itself.

m Education can transform society by providing opportunities and experiences
through which the individual can cultivate him/herself for adjustment with the
emerging needs and philosophy of the changing society.

m Education as a factor of social change is discussed by the various schools of
thoughts.

o Functionalists like Durkheim and Talcott Parsons established a positive relationship
between education and social change.

o While Durkheim argued that education prepared students for taking up a future role
in capitalist society, Parsons advocated that schools in capitalist America offer adequate
training to the children to get into the job market.

o Davis and Moore in their theory of stratification advocated that highly specialized
persons get high degrees of specialization and are endowed with exclusive qualities to
fit into the highly challenging and most productive occupations. They are instrumental
in the economic progress and social development of the nation. As a result, the values
like self-orientation, individualism, achievement, competition, universalism, innovation,
conformity to legal provisions of society and equality has predominated the thought of
every generation.

m However, Education also reinforces inequalities and conservatism.

o Pierre Bourdieu, in his theory of social & cultural reproduction says that education
preaches equality but practices reinforcement of hierarchy & inequality.
1. The children belonging to an upper-class having control over economic, cultural
and social capital enter into high profitable occupations and this success is
legitimized by the school.

2. Education offers no scope for mobility and mass education is given to masses
but exclusive education important for the job market is monopolized by the
upper class.
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o The argument of Bourdieu is supported by Bowels and Gintis who advocated that
schools in capitalist America are class-based rather than egalitarian. It provides the
least opportunity for mobility. The children belonging to lower class get into low privilege
schools and subsequently get into low paid jobs.

o Andre Beteille in his article advocates that it is not the principle of equality or economic
interest or search for mobility that put people into schools rather entry into school and
success into school is greatly defined by family, kinship, religion or other cultural
variables. The role of education in encompassing mobility cannot be universally similar.
In every society, various forms of compulsions, institutional conditions, and value
systems will determine to what extent, in what forms education has successfully
contributed to mobility.

Discuss recent trends in the structure of migration. (UPSC CSE Mains 2022 -
Sociology, Paper 2)

m In recent years, India has witnessed significant shifts in the patterns and
structure of migration, influenced by various social, economic, and political
factors. These trends have had a profound impact on the social fabric of the
country, as well as on the lives of millions of migrants and their families. Some
of the key trends in the structure of migration in India are as follows:

m  Rural to Urban Migration: One of the most significant trends in India’s
migration pattern is the increasing movement of people from rural to
urban areas. This is primarily driven by the search for better employment
opportunities, higher wages, and improved living conditions. The rapid
urbanization and growth of cities have led to a massive influx of migrants,
resulting in the expansion of urban slums and putting immense pressure
on urban infrastructure and resources.

m Migration for Education: With the expansion of higher education
institutions and the growing importance of education for social mobility,
there has been a surge in migration for educational purposes. Young
people from rural and semi-urban areas are increasingly moving to urban
centers to pursue higher education and professional courses. This has led
to the growth of educational hubs and the emergence of a new class of
migrants — the student migrants.

m Gendered Migration: The gender dynamics of migration have also
undergone significant changes in recent years. While earlier, male
migrants dominated the migration streams, there has been a steady
increase in the number of female migrants, particularly in urban areas.
Women are now migrating independently for work, education, and
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marriage, challenging traditional gender roles and contributing to the
feminization of migration.

m [nternal and International Migration: India has been witnessing both
internal and international migration. While internal migration involves the
movement of people within the country, international migration refers to
the movement of people across national borders. The Gulf countries, North
America, and Europe have emerged as popular destinations for Indian
migrants seeking better job opportunities and higher wages. At the same
time, internal migration, particularly from the eastern and northeastern
states to the southern and western states, has also increased due to
regional disparities in economic development and job opportunities.

m  Circular and Seasonal Migration: Circular and seasonal migration has
become a common feature of India’s migration landscape. This involves
the temporary movement of people, particularly from rural areas, to urban
centers or other rural areas for work during specific seasons or periods.
These migrants often return to their native places after the completion of
their work, only to migrate again when the need arises. This form of
migration is often driven by the agrarian distress and lack of employment
opportunities in rural areas.

m Forced Migration: India has also witnessed instances of forced migration
due to various reasons such as natural disasters, conflicts, and
development-induced displacement. Large-scale displacement has
occurred due to the construction of dams, infrastructure projects, and
urban renewal programs, leading to the uprooting of communities and the
loss of livelihoods.

m Migration and Social Networks: Social networks have played a crucial role
in shaping migration patterns in India. Migrants often rely on their social
networks, including family, friends, and community members, to find jobs,
housing, and other resources in their destination areas. These networks
also provide crucial emotional and financial support to migrants, helping
them navigate the challenges of migration.

m The structure of migration in India has thus undergone significant changes in
recent years, driven by various social, economic, and political factors. These
trends have had a profound impact on the lives of migrants and their families, as
well as on the social fabric of the country. Understanding these trends is essential
for policymakers and researchers to develop appropriate interventions and
policies to address the challenges and harness the potential of migration for
inclusive and sustainable development.
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Discuss different forms of deprivation associated with slums. (UPSC CSE Mains

2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

Slums in India are characterized by overcrowding, inadequate infrastructure, poor
sanitation, and lack of basic amenities. These conditions lead to various forms of
deprivation for the inhabitants, which can be categorized into the following:

Economic Deprivation: Slum dwellers often face economic deprivation due to
limited access to stable and well-paying jobs. Many of them work in the
informal sector, where they are subjected to low wages, job insecurity, and
exploitation. This lack of economic stability makes it difficult for them to break
the cycle of poverty and improve their living conditions.

Social Deprivation: Slum residents often face social exclusion and
discrimination due to their socio-economic status. They are stigmatized and
marginalized by the rest of society, which further limits their access to
resources and opportunities. This social isolation can lead to feelings of
hopelessness and despair, and can also contribute to the prevalence of anti-
social behaviors and crime in slum areas.

