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SOCIOLOGY PAPERS (1964–2010)

Sociology 1964

Q. 1. ‘Examine the important factors involved
in social change.’ In what ways do so-
ciological and psychological factors gov-
ern the acceptance and rejection of
planned change?

Q. 2. Examine critically the concept of social
structure.

Q. 3. Distinguish between ‘customs’, ‘mores’
and ‘folkways’. Give suitable examples.

Q. 4. What is the role of ‘co-operation’ and
‘competition’ in social development?

Q. 5. What are the main types and agencies of
social control?

Q. 6. Analyse the sociological ideas of Weber
or Pareto.

Q. 7. Outline the important problems of. an
urban industrial society.

Q. 8. Outline the possible contributions of
sociology to planned economic
development and social change in India.

Q. 9. Discuss the essentials of a good
questionnaire. What are the possibilities
of its use as a research tool in India.

Q. 10. Analyze the concept of Welfare State.
Q. 11. Discuss briefly the important theories of

leadership.

Sociology 1965

Q. 1. Point out the recent trends in the develop-
ment of sociology as a science.

Q. 2. Bring out the role of culture in the
development of human personality.

Q. 3. Discuss the important factors involved
in the making of a criminal.

Q. 4. Differentiate between tradition, custom
and mores and show how they regulate
and control human behaviour.

Q. 5. Bring out clearly the meaning of
economic determinism in Marxian
thought.

Q. 6. Discuss the changing power structure
and leadership in the Indian rural
community.

Q. 7. Bring out Tonnies’ differentiation between
‘Community’ (Gemeinschaft) and ‘society’
(Gesselschaft) and show how this paved
the path for Cooley to develop his theory
of primary group.

Q. 8. Analyze mechanisms of miss media of
communication. How far do mass media
of communication influence the formation
of public opinion? Illustrate your answer
with examples.

Q. 9. Analyze the processes involved in social
organization.

Q. 10. Distinguish between audience and crowd.
Discuss the psychology of action crowd.

Q. 11. “Society is co-operation crossed by
conflict’. Comment.

Sociology 1966

Q. 1. Discuss the limits of prediction in
sociology as a social science.

Q. 2. Discuss the sociological significance of
caste as a form of social stratification.
Can we ever have a casteless society?

Q. 3. ‘Natural selection is a constantly
diminishing factor in the evolution of
civilized man’. Comment.

Q. 4. Trace the process by which rural areas
are affected by urban influences. Give
examples to illustrate your answer.

Q. 5. What are the logical steps in the research
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process? Justify their sequence.
Q. 6. Distinguish between the elite and the intellectual and analyze their role in social control.

Q. 7. Point out important recent trends in the
development of sociological theory.

Q. 8. Define ‘mass behaviour*. Enumerate
briefly the socio-psychological
characteristics of mass society.

Q. 9. ‘Bring out the role of prestige in
leadership. Distinguish between
dominance and leadership’.

Q. 10. Give a critique of Karl Marx’s theory of
social change.

Q. 11, Do you agree with the view: ‘Disorgani-
zation of the family as a primary group is
an unavoidable consequence of modern
civilization’? Support your answer with
arguments.

Q. 12. Write short notes on any two of the
following:—
(a)  Reference group.
(b)  Social planning.
(c)  Mores and folkways.
(d)  Welfare State.

Sociology 1967

Q. 1. Discuss the relationship of structure to
function in social systems.

Q. 2. Trace the emergence of social self in
society.

Q. 3. Discuss Tonnies’ concept of Gemein-
schaft. How does he differentiate between
Gemeinschaft and Geselleschaft?

Q. 4. Discuss the positive and negative
consequences of war as a form of social
conflict.

Q. 5. What specific characteristics mark the
caste system in India under the present

democratic set-up? Can we have a
casteless society? Give arguments.

Q. 6. Does the State exist for the individual or
the individual for the State.

Q. 7. Define ‘leadership’ and show how a
‘leader’ influences public opinion. Cite
instances from the life of Gandhi to
illustrate your answer.

Q. 8. Discuss how sociologists have dealt with
the idea of progress.

Q. 9. Mention the important safeguards
provided for the welfare of backward
clashes and scheduled tribes in the Indian
Constitution. Are they adequate?

Q. 10. Analyze the processes involved in the
formation of a crowd that you might have
witnessed. Also mention the main
characteristics of its behaviour.

Q. 11. Discuss the role of religion in primitive
society. Illustrate your answer with Indian
examples.

Q. 12. Discuss the main sources of social
statistics in India, and point out steps that
have been taken in recent years to correct
their shortcomings.

Sociology 1968

Q. 1. Do you agree with Maclver’s view that
we belong to association and not to
institutions? Support your answer with
arguments and illustrate it with examples.

Q. 2. Discuss reference group theory of human
behaviour.

Q. 3. Define ‘function’. Differentiate between
function, dys-function and non-function.
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Illustrate your answer with, examples.
Q. 4. Discuss important factors that account

for social dis-organization.
Q. 5. Discuss the role of culture in the

development of human personality.
Q. 6. List the institutions which Mahatma

Gandhi created end/or developed
considerably in order to fulfil his
constructive programme. Discuss in
detail any two of them.

Q. 7. ‘Sociologists would not have objected to
proselytization but for its harmful effects
on Indian culture’. Discuss critically.

Q. 8. Is the contemporary family undergoing a
process of social change or getting
disorganized? Give arguments in support
of your answer.

Q. 9. Discuss the processes involved in the
emergence of the consciousness of social
self.

Q. 10. Discuss the social implications of
economic planning with particular
reference to Community Development
Programme.

Q. 11. Are we more civilized than our ancestors?
Illustrate your answer with examples.

Sociology 1969

Q. 1. Explain the statement that sociology is
not just common sense. What are the
goals of sociology? Is it a science.

Q. 2. Discuss in detail religion as one of the
most effective means of social control.

Q. 3. What influence do biologically given
factors have or social behaviour?

Q. 4. Explain the connection between needs
and culture.

Q. 5. Identify some of the propaganda

techniques used in advertisement in
newspapers.

Q. 6. Describe briefly the main features and
tendencies of the Sarvoday Movement
and point out its major achievements.

Q. 7. What factors operate to produce
obedience to social norms. What happens
to them under conditions of social
change?

Q. 8. What is meant by integration of a society?
What are some of the factors influencing
integration?

Q. 9. Explain: ‘All population changes can be
reduced to four variable—fertility, mor-
tality, immigration and emigration.

Q. 10. Distinguish: clearly between (only three
of the following need be attempted:—
(a)  Crowd—public.
(b)  In group—out group.
(c) Social—categories—association.
(d) Family of orientation—family of

procreation.
Q. 11. Discuss: A mechanical invention may

bring about a series of social innova-
tions. Give Indian illustrations.

Q. 12. What are the main problems of urbanism
and urbanization? What measures are
being or should be adopted to solve them?

Sociology 1970

Q. 1. Explain in sociological terms how a caste
system is incompatible with democracy.

Q. 2. In what significant ways are animal
societies different from human societies?

Q. 3. What do you understand by socialization?
Compare the processes of socialization
of any two cultures known to you.

Q. 4. Why is social change inevitable? Is it
always progressive or beneficial?Page 3
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Q. 5. “The alarming growth of population,
particularly in India and similar countries,
is the greatest problem and must be
solved by taking drastic measures’.
Discuss the statement.

Q. 6. How does the breakdown of rules and
customs help to create social problems?

Q. 7. ‘Sociology emerged out of the problems
and issues vital to nineteenth century
Europe.’. Discuss and expand this theme.

Q. 8. Distinguish between social system and
social structure.

Q. 9. What do you understand by social
values? Is revaluation of values vitally
necessary for our progress?

Q. 10. Name three pre-industrial urban centres
of India and compare their social structure
with that of a modern city.

Q. 11. What do sociologists mean by group
integration?

Sociology 1971

Q. 1. In what significant way, if at all, has your
understanding of Indian society gained
through your study of sociology?

Q. 2. Point out some of the striking
demographic features of the Indian
population and bring out their sociological
implications.

Q. 3. How are the roles of older people in India
changing at present? Release these
changes to changes in society.

Q. 4. Explain with examples the concept of
role.

Q. 5. Give a brief outline of the methods by
which sociologists gain an understanding
of social stratification.

Q. 6. Explain how social structure and culture
offer resistance to innovation?

Q. 7. What are the characteristics of ritual as
religious action?

Q. 8. ‘Polyandry seems to be associated with
poor economic conditions’. Discuss this
with Indian or Tibetan examples.

Q. 9. Explain the following statement: ‘Norms
are based on cultural values’.

Q. 10. What does the individual get out of his
primary group?

Q. 11. Write short notes on any three of the
following:
(a)  Operational concepts.
(b)  Interest.
(c)  Ultimogeniture.
(d)  Adult socialization.
(e)  Destitution.

Q. 12. What is the distinctive contribution of Karl
Marx to the study of social change? Is it
possible to analyze social change in India
in terms of his contribution?

Sociology 1972

Q. 1. Distinguish between sociology and social
anthropology. How far is the distinction
relevant in non-Western societies?

Q. 2. How are the concepts of social role and
social structure related to each other?

Q. 3. Distinguish between law and custom.
Discuss the Ways in which customs
obstruct the implementation of social
legislation in India.

Q. 4. Discuss the impact of the green revolution
and land reforms on social stratification
in rural India.

Q. 5. Discuss the view that religion has only
taken new forms rather than declined in
modern society.

Q. 6. Analyze the changes taking place in the
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selection of a marital partner in India.
Assess the extent of the changes and their
impact on other social institutions.

Q. 7. Describe the salient features of the
matrilineal kinship system of the Nayars
of Kerala. What is the place of the Nayar
example in the general theory of kinship?

Q. 8. Discuss the changing character of
leadership in rural. India. How have these
changes affected the nature of legislative
bodies in the country?

Q. 9. Point out the striking differences in the
demographic features of rural and urban
areas in India.

Q. 10. ‘Culture is the third term between man
and nature. Discuss.

Q. 11. ‘Freedom is essential for existence)
survival, and growth of sociology’.
Discuss.

Sociology 1973

Q. 1. What are social phenomena? Distinguish
them from psychological phenomena.

Q. 2. ‘If Sociology claims to be a science, it
has to be comparative’ Discuss.

Q. 3. What is social structure? What is its
relation to social function?

Q. 4. Examine critically the view that the Indian
village is a self sufficient and autonomous
republic.

Q. 5 How far is it true to say that religion is
essentially a conservative force
obstructing economic development?

Q. 6. Distinguish between Karl Marx’s and
Marx Weber’s views on class.

Q. 7. What are Scheduled Castes? Evaluate the
changes taking place in their status in
modern India

Q. 8. Delineate the changes that have taken
place in the age at marriage in India. What
are the causes of these changes and what
are their effects on population growth?

Q. 9. What are social sanctions? Give an idea
of their variety, and show how they
regulate social behaviour.

Q. 10. Explain the concept of social mobility.
Discuss the role of Sanskritization in
social mobility in India.

Q. 11. What is meant by developmental cycle
of the family? Give an analytical
description of the development cycle of
the family in India.

Sociology 1974

Q. 1. Is society a natural phenomenon and
sociology a natural science? Discuss.

Q. 2. “Although the myth of race has been
exploded by modern science, racism is
widespread in the modern world”.
Comment.

Q. 3. Explain the concept of social structure.
Describe briefly the social structure of
any one of the following; an Indian village,
a modern factory, a political party.

Q. 4. How does the society ensure observance
of social norms? How are the deviations
from norms dealt with?

Q. 5. Discuss the structure and functions of
religious institutions with reference to
India. Explain the role of rituals in religion.

Q. 6. Distinguish between caste and class.
Analyse the salient features and role of
the middle class in India.

Q. 7. Discuss the nature of social mobility in
the caste system.

Q. 8. Discuss the impact of industrialization and
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urbanization on family in India.
Q. 9. What do you mean by planned social

change and explain how these are effected
in the Indian context.

Q. 10. How do you distinguish between ‘tradi-
tional’ and “modern” societies? Analyze
the traditional forces which are arrang-
ing modernization processes in India

Q. 11. Write short notes on any three of the
following:
(i) Evolutionism.
(ii) Emile Durkheim.
(iii) Cross cousin marriage.
(iv) Matrilineal kinship,
(v) Primary groups.

Sociology 1975

Q. 1. Can sociology be value free? Support your
answer with suitable illustrations.

Q. 2. Critically examine the inter-relationship
between populations and society and
explain how the growth of population is
a limiting factor on the production
process in a society.

Q. 3. Discuss the importance of culture in the
basic personality structure of an
individual.

Q. 4. Explain the concept of reference group.
How far is it useful in explaining social
mobility in Indian society?

Q. 5. To what extent do you agree with the
view that the joint family is persisting in
India? Illustrate your answer from recent
studies

Q. 6. ‘Compare and contrast the economic
institutions of the simpler societies with
those of complex societies.

Q. 7. Critically examine the view that caste is
being replaced by class in contemporary
Indian society.

Q. 8. Critically evaluate the concept of
modernization. To what extent is
modernization synonymous with
westernization?

Q. 9. Discuss the Marxian theory of social
change and examine its relevance to
developing societies.

Q. 10. What is “urbanisation”? Briefly describe the
main trends of urbanization in India from
1901 to the present.

Q. 11. Write short notes on any three of the
following:
(i) Ecology and society.
(ii) Social sanctions.
(iii) Elites and social stratification.
(iv) Totem and taboo.
(v) Slum clearance.

Sociology 1976

Q. 1. Examine the claims of sociology to be a
science and the mother of social
sciences.

Q. 2. If race is a myth, what are its real
sociological implications? Illustrate your
answer.

Q. 3. Explain the different kinds of
environment and discuss the role of
geographical factors in relation to society.

Q. 4. Discuss the need for social control and
evaluate the role of norms and values as
agents of social control.

Q. 5. Do you think that religion and religious
institutions block economic development
and political awareness? Substantiate your
answer with reference to India.

Q. 6. Discuss the characteristics of a traditional
society with reference to India. In what
ways modernization affects traditional
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societies in the third world?
Q. 7. Evaluate the changing frontiers of caste

system in contemporary India.
Q. 8. What is social change? Discuss the role

of technological factors in social change
with particular reference in India.

Q. 9. The Indian village is the lane of conser-
vatism. Substantiate this statement with
reference to structural functional aspects
of village community life.

Q. 10. Write notes on any three of the following:
(a) Population problems.
(b) Joint family.
(c) Sociolization.
(d) Reference-group.
(e) Class-conflict.
(f)  Social evolution.

