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Zealandia
In News

Researchers from GNS Science in New Zealand
have announced that they mapped the shape
and size of the Zealandia continent in
unprecedented detail.

Zealandia

e Zealandia also known as the New Zealand
continent, is an almost entirely submerged
mass of continental crust that subsided after
breaking away from Gondwanaland.

e It has variously been described as a
continental fragment, a microcontinent, a
submerged continent, and a continent.

e The name and concept for Zealandia was
proposed by Bruce Luyendyk in 1995.

Background

e Scientists confirmed the existence of an
eighth continent, called Zealandia, under New
Zealand and the surrounding ocean in 2017.

e Because 94% of Zealandia’s 2 million square
miles are underwater, mapping the continent is
challenging.

Findings

e Zealandia‘s area is nearly 2 million square
miles (5 million square kilometers) — about
half the size of Australia.

e But only 6% of the continent is above sea
level. That part underpins New Zealand’s
north and south islands and the island of
New Caledonia.

e Latest map depicts coastlines, territorial

limits, and the names of major undersea
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features. The map is part of a global initiative to
map the planet’s entire ocean floor by 2030.

e This map also reveals where Zealandia sits
across various tectonic plates, which of those
plates are being pushed under the other in a
process known as subduction, and how quickly
that movement is happening.
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Juneteenth Day
In News

The Greensboro City Council unanimously
approved adding Juneteenth as a paid holiday
for city employees starting mnext year.
Greensboro is a city in North Carolina.

Juneteenth

Juneteenth, a day celebrated on June 19 every
year, commemorates the official end of slavery
in the United States. The Emancipation
Proclamation was signed and granted slaves
their freedom over two years earlier but it took
until June 19, 1865, until the last of the slaves
in Texas were proclaimed free.
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Significance

e Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated
commemoration of the ending of slavery in the
United States.

e In addition to marking a date of major
significance in American history, Juneteenth
has always been both a day of remembrance
and an opportunity for African-Americans to
honor their history and celebrate Black culture.
e The day has evolved over the years with
people and communities developing their own
traditions and customs. For instance, some
communities purchased land for celebrating the
day, such as Emancipation Park in Houston,
Texas.

e Juneteenth was recognised as an official
holiday in Texas on January 1, 1980.

e For Texans, the first Juneteenth celebration
started from 1866, with community-centric
events such as parades, cookouts, prayer
gatherings, historical and cultural readings and
musical performances.

e With the recent killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis and Rayshard Brooks in Atlanta by
white policemen and the continuing protests
over the treatment of African Americans by law
enforcement, there is much discussion and
introspection about race in America.

Emancipation Proclamation

On January 1, 1863, then-president Abraham
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation,
which declared that “all persons held as slaves”
within the states in rebellion “are, and
henceforward shall be free.” There were some
four million slaves at the time.

On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon
Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas and
announced the end of both the Civil War and
slavery. Since then, Juneteenth has become a
largely symbolic date representing freedom for
African Americans.
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Chaolung Sukapha
In News

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has
ordered the arrest of a Kolkata-based political
commentator, Garga Chatterjee, who had
described Chaolung Sukapha as a “Chinese
invader”.

Chaolung Sukapha

e Chaolung Sukaphaa, the first Ahom king in
medieval Assam, was the founder of the Ahom
kingdom. He ruled Assam for six centuries.

o Contemporary scholars trace his roots to
Burma.

e Sukapha was a leader of the Ahoms. He
reached Brahmaputra valley in Assam from
upper Burma in the 13th century with around
9,000 followers.

e According to the book 'A History of Assam/,
which is written by Sir Edward Gait, Sukapha is
said to have left a place called Maulung in AD
1215 with eight nobles and 9,000 men, women
and children — mostly men.

e He had with him two elephants, and 300
horses. Gait wrote that in 1235, Sukapha and
his people settled in Charaideo in upper Assam
after wandering about for years, defeating those
who protested his advance, and temporarily
staying at different locations.

Importance of Sukapha

e Sukapha’s significance - especially in today’s
Assam - lies in his successful efforts towards
assimilation of different communities and
tribes. He is widely referred to as the architect
of “Bor Asom” or “greater Assam”.

e To commemorate Sukapha and his rule,
Assam celebrates “Asom Divas” on December 2
every year.

Ahom Kingdom

e The Ahom kingdom was a late medieval
kingdom in the Brahmaputra Valley in Assam.
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e It is well known for maintaining its
sovereignty for nearly 600 years and
successfully resisting Mughal expansion in
Northeast India.

e Kingdom expanded under Suhungmung in
the 16th century and became multi-ethnic in
character, casting a profound effect on the
political and social life of the entire
Brahmaputra valley.

e The kingdom became weaker with the rise of
the Moamoria rebellion, and subsequently fell to
repeated Burmese invasions of Assam.

e The founders of the Ahom kingdom had their
own language and followed their own religion.
Over the centuries, the Ahoms accepted the
Hindu religion and the Assamese language.

e Today, the Ahom community is estimated to
number between 4 million and 5 million.

o Sukapha developed very amiable
relationships with the tribal communities living
here — especially the Sutias, the Morans and
the Kacharis. Intermarriage also increased
assimilation processes.

Dharma Chakra Day
In News

The International Buddhist Confederation (IBC)
in partnership with the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India will celebrate the Asadha
Poornima on July 4, 2020, as Dharma Chakra
Day. It will be the annual flagship event of IBC.

e The day is celebrated to commemorate Lord
Buddha’s first sermon to his first five asceptic
disciples.

Highlights

e The day is celebrated by the Buddhists all
over the world.

e The Dharma Chakra Day means “Turning of
the Wheel of Dharma”.

e The day is also observed as Guru Poornima
by both Buddhists and Hindus.
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e During this day, devotees mark reverence to
their gurus.

Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta

e [t refers to a record of the first teaching given
by the Buddha to the five ascetics at Sarnath
after he attained enlightenment.

e Here, Buddha conferred his first teaching on
the Four Noble Truths: the truth of the
suffering, the truths of the causes of the
suffering (the afflictive mental states and the
fundamental ignorance), the truth of the
possibility of the cessation of suffering, and the
truth of the path that leads to this cessation.

Kushok Bakula Rinpoche
In News

During Prime Minister's Ladakh visit, he
recalled greatness of Ladakh’s culture as well as
the noble teachings of Kushok Bakula
Rimpoche.

Kushok Bakula Rinpoche

e Ngawang Lobzang Thupstan Chognor,
commonly known as 19th Kushok Bakula
Rinpoche was a Buddhist lama.

e He is mainly known for his efforts in reviving
Buddhism in Mongolia and Russia by linking
them with the community of Tibetan exiles in
India.

e He was born in the Matho branch of the
Royal House of Ladakh, India.

e Later he served in the Parliament of India,
and was deeply engaged with welfare, education
and rights of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes of India.

e In his later years, he became India's
Ambassador in Mongolia.

e He was awarded the Padma Bhushan in
1988.

e The airport at Leh in the Indian region of
Ladakh is named after him.
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Nag River
In News

The Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court
observed that Industrialisation and
urbanisation has reduced Nag river to a cursed
lady by heavily polluting it.

About

e The Nag River is a river flowing through the
city of Nagpur in Maharashtra. Nagpur city
derives its name from the Nag river.

e Forming a part of the Kanhan-Pench river
system, the Nag River originates in Lava hills
near wadi.

o The river serves as drainage for Nagpur and
as a result its ecosystem is heavily polluted
by urban waste from the city. The Nag River
Rejuvenation was cleared by National River
Conservation Directorate in November 2019.

Rising Earthquakes
In News

Eleven minor earthquakes have been recorded
in and around Delhi since May, the most
powerful of which happened to be of magnitude
3.4.

o These recent earthquakes have triggered
discussions on the possibility of increased
seismicity around Delhi, and fears of an
impending big earthquake sometime soon.

e None of these apprehensions have any
scientific basis.

Earthquake

e An earthquake is what happens when two
blocks of the earth suddenly slip past one
another.

. Sometimes an earthquake has

foreshocks. These are smaller earthquakes that

happen in the same place as the larger
earthquake that follows. Scientists can’t tell
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that an earthquake is a foreshock until the
larger earthquake happens.

e The largest, main earthquake is called the
mainshock. Mainshocks always have
aftershocks that follow. These are smaller
earthquakes that occur afterwards in the same
place as the mainshock. Depending on the size
of the mainshock, aftershocks can continue for
weeks, months, and even years after the
mainshock!

The Lancet Report on India’s Population
In News

According to the Lancet Report, India will be the
world’s most populous country by 2100.

The number of working-age adults aged 20-64
in India is projected to fall from around 762
million in 2017 to around 578 million in 2100.
However, India has been forecasted to have the
largest working-age population in the world by
2100.

Findings

e The global TFR in the reference scenario was
forecasted to be 1:66 (95% UI 1-:33-2:08) in
2100.

e In the reference scenario, the global
population was projected to peak in 2064 at
9-73 billion (8:84-10-9) people and decline to
8:79 billion (6:83-11-8) in 2100.

e The reference projections for the five largest
countries in 2100 were India (1:09 billion
[0-72-1-71], Nigeria (791 million [594-1056]),
China (732 million [456-1499]), the USA
(336 million [248-456]), and Pakistan (248
million [151-427]).

e Findings also suggest a shifting age
structure in many parts of the world, with
2:37 billion (1-:91-2:87) individuals older
than 65 years and 1:70 billion (1-11-2-81)
individuals younger than 20 years,
forecasted globally in 2100.

. By 2050, 151 countries were forecasted

to have a TFR lower than the replacement level
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(TFR <2-1), and 183 were forecasted to have a
TFR lower than replacement by 2100. 23
countries in the reference scenario, including
Japan, Thailand, and Spain, were forecasted to
have population declines greater than 50% from
2017 to 2100; China's population was
forecasted to decline by 48:0% (-6-1 to 68-4).

e China was forecasted to become the largest
economy by 2035 but in the reference scenario,
the USA was forecasted to once again become
the largest economy in 2098.

e Our alternative scenarios suggest that meeting
the Sustainable Development Goals targets for
education and contraceptive met need would
result in a global population of 6:29 billion
(4-82-8:73) in 2100 and a population of 6:88
billion (527-9-51) when assuming 99th
percentile rates of change in these drivers.

Conclusion

The report suggests that the countries should
move towards liberal migration policies, survival
improvements at all ages, economic
independence to women, and investment in the
advanced technology that can compensate for
the human shortage.

Though the current population levels favour
India for decades to come, it will eventually see
a decline in its working age population. This
means, the governments must focus on
augmenting the existing elderly care centres,
more resources must be poured into geriatric
care, and develop technological capabilities that
will compensate for the less working age
population.

But, the reality is, India is not thinking in that
direction. Across the country, elderly care is
being considered as a loss of investment. In the
coming future, there will be a huge demand for
elderly homes. Estimates from 2011 Census
suggest that there is a need for 2.4 lakh elderly
residential units in urban areas and 51,500
units in rural areas. As the elderly population
increases, the requirement for these houses
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increases. But, India is nowhere near having
such facilities by 2100.

Any country that doesn’t care for its elderly is a
country with a weak moral core. When the
country is aspiring to be one among the best of
nations in the world, India cannot ignore its
elderly. It is time, the government enacted
policies for its future elderly population.

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
In News

The Union Cabinet approved the ‘Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund’, a Central Sector Scheme.

About

e The Union Cabinet chaired by Shri Narendra
Modi had approved a new pan-India Central
Sector Scheme named ‘Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund’.

e Under the scheme, the banks and financial
institutions will provide Rs. One Lakh Crore as
loans for developing agriculture infrastructure.

e The loan beneficiaries under the scheme-
Primary Agricultural Credit Society (PACS),
Marketing Co-operative Societies, Farmers
Producers Organizations (FPO), Self Help Group
(SHG), Joint  Liability =~ Groups (JLG),
Multipurpose Cooperative Society, Startups,
Agri-entrepreneurs, Farmers, Aggregation
Infrastructure Providers and Central/State
agency or Local Body sponsored by the Public-
Private Partnership Project.

e For the current year Rs. 10,000 crore is
sanctioned and Rs. 30,000 crore each for the
next three financial years.

e The Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro
and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme will
facility credit guarantee coverage for eligible
borrowers, for a loan up to Rs. 2 crore.

e The FPO promotion scheme of the
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and
Farmers Welfare (DACFW) provides the credit
guarantee for FPOs.
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e The total budgetary support outflow by the
Government of India is Rs. 10,736 crore.

e The moratorium under this scheme is a
minimum of 6 months and a maximum of 2
years.

e The scheme is monitored and managed by an
online Management Information Systems (MIS)
platform.

e The MIS platform provides benefits such as
scheme details, transparency of interest rates,
minimum documentation, faster approval
process and integration with other schemes.

e To ensure real-time monitoring and effective
feed-back the National, State and District level
monitoring schemes will be set up.