Educational Deprivation: Slums often lack access to quality education, as
schools in these areas are usually overcrowded and under-resourced. This
results in high dropout rates and poor educational outcomes for slum children.
Without proper education, these children are less likely to acquire the skills and
knowledge necessary to escape poverty and improve their socio-economic
status.

Health Deprivation: Slum dwellers are exposed to various health risks due to
poor sanitation, contaminated water, and inadequate waste disposal systems.
They are more likely to suffer from communicable diseases such as
tuberculosis, cholera, and malaria, as well as non-communicable diseases like
malnutrition and respiratory illnesses. The lack of access to healthcare facilities
and services further exacerbates these health issues.

Environmental Deprivation: Slums are often located in environmentally
hazardous areas, such as near industrial zones, garbage dumps, or polluted
water bodies. The residents are exposed to harmful pollutants and toxins,
which can have long-term effects on their health and well-being. Moreover, the
lack of proper waste management and sanitation systems in slums contributes
to environmental degradation and pollution.

Housing Deprivation: Slum housing is characterized by overcrowding, poor
ventilation, and lack of basic amenities such as clean water, electricity, and
sanitation facilities. These substandard living conditions not only affect the
physical and mental health of the residents but also make them more
vulnerable to natural disasters such as floods and fires.
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m Political Deprivation: Slum dwellers often lack political representation and are
excluded from decision-making processes that affect their lives. This lack of
political voice and agency makes it difficult for them to advocate for their rights
and demand better living conditions.

Slums in India are hence characterized by multiple forms of deprivation,
which perpetuate a cycle of poverty and marginalization for their residents. Addressing
these deprivations requires a comprehensive and integrated approach that includes
improving access to education, healthcare, housing, and employment opportunities, as
well as promoting social inclusion and political empowerment for slum dwellers.

Bring out the various issues involved in Dalit movements in India. (UPSC CSE
Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

m The Dalit movement in India has a long and complex history, with its roots in the
caste-based social structure that has persisted for centuries. The term “Dalit”
refers to the lowest castes in the Hindu caste hierarchy, who have been subjected
to social, economic, and political marginalization. The Dalit movement aims to
challenge and dismantle the caste system and empower the Dalit community by
addressing various issues that they face. Some of the key issues involved in the
Dalit movement in India are as follows:

m Caste-based discrimination and untouchability: The caste system in India has
led to the social exclusion and marginalization of the Dalit community. They have
been subjected to untouchability, which is the practice of ostracizing a group by
segregating them from the mainstream society. This has resulted in limited social
interaction, restricted access to public spaces, and denial of basic human rights.

m Economic inequality: The caste system has also led to economic disparities
between different caste groups. Dalits have been historically confined to menial
and low-paying jobs, which has resulted in widespread poverty and limited access
to resources. The movement seeks to address this economic inequality by
advocating for land reforms, equal opportunities in education and employment,
and social security measures for the community.

m Political representation and empowerment: The Dalit community has been
underrepresented in the political sphere, which has hindered their ability to
influence policies and decisions that affect their lives. The movement aims to
increase political representation and participation of Dalits in order to empower
the community and ensure that their voices are heard.

m Access to education: Education is a crucial tool for social and economic mobility.
However, the Dalit community has historically faced discrimination and
exclusion in the education system, which has limited their access to quality
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education. The movement seeks to improve access to education for Dalits and
address issues such as discrimination in schools, inadequate infrastructure, and
lack of financial support for education.

m Violence and atrocities against Dalits: The Dalit community has been subjected
to various forms of violence and atrocities, including physical assault, sexual
violence, and social boycotts. The movement seeks to address these issues by
raising awareness, advocating for legal reforms, and providing support to victims
of violence.

m Intersectionality: The Dalit movement recognizes that the issues faced by the
community are not homogenous and that there are multiple layers of
discrimination and marginalization based on gender, religion, and regional
identities. The movement aims to address these intersecting forms of oppression
and work towards a more inclusive and equitable society.

m Identity and cultural assertion: The Dalit movement also seeks to challenge the
negative stereotypes and stigma associated with the Dalit identity and promote a
positive sense of self and cultural pride. This involves reclaiming and celebrating
Dalit history, art, and culture, and asserting their rights to dignity and respect.

Dalit movement in India is a multifaceted struggle that seeks to address
various issues faced by the community, ranging from social and economic
discrimination to political representation and cultural assertion. The movement
aims to dismantle the caste system and empower the Dalit community by
advocating for social, economic, and political equality and justice.

Critically examine the dialectics between ‘development and environment’. (UPSC
CSE Mains 2022 - Sociology, Paper 2)

The unprecedented growth in world production and consumption is leading to
environmental stress through irreversible impacts at local, regional and global
levels. Global warming and ozone level depletion an. examples of global
environmental degradation; acid rain and the state of oceans in several countries
are of international concerns and the more local impacts are due to , air and
water pollution, soil degradation, deforestation etc.

Most environmental issues are related either to the interaction between human
population and natural resources (resource consumption), that is, those caused
by taking resources from the environment or putting waste into the environment,
or factors associated with the sheer growth of the human population. On
examining resource consumption patterns, we find that per capita, consumption
in developed countries is far greater than in developing nations. The
industrialised countries are responsible for the greatest impact of natural
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resource consumption on the global environmental problems like changes in the
atmosphere, while poverty and inability to meet even the basic needs often forces
the use of natural resources in developing countries in ways that lead to
environmental degradation.