Sociology 1977

Q. 1. Discuss the nature and scope of sociology
and explain its relationship with history.

Q. 2. Define culture and explain its influence in
the shaping of human personality.

Q. 3. Discuss the population problems in India
with particular reference to the politico-
economic implications of population
policy.

Q. 4. Distinguish clearly between the primary,
secondary and reference groups. Illustrate
your answer.

Q. 5. What is socialization? Explain briefly the
role of different agencies in the processes
of socialization.

Q. 6. Analyze the factors that have contributed
to make India a strong kinship oriented
society.

Q. 7. Do you agree that caste is based on co-
operation and class on conflict? Examine

the spheres of co-operation and conflict
in the caste-class stratification in modern
India.

Q. 8. Bring out the salient features of a
traditional society in contrast to a modern
society. Is India a tradition-oriented
society? Comment.

Q. 9. Evaluate the scope and limitation ones of
the programme of planned social change
in contemporary India.

Q. 10. Explain the role of urbanization in bringing
about social change in the developing
societies.

Q. 11. Write notes on any three of the following:
(a) Culture and civilization.
(b) Environmental pollution.
(c) Economic determinism.
(d) Urbanism.
(e) Family and religion.
(f)  Caste and politics in India.

Sociology 1978

Q. 1. Trace briefly the development of
sociology as a science and discuss its
relationship with economics.

Q. 2. Discuss the inter-relationships among
Culture Personality and Society.

Q. 3. Distinguish between formal and informal
agencies of social control. Discuss with
examples, religious, educational and legal
institutions as agencies of social control.

Q. 4. What is social structure? Show its
relationship to social function.

Q. 5. Critically examine the view that joint
family organization has been replaced by
nuclear family.

Q. 6. Compare and contrast caste and class as
forms of stratification Illustrate your
answer. Page 7
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Q. 7. Discuss, with examples, the conflict
theory of social change.

Q. 8. What are the features of urbanization?
Discuss the impact of urbanization on
rural society.

Q. 9. What is planned change? Evaluate the
impact of’ the major programmes of rural
development.

Q. 10. Describe the various measures taken by
the Government of India to improve the
status of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes.
To what extent have these measures been
successful?

Q. 11. Write short notes on any three of the
following:
(a) Reference group
(b) Population control.
(c) Dowry system.
(d) Norms and values.
(e) Race.
(f) Tribal integration.
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ADVANCED SOCIOLOGY

1969

Time allowed: 3 hours Maximum marks: 200
Candidates should attempt any five questions.

All questions carry equal marks
Answers must be written in English

Q. 1. Explain what is meant by function,
functional integration and normative
integration. Attempt a brief examination
of the problem of Indian national
integration from the point of view of
structure-function theory.

Q. 2. What do you understand by social
system? How is the system maintained
usually.

Q. 3. Whom would you consider the greatest
living sociologist? Name his works and
support your answer with a brief
description of his contribution to
sociology.

Q. 4. Appraise the relative advantages and
disadvantages of the conjugal and
consanguine patterns of family
organization.

Q. 5. Discuss the role of the Calvinists, Jews
and Marwaris in the development of
capitalism in their respective areas of
influence.

Q. 6. Discuss the long-run and short-run
consequences of automation in
industrialized and also developing
countries.

Q. 7. What are the advantages and

disadvantages of the questionnaire as a
research tool? Base your answer, if
possible, on your own or Indian
experience.

Q. 8. Social statistics reveals the nature and
complexity of cultural problems’. Explain
and illustrate by giving examples mainly
from Indian conditions.

Q. 9. Who were the eminent thinkers and how
did they influence profoundly the ideas
and ideologies of Mahatma Gandhi?

Q. 10. Give an appraisal of the concept of
Sanskritization in the light of the reference
group theory

Q. 11. What do the changing shapes of the pop-
ulation pyramid signify? Construct a rough
population pyramid of the U.S A. or the
U.K. and compare it with th3t for India.

Q. 12. Write short notes on any three of the
following:—
(a) Structural interview.
(b) Cultural lag.
(c) Ethnocentrism.
(d) Hypothesis testing.
(e) Sociological experiment.
(f) Law as an agency of change.

1970

Q. 1. Discuss the present status and prospects
of applied sociology in India, U.S.A., and
U.S.S.R.

Q. 2. What are the limitations of the use of
statistical methods in sociological
research?

Q. 3. Attempt a definition and classification of
crime. What do you understand by
‘white-collar crime’?

Q. 4. ‘Not only in technology and sciences but
also in hurnanitarianism and/or social
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progress in India is deeply indebted to Western thought and achievements’. Comment
analytically and critically.

Q. 5. Explain the implications of the following statement: ‘Social stratification is an outgrowth—
though not an imperative consequence—of the broader process of social allocation or distribu-
tion.

Q. 6. Indicate the trends of change of the Indian family system under influence of urbanism. In
what respects are they suggestive of westernization?

Q. 7. Write an essay on social thought in the oral and written literature of your mother tongue.

Q. 8. Describe briefly the directives in our
Constitution and their impact on our life
and culture.

Q. 9. What are some of the important causes
or sources of social change? Illustrate
your answer with Indian examples.

Q. 10. What are the functions of religion in the
social order? Is it possible to evaluate the
functional efficiency of religion?

Q. 11. Mahatma Gandhi is often described as
revolutionary. Examine this
characterization in the light of the theory
of social movements.

1971

Q. 1. Define ‘human nature’ and show how it
is related to culture.

Q. 2. Illustrate the uses of sociology with
reference to any one of its applied fields.

Q. 3. Discuss how law can initiate social
reform.

Q. 4. Does social stratification in India or
elsewhere impress you as a deliberately
and rationally planned method of getting
the society’s job done? Substantiate your
stand on this question.

Q. 5. Indicate the social dimensions of the
communication process.

Q. 6. Discuss the factors that produce juvenile
delinquency in India.

Q. 7. The educational system may maintain a

traditional system of social status or
conversely it may work to alter the
distribution of statutes. Examine which
of the two trends is facilitated by the
system of education currently in vogue
in India.

Q. 8. Give an account of the social relations
under feudalism. On the basis of your
knowledge of rural and tribal
communities attempt to identify feudal
survivals in Indian social relations.

Q. 9. What do you understand by public
opinion?

Q. 10. What according to Weber, are the
characteristics of bureaucracies? Q. 11.
Write short notes on any three of the
following:
(a) Mass culture.
(b) Quasi-groups.
(c) Self-fulfilling prophecy.
(d) Unforeseen consequences of

planned changes,
(c)  Institutional inertia.

1972

Q. 1. What in your view should be the shape
of the science as sociology? What are
the impediments in creating such a
science and how could we overcome
them? Page 10
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Q. 2. Show how sociological theorists have
dealt with the problem of continuity and
change in social systems.

Q. 3. Discuss the view that conflict is not
always dysfunctional.

Q. 4. What is participant observation? What are
its potentialities and limitations in
promoting sociological research?

Q. 5. Delineate the attempts made to tackle the
problem of caste in India by constitutional
and other legal means. How far have these
attempts been successful and why?

Q. 6. Examine the social roots of the leadership
of Buddha and Gandhi. How far is it
possible to consider these two as
charismatic leaders?

Q. 7. Examine the Weberian hypothesis
regarding the relation between religion and
economic development, with particular
reference to India.

Q. 8. ‘Education not only supports but also
creates inequality’. Discuss.

Q. 9. How far is it possible to divide the
societies in the world into those following
the system of the nuclear family and those
following the system of the extended or
joint family? Is there an inevitable trend
of change from the latter to the former?

Q. 10. Discuss the role of bureaucracy in the
growth of democratic institutions in rural
society.

Q 11.Assess the utility of the concept of
Sanskritization in understanding Indian
society and culture.

1973

Q. 1. Discuss the significance of the analogy
between society and animal organism in
sociological theory

Q. 2. ‘The individual is a product of the society
and not vice versa’. Discuss.

Q. 3. Trace the development of the comparative
approach in Sociology. Point out its
significance in modern sociology.

Q. 4. Discuss the types of evidence needed to
test the hypotheses of casual relationship
between variables and describe the salient
features of experiemental designs in
sociological research, which may be
employed for procuring such evidence.

Q. 5. Distinguish between patrilineal and
matrilineal kinship systems, with
illustration! from India. ,

Q. 6. What is the functionalist theory of
religion? What are the major criticisms
against it?

Q. 7. Show how social factors affect commu-
nication. Illustrate with any one of the
mass media of communication in India.

Q. 8. If the avowed aim of Judicial institution is
to maintain social stability, how do they meet
the demands of social change?

Q. 9. Show how and to what extent the
understanding of Indian society and
culture is helped by the study of classical
Indian literature.

Q. 10. Discuss the nature and significance of
the Backward Classes Movement in India.

Q. 11. ‘Planning in a plural society is essentially
an exercise in management of conflicting
demands made by diverse groups, classes
and categories of people’. Elucidate.

1974

Q. 1. Is it possible to arrive at universal
generalizations in sociology? Discuss this
problem with particular reference to the
development of sociology in the Third
War.
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Q. 2. Explain the concept of role and discuss
its import tance to the theory of social
structure.

Q. 3. Who are scheduled castes and what are
their problems? Analyse the changes that
have taken place among scheduled castes
since 1947.

Q. 4. Critically examine Durkheim’s
contributions to sociology.

Q. 5. Who are the elites? Analyse their role in
the developing societies.

Q. 6. Explain the concepts of “great tradition”
and “little tradition”. Show how these two
traditions are interwoven in Indian
civilization.

Q. 7. What are micro-sociology and maero-
sociology? How could the two be related?

Q. 8. Examine Max Weber ’s view that
bureaucracy is the most rational and
efficient instrument for achieving the
goals of the government.

Q. 9. Discuss the role of caste in politics in
post-independence India.

Q. 10. Show now the academic development of
students is influenced by the social back-
ground from which they come and the
social character of the educational insti-
tution which they attend.

Q. 11. Write short notes on any three of the
following with special reference to India:
(i) Child marriage.
(ii) Hypergamy.
(iii) Panchayati Raj.
(iv) Urban community,
(v) Agrarian reforms

I 975

Q. 1. “Sociologists are still in the process of
gathering facts at random and developing

competing theories of society”. Critically
comment in the light of the recent
developments in sociology.

Q. 2. Compare and contrast the views of Karl
Marx and Max Weber on the origin and
development of capitalism and explain their
significance in understanding the
developmental processes in the third world.

Q. 3. Discuss the relationship between social
structure and social function and examine
the ‘imitations of the structural functional
approach in the study of developing
societies.

Q. 4. Explain the changing basis of social
stratification in India. How far will it
minimize social inequality in India.

Q. 5. Examine the importance of the
comparative method in sociological
research.

Q. 6. What do you understand by social
evolution? Describe the theory of multi-
linear evolution.

Q. 7. Discuss the factors responsible for the
sustenance of caste in Indian society.
What measures do you suggest for
eliminating its influence?

Q. 8. Describe Weber ’s ideal type of
bureaucracy. Comment with suitable
examples from India, on the dysfunctions
of bureaucracy.

Q. 9. Do you agree with the view that
Panchayati Raj has only helped fractional
politics in Indian villages? Substantiate
your answer with suitable examples.

Q. 10. Explain the factors responsible for agrarian
unrest in India. What remedies do  you
suggest to overcome this problem ?

Q. 11. Write short notes on any three of the
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following :

(i) Status and role.

(ii) Questionnaire and interview
schedule.

(iii) National integration and communal
tensions.

(iv) Industrialization and urbanization.

(v) Student unrest and job-oriented
education.

1976

Q. 1. Critically examine the view that sociology
is a positive and not a normative science.

Q. 2. Discuss Durkheim’s views on Anomic
and their relevance in understanding
contemporary Indian situation.

Q. 3. Explain, with illustrations, the use of
scaling techniques in sociological
research.

Q. 4. What do you understand by “conflict
theory” ? Examine the views of any one
of its principal modern proponents.

Q. 5. Show how the changes in economic
institutions are based ultimately on
changes in technology.

Q. 6. Analyse the changing role of caste in
Indian politics. In the light of your
analysis can caste be eradicated in India
?

Q. 7. What is a “tribe” ? Examine the view that
the tribes in India are tribes in transition.

Q. 8. Comment on the view that traditional
Indian society was hierarchical not only
in fact but also in design.

Q. 9. Discuss the view that the main source of
social inequality in contemporary India is
not caste but the unequal distribution of

land.
Q. 10. How fur do you agree with view that

the ear lier  phase of social reform
movements in India had only linkered
with the social pathological situation
obtaining in the society ?

Q. 11. Examine some of the principal social
factors that have to be taken into account
in planning for economic development
in India.

1977

Q. 1. Is the nature of the subject-matter of
sociology a limiting factor in arriving at
universal generalizations? Examine how
natural sciences have an advantage over
social sciences?

Q. 2. Bring out the significance of division of
labour in society with special reference
to the work of Emile Durkheim.

Q. 3. Maxweber and Karl Marx represent two
different schools of thought with regard
to the role of religion and the rise of
capitalism. Discuss.

Q. 4. What is functionalism? Discuss the scope
and limits of functionalism.

Q. 5. Define status, role and role conflict.
Explain their importance in understanding
social structure with appropriate
illustrations.

Q. 6. Analyse the factors responsible for
structural-func-tional changes in the
institution of family.

Q. 7. What is sampling ? Discuss the main
types of sampling and explain how
stratified sampling fulfils scientific
requirements.

Q. 8. Do you agree that caste is a public
recognition of a private institution ?
Delineate the negative and positive role
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of caste in modern India.
Q. 9. Do you agree with the view that the rise

of nationalism could be said to have
given an impetus to casteism and
communalism in India?

Q. 10. Have panchayati raj institutions helped
democratic decentralization of power and
emergence of grass-root leadership ?
Evaluate the role and impact of panchayati
raj on rural social life.

Q. 11. Discuss some of the important social
reform movements in British India.
Analyse their impact on Indian social life.

1978

Q. 1. What is sociological method ? Explain
how sociological analysis is different from
economic analysis. Illustrate your answer.

Q. 2. Compare the contributions of Marx with
those of Weber to sociological analysis.

Q. 3. What are the different theories of social
structure ? Explain in full any one theory
which you consider satisfactory. Give
reasons.

Q. 4. Compare and contrast the survey method
with participant observation.

Q. 5. What are the attributes of role ? Bring
out the importance of role and social
network in analysing social processes.