Features of the Scheme

e The Agriculture Infrastructure Scheme
provides a medium-long term debt financing
facilities.

e Provides interest subvention and financial
support for projects like  post-harvest
management infrastructure and community
farming assets.

e The interest subvention under this scheme is
3% per annum up to limit of Rs 2 crore and for
seven years.

e The project provides formal credit to farm and
farm processing based activities.

¢ Provides job opportunities in rural areas.

Sahakar Mitra

The Ministry for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare
recently launched Sahakar Mitra, a Scheme on
Internship Programme (SIP).

About
e Sahakar Mitra will provide young
professionals an opportunity of practical

exposure and learning from the working of
National Cooperative Development Corporation
(NCDC) and cooperatives as a paid intern.
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e It is expected to assist cooperative
institutions access new and innovative ideas of
young professionals while the interns gain
experience of working in the field giving
confidence to be selfreliant.

e It would also provide an opportunity to
professionals from academic institutions to
develop leadership and entrepreneurial roles
through cooperatives as Farmers Producers
Organizations (FPO).

e NCDC has earmarked funds for Sahakar
Mitra paid internship program under which
each intern will get financial support over a 4
months internship period.

Eligibility

e Professional graduates in disciplines such as
agriculture and allied areas, IT etc. will be
eligible for internship.

e Professionals who are pursuing or have
completed their MBA degrees in agri-business,
cooperation, finance, international trade,

forestry, rural development, project
management etc. will also be eligible.

Sree Sree JoyKali Matar temple
In News

India begins reconstruction of 300-year-old Sree
Sree Joy Kali Matar Temple in Bangladesh's
northern Natore district. The reconstruction is
happening with Indian grant assistance of
Bangladeshi Taka 97 lakhs and a total cost of
Bangladeshi Taka of 1.33 Crores under the
High Impact Community Development Project
(HICDP) scheme of India.

About temple

e Sree Sree JoyKali Matar Temple is one of the
oldest temples situated in Natore and was built
at the beginning of 18th century by Dayaram
Roy, Dewan of Queen Bhahani of Natore and
the founder of Dighapatia Royal Family. The
compound of the temple also houses a Lord
Shiva temple.
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e Durga and Kali Puja are celebrated every year
at the temple.

e India is also funding the construction of
Ramakrishna Temple, Restoration of Sree Sree
Anandomoyee Kali Mata Mandir in the country.

Kashmir Saffron Gets
Indication Tag

Geographical

In News

The Union government issued a certificate of GI
registration for the saffron grown in the
Kashmir Valley.

e Pampore, the hub of saffron in Kashmir, is
expected to have a bumper crop of the spice this
season due to initiatives taken by the National
Mission on Saffron (NMS).

e The GI certification will stop the prevalent
adulteration of Kashmir saffron, thereby,
authenticated saffron will fetch much better
prices.

e Kashmir saffron is the only one in the world
grown at an altitude of 1600 metres which
differentiates it from other varieties due to its
unique characteristics like longer and thicker
stigma, natural deep-red colour, high aroma,
bitter flavor and chemical-free processing.

e With the GI tag, Kashmir saffron will acquire
more prominence in export market and will help
farmers get the best price for it.

Tuting-Tidding Suture Zone (TTSZ)
In News

A study by the Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology (WIHG), an autonomous institute of the
Department of Science & Technology (DST),
revealed that the Tuting-Tidding Suture Zone
(TTSZ) is generating moderate earthquakes at
two different depths.