Since independence India has made rapid progress. We are becoming
progressively industrialized and urbanised. We have the third largest pool of
scientific and technological manpower after USA and Russia. Industrialisation is
considered a sign of development of a nation and India has seen a five-fold
increase in industrial production in the last thirty years. However, issues related
to development in India are similar to issues faced by other developing countries.
These are:

m Poverty
Clean air
Clean water for drinking and domestic use
Education

Malnutrition, health care and sanitation

Good soil to provide food and fodder to increasing human and livestock
population

Fuel for cooking and heating

Shelter

The dialectics between development and environment in India can be seen in the
tensions between different actors and interests. The state, as the primary agent
of development, often prioritizes economic growth over environmental concerns,
leading to policies and practices that undermine ecological sustainability. At the
same time, civil society organizations, local communities, and environmental
activists have been increasingly vocal in demanding greater attention to
environmental issues and advocating for more sustainable development models.

While there has been some progress in recognizing the need for a more
sustainable development model, significant challenges remain in reconciling the
imperatives of economic growth, social progress, and ecological sustainability.
Addressing these challenges will require a fundamental transformation in the way
development is conceived and pursued, as well as a strengthening of institutions
and governance mechanisms to ensure that environmental concerns are
effectively integrated into development planning and policymaking.
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Discuss the changing nature of industrial working class. (UPSC CSE Mains 2022 -
Sociology, Paper 2)

The industrial working class in India has undergone significant changes in recent years,
primarily due to factors such as globalization, technological advancements, and
economic liberalization. These changes have had a profound impact on the nature of
work, the workforce, and the overall social structure of the industrial working class in
India.

1. Shift from manufacturing to services: With the liberalization of the Indian
economy in the 1990s, there has been a shift from manufacturing-based industries to
service-based industries. This has led to a decline in traditional industrial jobs and an
increase in jobs in the service sector, such as IT, finance, and retail. This shift has also
led to a change in the skill set required for the working class, with a greater emphasis
on education and technical skills.

2. Informalization of labor: A significant trend in the Indian industrial working class
has been the growth of informal employment, which refers to jobs that are not regulated
by labor laws and do not provide social security benefits. Informal workers often face
job insecurity, low wages, and poor working conditions. This trend has been attributed
to factors such as the decline of public sector employment, subcontracting, and the
growth of small-scale industries.

3. Migration and urbanization: The changing nature of the industrial working class
in India has been marked by increased migration from rural to urban areas in search of
better employment opportunities. This has led to the growth of urban slums and
informal settlements, as well as increased competition for jobs and resources in cities.
Migrant workers often face challenges such as discrimination, exploitation, and a lack
of access to social services.

4. Caste and gender dynamics: The industrial working class in India has historically
been dominated by lower caste groups and men. However, recent years have seen an
increase in the participation of women and upper caste individuals in the industrial
workforce. This has led to changing social dynamics within the working class, with the
potential for both increased social mobility and increased tensions between different
caste and gender groups.

5. Labor unions and collective bargaining: The power of labor unions in India has
declined in recent years, due to factors such as the growth of informal employment, the
fragmentation of the working class, and the increasing influence of multinational
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corporations. This has led to a weakening of collective bargaining power for workers and
a decline in the ability of unions to advocate for better wages and working conditions.

6. Technological advancements: The introduction of new technologies in the
industrial sector has led to increased automation and the displacement of some manual
labor jobs. This has created a need for workers to adapt to new skills and job
requirements, as well as contributing to job insecurity for those unable to adapt.

The changing nature of the industrial working class in India has been hence
shaped by a complex interplay of economic, social, and political factors. These changes
have led to both new opportunities and new challenges for the working class, with
implications for social mobility, labor rights, and the overall structure of Indian society.

Europe was the first and the only place where modernity emerged. Comment.
(UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1)

Modernity is linked to the big changes that happened in society, especially in the areas
of social, economic, and cultural change.

1. Economic changes: There was a transition from pre-industrial feudal society to
capitalist industrial society during this period. Earlier most of the people
worked in the fields with feuds’ as owners and ‘serfs’ working under them. Now,
there was a rise of new industries driven by heavy machines which required
additional high labour input. This demand of labour prompted land — workers
to migrate toward cities. In this way there was a sudden and huge out swell in
population of cities which led to the increase of squalor, poverty and
congestion. The new environment in city washighly impersonal and there was
breakdown in older social traditions and relations.

2. Political and ideological changes: There was a transition in political beliefs of
the people. The divine right of monarch/King to rule over the masses was being
questioned. The ideas of democracy, equality, liberty, secularism started
gaining prominence in the efforts of philosophers like Thomas Hobbes, John
Locke etc. French Revolution proved to be a watershed event and held in rapid
propagation of these ideas. The old theological saying that "the rich man in his
castle, and poor man at his gate, God made them highly or lowly and ordered
their estate" was no more being agreed upon to by the people and there was an
increased belief in responsibility of mind towards the fate of society instead of
some supernatural reality of God this let to the separation of church from the
state.
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3. Scientific changes: the old and traditional beliefs, norms and values came
under high stress owing to new discoveries in science and technology. Darwin's
“origin of species”, invention of steam engine by James Watt and many more
new discoveries in natural science made people to question older religious
beliefs. Overall there was a new awareness in society coupled with a visible
poverty.

Europe produced a Scientific Revolution in the Renaissance period of 14th to 16th
century A.D. the impact of the scientific revolution was crucial not just in changing
material life, but also people's ideas about nature and society. Science does not develop
independent of society, rather it develops in response to human needs, for example
various vaccines were not developed just out of the blue, but out of the necessity to cure
diseases. Apart from influencing the physical or material life of society, science is
ultimately connected with ideas. The general intellectual atmosphere existing in society
influences the development of science. Similarly, new developments in science can
change the attitude and believes in other areas as well. New scientific ideas influenced
scholars to think about society in new ways. The emergence of sociology in Europe owes
a great deal to the ideas and discoveries contributed by science. The Renaissance period
saw the beginning of the scientific revolution. It marked an area of description and
criticism in the field of science. It was a clear break from the past, a challenge to old
authority.

To understand these changes there was advent of sociology.