Q. 6. Discuss the nature of class conflict in
industrial society. Illustrate your answer.

Q. 7. Discuss, with examples, the part played
by social and cultural factors in economic
development.

Q. 8. Explain the changing power structure in
rural India.

Q. 9. Discuss the part played by Backward
classes movements in bringing about
social change in India.

Q. 10. Attempt a sociological explanation of
agrarian unrest in contemporary India, and
suggest measures to overcome it.

Q. 11. Write short notes on any three of the
following :
(a) Bureaucracy.
(b) Descent groups.
(c) Communalism.
(d) Scaling techniques.
(e) Development planning.
(f) Slums.

SOCIOLOGY PAPER I

1979

Time alowed : 3 hours Maximum marks: 300
Q. 1. Substantiate, citing literature, the view

that analysis of social stability and change
has been the main concern of classical
sociologists.

Or
Explain the view that the social system is
a basic conceptual model useful in
understanding social organization.

Section A

Q. 2. Examine as to why and how Durkheim
ascribed social reality to the group, not
to the individual.

Q. 3. Taking clue from Weber’s analysis of the
role of Calvinist ethics in the rise of
mature capitalism, discuss the relative
impact of (a) economic conditions, and
(b) values and ideas, on social change.

Q. 4. “The personality is formed, maintained
and changed as the socialization pro-
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cess moves along.” Explain.

Q. 5. What functions does social conflict
perform ? Explain the nature of social
conflict in the developing countries today.

Q. 6. Write short notes on any two of the
following :

(a) Pareto on social equilibrium.

(b) Power and legitimacy.

(c) Role-set and role conflict.

(d) Totemism and social solidarity.

Q. 7. Discuss the Marxian theory of class as
criticized by Weber.

Section B

Q. 8. What do you mean by empiricism?
Examine the significance of empirical
confirmation in building sociological
theory.

Q. 9. “Participant observation in many
situations is nothing more than a case
study.” Comment.

Q. 10. Explain the basic features of the   ex post
facto research design and assess its role
in sociological research.

Q. 11. Write notes on any two of the following :

(a) Reliability and validity.

(b) Verstehen method.

(c) Sources of hypothesis.

(d) Survey research.

SOCIOLOGY PAPER II

1979

Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks: 300
Q. 1. Bring out the unity and diversity in the

society and culture in India. 68
Or

Describe the different approaches to the
study of Indian’ society and examine fully
the utility of any one of them.

Section I

Q. 2. Discuss the impact of religious, linguistic,
caste and tribal groups on the nation
building process in India. 58

Q. 3. Distinguish between tribe and caste
bringing out the implications of the
difference for settlement pattern and
community living. 58

Q. 4. Enumerate and explain the factors
conducive to joint family and comment
on its prevalence/disappearance in rural
India. 58

Q. 5. Enumerate the forces affecting the
jajmani system and examine their impact
on the ‘community’ aspect of the village,
58

Q. 6. Examine whether the different centres of
political power in India are successful as
democratic institutions. 58

Section II

Q. 7. Define social stratification and discuss the
principles of stratification in the traditional
hierarchy. 58

Q. 8. Examine the changing stratification
system in modern India in relation to the
issues of equality and social justice. 58

Q. 9. Bring out the impact of education on social
mobility and equality with special
reference to the Scheduled castes. 58

Q. 10. Define social change and assess the role
of legislative measures in bringing aboutPage 15
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social change in India. 58
Q. 11. Write short notes on any two of the

following: 58
(a) Social movements in post-

independence India.
(b) Industrialisation and social change

in India.
(c) Role of religion in the traditional

Indian society.
(d) Unintended consequences of planned

social change In India.

SOCIOLOGY PAPER I—1980.

Time allowed: 3 hours Maximum marks : 300
Q. 1. Distinguish between formal and informal

structures of organization and show how
some of the problems of formal
organizations can be better understood in
terms of this distinction.

Or
Define ‘social stratification’ and critically
examine the view that Marx has
“oversimplified the structure of
stratification by reducing it to one factor,
control of the means of production”.

Section A

Q. 2. What do you mean by functionalism?
Explain Merton’s paradigm of functional
analysis. Does it satisfy the requirements
of a rigorous theory ?

Q. 3. In what ways is organic solidarity
different from mechanical solidarity?
Does organic division of labour lead to
greater efficiency? Illustrate your view
with examples.

Q. 4. Examine Pareto’s analysis of the
circulation of elites. Is it valid for the
modern industrial societies ?

Q. 5. Distinguish among power, prestige and
authority. What are the different ways in
which an authority may gain legitimacy ?
Why does a changing society face crises
of legitimacy ?

Section B

Q. 6. Bring out the relationship between tech-
nological development and changes in
family and kinship. How do you account
for the different types of kinship sys-
tems in the U.S. and Japan which are
similar with regard to technological
development?

Q. 7. Define and elaborate social fact and social
action as the subject matter of sociology.
What are the problems which such a
subject matter poses for its scientific
study? Can it be studied scientifically at
all?

Q. 8. Distinguish between observation and
interviewing as techniques of data
collection Under what contexts may their
use be recommended ? Bring out their
merits and demerits as regards their
objectivity and validity

Q. 9. Write short notes on any two of the
following :
(a) Religion as a force both for

integration   and conflict within
society

(b) Dialectics of change as applied to
the Indian society.

(c)  Changes in the society at large and
role conflict within the family

(d) The significance of the combination
of induction and deduction in scien-
tific method.

PAPER II—1980.
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Time allowed: 3 hours Maximum marks: 360
Candidates should attempt Question 1
which is compulsory and any four of
the remaining questions taking at least
two questions from each Section.

All questions carry equal marks.
Q. 1. What arguments are adduced by some

authors to assert that the caste system is
peculiar only to India, and by some others
to show that it is a universal phenomenon
observable in other parts of the world as
well?

Or
Some authors maintain that the caste system
contributes to solidarity and harmony in
society whereas some others think that it is
an exploitative system. What are the
grounds for such divergent views?

Section A

Q. 2. Analyse the interrelationships among the
joint family, the caste system and the
village community in the traditional Indian
society and show how they were
supported by the peculiar economic
organization and the value system.

Q. 3. Describe the traditional modes of
adaptation and mobility in tribe and caste
in India and bring out the significant
changes in these pocesses since
independence.

Q. 4. Traditionally, marriage in the Father-right
societies in India was not merely a union
between man and woman, but a
permanent transfer of a woman from the
family of her parents into that of her
husband. What customs and practices in
marriage and family can you adduce to
substantiate this observation?

Q. 5. There are tendencies in some parts of the
country, on the part of the native people
of a region to discriminate against the
immigrants. Analyse the economic,
demographic and socio-cultural factors
which may give rise to the politics of
nativism.

Section B

Q. 6. Examine India’s claim to be a secular
state and society. Does the concept of
secular state as understood in India lead
to the spread of secularism in society as
a scientific concept.

Q. 7. Give a brief account of the major social
reform movements in the 19th and 20th
century India. How and why can they be
regarded as fundamentally different from
such movements in the past?

Q. 8. Explain why it is not urbanization alone,
but urbanization combined with
industrialization, which is responsible for
far-reaching changes in society.

Q. 9. Write short notes on any two of the
following:
(a) Varna and Jati.
(b) Growing economic disparities

despite development planning
(c) Show progress of Scheduled Castes

despite Protective Discrimination.
(d) Whether the status of women in In-

dia is due to their inherent qualities
or to social arrangements.

SOCIOLOGY PAPER 1—1981

Section A

Q. 1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each answer should not
exceed 200 words):—
(a) Alienation in modern society.Page 17
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(b) “Value Problem” in sociological
research.

(c) Social Action and Pattern variables.
(d)  Socialization and the Self.

Q. 2. What are the major  postula tes in
functional analysis? Is the framework
conservative or radical in its approach
to the study of social phenomena?
Substantiate your view.

Q. 3. Discuss how the sociologists have tried
to solve the problem of differentiating the
nature and scope of their disci-pline from
the subject-matter of other social
sciences.

Q. 4. Distinguish among the concepts of “so-
cial inequalities”, social hierarchy” and “the
perpetuation of social inequalities”. How
are these features manifested in the dif-
ferent forms of social stratification?

Section B

Q. 5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each answer should not
exceed 200 words):—
(a) Cultural lag and directed change.
(b) Role of education in continuity and

change.
(c) Impact of property concepts on the

nature of society.
(d) Power of the elite and the masses in

democratic societies.
Q. 6. In what sense is family a primary group?

Examine fee correspondence between the
nature and functions of the family on the
one hand and the nature and functions of
the state on the other, in a changing
society.

Q. 7. Explain the basic features of
“bureaucracy” and ‘oligarchy”. Do you
think that they have become a part of all

modern societies? If so, why?
Substantiate your answer with examples.

Q. 8. Analyse Weber’s thesis on the “protestant
ethic and the spirit of capitalism” In the
light of this thesis do you think that all
religions facilitate social change? Illustrate
your answer.

SOCIOLOGY PAPER II—1981

Section A

Q. 1. Write notes on any three of the following
in not more than 200 words each:—
(a) Orthogenetic and heterogenetic

factors of social change in India.
(b) The changing position of woman in

India.
(c)  Jajmani system.
(d)  Panchayati Raj.

Q. 2. Examine on the basis of empirical
evidence whether castes are evolving into
social classes. How do you account for
the phenomenon of casteism?

Q. 3. Describe the variation in the form,
structure and function of the Indian family
at present. Can this be understood in
terms of rural urban dichotomy? Elaborate
your point of view?

Q. 4. Bring out the socio-cultural contexts of
educational inequality. In view of these
circumstances what measures you think
are appropriate for the solution of the
educational problems of the Scheduled
Castes?

Section B

Q. 5. Write notes on any three of the following
in not more than 200 words each:—

(a) Acculturation and integration of tribal
communities. Page 18
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(b) Social structural impediments to the
adoption of family planning practices
in India.

(c) Socio-religious reform movements in
modern India.

(d) Socio-cultura! causes of corruption.
Q. 6. Compare and contrast the stratification

systems and ideological patterns among
the major religious categories in India.
Evaluate the problem of religious conver-
sion against this background.

Q. 7. In what sense was the traditional Indian
village a ‘community? Bring out the
impact of the Community Development
Programme upon that ‘community’

Q. 8. Describe the rural-urban differences in
socio-cultural characteristics such as
caste and religion and bring out their
implications for economic and political
behaviour.

SOCIOLOGY PAPER I—1982

Section A

Q. 1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each answer should not
exceed 200 words):
(a) Suicide as a social fact
(b) Descent and Kinship as social

networks.
(c) Modernization and Intergenerational

mobility.
(d) Suitability of questionnaire for data

collection in developing societies
Q. 2. How far do you agree with the view that

while neopositivism reduces sociology to
measurement, functionalism, directs at-
tention towards meaning? Can founction-
alism explain dynamic social processes?

Q. 3. Discuss the utility of Max Weber’s ideal
type as a methodological tool. Explain
how Weber uses the ideal type procedure
to depict the authority patterns.

Q. 4. Is social stratification a particular form
of social inequality? Analyse the role of
wealth, power and status in the
perpetuation of stratification systems in
the society.

Section B

Q. 5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each answer should not
exceed 200 words):
(a) Pressure groups and economic

development.
(b) Industrialization and regional

imbalances.
(c) Social movements and the uplift of

the weaker sections.
(d) Indoctrination and educational

processes.
Q. 6. Discuss the role of participative decision

making in formal and informal
organizations. Is it possible to have
workers’ participation in industrial
organizations?

Q. 7. Distinguish between science and religion.
Examine religion as a functional and
dysfunctional factor in the contemporary
society.

Q. 8. Analyse Marxian theory of social change.
Is it useful to comprehend the changes in
the developing societies?

PAPER II—1982
Section A

Q. 1. Write notes on any three of the following
in not more than 200 words on each ;
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(a) Continuity and change in India
(b) Agrarian and industrial class

structure
(c) Intergenerational gap and youth

unset
(d) Decentralization of power and

political participation.
Q. 2. What are the features of economic

development? Outline the social
determinants and consequences of
economic development in India.

Q. 3. Discuss the changing political relations
in rural ‘India in the context of democratic
decentralization.

Q. 4. Critically examine the , view that joint
family organization in India is changing
over to nuclear family.

Section B

Q 5. Write notes on any three of the following in
not more than 200 words on each:

(a) Education and social mobility
(b) Direction of tribal change
(c) Socio-cultural dimensions of Indian

villages
(d)  Westernization and modernization.

Q. 6. Discuss industrialization and urbanization
as interrelated factors of social change in
India.

Q. 7. What is a social movement 7 Discuss
with examples the part played by social
movements in bringing about social
change in India.

Q. 8. What do you understand by population
dynamics? Discuss the social dimensions
of population control and family welfare
programmes in India.

SOCIOLOGY PAPER I—1983

Time allowed: 3 hours Maximum marks 300

Section A

Q. 1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Participant observation and the

problem of objectivity.
(b) Functional prerequisites of society.
(c) Religious and scientific world views.
(d) Family in industrial societies.

Q. 2. Distinguish between social change and
social development. How does the
knowledge of Sociology help in the
formulation of development policies?

Q. 3. Discuss suicide as a social fact. While
explaining the typology of suicide
according to Durkheim, bring out the
destabilizing role of anomie in modern
societies.

Q. 4. Are caste and class merely different forms
or qualitatively different types of social
stratification? Elucidate your point of
view.

Section B

Q. 5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Bureaucracy and planned

development.
(b) Jajmani system as a form of

exchange.
(c) “Vote Banks” and the democratic

process.
(d) Secularization and social solidarity.

Q. 6. Analyse the social determinants of indus-
trialization. Will industrialization per se lead
to equality and balanced development in
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the society?
Q. 7. Do you agree with the view that

legitimacy is a powerful instrument in the
hands of the elite in the contemporary
society? What are the different grounds
on which the ruling elite have tried to
legitimize their authority in democratic and
totalitarian societies?

Q. 8. Examine the concept of equality of
educational opportunity. What are the
social constraints and social
consequences implicit in the pursuit of
this goal?

SOCIOLOGY PAPER II—1983

Time allowed: 3 hours Maximum marks: 300
Section A

Q. 1. Write notes on any three of the following
in not more than 200 words on each:
(a) Universalisation and parochialisation

in Indian civilization.
(b) Bride and bridegroom price.
(c) The changing social composition of

the political elite since Independence.
(d) Unionisation and the agrarian

classes.
Q. 2. What is the relative role of ritual and

secular factors in the traditional caste
system? Explain how their role is
changing in the modern time.