Highlights of the study

e The Eastern Himalayas in Arunachal Pradesh
is generating moderate earthquakes at two
different depths. Low magnitude earthquakes
~~~ ~~—~~~—+-gted at 1-15 km depth, and slightly
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higher than 4.0 magnitude earthquakes are
mostly generated from 25-35 km depth.

e The crustal thickness in this area varies from
46.7 km beneath the Brahmaputra Valley to
about 55 km in the higher elevations of
Arunachal, with a marginal uplift of the contact
that defines the boundary between the crust
and the mantle technically called the Moho
discontinuity.

e The intermediate-depth is devoid of seismicity
and coincides with the zone of fluid/partial
melts.

e [t indicated the presence of fluid or partial
melt at crustal depths at higher parts of the
Lohit Valley.

e Extremely high Poisson’s ratio was also
obtained in the higher parts of the Lohit Valley,
indicating the presence of fluid or partial melt at
crustal depths.

Importance of the study

e Exhumation and growth of Himalaya is a
continuous process: That results predominantly
from reverse faults in which the rocks on the
lower surface of a fault plane move under
relatively static rocks on the upper surface, a
process called underthrusting of the Indian
plate beneath its Eurasian counterpart.

e This process keeps modifying the drainage
patterns and landforms and is the pivotal
reason for causing an immense seismic hazard
in the Himalayan mountain belt and adjoining
regions.

e This has necessitated assessment and
characterization of earthquakes in terms of
cause, depth and intensity before construction
activities are initiated.

TTSZ

e [t is a major part of the Eastern Himalaya,
where the Himalaya takes a sharp southward
bend and connects with the Indo-Burma Range.
e This part of the Arunachal Himalaya which
has gained significant importance in recent
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times due to the growing need of constructing
roads and hydropower projects.

e Significance of the study- This detailed
assessment of seismicity in this region will be
helpful for planning any large scale
construction in this region in the future and
also improve earthquake preparedness in the
area.

GS Paper I: Governance,
Constitution, Polity, Social Justice
and International Relations

Attorney General of India
In News

The President of India has reappointed Senior
Advocate K.K. Venugopal as the Attorney
General for India. His tenure was extended for a
period of one year effective from 1st July 2020
to 30th June 2021.

AGI

e On advice with the Union Cabinet, the
President of India appoints the Attorney General
of India under Article 76 (1) of the Indian
Constitution.

e The term of the Attorney General is decided
by the President of India.

e The Attorney General is the Chief Legal
Advisor for the Government of India.

e M.C Setalvad served as the first Attorney
General for India from 1950 to 1963.

Article 164 (1 A)
In News

The Supreme Court issued notice to Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister and his government on
appointing the ministers, as it violated the
ceiling on the maximum strength of the council
of ministers fixed under the Constitution.

1A
GOOGLE

TOAJA SIR’s

Cracking IAS Academy

Since 2005 - Feel The Pulse of UPSC

e It is being argued that present strength of
Council of Ministers in MP is violative of Article
164(1A).

Article 164 (1A)

e The total number of Ministers, including the
Chief Minister, in the Council of Ministers in a
State shall not exceed fifteen per cent of the
total number of members of the Legislative
Assembly of that State.

e Provided that the number of Ministers,
including Chief Minister in a State shall not be
less than twelve.

e Provided further that where the total number
of Ministers including the Chief Minister in the
Council of Ministers in any State at the
commencement of the Constitution (Ninety-first
Amendment) Act, 2003 exceeds the said fifteen
per cent or the number specified in the first
proviso, as the case may be, then, the total
number of Ministers in that State shall be
brought in conformity with the provisions of
this clause within six months from such date as
the President may by public notification
appoint.

Article 164 (1B)

e A member of Legislative Assembly of a State
or either House of the Legislature of a State
having Legislative Council belonging to any
political party who is disqualified for being a
member of that House under paragraph 2 of the
Tenth Schedule shall also be disqualified to be
appointed as a Minister under clause (1) for
duration of the period commencing from the
date of his disqualification till the date on which
the term of his office as such member would
expire or where he contests any election to the
Legislative Assembly of a State or either House
of the Legislature of a State having Legislative
Council, as the case may be, before the expiry of
such period, till the date on which he is
declared elected, whichever is earlier.”
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Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana
In news

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana extended
till November 2020. Under this scheme:

e Over 80 crore people will get five kg of wheat
or five kg of rice per month till November 2020.
e Every family will also get one kg chana every
month until November 2020.

CoVID-19 and Food Security in India

The CoVID-19 has highlighted the problems of
food, nutrition and livelihood security
confronting a large number of rural people, in
particular, migrants to cities.

Food security refers to the production of
sufficient quantities of both high-quality protein
and dietary energy. Animal protein (meat, egg,
fish, etc.) and plant protein (pulses, legumes
and nuts) are the two main sources of protein in
general.

Brief Overview

e The World Bank estimates put the number
of Indians living in extreme poverty at 176
million.

e The World Bank also posits that poorer
households are more exposed to the risk of
COVID-109.

e These are also the people who are most
likely to face food insecurity in these times.

e On the higher end, one may refer to the
numbers provided by the 2019
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), which
pegs the number of poor in India at 369 million.
e Further understanding of the other aspects of
food security challenges can be gained through
sources such as the Global Hunger Index (GHI),
where India ranks low especially on the
parameters of child stunting and child wasting.
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e Similarly, at any given point, girl child and
pregnant women are also identified as
vulnerable to food insecurity.

e In the rural areas, landless labour and in the
urban areas, the migrant labour need food
security support. Furthermore, the nature of
employment and level of wages may also create
a category of people in need of support.

Major findings

e The dietary pattern has shifted away from
cereals and pulses toward fruits, vegetables,
processed food and food items of animal origin.
e The decline in the consumption of pulses has
lead to increase in malnutrition and decline in
protein intake.

e Though production of pulses in the recent
decade has increased but is not in pace with the
increase in population.

e The cost of food is also significant to India’s
poorest population, and in recent years the
country has suffered a persistent problem of
food price inflation.

e Policy mismatch: India’s food policy has
focused on cereals since the Green Revolution
in the mid-1960s. But today, Indian food
consumption baskets have changed
significantly.

e Nutrition norms as well as rising household
incomes should have pushed food production
away from cereals to non-cereals.

e India spends lakhs of crores to produce
wheat and rice, which then doesn’t get sold.

Status of food security in India

e The Public Distribution System network
ensures the regular supply of food grains and
other essential commodities to 800 million
peoples.

e At the beginning of March 2020 India had
stock of nearly 77 million tonnes (mt) of rice
and wheat and 2.25 mt of pulses in public
storage. This is more than three times the
buffer FCI is mandated to keep.
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FinMin relief package announcement (23 march

2020)

e 80 crore poor people to get 5 kg wheat or rice
and 1 kg of preferred pulses for free every
month for the next three months.

e 20 crore women Jan Dhan account holders to
get Rs 500 per month for next three months.

e Increase in MNREGA wage to Rs 202 a day
from Rs 182 to benefit 13.62 crore families.

e An ex-gratia of Rs 1,000 to 3 crore poor
senior citizen, poor widows and poor disabled.

e Government to front-load Rs 2,000 paid to
farmers in first week of April under existing PM
Kisan Yojana to benefit 8.7 crore farmers.

e State Governments to use Building and
Construction Workers Welfare Fund to provide
relief to Construction Workers.

All of these measures are helpful in promoting
availability, accessibility and affordability of
food supplies.

State Government's packages

e Kerala Chief Minister announced that
everyone in need will get free rice.

e The Haryana Government decided to provide
all BPL families their monthly ration for April
free of cost. All government school children and
those enrolled in anganwadis were to be given
dry rations.

e The Delhi Government announced that
people without ration cards could also get
rations-It promised to provide 7.5 kilogram of
free ration.

e Uttar Pradesh will provide free foodgrains for
April and May. It is providing 20 kg of wheat
and 10 kg of rice per household to a list of
beneficiaries.

e The Chhattisgarh Government to provide dry
ration to children aged between three and six
years and who were registered with anganwadi
centres.

o The Jharkhand government had doubled the
ration — 70 kg rice — for card holders and 10
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kg of rice whose application for ration cards are
pending.

e Bihar announced use of direct cash transfers
(DCTs), depositing funds to the bank accounts
of ration card holders (RCH). The Bihar
government decided to give 5 kg rice and 1 kg
pulses for three months as lockdown relief.

e The Tamil Nadu Government will give Rs.
1,000 to all ration card holders along with free
rice, sugar and other essential commodities.

e The Chandigarh Administration decided to
provide 6670 registered construction workers
an amount of Rs.3000/- as a special relief.

e Pune Zilla Parishad decided to provide
temporary ration cards to more than 80,000
undocumented people in the district. It will
enable the home delivery of grains at the gram
panchayat level.

China’s new claim in eastern border with
Bhutan

In News

China is making a new territorial claim in its
eastern border with Bhutan. China has
attempted to stop UNDP’s Global Environment
Facility (GEF) funding for Sakteng Wildlife
Sanctuary (in eastern Bhutan), claiming it was
disputed territory but was overruled.

e Bhutan objected to the Chinese claim, and
the GEF (Global Environment Facility) council
passed the project for funding.

e Bhutan has always maintained silence on its
boundary negotiations with China, and it does
not have any formal diplomatic relations with
China.

e So far both countries have held 24 rounds of
boundary talks between 1984 and 2016,
concentrated mainly on north and west Bhutan
regions.

India's concern

e India is concerned that Chinese presence in
Doklam and other areas near Bhutan would
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bring China closer to India’s vulnerable
“chicken’s neck” or Siliguri corridor.

¢ Bhutan also serves as a buffer between India
and China.

e In 2017, Chinese army had intruded into
Doklam plateau which is Bhutanese territory,
lying at the trijunction between India, Bhutan

and China.

Sakteng Wildlife Sanctuary

e Located mostly in Trashigang District and
just crossing the border into Samdrup
Jongkhar District, Bhutan.

e It is listed as a tentative site in Bhutan's
Tentative List for UNESCO inclusion.

o In July 2020, BRO was tasked with building
new strategic roads to connect eastern Bhutan
to westen Tawang area such as Lumla-
Trashigang road through Sakteng Wildlife
Sanctuary.

North Eastern Region Community Resource
Management Project (NERCORMP)

In News

Union Minister for Development of North
Eastern Region (DoNER) has interacted with
Self Help Groups associated with North Eastern
Region Community Resource and Management
Program (NERCORMP).

NERCORMP

e North Eastern Region Community Resource
Management Project (NERCORMP) is a
livelihood and rural development project aimed
to transform the lives of the poor and
marginalized tribal families in North East (NE)
India.

o NERCORMP is a joint developmental initiative
of the North Eastern Council (NEC), Ministry of
DoNER, and International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD).

e The project operates in three states and six
districts viz: Assam (Karbi Anglong and North
Cachar Hills), Manipur (Ukhrul and Senapati)
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and Meghalaya (West Garo Hills and West Khasi
Hills).

The project adopts a holistic approach of
development with two broad focus areas

e Social mobilization, organization and capacity
building to tap and realize the great latent
potential of the communities by employing time
tested their traditional value systems and
culture

e Intervene with the economic and social
activities and infrastructure with predominant
thrust on income generating activities to
achieve economic transformation

Major project activities

Capacity Building of Communities and
Participating Agencies: Institutional
strengthening of community institutions (CBOs)
and strengthening the capacity of participating
agencies viz. NGOs, Line Depts etc.

Economic and Livelihood Activities: Promote
viable income generation activities (IGAs) for
poor households through production of field
crops, horticulture, forestry, livestock, fisheries,
and non-farm activities using sustainable and
environmentally friendly practices.

Extension and Technology Transfer: Reorient
the extension services towards a client oriented
and demand driven extension system, which is
based on participatory extension methods.
Promote the establishment of a network of
village volunteers at the village or cluster level
through training, who in turn will extend
services at the community level.

e Credit: The project provides revolving fund
for credit support to the communities through
SHGs, NaRM-Gs or district level Micro Credit
Institutes that is developed in the project areas.
e Social Sector Activities: Improving access
of communities to safe drinking water and
better health care and sanitation; providing
awareness to the communities about different
social sector schemes of the Govt. and its
importance.
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e Village Roads and Rural Electrification:
Assist communities to upgrade and construct
village roads for better access to their villages
and facilitate movement of produces to markets
and also provide electricity to a number of
households through Project support for
connection to the existing grids or by piloting
renewable energy plants wherever feasible.

¢ Community Based Bio-diversity
Conservation/ Natural Resource
Management& Communication: Assisting

communities to conserve their unique and
natural resources and biological diversity,
strengthen  indigenous  institutions  and
institutionalizing new conservation practices;
strengthen the information sharing system and
documentation of good practices of the project.

e Convergence with ongoing Government
schemes/programmes: The project gives
emphasis on convergence with government and
non-government agencies and also facilitate to
meet the shortfall of financial and technical
support available in the project vis-a-vis
community demands.

e Marketing Support: The project facilitates
in selection of activities and constitutes
marketing committees within the NaRM groups.
The project also created marketing
infrastructures like marketing & collection
sheds, IVRs etc, in order to facilitate sell of both
farm and non-farm products. The project also
facilitates value addition of the marketable
surplus and establishing value chain to match
the demand and supply.

National Level Committee on Criminal Law
Reform

In News

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
constituted a national level committee for
reform in criminal law.

e The committee has been constituted under
Ranbir Singh and several other members.
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e The committee would be gathering opinions
online by consulting with experts and collating
material for their report to the government.

Need for Reforms