Do you think ethnomethodology helps us in getting reliable and valid data ?
Justify your answer. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1)

m The term ethnomethodology was coined by Harold Garfinkel who is best known
for his work Studies in Ethnomethodology (1967). ‘Ethno’ refers to the stock of
common-sense knowledge available to members of society; ‘methodology’ refers
to the strategies which actors use in different settings to make their meanings
understandable. Ethnomethodology is a perspective within sociology which
focuses on the way people make sense of their everyday world. In this regard,
Garfinkel attests that, “Ethnomethodological studies analyze everyday activities
as members’ methods for making those same activities visibly rational and
reportable for all practical purposes”.

m People are seen as rational actors, but employ practical reasoning rather than
formal logic to make sense of and function in society. It refers to the analysis of
the ways in which we actively make sense of what others mean by what they say
and do. Much of our everyday interaction occurs through informal conversations
with others. Garfinkel analysed these conversations. He showed how these
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conversations are based on shared understandings and knowledge. He refers to
these shared understandings and knowledge as ‘background expectancies’. The
theory argues that human society is entirely dependent on these methods of
achieving and displaying understanding.

m Although this approach was developed by Garfinkel, it is based on Schutz’s
phenomenological reconstruction of Max Weber’s interpretive sociology. Bilton
have attested that, ethnomethodologists work from Schutz’s claim that the social
world is produced and reproduced by the practical actions of actors, on the basis
of taken for granted assumptions. Thus, most importantly, ethnomethodology
has its roots in the fusion of symbolic interactionism and phenomenology.

Merits of ethnomethodology

1. Rich and detailed data: Ethnomethodology can provide rich and detailed
data about people’s everyday lives, which can be difficult to obtain
through other research methods. By observing and analyzing people’s
interactions, researchers can gain insights into the underlying norms,
values, and beliefs that shape their behavior.

2. Contextual understanding: Ethnomethodology allows researchers to
study social phenomena in their natural settings, which can lead to a
more accurate and contextual understanding of the data. This is
particularly useful when studying complex social processes or when
trying to understand the reasons behind people’s actions.

3. Uncovering hidden assumptions: Ethnomethodology can help
researchers uncover hidden assumptions and taken-for-granted
knowledge that people use to navigate their social world. This can be
valuable in understanding the underlying structures and processes that
shape social interactions.

Examples:

1. A study on gender roles in a workplace may use ethnomethodology to
observe and analyze the interactions between male and female
employees. By examining the subtle cues and implicit rules that govern
these interactions, researchers can gain insights into the gender
dynamics and power relations within the organization.

2. Ethnomethodology can be used to study the social interactions within a
specific subculture, such as a group of skateboarders. By observing and
analyzing their conversations, gestures, and practices, researchers can
understand the shared norms and values that bind the group together
and the ways in which they construct their identities.

Demerits of ethnomethodology

m  Subjectivity: Ethnomethodology relies heavily on the researcher’s interpretation
of the data, which can introduce subjectivity and bias. This can be a limitation
when trying to establish the reliability and validity of the findings.
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m Lack of generalizability: The findings from ethnomethodological studies are
often context-specific and may not be generalizable to other settings or
populations. This can limit the applicability of the research to broader social
issues.

m Time-consuming: Ethnomethodological research can be time-consuming, as it
often involves in-depth observations and analysis of social interactions. This
can be a limitation when trying to study large-scale social phenomena or when
working with limited resources.

Ethnomethodology can thus help us obtain reliable and valid data, but it is essential to
recognize its strengths and limitations. When used appropriately and combined with
other research methods, ethnomethodology can provide valuable insights into the
complex social processes that shape our everyday lives.

Discuss the challenges involved in collecting data through census method. (UPSC
CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1)

The census method involves collecting data from every individual in a population, rather
than just a sample. This method is typically used by governments to collect
demographic, social, and economic data about their citizens. While the census method
can provide comprehensive and accurate information about a population, there are
several challenges involved in collecting data through this method. Some of these
challenges include:

1. High cost: Conducting a census is an expensive process, as it requires hiring and
training a large number of enumerators, printing and distributing
questionnaires, and processing and analyzing the collected data. For example,
the 2020 United States Census cost approximately $15.6 billion, making it the
most expensive census in the country’s history.

2. Time-consuming: A census is a time-consuming process, as it requires collecting
data from every individual in a population. This can be particularly challenging
in large and diverse countries, where it may take several months or even years to
complete the data collection process. For instance, the 2011 Indian Census took
21 months to complete, involving around 2.7 million enumerators.

3. Non-response and undercounting: One of the major challenges in conducting a
census is ensuring that every individual is counted. Non-response, where
individuals do not participate in the census, can lead to undercounting and
inaccurate data. This can be due to various reasons, such as lack of awareness,
language barriers, or distrust in the government. For example, during the 2010
United States Census, it was estimated that around 16 million people were not
counted, leading to an undercount rate of 5.3%.
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4. OQvercounting: In some cases, individuals may be counted more than once, leading
to overcounting. This can occur due to errors in data collection or processing, or
when individuals are counted in multiple locations. For example, college students
may be counted both at their college residence and their family home, leading to
an overcount.

5. Privacy concerns: Collecting data on every individual in a population can raise
privacy concerns, as people may be reluctant to share personal information with
the government. This can lead to non-response or inaccurate reporting of data.
For example, in the 2020 United States Census, there were concerns about the
inclusion of a citizenship question, which many believed would discourage
participation among undocumented immigrants.

6. Data quality and accuracy: Ensuring the quality and accuracy of the data
collected during a census is a significant challenge. Errors can occur during data
collection, processing, or analysis, leading to inaccurate results. For example,
during the 2000 United States Census, it was estimated that around 3.3 million
people were incorrectly included or excluded from the final count.