Q. 3. Distinguish between the Indological and
the Sociological views on the Hindu
family and show how the former has
influenced the latter.

Q. 4. Examine, with particular reference to
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
the view that education promotes social
equality.

Section B

Q. 5. Write notes on any three of the following
in not more than 200 words on. each:

(a) Religious minorities and national
integration.

(b) Distinction between tribe and caste.
(c) Socio-cultural dimensions of infant

mortality in India.
(d) Women’s role in economic

development.
Q. 6. Discuss the efficacy of land reforms to

transform India’s agrarian social
structure.

Q. 7. Examine the view that the traditional so-
cial institutions of India are a major im-
pediment to its industrialisation.

Q. 8. How far is it true to say that the urban
social structure in India is only a
replication of the rural social structure?

SOCIOLOGY (MAIN)

PAPER-I-1984

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Rapport and objectivity in social science

research
(b) Allienation in developing societies
(c) Change in sex roles and the socialisation

of children
(d) Social aspects of Industrial economic

system
2. Do you agree with the view that sociology

can never be a science? What limitations
need to be taken into consideration in the
scientific study of social phenomena?Page 21
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3. Discuss Marx’s concept of class. Is class
struggle inevitable for the elimination of
inequalities and exploitation in the third
world societies?

4. Analyse scientific theory of culture. Will the
crisis in culture in the contemporary society
facilitate the emergence of new man?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Ideal types and social analysis
(b) Changing concept of property
(c) Religious factor in economic

development
(d) Education and modernisation

6. Discuss family as a basic and fundamental
social institution. Do you think the changing
sex roles necessitate the replacement of
family by another institution?

7. Explain the role of community power
structure in the political decision-making
processes in the society. Are power and
authority getting broad based in India today?

8. Examine the relationship between social
structure and social change. Has the Indian
social structure facilitated or hindered the
process of change?

PAPER-II-1984

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Caste among the non-Hindus
(b) Scheduled caste elites
(c) The changing status of women

(d) Dominant caste and the agrarian power-
structure

2. What is the structural perspective on the
caste system? Is it not an oversimplification
to describe the system as a hierarchy of
statuses based on the opposition of the pure
and impure?

3. Describe the main characteristics of the
Jajmani system. Do you agree with the view
that it is basically an institution of politico-
economic dominance and dependence?

4. Discuss the social consequences of
economic development in India. Do you
share the view that it has increased
economic inequality and failed to promote
social justice?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) The impact of democratisation on the

village community
(b) The social background of poverty
(c) Rural urban migration
(d) The future of tribal culture

6. Examine the role of caste as a pressure-
group in contemporary Indian politics.

7. Trade the impact of urbanisation on the
Hindu family.

8. How far is tradition a barrier to modernisa-
tion? Does not modernisation take the form
of traditionalisation in India?

PAPER-I-1985

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
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(a) Sociology is a science of society.
(b) Research Design.
(c) Interview as a method of social

research.
(d) Religion and society.

2. Discuss the contributions of Durkheim to
sociology. How far did his methodology
influence sociological traditions?

3. How does culture influence personality? Can
personality influence culture? How?

4. What are the agencies of social control?
Which is the most effective one in a
democratic society?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Planned development in a democracy.
(b) Power.
(c) Social Mobility.
(d) Youth Culture.

6. Has development been successful in
removing poverty? Can you relate
development to progress?

7. Can education be considered as an agent of
social change? In what manner can it
establish a new social order?

8. How is Marxism relevant to developing na-
tions? Will it be able to establish classless
societies?

PAPER-II-1985

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Divorce among the Muslims.

(b) Protective discrimination: its sociology
and politics.

(c) Kula, Vansa and Gotra.
(d) Inequality in the agrarian social

structure.
2. Comment on the distinction between

‘hierarchy’ and ‘social stratification’. Which
of the two will be a more appropriate term
to describe the caste system and why?

3. Discuss the process of social mobility in
the caste system commonly described as
sanskritization and westernization. Have
they effected any structural change in the
system?

4. Examine the impact of recent social
legislation on Hindu marriage and family
with special reference to the status of
women.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Education for social equality.
(b) Planning for the rural poor: IRDP and

NREP.
(c) Religious and ethnic conflict in India.
(d) Servodaya as a social movement.

6. What is the link between industrialisation
and urbanisation? What happens when ur-
banisation outstrips industrialisation? An-
swer with reference to India.

7. Discuss the salient features of the
demographic situation in India. What are
the prospects of reducing the birth rate and
stabilising it in the near future?

8. How far is generational disaffiliation
responsible for youth activism in India? Why
is the Indian youth failure to respond to the
national challenges? Page 23
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PAPER-I-1986
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) The problem of objectivity in Sociology.
(b) Techniques employed in measuring at-

titudes.
(c) Bureaucracy in developing societies.
(d) New strategies for the rural

development in India.
2. Discuss Durkheim’s concept of Division

of Labour. In what way does it differ from
that of classical and neo-classical
economists?

3. Show how culture constituted a seminal idea
in B. Malinowski’s works.

4. What is ‘social action’? What is its place in
the analytical frameworks of Max Weber
and Talcott Parsons?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Ethnic group and its role in society.
(b) Problems of nation building in

developing countries.
(c) Intergenerational mobility in a caste

society.
(d) Historical materialism.

6. Critically assess R. K. Merton’s views on
the contributions of research to the
development of sociological theory.

7. How do you relate the educational system
to the economic development in India?

8. Discuss the role of religion to the world

today. Has the super growth of science any
demystifying effect on religion?

PAPER-II-1986
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a)  The case for a uniform civil code.
(b) The Indian family in continuity and

change.
(c) Class-conflict in the agrarian society.
(d) The Indian intellectual between tradition

and modernity.
2. Examine the impact of Buddhism and Islam

on the Hindu society.
3. ‘Despite all the fusion and fission that the

caste system has undergone through the
ages it has binded to maintain the
permanency of its form’. Comment.

4. Discuss the changing value-orientations of
women in the Indian middle class families.

Section B
5. Write short notes on any three of the

following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Education for development: the

sociological implications of the new
education policy.

(b) Communal tensions: their economic and
social background.

(c) The emerging pattern of rural
leadership.

(d) Urban decay: the culture of over-
crowded neighbourhoods and slums in
industrial cities.

6. Trace the impact of culture contact on the
Indian tribes.

7. Discuss the factors responsible for the
growing feeling of alienation among the
religious minorities in India. How can they
be made to overcome this feeling?Page 24
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8. Stress the importance of regional
development in the context of national
planning in India. Can regional disparities be
reduced within the framework of a centralist
planning?

PAPER-I-1987
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Techniques of Date Collection
(b) Ideal types
(c) Social Movement
(d) Alienation

2. Do you agree with Max Weber that the
Protestant Ethnic and the Spirit of
Capitalism are correlated? What are the
alternative theories suggested by other
academics?

3. A. R. Radcliffe-Brown is said to have
improved upon B. Malinowski’s Functional
Theory. Discuss how?

4. Do you think that in T. Parsons has been
a ‘transition from the analysis of the
structure of social action as such to the
structural-functional analysis of social
systems’? Discuss in detail.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Authoritarian Personality
(b) Collective Representations
(c) Religious Secularization
(d) Legitimacy

6. Critically examine the statement. ‘A study
of power inevitably involves an investigation
of social class.’

7. What is meant by Equality of Educational
Opportunities? What are its possibilities in
developing countries?

8. Do you accept that Marxism offers a ‘pre-
fabricated theory of social change? Discuss
critically.

PAPER-II-1987
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Role of Elite in social transformation
(b) Reservations: Need and achievement
(c) Convergence of class and caste
(d)  Crimes against women

2. Assess the impact of the west in shaping
the Indian Renaissance Movement in the
19th century.

3. Is the caste system immobile? Bring out
the factors promoting intra-caste and inter-
caste mobility.

4. Examine the roots of youth unrest. How
can we channel youth power for national
development?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Unequal access to education
(b) Bonded Labour
(c) Role of mass media in modernization
(d) Reaching development to the rural poor

6. Analyse the different dimensions of the
integration of tribes in the national polity.
How can the process be accelerated?
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7. Bring out the socio-cultural constraints in
population control in rural areas. Suggest
steps to make population control measures
more effective.

8. Is corruption a necessary concomitant of
development? How can it be curbed?

PAPER-I-1988
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Experimental design
(b) Bearing of research on theory
(c) Functional theory of stratification
(d) Structural principles of kinship

2. Explain the basic premises of the anti-
positivist attack on sociology. Do you agree
with these? Substantiate your answer.

3. Discuss the relation between social
structure and anomie as presented by R. K.
Merton. Attempt a critical appraisal of this
analysis.

4. In what respects do you think Weber’s
conception of sociology differs from that
of Durkheim? Which one of the two is more
satisfactory? Substantiate your answer.

Section B
5. Write short notes on any three of the

following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Achievement orientation
(b) Theory of underdevelopment
(c) Formal organization
(d) Types of social movements

6. Attempt a comparative analysis of the
Weberian and Marxian theories of social
change. Which do you think is more relevant

to the Indian society at present? Give
reasons for your answer.

7. Examine the role of education in cultural
continuity. In the context of the Indian
society, how would you reconcile this with
the demans for social change?

8. What do you understand by community
power structure? Discuss the major
changes in recent times in the pattern of
the distribution of power in Indian society.

PAPER-II-1988
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Regional Variation in Kinship System
(b) Intergenerational Gap
(c) Industrialization and Caste
(d) Linguistic Conflicts

2. Examine the historical roots of Indian
society and identify the factors of
continuity and change in it.

3. The organic solidarity of caste has given
way to competitive solidarity. Discuss this
statement in the context of the processes
of fission and fusion in the Caste system.

4. Analyse the traditional production relations
in Indian villages in the framework of the
Jajmani System.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Grass root Planning.
(b) Democratic Decentralization.
(c) Integrated Rural Development

Programme.
(d) Acculturation.

6. Discuss the role of the state in restructur-Page 26
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ing Indian Society since Independence.
Examine the effectiveness of such inter-
ventions.

7. Analyse the limitations of working of
democratic political system in a traditional
society.

8. Distinguish between Westernization and
Modernization. How do tradition and
modernity co-exist in India?

PAPER-I-1989

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Science and Social Behaviour
(b) Open and Closed Models of Mobility
(c) Alienation
(d) Pre-industrial Economic System

2. Is the Durkheimian concept of religion
entirely different from that of his
predecessors? Why and how?

3. Had the French Revolution anything to do
with the emergency of Sociology in Europe?
Make a critical study.

4. How does Malinowski differ from Radcliffe
Brown on the concept of functionalism?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Measurement of Attitudes
(b) Formal and Informal Structures of

Bureaucracy
(c) Power of the Elite
(d) Education and Modernisation

6. What does Weber mean by ideal types? How
is the concept relevant in sociology?

7. How do changes in the age and sex roles in
the family affect the social structure itself?

8. How far are social policy and directed social
change effective in social development?

PAPER-II-1989

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Purushartha
(b) Social Implications of Inter-caste

marriage
(c) Orthogenetic and heterogenetic factors

of social change in India
(d)  Secularism as a scientific concept

2. ‘The soil grows castes: the machines make
classes’. Comment.

3. Analyse the impact of the modern West on
traditional social values in India.

4. Examine the social consequences of
economic development with special
reference to India.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Green Revolution and Social Tensions
(b) Electoral Reform in India
(c) Integration of Tribes
(d) Rationale behind Protective

Discrimination
6. Delineate the contents of the New Education

Policy. Has it made any dent in the
educational system?
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7. Analyse the socio economic factors that
continue to depress the position of women
in Indian society. What steps have been
taken to remedy the situation in recent
years?

8. Discuss the basic problems of the
Scheduled castes. Bring out the impact of
conversion on their social status.

PAPER-I-1990

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Participant observation
(b) Bureaucracy and economic

development
(c) Status inconsistency
(d) Conformity and deviance

2. Talcott Parsons’ theory of social system
has been criticised as a veiled status quoist
ideology. Critically examine how valid and
justified is this criticism.

3. How does Marx’s treatment of alienation
differ from that of other sociologists?

4. What does R. K. Merton mean when he
admits that not everything works out for
the best of everyone in society? What is
his improvement on functional theory?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Education and inequality
(b) Directed social change
(c) Community power structure
(d) Socialization and personality

6. Trace the Psychological and Sociological
roots of social movements in society today.
Do social movements facilitate social
change?

7. Discuss the nature and character of
voluntary associations. What is their
importance in developing societies.

8. ‘Religion is said to have emancipated
human beings on the one hand but it also
alienates them on the other’. Bring out the
paradoxical functions religion plays in a
modern secular society.

PAPER-II-1990
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Basic features of traditional Hindu

social organization
(b) Market economy and Agrarian social

structure
(c) Religion and National integration in India
(d) Corruption and Political process

2. ‘Action, for the Indian is not individualistic
but societal.’ Critically evaluate the statement.

3. Discuss the process of mobility that has
taken place in the caste structure in India.
In this context, explain the convergence of
caste and class.

4. Critically assess the role of social legislation
in bringing about basic structural changes
in marriage, family and property in India.
What are the main obstacles in evolving a
common Civil Code?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
Page 28
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following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Cultural factors in the adoption of

family planning in India.
(b) Educational inequality and social

change.
(c) Sociological perspective of ‘Right to

Work’ in India
(d) Political power and rural development

in India
6. ‘Indian tradition, today exhibits a form of

neo-traditionalism along with
modernisation.’ Comment.

7. What are the main social determinants of
economic development in India?
Examine this question with special reference
to the growth of entrepreneurship and the
rise of business houses in India.

8. Critically evaluate the role of religion and
ethnicity in Indian politics since the First
General Elections in 1952.

PAPER-I-1991
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) The problem of objectivity
(b) Social control
(c) Protestant Ethnic
(d) Modernisation

2. ‘Why does the individual, while becoming
more autonomous, depend more upon
society?’ (Durkheim). How has the author
tried to answer this question?

3. How does Parsons defend the nuclear family
in promoting industrialisation? Is his thesis
universally valid?

4. ‘The history of the hitherto existing societies
is the history of class struggle.’ Critically
comment on this Marxian thesis.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Methods of scientific investigation
(b) Functional theory of stratification
(c) Intergenerational mobility
(d) The sacred and the profane

6. What is the importance of Merton’s Middle
Range Theory’ in sociology? Discuss
critically.

7. What role can the power of unorganised
masses play in bringing about social change
in a democratic society?

8. ‘Education is induction into the Learner’s
culture.’ Examine the statement in society
today.