e Colonial Era Laws: The criminal justice
system is a replica of the British colonial
jurisprudence, which was designed with the
purpose of ruling the nation and not serving the
citizens.

o Ineffectiveness: The purpose of the criminal
justice system was to protect the rights of the
innocents and punish the guilty, but nowadays
the system has become a tool of harassment of
common people.

e Pendency of Cases: According to Economic
Survey 2018-19, there are about 3.5 crore cases
pending in the judicial system, especially in
district and subordinate courts, which leads to
actualisation of the maxim “Justice delayed is
justice denied.”

e Huge Undertrials: India has one of the
world’s largest number of undertrial prisoners.

e According to NCRB -Prison Statistics India
(2015), 67.2% of our total prison population
comprises undertrial prisoners.

¢ Investigation: Corruption, huge workload
and accountability of police is a major hurdle in
speedy and transparent delivery of justice.

e Madhav Menon Committee: It submitted
its report in 2007, suggesting various
recommendations on reforms in the CJSI.

e Malimath Committee Report: It submitted
its report in 2003 on the Criminal Justice
System of India (CJSI).

o The Committee had opined that the existing
system “weighed in favour of the accused and
did not adequately focus on justice to the
victims of crime.”

o It has provided various recommendations to
be made in the CJSI, which were not
implemented.
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Background of Criminal Justice System

e The codification of criminal laws in India
was done during the British rule, which more or
less remains the same even in the 21st century.
e Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay is said to
be the chief architect of codifications of criminal
laws in India.

o Criminal law in India is governed by Indian
Penal Code, 1860, Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973, and Indian Evidence Act, 1872, etc.

Way Forward

e India needs to draft a clear policy that should
inform the changes to be envisaged in the
existing criminal laws.

e It also needs to
improvements in the
judiciary and in prisons.
o The focus of reform should be on reformative
justice in order to bring all around peace in the
society.

make
police,

simultaneous
prosecution,

Schemes for promotion of Bulk Drugs &
Medical Devices Parks

In News

Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers
launched four schemes of Department of
Pharmaceuticals for promotion of domestic
manufacturing of bulk drugs and medical
devices parks in the country.

These schemes will work towards the
development of Indian pharmaceutical
capacities and reduce India’s dependence on
imports, hence making it self-reliant.

The key features of the four schemes are:

e The scheme will remain open for applications
for a period of 120 days from the date of
issuance of guidelines.

e The applicants will receive the approval
within 90 days from the closure of application
window.
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e Scheme for promotion of Bulk Drug Parks
aims for the establishment of 3 bulk drug parks
in the country. Maximum grant-in-aid for one
bulk drug park is limited to Rs.1000 crore.

e Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for
promoting domestic manufacturing of Medical
Devices aims to boost domestic manufacturing
of medical devices in four target segments. This
will be achieved by offering financial incentives
on sales to a maximum number of 28 selected
applicants for a period of 5 years.

e The Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
schemes aim to boost domestic manufacturing
of 53 bulk drugs, on which India is critically
dependent on imports.

Nelson Mandela
observed on 18 July

International Day is

In News

Nelson Mandela International Day or Mandela
Day is observed on 18 July every year across
the globe. The day is aimed to honour Nelson
Mandela, South Africa's first black president,
Nobel Prize winner, and anti-apartheid icon.

The day is designated to mark the contribution
Nelson Mandela brings to peace through his
active participation in resolving disputes,
addressing racial issues, international
democracy and reconciliation, and the
promotion of human rights.

Background

e Mandela Day was first held on 18 July 2009,
in New York.

e On 10 November 2009, the UNGA adopted a
resolution A/RES/64/13 to recognize 18 July
as the "International Day of Nelson Mandela".

e UNGA also recognized the period from 2019
to 2028 as the Nelson Mandela Decade of Peace.
e UNGA  honoured Mandela's  humility,
forgiveness and compassion, and  his
contribution to the struggle for democracy and
the promotion of a culture of peace throughout
the world.
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Nelson Mandela

e Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was born in the
Eastern Cape, South Africa on 18 July 1918.

e In 1942, he began his career in politics.

e In 1944, he joined the African National
Congress. Mandela was accused of treason in
South Africa and was arrested on 5 December
1956.

e Nelson Mandela served as the President of
South Africa from 10 May 1994 to 16 June
1999.

e Mandela stepped down after one term as
President. He dedicated his life to fighting for
human rights.

e On 5 December 2013, he passed away in
Johannesburg. Mandela was deeply concerned
with issues related to racism.

Union Cabinet Approves National Education
Policy 2020

The Union Cabinet has approved the National
Education Policy 2020.

e The National Education Policy 2020 will
replace the thirty-four year old National Policy
on Education (NPE), 1986.

e National Education Policy 2020 is the first
education policy of the 21st century and aims to
bring transformational reforms in both school
and higher education sectors.

e The new policy is based on the foundational
pillars of Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability
and Accountability.

e It has a target of 50% Gross Enrollment
Ratio by 2035 and provision for multiple entry
and exits.

Important highlights

1. Schooling starts at the age of 3 years now

The New Education Policy expands age group 6-
14 years of mandatory schooling to 3-18 years
of schooling. The NEP introduces hitherto
uncovered three years of pre-schooling, age
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group of 3-6 years under the school curriculum.
The new system will have 12 years of schooling
with three years of Anganwadi/ pre-schooling.

With an emphasis on Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE), the 10+2 structure of school
curriculum is to be replaced by a 5+3+3+4
curricular structure corresponding to ages 3-8,
8-11, 11-14, and 14-18 years respectively.

2. Mother tongue as medium of instruction

The NEP puts focus on students’ mother tongue
as the medium of instruction even as it sticks to
the ‘three language formula’ but also mandates
that no language would be imposed on anyone.
The NEP only recommends the mother tongue
as medium of instruction, and not make it
compulsory.

“Wherever possible, the medium of instruction
until at least Grade 5, but preferably till Grade
8 and beyond, will be the home language,
mother tongue, local language or the regional
language.

Thereafter, the home or local language shall
continue to be taught as a language wherever
possible. This will be followed by both public
and private schools," the policy states.

3. NO UGC, AICTE, NCTE

Higher Education Commission of India (HECI)
will be set up as a single overarching umbrella
body for entire higher education, excluding
medical and legal education. Public and private
higher education institutions will be governed
by the same set of norms for regulation,
accreditation and academic standards.

Govt will phase out the affiliation of colleges in
15 years and a stage-wise mechanism is to be
established for granting graded autonomy to
colleges.

4. Science, arts, commerce gets blurred

Under NEP 2020, there will be no rigid
separations between arts and sciences, between
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curricular and extra-curricular activities,
between vocational and academic streams.
Students can select subjects of their liking
across the streams. Vocational education will
start in schools from the 6th grade, and will
include internships.

5. FYUP Programme Returns & No More

Dropouts

Under the NEP, undergraduate degree will be of
either 3 or 4-year duration with multiple exit
options within this period. College will be
mandated to give certificate after completing 1
year in a discipline or field including vocational
and professional areas, a diploma after 2 years
of study, or a Bachelor's degree after a 3-year
programme.

Govt will also establish an Academic Bank of
Credit for digitally storing academic credits
earned from different HEIs so that these can be
transferred and counted towards final degree
earned.

NETF

An autonomous body, the National Educational
Technology Forum (NETF), will be created to
provide a platform for the free exchange of ideas
on the use of technology to enhance learning,
assessment, planning, administration and so
on, both for school and higher education.

One of the permanent tasks of the NETF will be
to categorise emergent technologies based on
their potential and estimated timeframe for
disruption, and to periodically present this
analysis to MHRD. Based on these inputs,
MHRD will formally identify those technologies
whose emergence demands responses from the
education system. Content will be available in
regional languages also.
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PM’s Awards for
Administration

Excellence in Public

In News

Union Minister of Personnel launched the
revamped PM’s Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration and the web portal
www.pmawards.gov.in, which for the very first
time seeks to recognize the efforts of District
level officials in the Namami Gange Programme.

About

e The Scheme has been revamped to recognize
the performance of the District Collectors
towards outcome indicators, economic
development, peoples’ participation and
redressal of public grievances.

o Nominations have been called in four major
categories:

(i) District Performance Indicators Programme
(ii)Innovation General Category

(iii)  Aspirational Districts Program

(iv) Namami Gange Program

The Government of India instituted “The Prime
Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration” in the year 2006 to recognize
the extraordinary work done by Districts/
Organizations of the Central and State
Governments.

In the meeting of the National Ganga Council
held in December, 2019 at Kanpur under the
chairmanship of the Prime Minister, it was
decided to create a “Good Performance for
Ganga Rejuvenation” award for the Ganga
districts under the Prime Minister’s Awards for
Excellence for Public Administration Scheme.
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PM SVANidhi Scheme
In News

An MoU was signed between Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs and Small Industries
Development Bank of India (SIDBI) to engage
SIDBI as Implementation Agency for the
scheme.

PM SVANidhi

e PM SVANidhi - Pradhan Mantri Street
Vendor's Atmanirbhar Nidhi is a micro-credit
facility scheme for providing affordable loan to
street vendors. Duration of scheme is till March
2022.

e It is aimed at enabling street vendors to
resume their livelihoods that have been
adversely affected due to COVID-19 lockdown.

e Over 50 lakh street vendors, who had been
vending on or before 24th March 2020, in
urban areas will get benefit.

e Street vendors belonging to surrounding
peri-urban or rural areas are being included as
beneficiaries under the urban livelihoods
programme for the first time.

e Vendors can avail a working capital loan of
upto Rs 10000, with loan tenure of one year.

e On timely repayment of loan, interest
subsidy at rate of 7% per annum will be
credited.

e Based on timely payments vendor will
develop credible credit score that makes them
eligible for higher amount of term loan.

e Incentive for digital transactions through
monthly cash back.

e MoHUA in collaboration with  State
Governments and other stakeholders will also
launch a capacity building and financial literacy
programme.

Role of SIDBI

o SIDBI will manage the credit guarantee to the
lending institutions through Credit Guarantee
Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises.
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e SIDBI will leverage the network of lending
Institutions like Scheduled Commercials Banks,
NBFC, Micro Finance Institutions (MFls}, Small
Finance Banks, etc. for its implementation.

o It is for the first time that MFls/ NBFCs/
SHG Banks have been allowed in a scheme for
urban poor due to their ground level presence
and proximity to urban poor.

o It will also develop a customized and
integrated IT Platform.

e SIDBI acts as principal Financial Institution
for promotion, financing and development of
MSME sector & for coordination of functions of
institutions engaged in similar activities.

Central Vista Redevelopment Project
In News

Seven firms have evinced interest in the
construction of the new Parliament building
after pre-qualification bids invited by the Centre
for its ambitious Central Vista redevelopment
project closed recently.

What is Central Vista?

The Central Vista is a 3 km stretch in the heart
of New Delhi that runs from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to India Gate. It is flanked by large
green spaces and significant structures such as
Parliament, the Secretariat buildings and the
National Archives.

What is the redevelopment project?

The Central government is redeveloping the
three-km-long Central Vista and Parliament. A
common Central secretariat will be constructed
for all ministries that are currently spread over
many buildings across Delhi.

What are the government’s deadlines?

The new Parliament has to be ready by March
2022 the 75th year of India’s Independence. The
revamped Central Vista, complete with public
amenities and parking, has to be ready by
November 2021 and the new common Central
secretariat by March 2024.



IAS GOOGLE - AUGUST 2020

What will happen to existing buildings?

The Parliament House and North and South
Blocks will not be demolished, but their usage
may change. The rest of the buildings that came
up post-1947, including Shastri Bhavan and
Krishi Bhavan, are likely to be demolished.

India UNSC Win
In News

India was elected in June 2020, to the UN
Security Council as nonpermanent member
with 184 of the 192 votes for a two-year term
starting January 1, 2021.

India, with its unopposed victory, will hope to
use its eighth term as a mnon-permanent
member to further bolster its claim to a
permanent seat with the avowed goal of forging
a “new orientation for a reformed multilateral
system”.

Election for Non-permanent Member

e The 193 UN members countries were vote to
elect five nonpermanent members in a phased
manner, for the first time in the world body’s
75-year history.

e They were allowed on to the floor of the
general assembly, where the voting takes place,
in smaller groups or 20 or so because of the
social distancing norms in place because of
COVID-19.

e Five new members — India, Ireland, Mexico,
Norway and Kenya — will join the UNSC on
January 1, 2021, for a two-year term replacing
Indonesia, South Africa, the Dominican
Republic, Belgium and Germany. As per rules,
five nonpermanent members out of 10 are
elected each year for two years.

e The distribution of the 10 non-permanent
seats are based on the regional basis — two for
the Latin American and Caribbean States; and
two for Western European and other States and
five for African and Asian States; one for the
Eastern European States.
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e A two-thirds majority of ballots of Member
States that are present and voting in the
Assembly is needed for the country to be elected
to the UNSC.

India's permanent membership

e For decades, India has sought the
permanent membership at the UNSC. To reach
this goal, India has used its non-permanent
status as a stepping stone to prepare a bid for
the permanent candidacy. In the past, India has
held the same position seven times. For years,
New Delhi has worked closely with the so-called
G4 group, with Brazil, Japan, and Germany, to
push for structural reforms within the UNSC.

e UNSC reform has been considered necessary
for decades. Experts believe that a lack of
reforms has produced a “highly unequal and
inefficient” Security Council. The five permanent
members (P5) possess permanent seats and
have the privilege of the veto whilst the status of
non-permanent members is low. The current
structuring of the UNSC converges most of the
power to the PS5, while nonpermanent members
of the council have been “relegated to a role of