7. Political manipulation: In some cases, there may be attempts to manipulate
census data for political purposes, such as gerrymandering or allocating
resources based on political affiliations. This can undermine the accuracy and
credibility of the census data.

8. Rapid population changes: In areas with rapid population growth or migration,
the data collected during a census may quickly become outdated, limiting its
usefulness for planning and decision-making purposes.

9. Logistical challenges: Conducting a census can involve significant logistical
challenges, particularly in remote or hard-to-reach areas. For example,
enumerators may face difficulties in accessing rural or remote communities, or
in collecting data from individuals living in informal settlements or slums.

10. Cultural and language barriers: In diverse populations, cultural and language
barriers can make it difficult for enumerators to collect accurate data. For
example, in the 2011 Indian Census, enumerators had to navigate over 1,600
languages and dialects spoken across the country.
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Explain whether Durkheim's theory of Division of Labour is relevant in the

present day context. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1)

Durkheim’s theory of Division of Labour is still relevant in the present day context, but
with some modifications and adaptations to the contemporary world. Emile Durkheim,
a French sociologist, developed the theory of Division of Labour in his book “The Division
of Labour in Society” in 1893. According to Durkheim, the division of labour is the
process by which individuals in a society specialize in different tasks and roles, leading
to increased efficiency, productivity, and social cohesion. There are several reasons why
Durkheim’s theory remains relevant today:

1.

Increased productivity and efficiency: The division of labour allows individuals
to specialize in specific tasks, leading to increased productivity and efficiency.
This is still evident in modern economies, where specialization and the division
of labour continue to drive economic growth and development.

Interdependence and social cohesion: Durkheim argued that the division of
labour creates a sense of interdependence among individuals, as they rely on
one another to fulfill their needs. This interdependence fosters social cohesion
and solidarity. In today’s globalized world, this interdependence is even more
pronounced, as countries and individuals rely on one another for resources,
goods, and services.

Adaptation to technological advancements: Durkheim’s theory can be adapted
to account for the impact of technological advancements on the division of
labour. As technology continues to advance, new forms of specialization and
division of labour emerge, further increasing productivity and efficiency.

However, there are also some aspects of Durkheim’s theory that may be less applicable
in the present day context:

1.

Inequality and exploitation: Durkheim’s theory does not fully account for the
potential negative consequences of the division of labour, such as increased
inequality and exploitation. In today’s world, the division of labour can lead to
significant income disparities and the exploitation of workers, particularly in
developing countries.

Loss of individuality and alienation: Durkheim’s theory does not address the
potential loss of individuality and sense of alienation that can result from the
division of labour. In contemporary society, individuals may feel disconnected
from their work and the products they create, leading to a sense of alienation
and dissatisfaction.

Changing nature of work: The nature of work has changed significantly since
Durkheim’s time, with the rise of the gig economy, remote work, and
automation. These changes challenge the traditional division of labour and
require a more flexible and adaptable approach to work and specialization.
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Durkheim’s theory of Division of Labour thus remains relevant in the present day
context, as it helps to explain the continued importance of specialization and
interdependence in modern economies. However, the theory also needs to be adapted
and updated to account for the changing nature of work and the potential negative
consequences of the division of labour, such as inequality, exploitation, and alienation.

Critically examine Max Weber's theory of Social Stratification. (UPSC CSE Mains
2021 - Sociology, Paper 1)

Max Weber’s theory of social stratification is a multidimensional approach to
understanding the hierarchical structure of society. Weber’s theory goes beyond the
economic determinism of Karl Marx’s class theory, as it incorporates three distinct
dimensions of stratification: class, status, and power. While Weber’s theory has been
influential in sociology, it has also been subject to various criticisms.

1. Class: Weber defines class as the economic dimension of social stratification,
which is determined by an individual’s relationship to the means of production
and their market position. This includes factors such as income, wealth, and
occupation. Weber’s concept of class differs from Marx’s in that it is not solely
based on ownership of the means of production but also includes the skills and
qualifications that an individual possesses.

m Weber’s concept of class has been criticized for being too vague and not
providing a clear distinction between different classes. Additionally,
Weber’s emphasis on the market position of individuals has been criticized
for not accounting for the structural factors that influence one’s economic
opportunities, such as education and social networks.

2. Status: Status refers to the social dimension of stratification, which is
determined by the prestige, honor, and esteem associated with an individual’s
position in society. Status groups are formed based on shared cultural values,
norms, and lifestyles. Weber argues that status groups can exist independently
of class, as individuals with similar economic positions may have different levels
of prestige and social honor.

m Critics argue that Weber’s concept of status is too subjective and difficult
to measure empirically. Additionally, some argue that status groups are
not as independent of class as Weber suggests, as economic factors often
play a significant role in determining an individual’s social standing.

3. Power: Power refers to the political dimension of stratification, which is
determined by an individual’s ability to influence and control others. Weber
distinguishes between two types of power: legitimate authority, which is based
on the belief in the legitimacy of a ruler, and illegitimate power, which is based
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on coercion and force. Weber identifies three types of legitimate authority:
traditional, charismatic, and legal-rational.

m  Weber’s concept of power has been criticized for being too focused on the
individual level and not accounting for the structural factors that
influence power dynamics in society. Additionally, some argue that
Weber’s typology of legitimate authority is too simplistic and does not
account for the complex ways in which power is exercised in modern
societies.

Max Weber’s theory of social stratification has been thus influential in providing a
multidimensional approach to understanding the hierarchical structure of society.
However, it has also been subject to various criticisms, particularly regarding the clarity
and empirical validity of its concepts. Despite these criticisms, Weber’s theory remains
an important contribution to the study of social stratification and continues to inform
contemporary sociological research.

From the viewpoint of growing importance of multidisciplinarity, how do you
relate sociology to other social sciences ?(UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology,
Paper 1)

Sociology, as a discipline, is concerned with understanding human behavior, social
interactions, and the structures and processes that shape society. Other social
sciences, such as anthropology, psychology, political science, and economics, also
seek to understand various aspects of human behavior and society. The
interrelationship between these disciplines can be seen through the shared theories,
concepts, and research methods that they employ.