PAPER-II-1991

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Ritual purity and pollution in Hindu

Society
(b) Social responsibility of political elites
(c) Bonded-labour
(d) Plural society and secularism

2. ‘Family jointness still continues unaffected
by the difference of religion, caste,
urbanization and occupation.’ Elucidate.

3. Privatisation of economy can often result
in growing social inequalities exploitation
and corruption. How far are these fears
justified in the Indian context? Page 29
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4. Discuss the changes in the structure of
power relationships of various castes at the
regional levels.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) The share-croppers’ movement in India
(b) The demographic transition
(c) TRYSEM-as a measure for rural

development
(d) Common Civil Code and status of

women
6. ‘Institutionalised inequality in India has its

cultural and economic coordinates.’ Dis-
cuss.

7. Is legitimacy of key political institutions
declining in India. Discuss this issue in the
context of the process of nation-building.

8. ‘Uneven development is the major source
of tribal unrest in India.’ Examine the
statement in relation to the movements in
tribal India.

PAPER-I-1992
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Design of sociological research
(b) Parson’s idea of equilibrium
(c) Concept of social structure
(d) Internal contradictions

2. What are the basic questions which inspired
Durkheim to study the division of labour in
society? Critically comment on his
conclusions.

3. Critically bring out the differences in the
approaches of Karl Marx and Max Weber
to the study of class structure in industrial
capitalist society.

4. Examine critically the place of culture in
Malinowski’s contribution of functional
analysis.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Informal structure of bureaucracy
(b) Education as a medium of cultural

reproduction
(c) Social consequences of increase in the

rate of divorce
(d) Merits and demerits of secret ballot in

democracy.
6. ‘Social inequality is the device by which

societies ensure that the most important
positions are filled by the most qualified
persons.’ Explain this viewpoint and state
the grounds on which it is refuted.

7. Elaborate the concepts of ‘status-
consistency’ and ‘status-inconsistency’.
State the factors responsible for ‘status-
inconsistency’ in modern societies.

8. What is happening to religion in the face of
challenges of science in modern societies?
Elaborate your answer with the help of
sociological literature.

PAPER-II-1992
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Urban social organisation
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(b) Ethnic diversity and education
(c) Mass-media and education
(d) Rural credit and its bearing on poverty

2. Examine the features of continuity and
change of Indian society in historical
perspective.

3. ‘Erosion of ecology and economy, and not
poriticisation, is the main source of tribal
unrest in India today. Examine the validity
of this statement.

4. How has the process of social and cultural
change been examined by Indian
sociologists? Discuss their approaches.,

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200-words each:
(a) Social consequences of market

economy
(b) Educational problem of rural women
(c) Sanskritization
(d) Changing pattern of Hindu joint family

6. Probe the social consequences of the land
ceiling legislation in any one of the Indian
States and State the major difficulties in its
implementation.

7. ‘The market cannot function without State:
Critically examine the statement within the
Indian context.

8. Explain how emerging rural-urban nexuses
are reshaping the character of Indian
political elite and functioning of political
institutions.

PAPER-I-1993
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed

200 words):
(a) Ideology and the emergency of

Sociology
(b) Methods of Sociology according to

Max Weber
(c) Concepts of functional alternatives
(d) Social determinants of economic

development.
2. Critically examine AGIL model of Talcott

Parsons. How far is this model capable of
explaining social changes in society?

3. Describe the functional analysis of religion
given by Durkheim. Is this analysis
applicable to the modern industrialized
societies?

4. Give a brief account of the trends in
sociological analysis of change in traditional
family and kinship systems in the face of
industrialization.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Significance of objectivity in

sociological research
(b) Social class and vertical mobility
(c) Dysfunctions of bureaucracy
(d) Protest movements

6. Explain Karl Marx’s theory of social
stratification. On what grounds
functionalists refute it?

7. Bring out the relationship between cultural
and personality. Discuss with examples the
differences in personalities in the same cul-
ture.

8. Evaluate the functioning of political parties
in the democracies of the Third World.
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PAPER-II-1993

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Primitive Communism
(b) Muslim women and divorce
(c) Minority groups and communalism
(d) Panchayati Raj and rural leadership

2. Examine the utility and limitations of
indological source material to understanding
of Indian Society.

3. Explain the paradox of social change in the
modern Indian society and describe the
factors responsible for it.

4. Explain issues emerging from inter-religion
interaction in India today. Evaluate them in
the context of secularism in India.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Pressure groups in Indian politics
(b) Positive and preventive checks on

population
(c) Social movements and social mobility
(d) Social significance of Grihasthasrama

6. Discuss the executive measures and
peoples’ participation in implementing
various development programmes at the
village level in India.

7. What were the main trends of social reform
movements in nineteenth century? Critically
discuss any one internal revitalization
movement in Indian society.

8. Discuss the educational problems of weaker
sections in India. What are the measures
adopted to solve these problems?

PAPER-I-1994
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Intellectual sources for the rise of

Sociology
(b) Malinowski’s concept of culture
(c) Organic analogy
(d)  Ideal types

2. State Takott Parsons’ contribution to theory
of social action. What are the limitations of
this theory?

3. In modern structural-functionalism.
Merton’s effort to develop a “Paradigm”
for functional analysis is the most significant
one. Evaluate this statement.

4. What did Max Weber mean by Interpreta-
tive understanding? Why did he believe that
to model sociological researches exclusively
on strategies and ambitions of natural sci-
ences was a serious mistake?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Comparative method in Sociology
(b) Authority
(c) Pathological form of division of labour
(d) Types of social movements

6. Critically examine Karl Marx’s theory of
alienation.

7. Explain the view that the nuclear family
“fits” the needs of industrial society. Is it
that the structure of nuclear family is the
same in all industrial societies?

8. What is Social Policy and its relevance toPage 32
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social development. Under what
circumstances social policy becomes a
hinderance in social development?

PAPER-II-1994
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Caste and occupational mobility
(b) Changing social origins of political elites

in India
(c) Social consequences of land ceiling

legislation
(d) Minority status and religious

conversions
2. “Buddhism is a social movement against

hierarchical tradition for social equality in
Indian society.” Discuss.

3. Discuss the functions of traditional
economic institutions in India. Analyse the
factors responsible for change in them.

4. Explain the relationship of human resource
development and education in modern
context.

Section B
5. Write short notes on any three of the

following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Caste among Muslims in India
(b) Legislation and socio-economic change

in family
(c) Sources of tribal unrest in India
(d) Decentralization of power and local

development
6. Explain continuity and change of traditional

social institutions in urban community in
India. How are they adopting to the process
of urban development.

7. Evaluate the role of state in social and

economic reconstruction of Indian Society
since independence.

8. “Poverty breeds poverty in rural India.”
Evaluate integrated Rural Development
Programme in the light of this statement.

PAPER-I-1995
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Methods of science and sociology
(b) Social class and social status
(c) Social fact
(d) Primary group

2. “Subjective perception of the objective
reality prepares the context for the
articulation of class antagonism.” Evaluate
this statements with reference to Karl
Marx’s contribution.

3. Bring out the strength and the weakness of
Robert Merton’s advancement over the
classical functionalism.

4. Critically examine the role of formal and
informal structures of bureaucracy in
economic and social reconstruction of the
developing societies.

Section B
5. Write short notes on any three of the

following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Middle-range theories
(b) Role of culture
(c) Social disorganization
(d) Social consequences of economic

development
6. What has been the impact of industrialization

on family and kinship organization? Illustrate
the significance of kinship organization in
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the industrial societies.
7. Elaborate the meaning of the term ‘equality

of educational opportunity. Discuss
education as a medium of cultural
reproduction and social transformation.

8. Explain the classical concept of social
change and critically examine the
contribution of the linear theories of social
change.

PAPER-II-1995
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Equality and social justice
(b) Agrarian social structure
(c) Industrialization and occupational

diversification
(d)  Social basis of trade unions

2. Explain the significance of empirical
approach to the study of Indian society.
How does the use of historical approach
enrich empirical orientation?

3. Discuss the main problems of national
integration in India and delineate the role of
education in tackling these problems.

4. “Nuclear families grow into joint families
and then break into nuclear families. The
change from nuclear to joint and from joint
to nuclear families is fairly frequent in
India.” Explain the changes in the structure
and function of joint family in this context.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Cultural and structural aspect of caste
(b) Faction in rural life
(c) Tribal integration

(d) Sanskritization
6. How far did the Community Development

Projects held in realising the goals of planned
change? Examine critically.

7. It is often alleged that the social situation in
India is not conducive to the efficient
functioning of a democratic polity.
Comment.

8. Discuss the salient features of urbanization
in India. What steps would you suggest to
tackle the negative aspects of urbanization?

PAPER-I-1996

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Value-free sociology
(b) Role-Conflict and its resolution
(c) Mode of production
(d) The idea of functional indispensability

2. Discuss Talcott Parsons’ contribution to the
analysis of social change.

3. “Not all facts about human behaviour are
necessarily social facts.” State the meaning
of ‘social facts’ and the methods of
studying them with reference to this
statement.

4. Explain the origin and characteristics of
bureaucracy according to Max Weber.
Illustrate the structural sources of
dysfunctions of bureaucracy.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
‘200 words): Page 34
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(a) Impact of change in sex-role on family
(b) Types of exchange
(c) Education and social inequalities
(d) Reformative social movements

6. Compare the role of custom as an agency
of social control in primitive and modern
industrial societies.

7. Discuss the meaning and role of voluntary
organizations in the efforts of
transformation of society through state-
action.

8. Critically examine the impact of traditional
social structures on the development and
functioning of a democractic polity.

PAPER-II-1996

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Varna asrama dharma
(b) Avenues of caste mobility in traditional

Indian society
(c) Role of pressure groups in Indian

politics
(d) Social consequences of market

economy
2. “Tradition and modernity co-exist in

contemporary Indian society”. Discuss the
factors responsible for this continuity and
change.

3. Describe the factors responsible for
increasing economic inequalities in India and
discuss their social consequences.

4. How far has education of women led to an
improvement in their social status in the
modern Indian society? Which other factors
are related to the status of women in India?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Urban neighbourhoods
(b) Pattern of secularism in India
(c) Problem of education among

‘Backward classes’
(d) Indicators of modernization in Indian

society
6. Describe the socio-cultural consequences

of tribals contacts with the non-tribals.
What measures would you suggest to bring
the tribals in the
national mainstream?

7. Describe the traditional power structure in
rural India. Discuss the factors that have
contributed to its changes pattern in recent
years.

8. Do you think that caste and democracy are
compatible with each other? Discuss with
reference to some studies conducted on this
issue in India.

PAPER-I-1997

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Sociology as an interpretative discipline
(b) A good hypothesis
(c) Anomie
(d) Types of mobility

2. Is it possible to study social phenomenon
scientifically? Give a critical answer.

3. Critically examine Max Weber’s theory of
social action and its limitations.

4. Discuss Talcott Parsons’ contribution to the
analysis of social system.
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Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Fundamentals of religion
(b) Concept of social movement
(c) Role of education in social develop-

ment
(d) Industrialization and social change

6. “Education is an instrument of social control
and social change”. Critically examine the
statement.

7. What are the problems of universalisation
of primary education? Discuss fully.

8. Explain the concept of social change.
Critically examine the contribution of Karl
Marx’s theory of social change.

PAPER-II-1997
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Pluralism and national unity
(b) Industrial class structure in India
(c) Impact of Islam on Indian society
(d) Social consequences of occupational

diversification
2. Outline the social factors related to genera-

tion gap. How has the generation gap led to
the problem of youth unrest?.

3. Describe the socio-cultural background of
the political elites of contemporary India.
What has been the influence of their
background on their political orientations?

4. Caste is becoming weaker and stronger at
the same time in present day in India.
Discuss the factors responsible for
continuity and change.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Social profile of slums
(b) Social dimensions of drug addiction
(c) Issues of tribal identity
(d) Communal tensions in India

6. Describe the role played by education in
social mobility. Do you think that educa-
tion has been the most important factor ac-
celerating social mobility in modern Indian
society? Give arguments in favour of your
answer.

7. What changes have taken place in the tribal
social stratification patterns in recent times?
Describe the factors responsible for these
changes.

8. Describe the factors related to social
movements. In the light of these factors
explain the emergence of peasant
movement in India.

PAPER-I-1998
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Value neutrality in social science
(b) Reliability of a sample
(c) Pattern variables
(d) Caste as a class

2. “It is not the consciousness of men that
determines their being, but on the contrary it
is their social being that determines their
consciousness.” Examine Karl Marx’s notion
of mode of production in the light of this
statement.

3. Analyse critically the functional theory of
social stratification.

Page 36

http://www.IASPLANNER.COM
http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


(Main) Sociology—Topic Wise Paper

4. ‘Socialisation is a process by which all of
us acquire the culture that we transmit to
the next generation.’ Elaborate the statement
and discuss its various stages.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Features of pre-industrial economic

system
(b) Education and culture
(c) Vertical-and horizontal mobility
(d) Religious pluralism

6. Examine social consequences of changes
in technology. Illustrate your answer with
examples from new productive processes
and equipment.

7. Explain the concept of power. Distinguish
between power and authority.

8. What are the structural conditions under
which movements emerge? Discuss with
reference to any one theory of genesis of
social movements.

PAPER-II-1998
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Response of Indian society to the early

impact of West
(b) Implications of emergence of regional

political parties
(c) Modes and contents of expression of

Dalit consciousness
(d) Problem of adult illiteracy in India

2. Assess the impact of market economy on
the traditional rural economic structure.

3. Examine the causes and consequences of
growing size of urban middle class:

4. Analyse critically the Government of India’s
tribal policy.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Revivalist social movements in India
(b) Increasing economic disparities

between rural and urban populations
(c) Role of caste associations
(d) Social consequences of unplanned

urban growth
6. Discuss the constitutional safeguards for

religious minority groups and account for
increasing religious fundamentalism in India.

7. “Political and economic empowerment of
women is necessary but not a sufficient
condition for improving social status of
women in India.” Comment.

8. Examine the socio-economic consequences
of the changing age-structure of India’s
population.

PAPER-I-1999
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Sociology as a by-product of Industrial

Revolution
(b) Role conflict as a source of deviation
(c) Limitations of questionnaire as a

technique of date collection
(d) Gemeinschaft and Gesselschaft types

of communities
2. How would you distinguish between the

stratified and the unstratified social
positions? What explanation would you
prefer for the universal existence of the

www.iasplanner.com
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social stratification in human society?
3. Elaborate on the social necessity of religion.

Discuss the relationship between religion
and science.