rubberstamping.”

e Still, India’s election as a nonpermanent
member for another two-year term helps the
country’s in its attempt to push for the
association’s reforms and solidify its image as a
major power that should be accommodated by
the permanent members of the assembly.

National Financial

(NFRA)

Reporting Authority

In News

The National Financial Reporting Authority
(NFRA) was constituted on 01st October,2018 by
the Government of India under Sub Section (1)
of section 132 of the Companies Act, 2013.

Functions and Duties

e Recommend accounting and auditing policies
and standards to be adopted by companies for
approval by the Central Government.
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e Monitor and enforce compliance with
accounting standards and auditing standards.

e Oversee the quality of service of the
professions associated with ensuring
compliance with such standards and suggest
measures for improvement in the quality of
service.

e Perform such other functions and duties as
may be necessary or incidental to the aforesaid
functions and duties.

e Authority shall protect the public interest
and the interests of investors, creditors and
others associated with the companies or bodies.

Companies and Bodies Corporate Governed
by the Authority

(a) Companies whose securities are listed on any
stock exchange in India or outside India.
(b)Unlisted public companies having paid-up
capital of not less than rupees five hundred
crores or having annual turnover of not less
than rupees one thousand crores or having, in
aggregate, outstanding loans, debentures and
deposits of not less than rupees five hundred
crores as on the 31st March of immediately
preceding financial year.

(c) Insurance companies, banking companies,
companies engaged in the generation or supply
of electricity, companies governed by any
special Act for the time being in force or bodies
corporate incorporated by an Act in accordance
with clauses (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) of sub-section
(4) of section 1 of the Act.

(d)Anybody corporate or company or person, or
any class of bodies corporate or companies or
persons, on a reference made to the Authority
by the Central Government in public interest.
(e)A body corporate incorporated or registered
outside India, which is a subsidiary or associate
company of any company or body corporate
incorporated or registered in India as referred to
in clauses (a) to (d), if the income or networth of
such subsidiary or associate company exceeds
twenty per cent. of the consolidated income or
consolidated networth of such company or the
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body corporate, as the case may be, referred to
in clauses (a) to (d).

Renaming India as 'Bharat'
In News

A petition has been filed in the Supreme Court
seeking removal of 'India’ as the name of the
country and keeping just Bharat as the solitary
identity of the nation.

e It sought an amendment to Article 1 of the
Constitution and claimed that such an
amendment will “ensure the citizens of this
country to get over the colonial past”.

e The petitioner argued that the removal of the
English name, though appears symbolic, will
instil a sense of pride in our own nationality,
especially for the future generations to come. In
fact, the word India being replaced with Bharat
would justify the hard-fought freedom by our
ancestors.

e Referring to the 1948 Constituent Assembly
debate on Article 1 of the then draft
constitution, the plea said even at that time
there was a “strong wave” in favour of naming
the country as ‘Bharat’ or ‘Hindustan’.

e Supreme Court said that it can’t do it as
“India is already called Bharat in Article 1 of
Indian Constitution”. The court, however,
allowed the petitioner to make a representation
to the government.

No postal ballot for those above 65
In News

e The EC had earlier recommended extending
the postal ballot facility to electors over 65 years
as the age group had been termed most
vulnerable to COVID--19.

e The Law Ministry also notified the change to
the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 on June
19, extending the facility to electors above 65
years, as opposed to the existing provision for
above 80 years.

e However, on July 16, the EC announced that
it would not be extending the facility to electors
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of age 65 and above due to logistical, staff and
safety protocol related constraints.

About

e Postal voting is voting in an election where
ballot papers are distributed to electors (and
typically returned) by post, in contrast to
electors voting in person at a polling station via
an electronic voting system (EVM).

e Through postal ballot facility, a voter can cast
his/her vote remotely by recording his/her
preference on the ballot paper and sends it back
to the election officer before counting.

e When the counting of votes commences,
these postal votes are counted first before the
counting of votes from the EVMs of all other
voters.

Who can avail postal ballot facility?

Only certain categories of people are eligible to
register as postal voters.

e Members of the armed forces like the Army,
Navy and Air Force.

e Members of the armed police force of a state
(serving outside the state)

e Government employees posted outside India
and their spouses are entitled to vote only by
post.

e Voters under preventive detention can also
vote only by post.

Chengdu consulate
In News

China ordered the U.S. to shut Chengdu
consulate in retaliation for one of its missions in
the US being shuttered.

U.S. -China ties have deteriorated sharply this
year over issues ranging from the pandemic and
telecoms--gear maker Huawei to China’s
territorial claims in the South China Sea and its
clampdown on Hong Kong
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Chengdu consular

e The United States Consulate General at
Chengdu opened on October 16, 1985.

e The Chengdu consular district is made up of
the Provinces of Sichuan, Yunnan, and
Guizhou, as well as the Tibet Autonomous
Region and Chongging City Municipality.

Women officers to get
commission in Army

permanent

In News

Supreme Court ruled that women officers, who
have joined the Indian Army through Short
Service Commission (SSC), are entitled to a
permanent commission, the defence ministry
issued a formal sanction letter in this regard.

The order specifies the grant of permanent
commission to SSC women officers in all the 10
streams in which they presently serve.

10 streams: Army Air Defence (AAD), Signals,
Engineers, Army Aviation, Electronics and
Mechanical Engineers (EME), Army Service
Corps (ASC), Army Ordnance Corps (AOC), and
Intelligence Corps in addition to the existing
streams of Judge and Advocate General (JAG)
and Army Educational Corps (AEC).

Supreme court directives

e In February this year the Supreme Court
allowed permanent commission and command
roles to women officers.

e The order led the Army to work on tweaking
its existing policies on issues like training,
physical endurance and postings and service
courses to bring about equilibrium in service
conditions for male and female officers.

Selection Board

e The Selection Board will be scheduled as
soon as all affected SSC Women Officers
exercise their option and complete requisite
documentation.
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e The Indian Army is committed to provide
equal opportunities to all personnel including
Women Officers to serve the nation.

Women in Army

e Till now the percentage of women in the
Indian Army was only 3.89 per cent, Navy 6.7
per cent and Air Force 13.28 per cent, excluding
the medical corps, dental corps and Military
Nursing Service.

e Entry of women in the Army till now has only
been through Short Service Commission (SSC)
but till now they could not serve beyond 14
years.

e There are over 300 women officers who are
serving for more than 14 years on extension.

e Bizarre reasoning like motherhood,
physiological limitation, childcare and troops
from rural backgrounds not accepting women in
command roles were cited by the government,
but was junked by the Supreme Court while
giving permanent status to women in Army.

Rosalind Franklin

100th birth anniversary (25 July 2020) of
Rosalind Franklin, a leading virologist of her
time was observed recently.

e Rosalind Franklin (1920 - 1958) was an
English chemist and X-ray -crystallographer
whose work was central to the understanding of
the molecular structures of DNA, RNA, viruses,
coal, and graphite.

e She is best known for her work on the X-ray
diffraction images of DNA, particularly Photo
51, which led to the discovery of the DNA
double helix for which James Watson, Francis
Crick and Maurice Wilkins shared the Nobel
Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1962.

o She would have ideally been awarded a Nobel
Prize in Chemistry, but the Nobel Committee
generally did not make  posthumous
nominations.
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Photo 51

e Photo 51 is an X-ray diffraction image of a
paracristalline gel composed of DNA fiber taken
by Raymond Gosling, working wunder the
supervision of Rosalind Franklin in May 1952.

e The image was tagged "photo 51" because it
was the 51st diffraction photograph that
Franklin and Gosling had taken. It was critical
evidence in identifying the structure of DNA.

India Ideas Summit 2020
In News

The India Ideas Summit was held virtually by
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce on July 22,
2020.

The U.S.-India Business Council's India Ideas
Summit has become an institution, convening
leaders in business, government and society
from across the United States and India.

Aim

The Summit will witness discussions on areas
including India-US cooperation and future of
the relation between the two counties in a post
pandemic world.

Mission

e The Council’s mission is to promote trade
relations between India and the United States.

e Council supports pro-growth policies and
increased bilateral engagement, focusing in two-
way trade.

Vision

e To create an inclusive bilateral trade
environment between India and the United
States by serving as the voice of industry,
linking governments to businesses, and
supporting long-term commercial partnerships.
e This will nurture the spirit of
entrepreneurship, create jobs, and successfully
contribute to the global economy.
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Theme

The theme for this year’s India Ideas Summit is
‘Building a Better Future’.

Significance

The virtual Summit will feature high-level
presence from Indian and US government
policymakers, state-level officials, and thought
leaders from business and society.

US position
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said —

e India and US should work together to face
the ‘challenge’ of the Chinese Communist Party
(CPC).

e Examples of India and the U.S. working
together including the Quad and the World
Intellectual Property Organisation elections
earlier this year (in which a Singaporean
candidate for director won against a Chinese
candidate).

India’s position

e Prime Minister invited U.S. companies to
invest in India’s healthcare, infrastructure,
defence, energy, farm and insurance sectors,
saying the country offers openness and
opportunities.

¢ India and US should work together in areas
such as — maritime security, counter-terrorism,
connectivity, innovation and technology, how to
respond in the case of corona to pandemics etc.

Nabam Rebia Judgement
In News

The Constitution Bench judgment of the
Supreme Court in Nabam Rebia versus Deputy
Speaker on July 13, 2016, held that a Governor
is bound to convene a meeting of the Assembly
for a floor test on the recommendation of the
Cabinet.

Key highlights of the Judgement
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e A Governor cannot employ his “discretion”,
and should strictly abide by the “aid and
advice” of the Cabinet to summon the Assembly
for a floor test.

e The Governor can summon, prorogue and
dissolve the House only on the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers with the Chief Minister
as the head. And not at his own.

e Even the Constituent Assembly was wary of
extending the Governor’s discretion. Though the
draft Constitution had vested the Governor with
the discretion to summon and dissolve, it was
latter omitted by the framers of the
Constitution.

e Article 163 of the Constitution does not give
the Governor a “general discretionary power to
act against or without the advice of his Council
of Ministers”.

e Governor’s discretionary powers are limited
to specified areas like giving assent or
withholding/referring a Bill to the President or
appointment of a Chief Minister or dismissal of
a government which has lost of confidence but
refuses to quit, etc.

Present Relevance

The judgment is significant in the present
deadlock between Rajasthan Governor Kalraj
Mishra and Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot over
the summoning of an Assembly session for a
floor test.

Vaccine Nationalism
In News

Hundreds of COVID-19 vaccine candidates are
currently being developed. The way emerging
vaccines will be distributed to those who need
them is not yet clear.

e The United States has now twice indicated
that it would like to secure priority access to
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.

e Other countries, including India and Russia,
have taken similar stances. This prioritisation of
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domestic markets has become known as
vaccine nationalism.

e India, alongside the US and Russia, chose
not to join the Access to COVID-19 Tools
Accelerator, which was launched by the World
Health Organization to promote collaboration
among countries in the development and
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines and
treatments

Vaccine Nationalism and Its Working

e Vaccine nationalism occurs when a country
manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own
citizens or residents before they are made
available in other countries. This is done
through pre-purchase agreements between a
government and a vaccine manufacturer.

e Vaccine nationalism is not new. During the
early stages of the 2009 HIN1 flu pandemic,
some of the wealthiest countries entered into
pre-purchase agreements with several
pharmaceutical companies working on HIN1
vaccines.

Side-Effects of Vaccine Nationalism

e The most immediate effect of vaccine
nationalism is that it further disadvantages
countries with fewer resources and bargaining
power.

e This ‘vaccine nationalism’ is not only morally
reprehensible; it is the wrong way to reduce
transmission globally. And global transmission
matters: If countries with a large number of
cases lag in obtaining the vaccine and other
medicines, the disease will continue to disrupt
global supply chains and, as a result,
economies around the world.

e The race to defeat which should be based on
"global public good" The other is competitive, a
battle between nations that's being described as
‘vaccine nationalism.’

e Vaccine nationalism also runs against the
fundamental principles of vaccine development
and global public health. Most vaccine
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development projects involve several parties
from multiple countries.

Gopalakrishnan Committee report on Non-
Personal Data (NPD)

In News

Kris Gopalakrishnan-led panel shares insights
of regulatory aspects of NPD, harnessing
economic value of data and various legal
aspects related to digital regulatory framework

Committee was set up to:

e study various issues relating to NPD.
e make specific suggestions on regulation of
NPD.

Highlights

e Non-personal data refers to information that
is not related to an identified or identifiable
natural person.

e This would include data on weather
conditions, from sensors installed on industrial
machines, from public infrastructure, and so
on.

e It also includes data which was initially
personal, but were later made anonymous,
according to the draft definition.

e It is to be noted that the Personal Data
Protection (PDP) Bill 2019 is still in process.

e The Gopalakrishnan-led panel in its report
has defined non-personal data as information
which is not personal as defined in the above
bill.

e Potential of data - The report has collated
information from various studies in this regard.
¢ It has shown that companies with the largest
data pools have "outsized, unbeatable techno-
economic advantages".

o A few startups from the 1990s and 2000s
have gone on to become USD 1 trillion market
capitalisation multinational corporations.

e This is mainly because of their ability to
collect and analyse data of users.
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e Reportedly, Google and Facebook together
control about 60% of the Internet advertising