1. Anthropology: Both sociology and anthropology study human societies, cultures,
and social institutions. While anthropology traditionally focuses on non-Western
societies and small-scale communities, sociology often examines modern, complex
societies. However, both disciplines share an interest in understanding social norms,
values, and practices. Key theories that overlap between the two fields include cultural
relativism, which emphasizes the importance of understanding cultures in their own
context, and structural functionalism, which posits that social institutions serve
specific functions to maintain societal stability.

2. Psychology: Sociology and psychology both aim to understand human behavior,
but they approach it from different perspectives. While psychology focuses on
individual behavior and mental processes, sociology examines how social structures
and institutions influence individuals and groups. Despite these differences, the two
disciplines often intersect, particularly in the field of social psychology. Theories such
as symbolic interactionism, which emphasizes the role of symbols and language in
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shaping social interactions, and social identity theory, which explores how individuals
form their sense of self based on their group memberships, are examples of the
interplay between sociology and psychology.

3. Political Science: Sociology and political science both study the organization and
functioning of societies, with political science focusing specifically on political systems
and power structures. The two disciplines often overlap in their analysis of social
movements, public opinion, and the role of the state in shaping society. Theories such
as pluralism, which posits that power is distributed among various interest groups in
society, and Marxism, which emphasizes the role of economic structures and class
struggle in shaping political systems, are examples of the connections between
sociology and political science.

4. Economics: While economics primarily studies the production, distribution, and
consumption of goods and services, it also intersects with sociology in its examination
of how economic systems shape social structures and individual behavior. Theories
such as Max Weber’s concept of the “Protestant ethic,” which argues that the rise of
capitalism was influenced by religious beliefs, and Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of
“economic capital,” which posits that individuals’ social status is influenced by their
economic resources, demonstrate the interplay between sociology and economics.

Sociology is hence closely related to other social sciences through shared
theories, concepts, and research methods. The growing importance of
multidisciplinarity highlights the need for collaboration and integration among these
disciplines, as they each contribute unique perspectives and insights to our
understanding of human behavior and society. By drawing on the strengths of each
discipline, researchers can develop more comprehensive and nuanced explanations of
the complex social phenomena that shape our world.

How far are sociologists justified in using positivist approach to understand
social reality ? Explain with suitable illustrations. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 -
Sociology, Paper 1)

Positivism is a philosophical approach that emphasizes the importance of empirical
evidence, scientific methods, and objectivity in understanding social reality. It is based
on the belief that the same methods used in natural sciences can be applied to the
study of social phenomena. However, the use of positivist approach in sociology has
been a subject of debate among scholars. Some argue that it is an appropriate method
for understanding social reality, while others claim that it is too limiting and overlooks
the complexity of human behavior and social interactions. This essay will discuss the
extent to which sociologists are justified in using the positivist approach to
understand social reality, with suitable illustrations.
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Merits of Positivist Approach in Sociology

1. Empirical Evidence and Objectivity - One of the main strengths of the positivist
approach in sociology is its emphasis on empirical evidence and objectivity. By using
scientific methods and relying on observable data, positivist sociologists can minimize
the influence of personal biases and subjective interpretations. This allows for a more
accurate and reliable understanding of social reality. For example, Durkheim’s study
on suicide rates across different societies used statistical data to identify social factors
that contribute to suicide, such as social integration and regulation.

2. Generalizability and Predictability - Another advantage of the positivist approach is
its ability to identify patterns and trends in social phenomena, which can lead to
generalizable theories and predictions. By using quantitative methods and large-scale
data, positivist sociologists can uncover relationships between variables and make
predictions about future social behavior. For instance, studies on the relationship
between education and income have consistently shown that individuals with higher
levels of education tend to have higher incomes, allowing sociologists to predict the
economic outcomes of different educational policies.

3. Practical Applications and Policy Implications - The positivist approach in sociology
also has practical applications and policy implications. By identifying the causes and
consequences of social phenomena, positivist research can inform policymakers and
help them develop effective interventions and policies. For example, research on the
effects of poverty on children’s educational outcomes has led to the development of
targeted programs and policies aimed at reducing the achievement gap between low-
income and high-income students.

Limitations

1. Oversimplification of Social Reality - One of the main criticisms of the positivist
approach in sociology is that it tends to oversimplify social reality by reducing complex
social phenomena to measurable variables and relationships. This can lead to a
narrow and superficial understanding of social issues, neglecting the underlying
meanings, values, and interpretations that shape human behavior and social
interactions. For example, measuring social class solely based on income and
occupation may overlook the importance of cultural capital, social networks, and
subjective experiences of social class.

2. Ignoring Subjectivity and Interpretation - Another limitation of the positivist
approach is its disregard for subjectivity and interpretation in understanding social
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reality. By focusing on objective data and observable behavior, positivist sociology may
fail to capture the subjective experiences, emotions, and meanings that are central to
human social life. For instance, a positivist study on religious beliefs may focus on the
frequency of religious practices and ignore the personal meanings and interpretations
that individuals attach to their religious beliefs and experiences.

3. Ethical and Practical Challenges - Finally, the positivist approach in sociology may
face ethical and practical challenges in studying certain social phenomena. Some
research topics, such as intimate relationships or criminal behavior, may be difficult
to study using objective and quantitative methods due to privacy concerns and the
sensitive nature of the issues. Moreover, the reliance on large-scale data and
statistical techniques may limit the ability of positivist sociology to study small-scale
or unique social phenomena.