4. Social control is more a matter of
conviction than that of coercion. Comment.
Discuss the role of ideology in social
control.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Division of labour and the differentiation

of social structure
(b) Impact of the democratic political

system on the traditional social
structure

(c) Social structure and Anomie
(d) Functional problems of the social

system
6. Discuss the nature and characteristics of

social mobility. Can the nature and the rate
of social mobility be treated as an index of
economic development? Comment.

7. Bring out the commonality between a social
movement and a revolution. Would you
agree with the view that each revolution is
preceded by a social movement? Give
reasons.

8. Elaborate on the concept of structural
change. Discuss the endogenic factors of
structural change in a society, with suitable
examples.

PAPER-II-1999
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:

(a) Social Justice
(b) National Unity
(c) Total Literacy Campaign (TLC)
(d) Peasant Society

2. Discuss 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments with reference to
decentralization of power.

3. What is meant by privatization and how
could it effect economic reforms in India?

4. What do you mean by ‘Green Revolution’
and what are its socio-economic
consequences? Discuss.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Secularism
(b) Sanskritization
(c) Naxalbari Movement
(d) Dowry as a social problem

6. Define religious minority. Discuss the
problems of religious minorities in India.

7. Slums are scars on the social fabric. How
can these scars be removed?

8. How is modernization an agent of change?
Discuss its positive and negative aspects.

PAPER-I-2000

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Sociology and social anthropology
(b) Problem of objectivity in social

research
(c) Alienation Page 38
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(d) Role conflict
2. Emile Durkheim had argued that the function

of division of labour in society is that of
the promotion of social solidarity. Elaborate
the statement and analyse the distinction
between two forms of solidarity discussed
by him.

3. How does social structure produce a strain
toward anomie and deviant behaviour?
Examine it with reference to Robert K.
Merton’s contribution to this field of study.

4. Discuss the factors responsible for
changing structure of family in modern
societies.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a)  Inter-generational mobility
(b) Social determinants of economic

development
(c) ‘Relative Deprivation’
(d) Role of pressure groups in democracy

6. Pitirim A. Sorkin sees the course of history
as a continuous but irregular fluctuation
between two basically different kinds of
culture. While explaining this stand of
Sorokin, analyse whether it is appropriate
to characterise such a notion of change as
a cyclical theory of social change.

7. Is ideology an essential component of a
social movement? Illustrate your answer
with suitable examples from some
contemporary social movements.

8. Critically examine functional and
dysfunctional aspects of religion.

PAPER-II-2000

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Impact of Buddhism on Indian society
(b) Caste among Indian Christians
(c) Consequences of globalisation for India
(d) Educational inequalities in India

2. Which means of social mobility were
available in the traditional caste system?
Describe the form of social mobility in
contemporary Indian society.

3. Critically examine the protective
discrimination policy for the disadvantaged
groups in India. Would you suggest any
change in this policy?

4. What have been the functions of democracy
in India. Has democracy been successful
in eliminating some of the traditional social
inequalities?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Religious fundamentalism
(b) Socio-cultural factors related to

declining proportion of females in sex-
ratio

(c) Self-respect movement
(d) Social correlated of prostitution

6. Critically examine various tribal policies.
Which tribal policy would you advocate for
tribal development in India and why?

7. Do you agree with the view that slums are
areas of darkness and despair? Give reasons
in support of your answer.

8. Critically evaluate the child welfare
programmes in India. Have they benefited
all sections of children in India?
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PAPER-I-2001
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Sociology as an interpretative discipline
(b) Manifest and latent functions
(c) Sources of legitimacy of power
(d) Emerging pattern of sex-roles in

modern society
2. Explain Karl Marx’s conception of class-

antagonism. How have the functionalists
reacted to his views?

3. What is the focus of sociological analysis
in the contributions of Emile Durkheim?
Give your answer with the help of any one
of his contributions.

4. State the meaning and characteristics of an
ideal type. What, according to Max Weber,
is the use and significance of the ‘ideal type’
in social science research?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Types of Exchange
(b) Incest taboo
(c) Informal structure of Bureaucracy
(d) Religion and Science

6. Distinguish between the process of formal
education and socialization. Examine
effectivity in-formal education as an
instrument of social change.

7. What social conditions cause a social
movement? Explain, with illustrations, the
career of a social movement.

8. Define ‘social policy’. Evaluate the per-
formance of social policy in moderniza-

tion of developing societies.

PAPER-II-2001
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Caste and Indian polity
(b) Poverty alleviation programmes
(c) Impact of West on Indian society
(d) Agrarian class structure in India

2. Examine the role of Arya Samaj and
Ramakrishna Mission of reform movements
in India.

3. What factors are responsible for the
instability of the Indian family? Will the
family survive the present crisis in modern
society?

4. What is meant by democratic
decentralization? Assess the working of
Panchayati Raj in India.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Education and social mobility
(b) Satya Sadhak Samaj
(c) Privatization and globalisation
(d)  Social consequences of alcoholism and

drug addiction
6. Critically evaluate the existing welfare

programmes for women in India. Have they
benefited all sections of women in India?

7. Explain the concept of secular state and
discuss the problems of India as a secular
state.

8. Elaborate the concept of political elite.
Explain how social structural origins of
political elites influence their political
orientations. Page 40
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PAPER-I-2002
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Sociology as a Science
(b) Theory and Fact
(c) Social mobility and social change
(d) Social movement and social change

2. Examine the nature of social facts as
understood by Durkheim.

3. Critically examine Weber ’s theory of
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.

4. Distinguish between Sex and Gender.
Discuss the gender issues with suitable
examples.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Industrialisation and social change
(b) Community power
(c) The sacred and the profane
(d) Ethos of science

6. What are the uses of Bogardus’ social
distance scale and of Likert scale? Discuss.

7. In what way is the process of socialisation
helpful in the development of personality?
Explain with suitable examples.

8. Explain Melvin Tumin’s critique related to
the theory of social stratification.

PAPER-II-2002
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:

(a) Emergence of Dalit Consciousness
(b) Integration of Tribes in Hindu Culture
(c) Characteristics of Neo-Rich agrarian

class
(d) Reservation and Panchayat Raj

institutions
2. Discuss the metaphysical and ethical basis

of Hindu social organisation.
3. Discuss the Louis Dumont’s concept of

purity and pollution. How far these concepts
are relevant in explaining the Hindu Caste
system?

4. Examine the ways in which Indian society
can be strengthened as multi-cultural
society. Is the dominance of single culture
is a hinderance to multiculturalism in India?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Inequality among Brahmins
(b) Problems of Hindu minority in Kashmir
(c) Nature of atrocities on married women
(d) Problems of child labour in India

6. Is Secularism a weak Ideology? Critically
analyse the reasons for anti-secular trends
in India.

7. Examine the impact of mass media on
Indian society. Whether western
consumerism and materialistic culture,
creeping in through mass media, are
adversely affecting the traditional Indian
culture?

8. Analyse the ideological and strategical
features of Naxalbari movement.

PAPER-I-2003
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of thePage 41
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following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Primary and Reference Groups
(b) Utility of Reliability and Validity in Social

Research
(c) Social System and the Pattern Variables
(d) Education and Social Development

2. Highlight the problem of objectivity and
value-neutrality in Social Research.
Elaborate, with suitable examples, the
limitations associated with the tools of
measurements in Social Science
Researches.

3. Discuss the meanings and significance of
culture in Human Society. Critically bring
out the role of Culture in the development
of personality.

4. Critically examine Max Weber’s theory of
the ‘Protestant ethics and the spirit of the
Capitalism’, Could it be the otherwise
possibility that the tenets of the capitalism
must also have effected the emergence of
the Protestant ethics? Comment with
suitable examples.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Social impact of New Technologies in

India.
(b) Class-in-itself and Class-for-itself
(c) Social determinants of Economic

Development
(d) Social Structure and Political

Participation
6. Examine the conceptual distinction between

social inequality and social stratification.
How do the nature and forms of the social

stratification system determine the patterns
of social mobility?

7. Elaborate on the concepts of Family and
Lineage. Discuss the relationship between
Rules of descent and inheritance of
property.

8. Critically analyse the concept of Anomie.
Elaborate with suitable examples, the
theoretical relationship between nature of
Anomie and types of Social Deviations as
have been formulated by R. K. Merton.

PAPER-II-2003
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Caste among Muslims
(b) Emergence of classes among tribes
(c) Social consequences of green

revolution
(d) Regionalism

2. Describe the characteristics of dominant
caste. Discuss its role in village politics in
India.

3. Outline the factors responsible for unrest
in agrarian communities of India. What
suggestions will you give to arrest this
trend?

4. Discuss how occupational diversification
has affected the pattern of social stratifica-
tion in India.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Educational problems of weaker

sections
(b) Socio-cultural factors influencing

infant mortality rates
Page 42
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(c) Isolation approach in tribal policy
(d) Social dimensions of corruption

6. Describe the socio-economic factors
responsible for communal tensions in India.
What suggestions will you give to control
them?

7. Differentiate between pressure groups and
interest groups. Describe the role of some
prominent pressure groups in contemporary
Indian politics.

8. Describe the process of modernization in
India. Discuss the factors that have impeded
this process.

PAPER-I-2004

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Objectivity and Value Neutrality in

Social Research
(b) Bureaucracy in New Capitalist

Economy
(c) Gender Roles in Changing Structure of

Family
(d) Class within Caste and Caste within

Class
2. Give a  Cri tica l Review of  Emile

Durkheim’s Theory on Religion and
Society. To what extent does it explain
the contemporary scenario in Asia?

3. ‘Socialisation and social control are com-
plementary to each other in maintaining
social order.’ Elucidate your answer with
appropriate illustrations.

4. Briefly discuss the Conflict Perspective on

social stratification and examine the view
that social inequality in India is the function
of rigid social stratification system.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each answer should not exceed
200 words):
(a) Authority and Legitimacy
(b) Privatisation of Education and equality

of Opportunity
(c) Science and Social Responsibility
(d) Ideology and Strategy of Social

Movement
6. Examine in detail the impact of new global

economy on work organisation and family
structure in India.

7. Examine thefunctyjnal as well as
dysfunctional aspects of religion in a
pluralistic society taking India and the
United States of America as illustrative
models.

8. Bring out a comparative analysis of Marxian
and Parsonian views of social change and
examine the relevance of each view for
social development in the contemporary
India.

PAPER-II-2004
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Caste mobilisation in North India
(b) Impact of Muslims on Indian Society
(c) Feudalism and Semi Feudalism
(d) Social Consequences of Globalisation

2. Discuss the influence of socio-cultural
factors on age of marriage in India.
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3. Critically evaluate education as a tool for
social justice.

4. “The 73rd and 74th constitutional
amendments have motivated social
mobilisation in rural India.” Discuss.

Section B
5. Write short notes on any three of the

following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Role of religion in civil society.
(b) Migration and tribal communities.
(c) Socio-cultural factors related to

foeticide.
(d) Strategies of rural development.

6. Discuss in detail impact of mass media and
education on Indian Society.

7. Discuss in detail atrocities on women and
suggest annihilative measures for them.

8. Analyse socio-cultural consequences of
corruption and suggest remedial measures
for curbing it.

PAPER-I-2005
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each note should not exceed 200
words):
(a) Sociology and its relationship with

economics and political science
(b) Social research design
(c) Class struggle as conceived by Karl

Marx
(d) Role of Family in Social Control

2. Discuss Max Weber’s ideal types and the
role of authority in bureaucracy.

3. Elucidate changing structure of family and
marriage in modern society.

4. How is vertical and horizontal social
mobility problematic in society? Suggest
solutions.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each note should not exceed 200
words):
(a) Social determinants of economic

development
(b) Power elite in society and the

emergence of new elite in power
structure

(c) Origins of religious beliefs and
practices in pre-modern societies

(d) Social consequences of science and
technology in India

6. Discuss modes of political participation and
voting behaviour in India.

7. Describe the ideological changes that have
ushered in modern society due to social
movements in India.

8. Discuss mass education as an instrument
of social change and modernization.

PAPER-II-2005
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Racial Theories of origin of caste
(b) Characteristics of peasant societies
(c) Generation gap
(d) Inequality in Education

2. Discuss the paradoxical nature of change
in contemporary Indian society. Describe
the factors responsible for it.

3. Describe the process of emergence of the
middle class in India. What role has the
middle class played in national
development?

4. Discuss the social base of political parties
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in India. What has been its impact on Indian
democracy?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Pluralism and national unity
(b) Religious fundamentalism
(c) Self-respect Movement
(d) Obstacles to change in Indian society

6. Describe the distinctive features of tribal
communities in India. Discuss the factors
affecting tribal identity.

7. Describe various aspects of urban environ-
ment in India and assess the
impact of urban development programmes
on it.

8. Describe the process of social mobility
among lower castes and discuss the role of
the Backward Classes Movement in
strengthening this process.

PAPER-I-2007
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each note should not exceed 200
words):
(a) Sociology as a science of society
(b) Talcott Parsons’ concept of social

system
(c) Social facts
(d) Robert Merton’s views on manifest and

latent functions
2. Explain Karl Marx’s analysis of capitalistic

mode of production and class-struggle. What
are the intellectual reactions to his views?

3. What is the subject-matter of Sociology
according to Max Weber? Which major

methods did he suggest for social science
research? Illustrate your answer with his
sociological contributions.

4. Elaborate Emile Durkheim’s analysis of
the Elementary Forms of
Religious Life & role of religion in soci-
ety. How does he explain existence of
religion in modern industrial societies?

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each note should not exceed 200
words):
(a) Changing structure of family
(b) Role-conflict and its resolution
(c) Education as an instrument of social

change
(d) Features of Pre-Industrial economic

system
6. Indicate social determinants of economic

development. Discuss any one sociological
perspective analysing backwardness and
poverty in the developing societies.

7. What are the structural elements of a social
movement? State how a social movement
comes to its end. Illustrate your answer with
example.

8. Explain the meaning and modes of political
participation. What are the factors prevent-
ing people’s participation in politics in India?

PAPER-II-2007
Section A

1. Write notes on any three of the following in
not more than 200 words each:
(a) Problem of dowry
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(b) Sanskritisation
(c) Programmes for urban development
(d) Problems of religious minorities

2. Discuss the role of various reform
movements in India.

3. Describe the salient features of the poverty
alleviation programmes. What modifications
would you suggest to make them more
effective?

4. Discuss the various problems of tribal
communities in India and assess the impact
of tribal development efforts after
Independence.

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
(a) Education and social mobility
(b) Regionalism
(c) Market economy and its social

consequences
(d) Agrarian Unrest

6. Discuss the major problems of religious
fundamentalism in contemporary India. Give
suggestions to tackle these problems.