market in the USA.

e Amazon had a 37% share of the online e-
commerce market in the USA in 2019.

What has the committee called for?

e There is a need to create a data-sharing
framework.

o It thus calls for sharing non-personal data
collected by both government and private
organizations with citizens.

e This is to ensure that community data is
available for social, public and economic value
creation.

e Also, it simultaneously addresses privacy
concerns and prevents collective harms arising
from processing of non-personal data.

e This is likely to lead to increased
transparency, better quality services, improved
efficiencies, and more innovation.

¢ The shared Non-Personal Data may be useful
for Indian entrepreneurs.

e It would help them develop new and
innovative services and products from which
citizens may benefit.

e The report puts forward useful suggestions
on the need to set up a ‘non-personal data
regulatory authority.’

e This is to manage India’s vast and emerging
data space, while nurturing a creative and
egalitarian technology architecture.
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Development, Bio-diversity,
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Disaster Management
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Goods and Service Tax Regime Completes 3
Years

In news

The GST regime, which has been the biggest tax
reform for indirect taxation, completes three
years on July 1, 2020. GST was unveiled on
July 1, 2017.

It was aimed at subsuming multiple central and
state taxes into one tax, into a “One Nation One
Tax" and facilitating the ease of doing business.

GST

e This law has integrated India into a single,
common market by replacing the multiple
indirect taxes, including central excise duty,
services tax, additional customs duty,
surcharges, state-level value added tax and
octroi, into a simple, transparent and
technology-driven tax regime.

e GST 1is a destination-based tax on
consumption of goods and services. It is levied
at all stages, right from manufacturing to final
consumption.

e The government currently charges four GST
rates, depending on different product
categories. The four GST rate slabs are 5 per
cent, 12 per cent, 18 per cent and 28 per cent.

e Petroleum products, alcoholic drinks and
electricity do not come under the GST ambit.
These are taxed separately by the respective
state governments, as per the previous tax
system.

Types of GST

1. Central Goods & Service Tax (CGST)
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CGST subsumes central taxations and levies
such as Central Sales Tax, Central Excise Duty,
Services Tax, Excise Duty under Medical &
Toiletries Preparation Act, Additional Excise
Duties Countervailing Duty (CVD), Additional
Custom Duty and other centralized taxations.

2. State Goods & Services Tax (SGST)

SGST subsumes various state taxes and levies
such as State Sales Tax, Luxury Tax,
Entertainment Tax, Levies on Lottery, Entry
Tax, Octroi and other taxations connected with
the movement of commodities and services
under state governments. Each state has its
own State Authority to collect SGST and the
revenue thus collected belongs to the State
Government.

3. Integrated Goods & Services Tax (IGST)

Integrated Goods & Services Tax (IGST) focuses
on the concept of one tax, one nation. It is
levied on the supply of commodities and
services from one state to another. For example,
IGST will be applicable on services rendered in
Gujarat for consumers based in Maharashtra.

4. Union Territory Goods & Services Tax
(UTGST)

The union territories come under the ambit of a
specialized taxation regimen called Union
Territory Goods and Services Tax (UTGST). The
UTGST subsumes the various taxations, levies
and duties in the Union Territories.

GST Council

e The GST Council is the governing body of
GST. It is headed by the Union Finance Minister
and comprises finance ministers of all states.

e The GST Council is tasked with overseeing
the implementation of GST and deciding on tax
rates for various items.
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REDD+ results
In news

Uganda become the first African nation to
submit results for REDD+ (Reducing emissions
from deforestation and forest degradation) to
the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change.

This enables Uganda to obtain results-based
finance for implementation of REDD+ activities.
It will receive funds through the green climate
fund's forest conservation scheme.

Result based finance

In order to obtain and receive results-based
finance for results from the implementation of
REDD+ activities, developing country Parties
should have the following in place:

e A national strategy or action plan

e An assessed forest reference emission
level and/or forest reference level

e A national forest monitoring system

e A system for providing information on
how the safeguards are being addressed
and respected

e And the results-based actions should
also be fully measured, reported and
verified (MRV).

Background

e Uganda’s forest cover had depleted to 8 per
cent from 24 per cent in the 1990s, largely
because of human encroachment, including for
charcoal, timber and agriculture.

e One concern was that Uganda’s forested area
could have disappeared within the coming
century, if deforestation was not reigned in.

What is REDD+?

It is a mechanism developed by the parties to
the UNFCCC to reduce emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation.

REDD+ in Uganda




IAS GOOGLE - AUGUST 2020

e REDD+ program in Uganda forms a part of
the country’s National Climate Change Policy
that aims for a harmonised and coordinated
approach towards a climate-resilient and low-

carbon development path for sustainable
development.
e The country had launched its REDD+

programme in 2013.

e The REDD+ strategy, launched in 2017,
included developing plans and options for forest
management to reduce carbon emissions.

REDD+ in India

e India has played an important role in REDD+
negotiations and has been instrumental in
shaping REDD+ mechanism.

e India has proposed National REDD+ Strategy
in 2018 for achieving REDD+ objectives.

e Strategy covers all trees within forest areas
and tree outside forest.

Namami Gange Project/ National Mission for
Clean Ganga

In News

The World Bank has approved a five-year loan
to the Namami Gange project to develop and
improve infrastructure projects to abate
pollution in the river basin.

Namami Gange Programme

‘Namami Gange Programme’, is an Integrated
Conservation Mission, approved as ‘Flagship
Programme’ by the Union Government in June
2014 to accomplish the twin objectives of
effective abatement of pollution, conservation
and rejuvenation of National River Ganga.

Its implementation has been divided into Entry-
Level Activities (for immediate visible impact),
Medium-Term Activities (to be implemented
within 5 years of time frame) and Long-Term
Activities (to be implemented within 10 years).

Main pillars of the Namami Gange Programme
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e Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure
e River-Front Development

e River-Surface Cleaning

e Bio-Diversity

e Afforestation

e Public Awareness

e Industrial Effluent Monitoring

e Ganga Gram

World Bank

The World Bank is an international financial
institution that provides loans and grants to the
governments of poorer countries for the purpose
of pursuing capital projects. It comprises two
institutions:

1. The International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development.

2. The International Development
Association.

G4 flu virus
In News

G4 swine flu viruses in China described in the
PNAS report have a mix of genes from influenza
viruses found in humans, birds and pigs.

G4 viruses likely resulted from a process called
“reassortment,” which occurs when two or more
influenza viruses infect a single host and
exchange genetic material.

Findings

e G4 viruses can spread via direct contact or
via respiratory droplets.

e The 2009 HIN1 pandemic arose from a
reassortment event between pigs, birds and
human influenza A viruses.

e Pigs have been identified as a sort of “mixing
vessel” for reassortment to occur.

e Pigs are susceptible to infection with
influenza viruses found in pigs, birds and
humans.
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PNAS

Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences of the United States of America (PNAS)
is a peer-reviewed multidisciplinary scientific
journal. It is the official journal of the National
Academy of Sciences, published since 1915,
and publishes original research, scientific
reviews, commentaries, and letters.

‘Accelerate Vigyan’ scheme

The Science and Engineering Research Board
has launched a new scheme called ‘Accelerate
Vigyan’ to provide a single platform for research
internships, capacity building programs and
workshops across the country.

Objectives

e Encourage high-end scientific research and
prepare scientific manpower.
e Accelerate Vigyan will initiate and
strengthen mechanisms for identifying research
potential, mentoring, training and hands-on
workshop on a national scale.

Scheme

Under the AV scheme, SERB has invited
applications from Faculty or Scientists working
in Central institutions of higher learning and
research such as IITs, IISc, IISER’S, NITs and
other institutions/laboratories of eminence like
CSIR, ICAR, ICMR, in the country as Event
Organizers (EO) for organizing high-end
Workshops 'KARYASHALA' and Research
Internships VRITIKA’ for the winter season (Dec
2020-Jan 2021) of its ABHYAAS program.

Components

e ABHYAAS: To enable and groom potential
PG/PhD students by developing their research
skills in selected areas across different
disciplines or fields.

¢ SAMMOHAN: To encourage, aggregate and
consolidate all scientific interactions in the
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country under one common roof. It has two
parts, SAYONJIKA and SANGOSHTI.

SERB

e Science and Engineering Research Board
(SERB) is a statutory body under the
Department of Science and Technology, Gol.

e It was established by an Act of the Parliament
of India in 2009 (SERB ACT,2008).

e It is headquartered in New Delhi.

Special Liquidity Scheme for NBFCs by
Reserve Bank of India

In News

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) laid down the
eligibility criteria for non-bank financiers and
mortgage lenders to utilize a special liquidity
scheme that was approved by the Union
cabinet.

Details

To borrow funds, the RBI mandate that non-
banking financial companies (NBFCs) and
housing finance companies (HFCs) should not
have net non-performing assets of more than
6% as on 31 March 2019 and the funds raised
will have to be solely used to extinguish existing
liabilities.

Scheme aims to help non-banking finance
companies (NBFCs) and housing finance
companies (HFCs) to improve their liquidity
position and avoid any potential systematic risk
to the financial sector.

Under the government proposal, a special
purpose vehicle (SPV) has been set up to
manage a stressed asset fund where the
securities will be guaranteed by the
government. The SPV would issue securities of
up to ¥30,000 crore and these would be
purchased by RBI.

The instruments will be commercial papers
(CPs) and non-convertible debentures (NCDs)
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with a residual maturity of not more than three
months and rated as investment grade.

Non-Banking Financial Company

e A non-bank financial company is a financial
institution that does not have a full banking
license or is not supervised by a national or
international banking regulatory agency.

e NBFC is a company registered under the
Companies Act, 1956.

e [t is engaged in the business of loans and
advances, acquisition of
shares/stocks/bonds/debentures/securities
issued by Government or local authority or
other marketable securities of a like nature,
leasing, hire-purchase, insurance business, chit
business.

e NBFC cannot accept demand deposits.

e NBFCs do not form part of the payment and
settlement system and cannot issue cheques
drawn on itself.

e Deposit insurance facility of Deposit
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation is
not available to depositors of NBFCs

Border Adjustment Tax
In News

India is mulling a new tax on all imports to aid
domestic manufacturing, a plan that resurfaced
after border tensions with China as part of the
Modi administration's self-reliance pitch.

BAT

e BAT (also known as a border-adjusted tax,
destination tax, destination-based cash flow tax
or a border tax adjustment) is a tax on goods
based on location of final consumption rather
than production.

e BAT is a duty that is proposed to be imposed
on imported goods in addition to the customs
levy that gets charged at the port of entry.

e The idea is to bring similar goods in the
imported and domestic baskets at par.
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Proposed mechanism

The Border Adjustment Tax is proposed to be a
non-creditable levy on imported goods. The idea
is to bring similar goods in the imported and
domestic baskets at par.

The Indian industry has been complaining to
the government about domestic taxes like
electricity duty, duties on fuel, clean energy
cess, mandi tax, royalties, biodiversity fees that
get charged on domestically produced goods as
these duties get embedded into the product. But
many imported goods do not get loaded with
such levies in their respective country of origin
and this gives such products price advantage in
the Indian market.

The Commerce and Industry ministry has
agreed that this demand of the Indian industry
is reasonable and is convinced that the
domestic uncreditable duties on 'Made In India'
goods put them at disadvantage vis-a-vis
similar imported products.

Trade Effects

e In theory, BAT is trade neutral: the stronger
domestic currency would make exports more
expensive internationally, lowering demand for
exported products while reducing the costs
incurred by domestic firms in purchasing goods
and services in foreign markets, helping
importers.

e Thus, the anticipated strengthening of the
domestic currency effectively neutralizes the
BAT, resulting in a trade-neutral outcome.
However other studies indicate that currency
adjustments may not always flow through to
price adjustments, shifting the incidence of the
tax to consumers and/or producers.

Impact on Exports

Such a BAT would not make a significant
change in improving the situation for Indian
producers to become part of global value
chains. In fact, it could be harmful.
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e Over 30% of India’s merchandise imports are
intermediate goods, used for exports and
domestic sales.

e OECD data shows that Indian exports from
a majority of its industrial sectors have an
import content ranging from 20% to 40%.

e To the extent import—and domestic—prices
increase due to the tax, this would raise slightly
the cost of domestic and imported inputs in
Indian exports. This could make it more difficult
for Indian products to compete with other
nations vying to replace their competition.

India’s first lichen park
In News

Uttarakhand forest department has developed
India’s first lichen park in Kumaon’s Munsiyari,
Pithoragarh district.

e The project aims to study the distribution of
different lichen species, their habitat, their
morphological and physiological aspects,
surveying and  literature  review, the
establishment of species, current threats to
their habitat including anthropological and
climatic factors, and coming up with suitable
conservation strategies and protection
strategies.

o These Jurassic-era lichen species are used in
food, perfumes, dyes and traditional medicines.
e Lichens are found in the Himalayas up to
5000 metres are important species as they are
the best bioindicators of the pollution levels.

e Uttarakhand has more than 600 species of
lichens followed by Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmir with 503 and 386 species
respectively.

e Lichen need pure air to grow. If pollution
levels increase in a certain area, the lichen
species decline there.

e One of the lichen species called Jhula Ghas
is used as a flavouring agent in Hyderabadi
biryani and some non-vegetarian dishes in
North Indian cuisine.
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e In Uttarakhand lichens are found in Chamoli,
Champawat, Pithoragarh, Nainital, Dehradun
region. Some lichen species found in the state
include Parmotrema pertatum, Usnea
lognissima, Lecanora subfuseescens, Sarcogyne
privigna, Arthonia impolitella, Acarospora fusca,
Acarospora oxytona, Polysporina dubia and so
on.

Lichen

e A lichen is a composite organism that arises
from algae or cyanobacteria living among
filaments of multiple fungi species in a
mutualistic relationship. They come in many