While the positivist approach offers valuable insights through empirical evidence,
objectivity, and generalizability, it also tends to oversimplify social reality and neglect
the importance of subjectivity and interpretation. Hence, sociologists should be
cautious in relying solely on the positivist approach to study social phenomena.
Instead, they should consider adopting a more balanced and integrative approach that
combines the strengths of positivism with other perspectives, such as interpretive and
critical approaches, to gain a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of
social reality. For instance, a mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative and
qualitative methods can provide a more in-depth understanding of social phenomena
by capturing both the objective patterns and the subjective experiences of individuals.
Additionally, engaging in interdisciplinary research that draws on insights from other
social sciences, such as psychology, anthropology, and history, can help sociologists
develop a more holistic and contextualized understanding of social reality

How is sociology related to common sense?. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology,
Paper 1)

m Sociology draws a great deal from commonsense as the former touches the
everyday experiences of lay persons. As a result there is a tendency to use one in
place of the other. Sociological knowledge tends to be general, if not universal, on
the other hand commonsense knowledge is particular and localised.

m Commonsense is not only localised it is also unreflective since it does not
question its own origin and presuppositions.

m Further, sociology also helps us to show that commonsense is highly variable.
Sociology helps us to understand a society and this could be deepened and
broadened by systematic comparison between one society with other whereas
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commonsense is not in a position to reach such an understanding. This becomes
possible because sociology makes use of its tools and techniques for systematic
investigation of the object while commonsense involves preconception, which is
rejected by sociology.

m Commonsense easily constructs imaginary social arrangements which is utopian
whereas sociology is anti utopian in its central preoccupation with the
disjunction between ideal and reality in human societies.

m Sociology is also anti-fatalistic in its orientation. It does not accept the particular
constraints taken for granted by commonsense as eternal or immutable. It
provides a clearer awareness than commonsense of the range of alternatives that
have been or may be devised for the attainment of broadly the same ends.
Sociology is further value neutral and free of all forms of biases and value
judgements but commonsense is often a source of biases and errors.

m Commonsense knowledge is the routine knowledge people have of their everyday
world and activities. Different sociological approaches adopt different attitudes to
commonsense knowledge. The concept is central to Alfred Schutz’s
phenomenological sociology, where it refers to organized and typified stocks of
taken for granted knowledge upon which actiivities are based and that in the
natural attitude are not questioned. For ethnomethodologizts commonsense or
tacit knowledge is a constant achievement in which people draw on implicit rules
of how to carry on and which produce a sense of organisation and coherence. For
symbolic interactionists and other interpretive sociologists there is a less rigorous
analysis of commonsense knowledge, but the central aim of sociology is seen as
explicating and elaborating people’s conceptions of the social world.

m However, some sociologists see commonsense knowledge as different from, if not
opposed to, sociological understanding. For Durkheim sociology must break free
of the prejudice of commonsense perceptions before it can produce scientific
knowledge of the social world. For Marxists much commonsense knowledge is
ideological or at least very limited in its understanding of the world. Therefore, to
begin with we should see the difference between knowledge derived from
commonsense and those having origin in sociological research and systematic
methods.

Sociology is hence related to common sense in that both seek to understand
human behavior and social phenomena. However, sociology goes beyond common sense
by employing systematic research methods and theoretical frameworks to analyze social
patterns and relationships. Sociologists often challenge common sense assumptions
and reveal the underlying social structures and processes that shape human behavior,
providing a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of society.
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How do qualitative and quantitative methods supplement each other in
sociological enquiry?. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1)

Qualitative and quantitative methods are two distinct approaches to sociological
enquiry, each with its own strengths and weaknesses. By combining these methods,
researchers can gain a more comprehensive understanding of the social phenomena
they are studying. Qualitative methods focus on exploring the meanings,
interpretations, and experiences of individuals and groups, while quantitative methods
emphasize the measurement and analysis of numerical data. Together, they can
provide a more complete picture of social reality.

1. Triangulation: Using both qualitative and quantitative methods can help
researchers triangulate their findings, meaning they can cross-check and validate
their results. This can increase the credibility and reliability of the research. For
example, a researcher studying the impact of social media on political engagement
might use quantitative methods to analyze large-scale survey data on social media
usage and voting patterns, while also conducting qualitative interviews with
individuals to explore their personal experiences and motivations for engaging with
political content online.

2. Exploratory and confirmatory research: Qualitative methods are often used in
the exploratory phase of a research project, helping researchers identify key themes,
patterns, and relationships that can be further investigated using quantitative
methods. For instance, a researcher interested in understanding the factors that
contribute to high school dropout rates might begin by conducting focus groups with
students, teachers, and parents to identify potential factors. Based on these findings,
the researcher could then design a quantitative survey to test the relationships
between these factors and dropout rates in a larger sample.

3. Contextualization: Qualitative methods can provide rich contextual information
that helps researchers interpret quantitative findings. For example, a researcher
analyzing crime rates in different neighborhoods might find that areas with higher
levels of poverty have higher crime rates. By conducting qualitative interviews with
residents in these neighborhoods, the researcher can gain insights into the lived
experiences of poverty and how it might contribute to crime, such as lack of access to
education, employment opportunities, and social support networks.

4. Hypothesis generation: Qualitative research can help generate hypotheses that
can then be tested using quantitative methods. For instance, a researcher conducting
in-depth interviews with individuals experiencing homelessness might find that many
participants mention a lack of affordable housing as a significant barrier to finding
stable housing. This finding could lead the researcher to develop a hypothesis that
increasing the availability of affordable housing would reduce homelessness rates,
which could then be tested using quantitative methods, such as analyzing housing
market data and homelessness rates over time.
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5. Understanding complexity and nuance: Social phenomena are often complex
and multifaceted, and using both qualitative and quantitative methods can help
researchers capture this complexity. For example, a researcher studying the impact of
gender on career advancement might use quantitative methods to analyze salary data
and promotion rates by gender, while also conducting qualitative interviews with
employees to explore their experiences of gender discrimination, work-life balance, and
career aspirations. By combining these methods, the researcher can gain a more
nuanced understanding of the ways in which gender shapes career outcomes.