7. Discuss the social consequences of
economic reforms like liberalisation,
privatisation and globalisation.

8. Discuss the impact of legislation and so-
cio-economic changes on marriage and
family institutions. Are these institutions
weakening in contemporary India?

PAPER-I-2008
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the

following (each note should not exceed 200
words): 20 × 3 = 60
(a) Role of values in sociological enquiry
(b) Social mobility in open and closed

systems
(c) Social movement as an expression of

protest
(d) Education as an agent of social change.

2. How is emergence of sociology linked with
modernisation of Europe? 60

3. What is the importance of sampling in
sociological studies? Distinguish between
simple random sampling and stratified
random sampling. 60

4. Using Max Weber’s theory, discuss what
ethical and religious ideas produced
capitalism in certain societies and how?60

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following (each note should not exceed 200
words): 20 × 3 = 60
(a) Relevance of pattern variables in the

study of social change
(b) Mead’s notion of self
(c) Importance and sources of hypotheses

in social research
(d) New trends in the types and forms of

family in contemporary India.
6. What is Merton’s view of relationship be-

tween social structure and deviance? In
what sense is a deviant also a conformist?
60

7. In what important ways can religion be a
force both for social stability and social
change? Discuss. 60

8. How does hierarchy get built into the sys-
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tems of natural and social inequalities? 60

PAPER-II-2008

Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
— 3 × 20 = 60
(a) Village studies in Indian Sociology
(b) Concept of Hierarchy in Louis

Dumont’s writings
(c) Informal sector in the urban economy

in India
(d) S.N.D.P. Movement.

2. How has the Marxist Perspective been
applied to explain social background of
Indian nationalism? 60

3. What is Patriarchy? How have the women’s
movements confronted the norms of
Patriarchy? 60

4. How do you differentiate between social
change and modernization? Explain with
examples from Indian society. 60

Section B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each:
— 3 × 20 = 60
(a) Disparities in education
(b) Pressure groups
(c) Religious revivalism
(d) Reproductive Health.

6. What is the impact of Globalization on the
structure and mobilization of the working
class in India? 60

7. What factors account for the resurgence

of ethnic identity movements in India? What,
according to you, is the proper strategy of
integration of ethnic groups in the
mainstream? 60

8. How do you define development? What are
your suggestions to resolve the issues of
displacement and environment related to
development? 60

PAPER-I-2009
Section A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following (Each note should not exceed 200
words): 3 × 20 = 60
(a) Problems of objectivity in sociological

research
(b) Subject-matter of Sociology, according

to Emile Durkheim
(c) Comparison between Sociology and

Economics
(d) Talcott Parsons’ idea of ‘moving

equilibrium.
2. (a) Distinguish between probability and

non-probability sampling methods.
How many types of sampling designs
are there?      30

(b) Comment on the responses of the
functionalist-school to Karl Marx’s
views on social change.             30

3. (a)  Comment on the reasons why neo-
idealists and symbolic interactionists are
critical of ‘positivism’ in Sociology.
30

(b)  What are the reasons for calling
Kingsley Davis and Wilbert Moore’s
theory of social stratification a
functional theory?
30

4. To Robert Merton, deviant behaviour is a
result of anomie. Analyse his
sociological theory of deviant
behaviour, with a special reference toPage 47
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his formulation of types of deviance.
 60

Section-B
5. Write short notes on any three of the

following (Each note should not exceed 200
words): 3×20 = 60
(a) C. W. Mills’ Power Elite
(b) Industrialization and changes in the

family’s functions
(c) Secularization of societies in the

modern world
(d) Structure of a social movement

6. (a) Comment on the critics’ charge that
Immanuel Wallerstein’s dependency
theory is simplistic and wrong.
                                                  30

(b)  What, according to Maw Weber, is the
role of “particular religious ideas” in the
emergence of modern capitalism?
30

7. “Science without religion is lame. Religion
without science is blind.” Comment on this
statement critically in the light of emerging
sociological contexts in Europe, USA and
India. 60

8. Discuss the emerging forms of marriage and
family with examples from the West and
the East. Can there be family without
marriage? Examine. 60

PAPER-II-2009
Section-A

1. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each
in sociological perspectives:

20 × 3 = 60
(a) Indological perspective of G. S. Ghurye
(b) Emergence of middle class in India
(c) Dynamics of Dalit movement

(d) Colonial hangover and its social impact
2. (a) What has been the impact of globalisation

on the cultural aspect(s) of the family?
30

(b) Comment on the changes in the
household dimensions of family under
modern economic reforms.
30

3. What are the main principles of the
structural-functional perspective? Comment
on the suitability of applying this perspective
to the study of Indian society. 60

4. Comment in about 300 words each on the
following: 30 × 2 = 60
(a) Changes that the agrarian social

structure in India is undergoing.
(b) Can religion form a sufficient basis of

forming cultural identity in India?

Section-B

5. Write short notes on any three of the
following in not more than 200 words each
in sociological perspectives:—

20 × 3 = 60
(a) Law and social change
(b) New rural elite and leadership
(c) Fertility and population growth
(d) Possibilities of slum reform

6. Answer the following, limiting your answer
to 300 words each: 30 × 2 = 60
(a) Comment on the influence of social and

cultural factors on family planning in
India.

(b) Evaluate the success of Indian peasant
movements in achieving their goals.

7. (a) In the context of the caste system,
critically examine Louis Dumont’s
concept of purity and pollution.  30

(b) Comment on the sociological impact of

Page 48
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globalization on people working in the Informal sector.  30
8. Do you think that poverty, deprivation and inequalities are the major

challenges in the process of social transformation? What are your suggestions to address and
resolve these problems? 60
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Serial No 

    

F—DTN—M—TPDA 

      

SOCIOLOGY 
Paper—I 

Time Allowed Three Hours 

 

(Maximum Marks : 300 

  

INSTRUCTIONS 
Each question is printed both in Hindi and in English. 
Answers must be written in the medium specified in the 
Admission Certificate issued to you, which must be stated 
clearly on the cover of the answer-book in the space provided 
for the purpose. No marks will be given for the answers 
written in a medium other than that specified in the Admission 
Certificate. 

Candidates should attempt Question No. I and 5 which are 
compulsory, and any three of the remaining questions 
selecting at least one question from each Section. 
The number of marks carried by each part of a question is 
indicated against each. 
Important : Whenever a Question is being attempted, all 
its parts/sub-parts must be attempted contiguously. This 
means that before moving on to the next Question to be 
attempted, candidates must finish attempting all parts/ 
sub-parts of the previous Question attempted. This is to 
be strictly followed. 
Pages left blank in the answer-book are to be clearly struck 
out in ink. Any answers that follow pages left blank may 
not be given credit. 

my-if 	: 3 srf t 1fl- tau- 	 ftir-o-4 
r -c o-cu g 
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SECTION—A 

1. Write short notes on the following, keeping sociological 

perspective in view (Each short note in about 

150 words) :— 	 12x5=60 

(a) Interpretative Sociology 

(b) Fact Value and Objectivity 

(c) Universalism vs. Particularism 

(d) Comparative Method 

(e) Sacred and Profane. 

2. (a) How did the French revolution and Industrial 
revolution play an important role in the emergence 

of Sociology ? 	 30 

(b) Show how Durkheim through the study of totemism 

demonstrates the reality of religion. 	30 

3. (a) 'Power and authority go together.' Examine. 

Explain the various types of authority also. 30 

(b) Examine how Weber's characterisation of capitalism 

is different from those of Marx. 	 30 

4. (a) Differentiate between the qualitative and 

quantitative methods in Research. 	20 

(b) Sometimes workers do not feel attachment for 

their work. Marx formed a theory for this situation, 

discuss that theory. 	 20 

(c) 'Social fact is to be treated as a thing.' Discuss. 
20 

(Contd.) 
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3J 	€TTY (3fttr) 	TIR-4-im t 	imiloico Lle5L1) 

met NT-9 	d-r ‘-d-r-0I 	 20 

chr.f 	t 	371# 4,14 	mnicr met 31-Tr 

Tel WT 1ga, 4-11<ttf 	RzTE - * 	14D R41-cr 

(tilt met P, dti R:1-4-F- met fddwir mTh I 
20 

	

ki14-ilDt wit   c1( 	 fkk-ftd ftirr "Iinr 
Metfe'1 	 20 

3 
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SECTION—B 

5. Write short notes on the following from a sociological 

perspective (Each short note in about 150 words) 	 

12x5=60 

(a) Stratification of Classes 

(b) Industrial Democracy 

(c) Citizenship and Civil Society 

(d) Millenarian Movements 

(e) Theory of Cultural Lag—Ogburn and Nimkoff. 

6. (a) In our society Hierarchical relations are influenced 

by social mobility. Explain how ? 	20 

(b) In Marxian classification of Society, feudal and 

slave societies are very important. How are they 

different from each other ? 	 20 

(c) Are Social movements always influenced by 

ideologies ? Discuss. 	 20 

7. (a) Discuss the factors leading to growing religious 

revivalism in the contemporary world. 	20 

(b) Describe the importance of lineage and descent 

in kinship and family. 	 20 

(c) Show how family is distinct from household. 

20 

(Contd.) 
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8. (a) How do formal and informal organisation of work 

influence labour's mobility ? Explain with examples. 

20 

(b) What do you understand by nation ? Is the nation 

same as the state ? Discuss. 	 20 

(c) 'Revolutionary changes have some specific 

characteristics.' Discuss with examples. 	20 

6 
* * 
	 (Contd.) 
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Note : English version of the Instructions is printed on the 
front cover of this question paper 
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CS(M) B.:XAs.v1201. 
SI. I 
	

E-DTN-M-TPDB 

SOCIOLOGY 

Paper II 

  

Maximum Marks : 300 Time Allowed : Three Hours 

 

  

INSTRUCTIONS 
Each question is printed both in Hindi and in 

English. 

Answers must be written in the medium specified in 

the Admission Certificate issued to you, which must 
be stated clearly on the cover of the answer-book in 

the space provided for the purpose. No marks will be 
given for the answers written in a medium other than 

that specified in the Admission Certificate. 

Candidates should attempt Question Nos. 1 and 5 
which are compulsory, and any three of the remain-
ing questions selecting at least one question from 

each Section. 

All questions carry equal marks. 

Important : Whenever a Question is being 

attempted, all its parts/sub-parts must be attempted 
contiguously. This means that before moving on to 
the next Question to be attempted, candidates must 
finish attempting all parts/sub-parts of the previous 

Question attempted. This is to be strictly followed. 

Pages left blank in the answer-book are to be clearly 
struck out in ink. Any answers that follow pages left 
blank may not be given credit. 

arm.  a': 3r -Oh-  wr f,9 (.91.-tn p:rgsff-cm- k gro*F 
iv Egg, 
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Section 'A' 

1. Write short notes with a sociological perspective on 
the following in not more than 150 words each : 

12x5=60 

(a) Limitations of the dialectical approach to the 
study of Indian society. 

(b) Changing rural power structure. 

(c) Challenges to institution of marriage. 

(d) Westernization and institutional changes in 
India. 

(e) Interaction of 'little tradition' and 'great 
tradition'. 

(a) Distinguish between the following : 4x4=I6 

(i) Tribe and Caste. 

(ii) Affinal kin and Consanguineous kin. 

(iii) Marriage as sacrament and marriage as 
contract. 

(iv) Positional change and structural change. 

(b) 'Indian society may be understood as a system 
of cognitive structures.' How far do you agree 
with this statement ? 	 30 

(c) Comment on the social and cultural deter- 
minants of sexual division of labour. 	14 

F-DTN-M-TPDB 	2 	 (Contd.) 
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3. (a) Examine the impact of secularization on 
various religious communities in India. 	30 

(b) Has geographic and economic mobility 
impacted the tribal culture and social 
structure ? Give examples. 	 30 

4. (a) Has nuclear family existed in traditional 
India ? Discuss with reference to the views of 
I. P. Desai. 	 20 

(b) How have social reform movements in 
colonial India contributed to modernization of 
Indian society ? 	 20 

(c) Discuss the factors which contributed to 
industrial modernization in India. What are the 
salient features of new industrial class 
structure ? 	 20 

Section 'B' 

5. Write short notes with a sociological perspective on 
the following in not more than 150 words each : 

12x5=60 

(a) Demographic perspective of Indian youth. 

(b) Regional political elites and the democratic 
process. 

(c) Education and Dalit empowerment. 

(d) Constitution as a living document of social 
change. 

(e) Education and removal of inequality. 

F-DTN-M-TPDB 	4 	 (Contd.) 
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3. (W) WrCa" c WWW %-iffek Er7E4 	ch oh* k 

T4TidWitrftwr*tr-44 I 	 30 

(U) qtrr 	 ii-ffF-4 74 t1i4-11514) th-49-r crr 
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6. (a) Critically examine the concepts of nation and 
citizenship in the context of globalization. 20 

(6) Discuss some social and cultural determinants 
of infant mortality rate. Give your suggestions 
to prevent infanticide. 	 20 

(c) Bring out some positive and negative social 
consequences of green revolution. How has 
green revolution changed the rural social 
structure ? 	 20 

7. (a) Describe those social changes which have 
contributed to increase of violence against 
women. What are the emerging forms of 
violence against women ? Suggest suitable 
measures to contain this problem. 	30 

(b) What are the problems of ageing population ? 
Describe the declining traditional social 
support system for the aged. Suggest alter-
native measures to support ageing population. 