colours, sizes and forms.

e The properties are sometimes plant-like but
lichens are not plants. Lichens may have tiny,
leafless branches, flat leaf-like structures.

e They are one of the oldest living things, grow
in a wide range of habitat including some of the
most extreme conditions like the arctic, tundra,
hot dry desert rocky coasts, toxic heaps, roofs
bare rocks, walls, exposed soil surfaces are
some of the places where it can be easily found.

NAFTA is now USMCA
In News

In 2018, the United States, Mexico, and Canada
renegotiated the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA). The new deal is now called
the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA).

e The USMCA is an updated version of the
nearly 25-year-old, trillion-dollar NAFTA.

e [t includes major changes on cars and new
policies on labor and environmental standards,
intellectual property protections, and some
digital trade provisions.

Overview

e Country of origin rules: Automobiles must
have 75 percent of their components
manufactured in Mexico, the US, or Canada to
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qualify for zero tariffs (up from 62.5 percent
under NAFTA).

e Labor provisions: 40 to 45 percent of
automobile parts must be made by workers who
earn at least $16 an hour by 2023. Mexico
agreed to pass new labor laws to give greater
protections to workers, including migrants and
women. Most notably, these laws are supposed
to make it easier for Mexican workers to
unionize.

e US farmers get more access to the
Canadian dairy market: The US got Canada to
open up its dairy market to US farmers, a big
issue for Trump.

e Intellectual property and digital trade:
The deal extends the terms of copyright to 70
years beyond the life of the author (up from 50).
It also includes new provisions to deal with the
digital economy, such as prohibiting duties on
things like music and ebooks, and protections
for internet companies so theyre not liable for
content their users produce.

e Sunset clause: The agreement adds a 16-
year sunset clause — meaning the terms of the
agreement expire, or “sunset,” after 16 years.
The deal is also subject to a review every six
years, at which point the US, Mexico, and
Canada can decide to extend the USMCA.

Drug Discovery Hackathon 2020 (DDH2020)
In News

The Drug Discovery Hackathon (DDH), 2020
training programme kick-started. It is an online
platform to take open source drug discovery to a
higher pedestal in the crusade against the
COVID-19 pandemic.

About

e Drug Discovery Hackathon 2020 (DDH2020)
platform welcomes all those who wish to join
the open source drug discovery Hackathon
against Covid-19.

e DDH2020 is a joint initiative of AICTE, CSIR
and supported by Office of Principal Scientific
Advisor, Govt. of India, NIC and MyGov.
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e DDH2020 vision and mission is to establish
‘Open innovation Model’ for in silico drug
discovery against Covid-19 virus and will cover
the various processes in drug discovery,
including but not limited to, in silico screening
of molecules, lead optimization and
identification of drug-able non-toxic targets.

e The targets/tools/lead molecules identified
through the process of DDH2020 will be further
taken forward for synthesis followed by
subsequent steps in routine drug discovery

program.
e DDH2020 enables competing and
subsequently sharing drug discovery,

information, including but not limited to, ideas,
articles, papers and other literary work, data,
software, applications, notes, results of
experiments, patented inventions, confidential
information and other materials (hereafter
referred to as Information) submitted by the
users.

e Currently, India has more than 15 lakhs
students & faculty in the field of computer
sciences, pharmaceutical  sciences, and
biotechnology spread across 3000+ colleges and
universities.

The Global E-waste Monitor report 2020
In News

The third edition of the Global E-waste Monitor
2020 was launched in July 2020. This report
provides comprehensive insight to address the
global e-waste challenge.

The Global E-waste Monitor 2020 is a
collaborative product of the Global E-waste
Statistics Partnership (GESP), formed by UN
University (UNU), the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU), and the
International Solid Waste Association (ISWA), in
close collaboration with the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP).
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The World Health Organization (WHO) and the
German Ministry of Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) also substantially
contributed to this year’s Global E-waste
Monitor 2020.

Findings

e 53.6 million metric tonnes (Mt) of electronic
waste was generated worldwide in 2019, up 21
per cent in just five years.

e The report also predicts global e-waste-
discarded products with a battery or plug- will
reach 74 Mt by 2030.

e Only 17.4 per cent of 2019’s e-waste was
collected and recycled.

e Gold, silver, copper, platinum and other
high-value, recoverable materials were mostly
dumped or burned rather than being collected
for treatment and reuse.

e Asia generated the greatest volume of e-
waste in 2019 — some 24.9 Mt, followed by the
Americas (13.1 Mt) and Europe (12 Mt), while
Africa and Oceania generated 2.9 Mt and 0.7 Mt
respectively.

e E-waste is a health and environmental
hazard, containing toxic additives or hazardous
substances such as mercury, which damages
the human brain and / or coordination system.

e Proper e-waste management can help
mitigate global warming. In 2019, an estimated
98 Mt of CO2-equivalents were released into the
atmosphere from discarded fridges and air-
conditioners, contributing roughly 0.3 per cent
of global greenhouse gas emissions.

e FEurope ranked first worldwide in terms of e-
waste generation per capita with 16.2 kg per
capita. Oceania came second (16.1 kg) followed
by the Americas (13.3 kg). Asia and Africa were
much lower: 5.6 and 2.5 kg respectively.

e E-waste is a health and environmental
hazard, containing toxic additives or hazardous
substances such as mercury, which damages
the human brain and/or coordination system.

e An estimated 50 tonnes of mercury— used
in monitors, PCBs and fluorescent and energy-
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saving light sources— are contained in
undocumented flows of e-waste annually.

e E-waste in 2019 was mainly comprised of
small equipment (17.4 Mt), large equipment
(13.1 Mt), and temperature exchange equipment
(10.8 Mt). Screens and monitors, lamps, small
IT, and telecommunication equipment
represented 6.7 Mt, 4.7 Mt, and 0.9 Mt
respectively.

India will not import power equipment from
China

In News

Power Minister R.K. Singh clears that India
would not import power equipment from China
while Minister for Road Transport and
Highways said Chinese companies would not be
allowed to take part in road projects.

Decisions comes in the backdrop of India
contemplating an economic response against
China since border clashes.

Various strategies for this include

e More tariff barriers, subsidised financing for
encouraging domestic equipment usage,
rigorous testing of foreign equipment and prior
permission requirements for imports from
selected countries etc.

e Earlier, Centre has also decided to levy basic
customs duty in range of 20-40% on solar
equipment imports.

India’s dependence on China in power sector

e China has been a major source of power
equipment for India, with a share roughly a
third of the total imported machines in terms of
value.

o In the last 10 years, 12,540MW out of
22,420MW of super-critical power plants were
built on Chinese equipment.

e Also, privately-owned thermal power units,
roughly about 40,000MW, were built using
Chinese equipment.
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e In renewable energy sector, close to 75% of
India’s solar power capacity is built on Chinese
solar modules.

This move will block China's cheap import,
lower risk of cyber-attacks on critical power
infrastructure and also provide jobs in India.

Sustainable Development Report 2020
In News

The Sustainable Development Report 2020
presents the SDG Index and Dashboards for all
UN member states and frames the
implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in terms of six broad
transformations.

e 2020 report is focusing on Sustainable
Development Goals & CoVID-19 and includes
SDG Index that presents progress towards each
SDG since 2015.

Key highlights

e World had seen most rapid progress towards:
SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 9 (Industry,
Innovation and Infrastructure), and SDG 11
(Sustainable Cities and Communities)

e COVID-19 had negatively affected several
goals: SDG 1; SDG 2 (zero hunger); SDG 3 (good
health and wellbeing); SDG 8 (decent work and
economic  growth); SDG 10 (reduced
inequalities).

e Immediate relief to goals due to COVID 19:
SDG 12 (responsible consumption and
production); SDG 13 (climate action); SDG 14
(life below water); SDG 15 (life on land).
However, these gains will be short-term.

e Sweden is placed at the top of the index with
an overall score of 84.7 while Bangladesh has a
score of 63.5.

e Bangladesh position is ahead of India
(117th), Pakistan (134th) and Afghanistan
(139th) in South Asia, as per the index.
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SDG index

o India ranked at 117 (of 166) ranking below
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Sweden topped the
ranking.

e India faces major challenges in 10 of the 17
SDGs which include — SDG 2, SDG 3, SDG 5
(gender inequality) etc.

SDGs

e The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
was adopted by all member states of the United-
Nations in 2015. It describes a universal agenda
that applies to all countries. It was devised as a
successor to the Millennium Development
Goals.

e The SDG index frames the implementation of
17 SDG goals among UN member states in
terms of six broad transformations- education
and skills, health and wellbeing, clean energy
and industry, sustainable land use, sustainable
cities, and digital technologies.

e It was prepared by teams of independent
experts at the Sustainable Development
Solutions Network (SDSN) and the Bertelsmann
Stiftung.

Regional Maritime Information Fusion

Centre (RMIFC)
In News

After joining the Indian Ocean Commission
(IOC) as Observer in March, India is looking to
post Navy Liaison Officers at the Regional
Maritime Information Fusion Centre (RMIFC) in
Madagascar and also at the European maritime
surveillance initiative in the Strait of Hormuz for
improved Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).

e The Navy Liaison Officers is expected to be
posted at EMASOH by July and at the RMIFC
by September or October.

RMFIC

e The RMFIC functions under the aegis of the
IOC of which India became an Observer in
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March 2020 along with Japan and the United
Nations.

e On April 29th, 2018, at the Ministerial
Conference on Maritime Safety and Security
held in Mauritius, five States from the Eastern
and Southern Africa and Indian Ocean Region
(ESA-IO), namely Djibouti, @ Madagascar,
Mauritius, Union of Comoros and Seychelles,
signed the Regional Agreement for the Setting
up of a Regional Maritime Information
Exchange and Sharing Mechanism in the
Western Indian Ocean.

e The missions of the RMIFC is to:
o Collect, fuse and analyze
information

o Establish a regional Maritime Situational
Awareness (MSA) and maintain a Recognized
Maritime Picture (RMP)

o Interact with the Regional Center of
Operations Co-ordination (RCOC)

o Produce reports and studies related to
regional maritime safety and security and the
marine domain in general

e In this general area of interest, RMIFC
collects and processes the following 12 themes
which serve as the basis for information
management:

(i) Violent acts at sea

(ii)Unreported and unregulated illegal fishing

(iii) Maritime Incidents

maritime

(iv)  Traffic and contraband by sea
(v) Maritime natural event / AHSC
(vi) Irregular migration and human

trafficking by sea
(vii)  Proliferation
Initiative (PSI)

(viii) Maritime Critical Infrastructure
(ix)  Pleasure / maritime tourism

(x) Marine environment

(xi)  Maritime cybercrime and Others.

of Arms and Security

EMASOH

e The European Maritime Awareness in the
Strait of Hormuz (EMASOH) headquarters is
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composed of Belgium, Denmark, the
Netherlands and French officers and based at
the French naval base in Abu Dhabi.

e The aim is “to monitor maritime activity and
guarantee freedom of navigation in the Persian
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz.”

e On February 5, 2020the initiative was
declared operational by the French Ministry of
Armed Forces

Information Fusion Centre - Indian Ocean
Region

e The Information Fusion Centre for the
Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR), an initiative of
the Indian Navy and supported by the
Government of India launched in December
2018, has started functioning.

e The IFC-IOR has been established at
Gurugram along with the Information
Management and Analysis Centre, jointly

administered by the Indian Navy and Indian
Coast Guard.

Nagarahole National Park
In News

The Forest Department will soon put in place a
traffic monitoring mechanism along the roads
adjacent to Nagarahole National Park and criss-
crossing Mysuru and Kodagy districts to ensure
better compliance of forest laws by motorists
and minimise road kills.

Nagarhole National Park

e Located in Kodagu district and Mysore
district in Karnataka, India.

e One of India's premier Tiger Reserves along
with the adjoining Bandipur Tiger Reserve and
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary.

e It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.

e The park ranges the foothills of the Western
Ghats spreading down the Brahmagiri hills and
south towards Kerala state.

e The park derives its name from naga,
meaning snake and hole, referring to streams.



IAS GOOGLE - AUGUST 2020

e [t was set up in 1955 as a wildlife sanctuary.
It was upgraded into a national park in 1988.
The park was declared a tiger reserve in 1999.

‘SheshNaag’ train

e SheshNaag, super-long train is the longest-
ever train to run in India.

e [IRCTC operated this 2.8 km long freight
train by amalgamating four empty BOXN rakes,
which was powered by four sets of electric
locomotives.

e Indian Railways is trying to run multiple
freight rakes together in order to save
transportation time and, help in the
decongestion of the rail route.

e This incredible feat was achieved in the
South East Central Railway zone of the Indian
Railways.

Ozone Pollution
In News

According to an analysis by the Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE), ozone - a
harmful pollutant - increased in several cities
while particulate matter and nitrous oxide levels
fell during the lockdown.

Reasons Behind

e Ozone is primarily a “sunny weather
problem” in India. Ozone is not directly emitted
by any source but is formed by photochemical
reactions between oxides of nitrogen (NOx) and
other volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and
gases in the air under the influence of sunlight
and heat. It can be curtailed only if gases from
all sources are controlled.

e Normally, every year, winter pollution is what
draws our attention. The characteristics of
summer pollution are different: there are high
winds, intermittent rains and thunderstorms,
and high temperature and heat waves. This is
in contrast to winter — with its inversion, lower
mixing height of air, and cold and calm
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conditions that trap the air and the pollutants
in it.

About Ozone

e Ozone (0O3) is a colourless, reactive oxidant
gas. It is a highly reactive gas; even short-term
exposure of an hour is dangerous for those with
respiratory conditions and asthma and that’s
why an eight-hour average is considered for
ozone instead of the 24-hour average for other
pollutants.

e Ozone at ground level is a harmful air
pollutant, because of its effects on people and
the environment, and it is the main ingredient
in “smog.” Elevated ground-level ozone
exposures affect agricultural crops and trees,
especially slow growing crops and long-lived
trees

Mars' biggest moon Phobos and its craters
In News

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
shares the images of Phobos stated that the
Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) has managed to
capture a picture of Mars' biggest and closest
moon Phobos with the Mars Colour Camera
(MCC).

e Mars has two moons, the other being Deimos.
¢ Images highlighted craters on Phobos named-
Stickney, Shklovsky, Roche & Grildrig.

Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM)