Qualitative and quantitative methods can hence supplement each other in
sociological enquiry by providing different types of data and insights, allowing
researchers to triangulate their findings, explore and confirm relationships,
contextualize results, generate hypotheses, and capture the complexity and nuance of
social phenomena.

Critically examine the dialectics involved in each mode of production as
propounded by Karl Marx. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology, Paper 1)

Dialectical materialism is the scientific methodology developed by Marx and Engels for
the interpretation of history. Here, Marx has borrowed heavily from his predecessors,
particularly, the Geman philosopher Hegel. Dialectics is a very old methodology,
employed to discover truth by exposing contradictions, through a clash of opposite
ideas. Hegel refined it by developing the trilogy of thesis, anti-thesis and synthesis. It is
popularly known as the Dialectical Triad. Progress or growth takes place through the
dialectical process. At every stage of growth, it is characterised by contradictions. These
contradictions induce further changes, progress, and development. The thesis is
challenged by its anti-thesis. Both contain elements of truth and falsehood. Truth is
permanent, but falsehood is transitory. In the ensuing conflict of the thesis and the anti-
thesis, the truth remains, but the false elements are destroyed. These false elements
constitute contradictions. The true elements of both the thesis and the anti-thesis are
fused together in a synthesis. This evolved synthesis during the course of time becomes
a thesis and so, it is again challenged by its opposite anti-thesis, which again results in
a synthesis. This process of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis continues until the stage
of perfection is reached. In this evolutionary process, a stage will come, when there will
be no false elements. These will be destroyed at different stages of evolution. Ultimately,
only the truth remains, because it is never destroyed. It will constitute the perfect stage
and there will be no contradictions and so, there will be no further growth. The
dialectical process will come to an end after arriving at the perfect truth. It is the
contradictions, which move the dialectical process and a complete elimination of
contradictions marks the end of the dialectical process itself.
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Contradictions

Thesis ~ Antithesis

Dialectical Change

Materialism &

Synthesis

According to Marx, the material or the economic forces are in the substructure and the
idea is a part of the superstructure. Idea is the reflection of material forces. The
economic forces determine the idea and not viceversa.

Historical materialism is a dialectical theory of human progress. It regards history as
the development of human beings’ efforts to master the forces of nature and, hence, of
production. Since all production is carried out within social organisation, history is the
succession of changes in social system, the development of human relations geared to
productive activity (mode of production) in which the economic system forms the base
and all other relationships, institutions, activities, and idea systems are
“superstructural”.

History is progress because human beings’ ability to produce their “forces of production”
continually increases. It is regression because in perfecting the forces of production they
create more and more complex and oppressive social organisation.

Stages of History and Class Conflict at

Each Stage

Oppressing Oppressed
Stage Class Class
Primitive
Communism No classes = No Conflict
Slavery Slave Owners Slaves
Feudalism Landowners Serfs
Capitalism Bourgeoisie Proletariat
Socialism State Managers |Workers
Communism No Classes = No Conflict
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Do you agree with Max Weber's idea that bureaucracy has the potential to
become an iron cage ? Justify your answer. (UPSC CSE Mains 2021 - Sociology,
Paper 1)

Max Weber, a prominent German sociologist, argued that bureaucracy, as a rational
and efficient organizational structure, has the potential to become an “iron cage” that
traps individuals in a rigid and inflexible system. According to Weber, the bureaucratic
system is characterized by a strict hierarchy, division of labor, and a set of formal
rules and procedures. While these features can contribute to efficiency and
predictability, they can also lead to dehumanization, alienation, and a loss of
individual freedom.

There are several reasons why one might agree with Weber’s idea:

1. Bureaucracy can lead to excessive red tape and inefficiency: The strict rules and
procedures that characterize bureaucracy can sometimes create unnecessary barriers
and delays in decision-making processes. This can result in a lack of responsiveness
to changing circumstances and hinder innovation.

2. Bureaucracy can be dehumanizing: The impersonal nature of bureaucratic
organizations can lead to the treatment of individuals as mere cogs in the machine,
rather than as unique human beings with their own needs, desires, and aspirations.
This can result in a loss of individuality and a sense of alienation.

3. Bureaucracy can limit individual freedom and autonomy: The hierarchical structure
of bureaucracy can restrict the ability of individuals to make decisions and exercise
their own judgment. This can lead to a sense of powerlessness and frustration, as
people feel trapped within the confines of the bureaucratic system.

4. Bureaucracy can perpetuate inequality: Bureaucratic systems can reinforce existing
power structures and contribute to the concentration of power in the hands of a few.
This can lead to a lack of social mobility and perpetuate social and economic
inequalities.

However, there are also arguments against the idea that bureaucracy necessarily leads
to an iron cage:

1. Bureaucracy can promote fairness and impartiality: The formal rules and
procedures of bureaucracy can help to ensure that decisions are made based on
objective criteria, rather than personal biases or favoritism. This can promote a sense
of fairness and trust in institutions.

2. Bureaucracy can provide stability and predictability: The standardized procedures
and routines of bureaucracy can create a sense of stability and predictability, which
can be beneficial for both organizations and individuals.
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3. Bureaucracy can be reformed and adapted: While Weber’s analysis highlights some
of the potential negative consequences of bureaucracy, it is important to recognize that
bureaucratic systems can be reformed and adapted to better serve the needs of
individuals and society. This can involve reducing unnecessary red tape, promoting
greater flexibility and responsiveness, and fostering a more human-centered approach
to organizational management.

Weber’s idea that bureaucracy hence has the potential to become an iron cage is a
valuable insight that highlights some of the potential pitfalls of bureaucratic systems.
However, it is also important to recognize that bureaucracy can have positive aspects
and can be reformed to better serve the needs of individuals and society.
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