30 

8. (a) Have the new economic policy and economic 
reforms led to weakening of labour class 
movements ? Explain your views with 
examples. 	 30 

(b) Do you think that some policies and laws 
relating to environment have retarded the 
development process ? Give examples. How 
can an ideal balance between environmental 
protection and development goals be brought 
about ? 	 30 

F-DTN-M-TPDB 	6 
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30 
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4-zu 41'11 arfg1 Yc?71"-rff • cirT Ac;iGct Tuagg 
arr-dk-th-  err-Tif Tuszgr *04-  ,gri< - chi( 31-*-  T6-7:  
Pr-44-  
sR* S47 1 31" k 311-4-4gf ' 4;4 	gm)w fore 

- 7 - 	k awe 
‘JN 1 

4-54 .5rk: 	eon,' ff 
rre-arrorrnwT7-  rchrt1 	mm-rreriFtgY, Ter 
rfr sww.  rnqt guff/art-3mi rer FIRT-Ff►V 
$ff I art rtgn-  anz4- sm4-  wra wrcfcr? 	g am)-  
n* ft Five) Nra* mr7 grin/ter-070 al-  awe 
FITTTIT wirr m-  wm-  qhyti *arrarcAlfaq 

<7-Prwrifgmig-itp- 7-Tm-i- Fgrei- *FrerFcr* 
chid 	g*EcT 	): - 	00- 	drij ,  1-  - ff 
I 	4N, Qtit rTh t'ich(11 t 1 

Note : English version of the Instructions is printed on 
the front cover of this question paper 
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CS (Ma 2015
C -A V Z-O -R N B A

/  SOCIOLOGY
I /  P a p e r  I

fyyfftd WT% ,*
Time Allowed: Three Hours

250
Maximum Marks: 250

’ST̂ T-W% m *  31^1

&T7& 5F& f  3$ eft $ fey/fjd i? WW7 Q̂ cf) 3$T 3tj)yi) cffi $ f  / 
wftontfF wt jsc? ww sĵ if 3m $ i
w w l  3jk5  3 ? f^  i  ww *i&  $  it f& ff rffrrwRf $> 3m  ffin ? t
w*fe> w t / w t  &  m ; 3& &  f & w f i  i

w ff & 3m  M  m&m $  w ti fim m  3$w  3m& y<ter-m  #  f& n m r i f tfk  &r w sm  m  ? w  3$w
w?-m-3m yfww & m 3?fow *m w few ww wrf& i zf&f&w *mm & 3tMm zfw
fezft jwm  # fa£ w  5r57 m 3i% iff fM*t / 
xw ? #  rffw, i , w  3%mw ftm  w n  w f&  i

377 $  Srii) 7lW n  W fFfH K  &  WH^ff f <bid *fff ff, (ft W Ff &  jm  &>} JluH i Wf^f) Wl̂  Wf> 3 m  3 ? W ,' 7F fI

f f  / jm -m -3 m % f3 m # m if yw w 3& & m ri& vm w vdw .m  wrr /

Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions:
There are EIGHT questions divided in TWO SECTIONS and printed both in HINDI and in 
ENGLISH.
Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.
Questions no. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, any THREE are to be attempted 
choosing at least ONE from each section.
The number of marks carried by a question /part is indicated against it.
Answers" must be written in the medium authorized in the Admission Certificate which must be 
stated clearly on the cover of this Question-cum-Answer (QCA) Booklet in the space provided. No 
marks will be given for answers written in a medium other than the authorized one.
Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.
Attempts of questions shall be counted in sequential order. Unless struck off, attempt of a question 
shall be counted even if  attempted partly. Any page or portion of the page left blank in the 
Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be clearly struck off.

Question Paper Specific Instructions
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SECTION A

>̂T 3rR 'Fm̂ FT 150 3  ferfei*:
Write short answers of the following in about 150 words each ; 20x5=50

(a) m  WImNIK* F̂> f̂ TFT t  ? 3 ^ ^ R %  W  3 I

Is Sociology a Science ? Give reasons for your answer.

(b) w m  % 3v&f r  3 sw fW ii R&chi i
, ii • ■

Discuss the relevance of historical method in the study of society.

(c) ^  3  3TN W  f  ? 3Wl‘ llrH<+> t  3 ^ t  ’jfop!
M^rcr <£lfan i

What are variables ? Discuss their role in experimental research.
I ■'

(d) % snwf %
^^RTsrf sn ?

'Which concepts did Weber use to analyse the forms of legitimate 
domination ?

(e) *ft *RT3f q eft ijofw  ft t  aifc ^ ^  ’j'jfon ^  ft writ I  i”
Kcqoft I ■

■ i .
“No society can either be absolutely open or absolutely closed.” 
Comment.

Q2. (a) ^fkr< % t e r a  3 41lcic(i< I

Discuss the role of Calvinist ethic in the development of Capitalism. 20

(b) I^TH 313?TSJH 3 dfjjPMdl TTct % 3FppJT

Examine the problems of maintaining objectivity and value neutrality in
Social Science research. 20

‘ I * •* , . •
(c) “*3 t o  f  i”  # s  % ^«r  i

“Self and Society are twin-born.” Examine the statement of Mead. 10
r ' :
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Q3. (a) ^  Wl cR5i 3̂n?n | 313OTH 3 J#*PR I^RFferai

Why is random sampling said to have more reliability and validity in 
research ? 20

(b) w t e  wdch^i hi* # i i r̂ f^wiM 3 i

Differentiate between Marxian and Weberian theories of Social 
Stratification. 20

(c) S=Tt«T 3 %*t TI^R 5RT '4W<IH %*IT SIT ?

How had Enlightenment contributed to the emergence of Sociology ? 10

Q4. (a) ^  % fcfl* 3rac*I$rai  ̂ =t>l4yo|ltrn I  l” fcpNrci
sftftq. i

“Non-positivistic methodology is essential for understanding human 
behaviour.” Discuss. 20

(b) wsra % 3 «miRi«b «i«n«w*n m r  % ;sg*%cr T?cft | ?

How is social equilibrium maintained in Parsonian framework ? 20

(c) ($ M )  ^  *if wtert 3 f  i”  3tr.%.
■̂T ^  I

“Anomie is rooted in social structure.” Explain with reference to 
R.K. Merton’s contribution. 10

C-AVZ-O-RNBA 3
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JSPSB 
SECTION B

Q5. P)Hfc(t<Sad ^  ̂  cFT 3tTC 'rPTSRT 150 3 faf&lJ :
Write short answers of the following in about 150 words each : 10x5=50

(a) stor f  aik f̂r=n t̂ f p  if, % «fNr
i

Distinguish between the social organization of work in feudal society
] i ■ *■and in capitalist society.

(b) ‘fatawra if wnfsps w ^ i  (Hlwt Icranqm
|i i”  ^ xrt i
“Ideology is crucial for social transformation in a democracy.” Discuss.

(c) afft w f l  i
Distinguish between sects and cults with illustrations.

(d) w  W 3i 3  3 ^  #cft | ? fcRhrcr i
Is male authority absent in matrilineal society ? Discuss.I * -| ‘

(e) VtlHlfj1=t> xrto<N ^  if, Hy'Kli’ % >̂) NlWpWfll WS2
^fSpr I
Explain the relevance of the idea o f ‘cultural lag’ in understanding social 
change.

Q6. (a) tt# 3TTf9̂  3?WT3Tf ^  ^  W t t  l”  W  ^2R
# i *wmwhi<-*h > r̂fsnj; i
“Education helps in perpetuating social and economic inequalities.” 
Critically examine the statement. 20

(b) ^  o inw  t o i f  ym ite ; 3tf̂ h
qftcffifa eji ^ i
j 1 . .

Explain the conditions under which a collective action transforms into a 
social movement. 20

(c) ^ n ;  if Pki*m (% )  ark M  3  fira
j #  If ? <S<I$<«I WsJIIsSU I
How do the rules of descent and alliance in kinship differ from each 
other ? Illustrate. 10

C-AVZ-O-RNBA 4
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=f

Q7. (a) ^  Wrrtor i w g fos  1 ^  3  g§*r
3PW  W f ?

• t
• /

Define Secularisation. What are its major dimensions in the modem 
world ? 20

(b) ^ w  WTcR *TCT
11 ^  ^ ’tW ’f i

The increasing importance of the tertiary sector has weakened the 
formal organization of work in recent times. Examine the statement. 20

(c) ircfa | %  I^OTKr ^ ? i)w i ^  n ?  %*n # 1 i

Caste ideology appears to have strengthened democracy. Comment. 10

Q8. (a) 5Tlft?r | |”  ^  fFWT

“Globalization involves deterritorialization.” Examine with reference to 
the nation-state. f 20

(b) % 3?sjpr 3 w  ^  aiigftw i % îrn<*> w i  *rt ’rftspr 
i

Examine the dialectical relation between tradition and modernity in the 
study of social change. 20

(c) sflcR % tjrP w  ŝsqf’ ^  ^  m  i
Elaborate the views of Durkheim on “The Elementary Forms, of 
Religious Life”. 10

C-AVZ-O-RNBA 5
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CS (Main) Ejtam:2015

w i r a  ( ^ - - q j r - n )
C-AVZ-O-RNBB

SftecR m i : 250

TT^T-^ fcf^fa 3T3^T

ferR ^  ^  PiHfclfeld g M  ^  fW  ggffigfo 1̂)

^  Her 37M  13ft t i

<J «■)]<; eix ^  MT*! TÔ  % 3xH ^  1?|

t o  1 sfR 5 f  cim t o ! 3 $ 3r3|cp 7n*g $ w$--£R t o  rfhr TOt % 3tr

•STĉ  TO/'HFT % f™  3^ -&&> -f̂ TT Tfti f  |

TOl % 3tR TrRffcT M  3 ftfRi ^  3 ^  3TN% 3 ^ - ^  3 f̂ TT ?M v* THTWT TO
"3^1 "TO-^-^rR (~^° Xio) tR "Ptf?2 W R  t a l  “̂ fHT îf̂ M.1 TTTf^cl 'RTWT % Sff f̂trf; 3R[

M  *n«R? 3 % l  irR ^  ^  -ft^n

TOft ^  3I®< f̂rRT, *IFf f̂̂ fecT R̂FTT «fFTT

Tf̂ Tt % MR?f ^  ¥ R I  sbHl t̂fK I 3jiî |ch ^  f^J Tpr % 3xR *ft TfRRTT ^l^fl ̂ li! *T

t  \ to-^-^tR  3 m^\ ^  ^\i ^  sŵ n ^  % w f ^  ^ t t i

SOCIOLOGY (PAPER-II)

Time Allowed : Three Hours Maximum Marks : 250

QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
(Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions)

There are EIGHT questions divided in two Sections and printed both in HINDI and 
in ENGLISH.

Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.

Question Nos. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE are to be 
attempted choosing at least ONE question from each Section.

The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.

Answers must be written in the medium authorized in the Admission Certificate which 
must be stated clearly on the cover of this Question-cum-Answer (QCA) Booklet in the 
space provided. No marks will be given for answers written in a medium other than the 
authorized one.

Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.

Attempts of questions shall be counted in sequential order. Unless struck off, attempt of a 
question shall be counted even if attempted partly. Any page or portion of the page left 
blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be clearly struck off.

1 [ P.T.O.
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WVZ—A / SECTION—A

%  trf&api 1^qf¥n W fa cTWT 150 $ $  :

Write short notes with a sociological perspective on the following in about 150 words 
each : 10x5=50

(a) WlfcRl ^  Wcfadl % x % toR

Verrier El win’s views on freedom for the tribals

(b) swgs 'qlUr&qpfl % ^
Jyotirao Phule as an agrarian radical

(c) *TTTcfta *TTfcf-o33FH ^  ^  1̂

Louis Dumont’s perspective on Indian caste system

(d) ĥichi nftfj m mteT to  wz «n?
How far Gandhi was trusted by the untouchables?

(e) ?lM  HPftwi (^RTphF?)

Feminization of poverty

2. (a) i\ t, ^  t  ^  I?

Is caste system changing, weakening or disintegrating in India? 20

Give some of the important studies relating to the structural changes in the 
Indian family system. 20

(c) 3tr K̂?i ^  3fk wm Hi % n  mrf\ Hi ^  3 ^ r t

Broadly compare the kinship system of North and South India. 10

3. (a) 3 wRite; 'qtech ^  m m  % m

Discuss the paradigm of modernization of Indian tradition in analyzing social 
change in India, 20

(b) WX |? VTKcT 3 ^  t o  T O  WFS Tltef eft SHTfeci W f  I?
What is patriarchy? How does it affect the child socialization pattern in India? 20

(c) 3 f i t  H\ m m  w. % m m *
f?

Discuss the problems of elderly in India. What are the different perspectives to 
solve their problems? 10

2
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4. (a) *FK#3 TTgcH3 % fkZ&m 3 WTH ^  K̂pME

Discuss Marxist approach to the analysis of Indian nationalism. 20

(b) I? ^  ^  aronfef I?
What are the basic tenets of Hindu religion? Is Hinduism based on 
monotheism or polytheism? 20

(c) 3 Do t\o Do TĴ o ito ^  C&31 -atfl 3TTOT̂  |?

Why is it necessary to implement PCPNDT Act in India? 10

'WTg—B / SECTION—B

s. %  wmsMm iftm  t o f t r a f m m  i s o 3 #  :

Write short notes with a sociological perspective on the following in about 150 words 
each : 10x5=50

(a) ^ TH-fbl Dfcl %

Important components of National Education Policy in India

(b) *H*!ic{to (to  T^o Do) % ip?? ^

Main objectives of Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP)

(c) fasm % w m  3 ^  wfr\ tffak -&STR1

Effect of displacement through development on the rural landless and 
marginal farmers

(d) wrfm hkci 3 m~wm $ ^
Issues relating to the informal labour market in urban India

(e) ^rfcr-'^cj l̂ 3 qfteRfal oft iRfcftWT tffar cF$

How far Srinivas* Sanskritization is modernizing force or traditionalizing force 
in understanding the changes in caste system?

6. (a) P W  ^  3tR-1970 ^a-^chl^lcn 3TR>cR % m ^  i

Discuss the impact of post-1970 feminist movement on Indian middle class. 20

(b) 3 fan#* srpfcn cror ^  f ?

What are the major concerns of ethnic identity and religious identity in India? 20

(c) *TM 3 TTcf ^  % 'gŝ fqu (£ fa fe ) ^  TRFO ‘f e f l  |?
How serious is the problem of trafficking against women and children in India? 10

3 [ P.T.O.
CrackingIAS.com, RajasirIAS.com, IASgoogle.com, CrackingIASbooks.com

Page 109



7. (a) c iteft 3fKo 37^<iR ^  x^f 3 ^ 1

Discuss B. R. Ambedkar as a wise democrat. 20

(b) vnrcT 3 to n  aiwldHl % ̂  eft ̂ §37
Discuss the main features of farmers’ movements in Independent India. 20

(c) Id <=614̂ (1 ^ 1?3 cR> tî Hd

To what extent the Muslim Personal Law Board is in agreement with Islamic 
feminist agenda? 10

8. (a) ^  ^  ^TR ’ % ̂  3 I

Analyze Gandhi as a moralist, ascetic and man of action through his Hind 
Swaraj. 20

(b) 3 W  ftSxRiĵ F» ^TT | % 3TTfife eft f$T$n ^  ffe
s i t e ^ 1 W 5 f  % w m ^ I

Human development approach affirms that education and health-care 
growth are more important than economic growth. Discuss this issue in the 
light of post-liberalized Indian society. 20

(c) WRT̂ cl!

Write a brief note on the Freedom of Press. 10

★ ★ ★
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