¢ MOM, launched in 2013, is
exploration spacecraft by ISRO.

e Core objectives of MOM include exploring the
Martian surface features, morphology,
mineralogy and Martian atmosphere by
indigenous scientific instruments.

e Mangalyaan' mission made India the first
country in the world to successfully launch its
mission to Mars on the very first try.

a Mars
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Importance of MOM

e It aims to search for methane, an important
chemical in life processes.

e Mars has evidence for water and habitable
environment.

e Mars study will help to address fundamental
questions about history of our solar system.

Key achievements of MOM

e Discovered that dust storms on Mars can rise
up to hundreds of kilometers.

e Took full disc image of the planet, showing
Elysium - large volcanic province on Mars.

Mars Color Camera

The Mars Color Camera (MCC) onboard MOM
has 16 different modes of exposures, aimed at
imaging the Mars surface for Morphological /
Structural mapping, imaging dynamic events
viz. Polar Icecap, clouds, Dust storms, and
other opportunistic imaging.

Phobos

e Mars has two moons, Phobos and Deimos,
which are thought to be captured asteroids.

e Phobos is the larger and closer of the two
natural satellites of Mars.

e Phobos is largely believed to be made up of
carbonaceous chondrites.

e Phobos may be Mars' biggest Moon but in
comparison to Earth’s Moon, it’s pretty small
with a radius of only 11 kilometers.

e Even so, it's seven times bigger than Mars’
other moon, Deimos. It is so close that it orbits
Mars faster than Mars rotates, and completes
an orbit in just 7 hours and 39 minutes.

e Phobos is drawing closer to Mars by one
meter every century, and it is predicted that in
50 million years it will collide with the planet or
break up into a planetary ring.

¢ Phobos is one of the least reflective bodies in
the Solar System and features a large impact
crater, Stickney. The temperatures range from
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about -4 °C (25 °F) to =112 °C (-170 °F), on the
sunlit and shadowed sides respectively.

India Remains as Lower-Middle-Income

Economy
In News

India continues to be a lower-middle-income
country along with 46 others, while Sri Lanka
has climbed to the upper-middle-income group
for the fiscal year (FY) 2020, according to the
World Bank’s classification of countries by
income levels.

e In total 218 countries have been included in
this classification.

e Of 218 economies, 80 are in the high-income
group, 60 in the upper-middle, 47 in the lower-
middle and 31 in the low-income group.

e The World Bank classifies countries into four
income groups namely: low income, lower-
middle income, upper-middle income, and high-
income economies.

e The classifications are updated each year on
July 1 and are based on Gross National Income
(GNI) per capita in current USD (using the Atlas
method exchange rates) of the previous year.

For FY 2021 the classification was made on the
basis of the following GNI per capita

e Low-income economies:
below USD 1,035

e Lower Middle-income economies: GNI per
capita between USD 1,036 and USD 4,045

o Upper middle-income economies: GNI per
capita between USD 4,046 and USD 12,535

e High-income economies: GNI per capita of
above USD 12,536

GNI per capita,

India, its neighbours and BRICS

e Maldives ($9,310 or Rs 6,36,432) and Sri
Lanka ($4,060 or Rs 2,77,542) are the only two
countries in South Asia in the upper-middle-
income group.

e India ($2,020 or Rs 1,38,087) along with
Bangladesh ($1,750 or Rs 1,19,630), Bhutan
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($3,080 or Rs 2,10,549) and Pakistan ($1,580 or
Rs 1,08,009) fall in the lower-middle-income
group, while Afghanistan ($550 or Rs 37,598)
and Nepal ($960 or Rs 65,626) are among the
low income group economies.

GNI per capita

The GNI (Gross National Income) per capita is
the dollar value of a country’s total income in a
year, divided by its population. GNI includes the
amount of money earned by the citizens of the
country and businesses, nation’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and the income it
receives from the overseas sources.

Assam to upgrade Dehing Patkai Wildlife
Sanctuary into national park

In News

Assam has decided to take necessary steps to
upgrade the Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary
into national park.

e In order to expedite the process of upgrading
Dehing Patkai into a national park, the Chief
Minister directed the forest department to
prepare a draft notification and hold public
hearing to take the views of local dwellers
residing around the Dehing Patkai Wildlife
Sanctuary.

Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary

e [t is located in the Dibrugarh and Tinsukia
Districts of Assam.

e It is located in the Dehing patkai landscape
which is a dipterocarp-dominated lowland
rainforest.

e The forest further spreads over in the Tirap
and Changlang districts of Arunachal Pradesh.

e The Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary and a
part of Dehing Patkai Rainforest, due to their
importance for elephant habitat, were declared
as Dehing-Patkai Elephant Reserve under
Project Elephant.
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Basic for | Wildlife National Park

Comparisons Sanctuary

Meaning Wildlife National park
Sanctuary, is |is the
a natural | protected
habitat, area, which
owned by the | are
government established by
or private | the
agency, that | government,
safeguards to conserve
particular wildlife  and
species of | also develop
birds and | them.
animals.

Preserves Animals, Flora, fauna,
birds, insects, | landscape,
reptiles, etc. historic

objects, etc.

Objective To make sure | To protect the
that viable | natural and
population of | historic
the wildlife | objects  and
and their | wildlife of an
habitats are | area.
maintained.

Restriction Restrictions Highly
are less and it | restricted,
is open to | random
public. access to

people is not
allowed.

Official Not required | Required

Permission

Boundaries Not fixed Fixed by

legislation

Human Allowed but | Not allowed at

activities up to a | all.
certain

extent.
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High impact
(HICDP) projects

community development

In News

India and Maldives signed a contract for setting
up ‘Neighbourhood Fish Processing Plants’ at
two of the islands in the neighbouring country.

About

e These fish-processing plants are the first in a
series of High Impact Community Development
(HICDP) projects that India and Maldives have
committed to execute together under a total
grant of USD 5.5 million.

e These Projects chosen by the Government of
Maldives have a high-level of community impact
and participation in the areas of livelihood and
income generation, health, education, gender
and child empowerment etc.

e HICDPs constitute an important dimension of
the dynamic development partnership between
India and the Maldives. They will be
implemented by City and Local Councils.

Stalkerware
In News

According to Global cyber-security leader Avast,
there was a 51 % increase in the use of spyware
and stalkerware in India during the lockdown
period from March to June in the backdrop of
heightened domestic violence cases.

About

o Stalkerware is monitoring software or
spyware that is used for stalking.

o The term was coined when people started to
widely use commercial spyware to spy on their

spouses or intimate partners.

Spyware vs stalkerware

e A spyware app, which can also be installed
remotely, accesses the data usage pattern of the
device, gains access to photos and videos as
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well as other personal information of the user,
and then passes it off to a central server.

e On the other hand, in most cases, a
stalkerware app can be installed only when
someone has physical access to the digitally
connected device.

e Though the app works in a manner similar to
spyware apps, it goes a step ahead and also
gives out the location of the device to a master
device which controls the stalkerware app.

Latent Viral Infection
In News

Ever since cases of ‘reinfection’ — people who
had tested negative for COVID-19 testing
positive again after a while — emerged in early
January, the question of latency of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus is being hotly debated.

About

e A latent viral infection is an infection when
the virus in the body is dormant and does not
replicate within the host. It however possesses
the capacity to be reactivated at some point,
causing a flare-up of the disease much later.

e As opposed to active infections, where a virus
is actively replicating and potentially causing
symptoms, latent infections are essentially
static which last the life of the host and occur
when the primary infection is not cleared by the
adaptive immune response

e Latent viral infections can be reactivated into
a lytic form (the replication of a viral genome).
The ability to move back and forth from latent
to lytic infections helps the virus spread from
infected individuals to uninfected individuals”

e Examples are Herpes simplex viruses type 1
and 2, varicella-zoster virus, HIV, Epstein-Barr
virus (human herpesvirus 4), and
cytomegalovirus. They are known to cause
typical latent infections in humans.
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5G CLUB
In News

UK has mooted the 5G Club or D10 (Democracy
10) as it is called as an alternative to China-
dominated 5G space in the world.

About 5G club

e Also called D 10, it includes democracies of
G7 countries including UK, US, Italy, Germany,
France, Japan and Canada as well as Australia,
South Korea and India.

e It is basically mooted in order to develop
alternate supply chain of 5G technology.

e The main aim is to cut out Huawei out of the
5G supply chain network by 2023.

Features

The three essential features of 5G network
include: -

e eMBB - Enhanced Mobile Broadband with
data rates up to 2 Gbps and indoor of up to 20

Gbps.
e mMTC - Massive Machine Type
Communications (lmillion connections per

square kilometre) supporting a large number of
connected devices called Internet of Things (IoT)
e uRLLC - Ultra-reliable and Low Latency
Communications (1 milli second) enabling
applications such as tactile Internet, emergency
response, collaborative robotics, intelligent
transportation, eHealth, drones, and public
safety.

Advantages of 5G technology

e In agriculture, 5G can enable improvement in
the entire value-chain, from precision farming,
smart irrigation, improved soil and crop
monitoring to livestock management.

e In the energy sector, ‘smart grids’ and ‘smart
metering’ can be efficiently supported enabling
growth of alternate energy technologies.

e In healthcare, 5G can enable more effective
tele-medicine delivery, tele-control of surgical
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robotics and wireless
statistics.
e 5G will be used in in key government projects

such as smart cities and Digital India.

monitoring of vital

IN-SPACe
In News

The government approved the creation of a new
organisation to ensure greater private
participation in India’s space activities. It is the
second space organisation created by the
government in the last two years.

Need

e India currently holds a meagre 2% share in
the global space industry worth $360 billions.

e In a bid to increase its footprint in the global
space industry India as a part of Atma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan decided to throw open space
sector to private sector entities.

e While private sector in India is currently
involved in fabrication of rocket components,
this move will enable private sector to make
their own rockets and use ISRO's launch vehicle
ports like one in Siharikota to launch their own
rockets.

e Besides private sector participation will be
leveraged in manufacturing of satellites and
propellant technology and providing space-
based services.

e Thus, in order to provide a level-playing field
to private sector entities the Union Cabinet has
approved the establishment of IN-SPAce.

Functions

e Regulator of space industry in India.

o It will be responsible for granting approval to
private  sector entities to use space
infrastructure of ISRO for space missions.

e [ts decision will be binding on ISRO.

e It will also be responsible for building a
conducive policyecosystem for
commercialisation of space in India.

e It will hand-hold, promote and guide the
private industries in space activities.
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SpaceX Dragon
In News

SpaceX has become the 1lst private company to
launch humans into orbit as the company’s
Crew Dragon space module carried 2 astronauts
to International Space Station.

Spacecraft

The Dragon spacecraft is capable of carrying up
to 7 passengers to and from Earth orbit, and
beyond. It is the only spacecraft currently flying
that is capable of returning significant amounts
of cargo to Earth, and is the first private
spacecraft to take humans to the space station.

The Dragon spacecraft is equipped with two
drogue parachutes to stabilize the spacecraft
following reentry and four main parachutes to
further decelerate the spacecraft prior to
landing.

International Space Station

e Orbit: 400 Km above the surface of the Earth.
e It is a joint project of NASA, Roscosmos of
Russia, JAXA of Japan, European Space Agency
and Canadian Space Agency.

e ISS acts mainly as laboratory for microgravity
experiments which prepares human
spaceflights to farther world including Moon
and Mars.

Infrastructure boost in areas along China
border

In News

To ramp up infrastructure along the China
border, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
decided to spend 10% funds of a Centrally
sponsored scheme only on border projects in
Ladakh, Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Sikkim. 10% funds would be
reserved as an incentive for the Dbetter
performing States.
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e Under BADP the money is distributed to the
border States and Union Territories (UTSs)
depending on various criteria such as the length
of the international border and population.

e According to the new guidelines approved by
Union Home Ministry, the projects for
developing strategically important villages and
towns in border areas that have been identified
by the border guarding forces, will be given
priority.

e The BADP, initially started in 1980s for the
western border, has over the years expanded to
16 States and two UTs.

e Forces such as the Border Security Force
(BSF), deployed along the Bangladesh and
Pakistan borders; the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) on the China border; the Sashastra
Seema Bal along the Nepal border; and the
Assam Rifles stationed along the Myanmar
border would provide independent feedback on
the projects in the blocks concerned and may
be tasked to conduct social audit of the works,
it stated.

e No NGO or private institution could be hired
for infrastructure related work, the guidelines
said. The creation of infrastructure: -

o would help integrate these areas with the
hinterland

o create a positive perception of care by the
country

o encourage people to stay on in the border
areas leading to safe and secure borders

Border Area Development Programme (BADP)

e The programme aims to meet the special
development needs of the people living in
remote and inaccessible areas situated near the
international border and to saturate the border
areas with the essential infrastructure through
convergence of  Central/State/BADP/Local
schemes and participatory approach.

e BADP was initiated in the border areas of the
western region during that Seventh Five Year
Plan period for ensuring balanced development
of border areas through development of
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infrastructure and promotion of a sense of
security among the border population.

e BADP is an important intervention of the
Central Government to bring about development
of border areas by supplementing the State Plan
Funds to bridge the gaps in socio- economic
infrastructure on one hand and improving the
security environment in border areas on the
other.

Indian Gaur
In News

The first population estimation exercise of the
Indian gaur carried out in the Nilgiris Forest
Division has revealed that more than an
estimated 2,000 Indian gaurs inhabit the entire
division. The exercise has also revealed that the
majority of the animals in “conflict-prone” areas
in the division live perilously close to human
habitations due to habitat loss and
fragmentation, exacerbating the probability of
having problematic interactions with humans.

About Indian Gaur

e The gaur, also called the Indian bison, is
native to South and Southeast Asia and has
been listed as V